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UNIT HISTORY
, SECOND TANK DESTROYER GROUP
Period 1 February 1945 - 28 February 1945

~ NARRATIVE ~

At the beginning of this perioq,.the Second Tank Destroyer Group

continued being located at Kornelimﬁnster, Germany, and remained attached%

to the XIX Corps. This period was an eventful one for Group, and added

to its many tasks and respon51b111t1es,*wa§m the task of plannlng and -

supervising Operation "Grenade" as. it applied to Anti-Tank Defense. On_'

this Operatlon, the outstanding accmmpllshment of bridging the Roer

River in force by XIX Corps troops and armor was effected most success- 

fully, with Group and its attached gnlts playing an important part in
this Operation. ‘ | |

A change in the Table of Organization tbok place in accbrdance.-
with Table of Organization and Equipment 18-10-1 dated 31 October 1944,
0 Become effective on 15 February 1945.per General-Order 41, Head-
quarters, Ninth United States Army, dated 11 February 1945. The
’ necessary rearganization of Group was aompleted on 15 February 1945.
Changes in Staff personnel took place,'with‘several new Staff
HOfficers being assigﬁed and several Officers previously assigned%béigg
transferred to other Organizations. Changes in assignments, transfers,
-and promotiong of Officers and Enlisted Men during this period are as
follows:

Major Fred A. Smith assignéd to Temporary Duty of approxé'
imately eight days duration to Paris, France, as Information and -
Education Officer. At completion bf Temporary Duty, will rgturﬁ
to proper station, per Paragraph 2, Special Order 28, Headquafters,
XIX Corps, dated 31 Januard 1945.

' Captain Vietor J. Smith placed on Temporsry Duty with Head-
quafters, XIX Corps, per Paragraph VOCG XIX Corps dated 29
Januarg 1945. I  _ | - L

oy

Major Fred A. Smith relieved of assignment to Second Tank

- Destroyer Group and assigned to Headquarters XIX Corps, éfféCtive -

10 February 1945 per Special Order 37, Headquarters, XIXACOrpS,
dated 10 February 1945, ' |
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Lieutenant Golonel Alfred G. Seitz placed on Temporary Dﬁfy
to A-87 for purpose of carrying out instructions of The Commandlng
General, XIX Corps, and upon completion of Temporary Duty will
return to proper statien and Organization, per Paragraph 1, Letter
file Headqu&rters,‘XIX Corps, dated 14 Pebruary 1945, Subject
Orders. '
Lieutenant Colonel AIffed:G; Seitz returned from Temporary
Dufy with 4-87 to duty on 23 Féﬁruary 1945.
Captain John J. Freitag relieved'of duty as Commanding Officer,
Headguarters Company, Second Tank Destroyer Group, and assigned
_ as Adjutant and S-1 as prlmary duties, per Paragraph 1a, Special
Order 10, Second Tank Destroyer Group, dated 15 February 1945.
Captain Victor D. Waloga relieved of duﬁy as Assistant S-2 é
and is assigned Headgquarters Company; _Gommanding Officer and :
Communications Officer as primary duties, per Paragraph 1b,
Special Order 10, Second Tank Destroyef Group, dated 15 Februarg
..1945., - |
‘Gaptain Otis H. Bealmear relieved of dutj as Special Services
Officer, Assistant S5-4, Agsistant S-1, and Munitions Officer, and
ig assigned Assigtant. S-27and Liaison Officer as primary duty,
per Paragraph 1c, Special Order 10, Second Tank Destroyer Group,
dated 15 February 1945. '
' pirst Iieutenant William T. McGuinness, relieved of duty as

Headquarters Company Ixecutive Officer and assigned as Athletic,

Recreation Officer and Assistant §-1 as primary duties, per Para-
graph 14, Special Order 10; Headquarters, Seconﬁ Tank Destroyer '
Group, dated iS February 1945.

mechnical Sergeant Fosque D. Mears promoted from Sergeant. to
Technical Sergeant, per Paragraph 2, Special Order 10, Headquarters,
Second Tank Destroyer Group, dated 15 Pebruary 1945,

Technician Fourth Grade Leo ¢, Hittel promoted from Tech~-

nician Fifth Grade to Technician Fourth Grade, per Paragraph 2,
Special Order 10, Headquarters, Second Tank Destroyer Group,

' dated 15 February 1945.
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Master Sergeant Voen E. Fowler promoted from‘Teohnician

Fourth. Grade to Masfer Sergeant, per Paragraph 2, Special Order
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10, Headquarfers, Secoﬁd Tank Destroyer Group, dated 15 February
1945.

Corporal Thomas G..Akmon}%promoted from Private to Corporal

T R

per Paragraph 2, Specisl Orderé10,'Headquarters, Second Tank
Destroyer Group, dated 15:Febr§ary 1945,

Technician Pifth Gradé Alion R. Partin promoted to Technician |
Pifth Grade from Private First%Class, per Paragraph 2, Special
Crder 10, Headquarters, SeoondgTank Destroyer Group,'dated 15
February 1945, ' _5

Major Russell L. Smith pr@moted from Captain to Major, effect-

AT R R T G et £ g g e
P

ive 16 February 1945, per Paragraph 1, Special Order 47, Head-
quarters, Ninth United States Army, dated 16 February 1945,

‘Captain David M. Sunderland relieved of assignment to Second
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Tank- Destroyer Group and assigned to 643%rd Tank Destroyer Battallon,
per FParagraph 2, Special COrder 44, Headgquarters, XIX Corps, dated :
17 February 1945.

First Lieutenant William T MeGuinness relieved of asslgn-—

ment to Headquarters, Second Ténk Destroyer Group, and assigned to
8218t Tank Destroyer Battalion, per Paragraph 4, Special Order 45,
Headguarters, XIX Corps, dated 18 February 1945. | p

First Lieutenant William F. Dudley relieved of assignment to
821lst Tank Destroyeﬁ Battalion and assigned to Headguarters, Sec;
ond Tank’Destroyer Group, per Paragraph 3, Special Order 45,
HeadQuarters, XIX Corps, dated 18 Februafy 1945,

Major Ashley I. Lohse relieved of assignment with 823rd Tank .

Destroyer Battalion and assigned to Second Tank Destroyer Group,

per Paragraph 1, Special Grder-23, Headquarters, XIX Gorbs, dated_ ;

--i

21 February 1945.

Master Sergeant Charles Cameron Broderson was honorably dis-
charged on 22 February 1945, per HMessage from file 210.1, Head-
quarters, Ninth United States Army, dated 22 February 1945.

Haster Sergeant Charles Cameron Broderson was appointed
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-Seoond Lieutenant, Army of the United'States, 23 Pebruéry'1945,. §
and assigned Platoon’ Commander of Headquarters Company, per |
upe01al Ordexr 13, Headquarters, Second Tank DestrOJer Group,
dated 24 February 1945.

Major Eugene J. Mohen, reiieved of assignment to Seventh
“Armored Group and a531gned to Second Ten k Destroyer Group, with
directions to‘remain_with'XIchgrps Headguarters, per Paragraph 1,

Special Order 48, Headquar%ers,_KIX'Corps, dated 21 February 1945.

ha gy

Captain Rodney B. Phllllppay relieved of duty as assistant S- 3,s

Information and Education Offlcer, and assigned duty as Ass igtant
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3-3, per Paragraph 4, Special Order 12, Headguarters, Second Tank

Destroyer Group, dated 22 February 1945.
Pirst Tieutenant William F. Dudley assigned Assistant 5-3,

Information and Education Officer, per Paragraph 5,‘Special Order
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12, Headqdarters, Second Tank Destroyer Group, dated 22 February
1945. _ |
Corporal'James R. Williams reduced to Frivate, per Paragraph

1, Special Order 12, Headquarters, Second Tank Destroyer Group,

TR S A

datéd 22 February 1945.

Technician Fifth Grade James R. Williams promoted from Private:

to Technician Fifth Grade per Paragraph 2, Special Order 12, Head-

' gquarters, Second Tank Destroyer Group, dated 22 February 1945.

Private Thomas Whalen.is relieved from AU Detachment 45,
Ground Forces Reinforcement Centér, 5541th Reinforcement Company,

and is'fransferred in grade to Headquarters and Headquartefs Com-—

R R e T T L

pany, Second Tank Destroyer Group, per Special Order 57, Paragraph

'r?f

78, Headquarters, 18th Reinforcement Depot, dated 26 February 1945.§

b

The act1v1ty of Group during this perlod was greatly increased and §§

%%he added duties, of necegsity imposed upon Officers and Enlisted Men, [
were proficiently carried out. Moreover, changes in the Table of Organ:%%
ization which followed found gseveral new Staff Officers assigned to i
Group and reissignment of duties to other Staff Officers. A4ll of the
ébove; notwithstanding, the Group carried out its duties and assign-

ments in an exémplary mahner, with a‘cpmbat efficiency rating of

‘Excellent for the entire periog.
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Group continued in 'its work of codrdinating Anti#Tank defenééwiﬁ

all of Corps- Sector, continued in command of Corps Reserve, and com-
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pleted plans for commitment of Corps Reserve if occasion. arose necegs-—
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itating such action. |
Group submitted plans for Operation nGrenade" as it pertained to

Anti-Tank Defense. Operated Fire Direction Center to control indirect

fires of all Tank Destroyer Battalions in Corps. Facilitated rein-
forcement of combat losses for all Iank'Destroyer Battalions in Corps

and facilitated conversion of 643rd§Tank Destroyer Battalion to a
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self-propelled unit. : N |
An estimated enemy‘armbred forée of 110 tanks of SP guns‘bpérated
against XIX‘Cdrps during the periodé dur ténks destroyed at least
twentj—five_(ZS)‘and:the Tank Destrayers accounted for eleven (11).
Infantry'an&‘Hbazaoh&sﬁlaim five_(5),while.fighter bombers strafed,

bombed and rocketted at least twenty-five (25) with_éxcgllentfresultsg,

reported., These results total'some sixty-six (66) tanks or SP guns
knocked out. In addition two (2) tanks were captured intact, |

German armor was employed in close support of infantry in small |
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groups from well concealed or dug-in positions.' Depleted ranks,
shoftages of materiel or gas, and constant threat of air attack necess
itated piecemeal use, and at no time during our rapid advance was a
cobrdinated Pz force cgmmitted against us. |

Elements of the Ninth Pz, 130th Fz Lehr, Eleventh Pz Divisions;
301st General Headquérters Tank Battalidn, 341st Assault Gun Brigade,
were identified on our front. Prisoners of War from Panzer units elab-
orated on the shortage of tanks since the ARDENNES offensive, and
verified statements made concerning cannibalizaﬁion of tanks from
various units to enable at least one comfany 10 enter combat at full
tank strength. |

Except for a 14.5 inch mortar mounted om Mark VI chassis,'knocked'
out by Tank Destroyers in the 30th Division sector, no new or unusual
pieceé of materiel were encountered. Merk IV's and V's made up the
majority of tanks employed. An estimated fifteen (15) Tiger Tanks

were reported., Most of the armor encountered took the form of 75mm
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“or 88mm high velocity SP guns on standard tank chassis.
| Februarf 1945 opened with Group at Kornelimunster (K904378),
aftédhed t0 . XIX Cofpsi Unit ﬁas'in charge of Corps Reserve and had
attached to it the Second Ranger Battalion Infantry and the T44th
Tank Battalion {(Light). _Units wefe continually contacted, their
training and maintenanee inspeétedlwhile defensive plang were made,-and
' revised frequenflyrto meet changes in the situation. Intensive work |
was done on plans for futbure operétions. February 3rd the 823rd Tank
Destroyer Battalion came under Gréup supervigsion when it moved into an
assembly position in Aachen. By VOCGG, 4th Pebruary 1945, the Second
Renger Infantry Battalion was released from attachment while on 5th
February 1945, after Group had—diéplaced with XIX Corps to Bardenberg.
(X856506), by Letter of Instructions No. 107, XIX Corps dated 041130,
the 744th Tank Battalion (Light) was released from attachment at
12004 hours. After a long period 6f'research and planning the first
antitank Annex to Field Order No. 30 COvering the attack on the Roer
River was submitted. 4t 1406, 7 FPebruary 1945 Group moved to Rahe,
Germany (K825456), where it completed the final plans for the defense
of the Corps sectorrwhich were. submitted to XIX Corps 14 Iebruary
1945. Tank Destroyer Batitalions maintenance, training and conversion -
'Were supervised and inspected, Intensive work was done on plans for
the crossing of the Roer River and after drafting and #edrafting, and
refrranging, final antitank Anne%és to PO No. 30, XIX Corps, were
submitted February 22. 3By that time all units were in position, with
amnunition stacked Eeside the guns, waiting D-day, H-hour. |
With the 801st TD Bn (3" towed) and one Company of the 762nd
TD Bn (90mm SP) in indirect fire positions in the vieinity of Alden~
hoven, preparation fires were fired as follows: The'702nd deliveréd.‘, 
long range infilade interdiction fire upon thfee (3) main highways, '_
firing at the rate of 100 roundslper.hour.from H-45 to H~210 for the
purpose of preventing.enemy traffid from reaching the scene of the
assault crossing while one (1) company of the 801st TD Bn in the sec-
tor of the 30th Inf Div neutralized the Straafsforst, firing 300 rounds

per hour from H-45 to H-210 and the other. two (2) companies put

Ll

neutralization fires on &+4¥ench system on the highlridg in the
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_firing within the gectors of the 28th, 2gth and 30th Infantry Div-— :

four (4) days. Thege guns were mainly used for long range targe is

'seotor at the rate of 300 rounds per company from H—45
to H-15 when-fhe fire lifted to three (3) key towns 3000-4000 yards
further E where the'same rate of fire continued untll H-210. ~This

fire ‘thickened and deepened the fires of the Division and Corps Arty

anits and the fireg of the g21gt TD Bn and the g2%3rd TD Bn which,

isions, expended 3174 and 6485 rounds HE N/C respectlvely from H~150

and H-15 to H.

Through a Group pire Control Center which was established at

the Corps Artillery Pire Dlrectlon Genter upon the completion of the

gcheduled fire, poth the 90mm and 3" guns Were prepared to fire call

missions from Corps Artillery_FDC? Although an gmuunition shortage

stopped 3" fire after "D" Day, Qoﬁm fire misgions were nandled for

beyond the rahge of other types_of artillery, and the high rate of
fire, low weight ghell and high muzzle velocity proved of great value
on harassing and'interdiction misgions.

mwo (2) companies of the 702nd Tgnk Destroyer Battalion occupied -
direct fire p051t10ns in the 29th and 30th Infantry pivision sectors, -;
where through the medium of divect—indirect methods controlled by
Recbnnaissance officers of the 702nd and g23rd Tank Destroyer Battal—'

jons, who crogsed with the assaul’t infantry and acted a8 forward

observers carrying 536 radios and 1inked to the guns py 6€9 relay
gtations, targets of Opportunlty were taken undexy fire OT pombat
oreas isolated by fire. One sp 88 was destroyed Dy this method.
Although exoess smoke at bridge site, great range and unfamiliarity

on the pardb of the Infantry with this type of support fire inter-

fered OY cutdown the maximum use of those guns, it is pelieved that 4

their fires were 2 guocess and that serlous con51derat10n ghould be

glven to this type of employment in the future. L
At 2307OOA, go "BY, 801s% rank Destroyer Battallon, was released.

from secondary migsions and was attached to the 29th Infantry Dlv—

t once entered an agsemble pos1tlon where they remalned,;

A
I

igion. They &

pending completion‘of a bridge that would allow their 34 guns £0




58 the river. As Division Tank Destroyer units crossed the Roer
-ﬁiﬁégg 24 Februéry-ﬁ945, Battalion attached to Grdﬁp-conducted recon-
?haisséhce of éuppoft positions & of the Roer and madé.plahs_té cross
when either Division flanks became exposed or the need for Tank
Destroyer reinforcements became apparent. .
24 February 1945, Group.at'1100;displaced with XIX Corps to

Alsdorf, Germany (K883543)1 By'LeFﬁer of Instructions No. 116,

XIX Corps, at 2100, 801st Tank Dest&pyér.ﬁatgglion was attached to
the. 113th Gan&lrya&rop@r(Meéhq)iﬁhile-by saﬁe Letter 2120, "B" Co,
‘801St Tank Destroyér-BattaliOn Was-ieliefed from attachment to 29th,
Iﬁfantry.Division. At 241145, "B" Co, 702nd Tank Destroyer Battalion
crossed the Roer River, takihg{uprinﬁirect firé'positions in'the_

vicinity of Nierdezier. 2512004 Pebruary 1945, "G" Co, 702nd Tank

Destroyer Battalion was attached to Co "B® of 2nd Armored Divigion, and

at 1300, "A" Co crossed Roer River and entered an_assembly‘pbéition
.in Nierdezier preparatory’ to méving into indiréct fire posifionslnear
Lich, By Letter of Instructions No. 116, XIX Corps at 2707004, 702nd
. Tank festroyer Battalion (~) was reieased from attachment to Second
Pank Destroyer Group and attached to 2nd Arkored Division so at the
close of the Period‘no units were attached to this unit and the pfin-
cipal function of the Group was the close of supervision and inspection
of the Corps Anti-Tank Defenses, Study of terrain and routes for con-
tinuing the operations, and assisting in .supply and replacements of
both men and'matériel. |

__Group obtained allocation of High-Velocity Armor—Pieréing}Stap
Shell 3-~inch and 90-millimeter Ammunition for attached Battaliornsg and
érranged.distribution of same. Total ammunitiqh expended by attached
units, covering the pe?ibd from 29 January71945_$o 4 March 1945
inclusive, were 28,650 rounds of %-inch shells. Expenditure of 90
millimeter ammunition from 19 Februsry to 4 March were 16,000 rounds. |
_.Afranged delivery of eleven M-36's to0.692nd Tank Destroyer Battalion on

3 February by transports, and twelve M-36's on 4 February 1945. On

8 February, secured twenty-four 242 ton Trucks.for 702nd Tank Destroyer -

Battalion for handling two U/F of 90-millimeter smmunition. On 21
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‘Pebruary arranged for nine 242 ton Trucks for 702nd Tank Destroyer

Battalion and eleven 2%2 ton Trucks for 801st Tank Destroyer Battalion
to havl ammunition. Obtained authorization for conversion of 643rd
Tank Destroyer Battalion to M-18's on 21 February 1945. Arranged
delivery of twelve M-18's to 643rd Tank Destroyer Battalion on 2 avww“
February 1945. Made arrangements for deliwery of five M-10's to -
8218t Tank Destroyer Battalion, and eleven M-10's to 823rd Tank Des-j
troyer Battalion on 11 -February 1945.

The Special Service Officej of Gfoup, which is eomblned with the
'8-1 Section under the new Table of Orgenlzatlon, has been extremely
active during this period. In addition to arranging GI shows, movies,
clubmobiles, USO shows for atbached units, it has issued athletic
e@uipment, phonographe,'radios and hag made distribution of Army
- Publications of Stags and Stripes, Wind‘Mill,‘and Yank. Group Special
Service also made distribution of council books, playing cards and
magazines. It has arranged Qudtas of Furloughs and passes and made
allocation of same to attached units. Quotas were also issued to
| Battalionsg for«lee.Rest Center. Consideration was always given in
allocatione to those units in a position to spare the Personnel on
guch occasgsions. Group Special Service Office has received whole~
hearted coﬁperatipn from attached units' Special Service Officers in
.planning and arranging various events for the entertainment of their
personnel.,

The Group has béengnbiifiedeéf awarded battle credit for its
participation in the campaign "Germany" as established by Paragraph
3, Section VI, General Orders ?0, Wax Departﬁent; 5 October 1944.

On the 28 February 1945 the Jecond Tank Degtroyer Group.has made
the following awards of the Certificate of Merit, for meritorious
service from 18 June 1944 to 27 February 1945:

‘ Magter Sergeapt Voen E. Fowler, Master Sergeant Joseph'M.anee-;t_
land, Master Sergeant Kenneth E. Marsh, Technical Sergeant Fosque D.
Mears, Sergeant Garland E.‘Hatcher,_;Technioian Fifth.Grade Stanley 3.
| Kwiatkowski, Technician Fifth GFade Jerome J. Minnicks, Pechnician

" Fifth Grade Charles E. Wharton, Private First Class William N. Kaska.
| - A ank Destroyer Group at
‘The Status of Strength of the T - rane v
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end of this period is siiteen Officerg and fifty-seven Enlisted
- Nen. |

Reinforcehents needed: one Officer and six Enlisted Mem.
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