'ligved of aseignment as Gommanding Officar of Group and assigned_to
. | .

- and prepared plans for c¢omaittment of Reserve if occgaion neceasltated
~it. The Group supervised training and refitting of dniﬁs in Corps Reserve,

_arranged replagcement of equipment and materilel losaed through combat for

range materlal for training of 2nd Ranger Infantry Bn and fsaclliitated the

Vsupply of that unit.

- unition for attached Bns, ana arranged distribution of same. Total Amg-

- vel on furloughs to U3, UK, Paris, and Brussels. GCuotas were allocated
,,and delivered to Bus on an equal basis. Attached units were continuously
: contacted by uroup staff Oificers, their training and maintenance in-

 :apecbed and close auperviaion and coordination of all Anti Tank defense

: UNIT HI&TORI -
SECOND TANK DESTHOYER GRDUP ‘
Period 1 January 1945 - 31 January $945
, - NARRATIVE‘-" _
~ During the entire perlod 1 January %o 31 Jénuarx'inelusivelthe ‘
20d TD Group rswmalned at Kopnelimunstgb, Germany , and gontlﬁﬁédbigins, 7
attached to the XIX GQorps. A chénge of command in the 2nd TD Group

took place during this period, with GOLonel George G. Elms belng re-

X1X Gorps for duty as Deputy Chiéf'oféstaff. Lt. Colonel Paul B. Bell

was relieved of assignment with XIX”G§rpa Artillery and assigned to
. 2nd 1D Grohp aajCOmganding Cfficer pe% par..6 50 #19 Headguarters XIX

Gorps dated 22 January 1945, . ; _ _ | "lﬁ :

Attached units with the 2nd TD ij‘oups consisted of 2nd Ranger Infe j

antry Bn, T44th Tank Bn (L), 692 Tank Destroyer Ba (T) (attached to 104 i;%
Infantry Diviaion),,SLY Tank Destroyer Bn (T) (attdched to 8th Infantry '%
'Division), 893 Tank Destroyer Bn (T) (attached to 78th Infantry Division), %

Coupsany "o 628 Tank Destroyer Bn (SP) (attached to 5th Armored Division)
The strength status for Group during this period eempriseéraf 16

@fficers and 57 Enllsted #en. Activity for Group comsisted of maintaln-

ing Antl Tenk defense ol Corps sector, assumed commadd of Corps'ﬁeserve

AR E#‘JﬁmV%'“{Ff‘%‘*if‘w‘“)ﬁ(&ﬁ’?ﬁﬁﬂuﬂ%ﬁn@'%‘,ﬁ‘rv:@_‘ o

all Tank Destroyer units in Corps. Assisted 817 Tank Destroyer Bn in

securing asuthorization for reorganization under new T/0 & E.o. Secured

Group obtalned allogation of HVAP and Star Shell 3“ and Q0mm Amm~

units
unition expenditure by attached/bovering the perilod from 1 January 1945
to 28 January 1945 incliusive were 3558 rounds of 3% ghells,

The Group received quotaa on rotation plan and orders dlrecting tra-
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uad“g%rlctly maintained at. ail times. .The combat efficiency for Group
;. during thia entire period was excellent. . . : :

Speciai Services wWere provided,for attached units by Group Special

l

;bervice Officer and frequent vieits of clubmobliles, moving picture

__taams,

USO Shows and GI shows, were ?n important factor in malntalning
_ :_gﬂgﬁoraie amongst bfficera and E?Liated ﬂen, ‘Frequent contacts.
 Qeré_made by Group Special Service'dfticer tg-attached unitafahd thelr
neéds discussed with their SpecialSQrvicé‘Offibars and fulfilled where
ever possible. E

Effective Tuesday 23 January 1945, Oificers of the Graup were given
I - new echeduxe ol duty which will 5ive them more tlme to wislt attached

During January all enemy armor ﬁashémployed in the brggkthrough in

'th Ardennes sallent. The enemy faclng theIXIx.Corps confined‘his agt=

ivities to 1mproving_defenaive positlons along the EAST bank of'the-ROER-

_ RIVER. Frequently small numberslof-tanks and SP guns supporting small
. 1nfantry attacxs werse enoountared.
- After 15 January senemy armor Degan to pull. out of the Ardennes

 ,,§al1ent and during this. period heavy rail and mptor movemsnts were,ob-

fj.aervéd moving NORTH and SOUIH.{from the breakthrough erea. Fighter bombe

ers deStroyed a considerabie amount of. rail eqﬁipment and}armored vehicl
Artlliery on numeroua octasions during this period, fired on small group
. 0f tanks and vehicuLar movemnents with good reaults. '
In.the latter_part,oigﬁge:periodégorps”unitg 1n_their'attack did
. hot meet any Iargegﬁqrca of enemy armor. AL the clogé‘or the period
;ﬁkenémy,armored_diviaiong had completély moved out of the Ardennes sector
and as yet no Panzer'ﬁn1ts'wera'1aeﬁtified on_Gdrps frdnt, althqughIAt‘

’ ! : ' ardet
... least two {2) divialons, the 1iGth and 130th Panzer Divisions, ‘&Ee be-

:;_LiQVad to_be-alqng\ﬁérpa;front'EAST‘ofﬁthe,RHlNE;ferﬁre§§ ahd rafitt;ng,

the rewainder of armor aaemed destined for the Eastern ffont.

o The 2nd D uroup was . orderad to prepare plans for committment of
n_corps Reaerve 10 meset any hoatile threat in Gorpa sector.'}@h?_p%pn was
. drawn up, foL;owing extensive reqonnaisaance and terrain study, énd do-
‘ordinated with all Gorps, Diviéibns, and Gorps Hear Area Defense Head-
_ qﬁarters {7th Armored Group). Arrangemeﬁts with'variouﬁ‘FA.units-in

-ﬂ2ﬂ-
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L The'sector remained relatively quiet during most of the period and aet-

x.1 ebove.‘ on 30 danuary, 893 Tank Deetroyer Bn eupported the 78 Infantry

o

‘gorps were made to provnde artillery support 1n case of eommittment to;
, :eetion._ The plan also provided for employment of 1142 combat Englneer
Group (attached to Ninth US Army with one (1) to three (3) Bns) in

_-end-weelapproved. Pending committment the 2nd Ranger 1nfantry Bn

.reorganized, refitted. and oarried out exteneive lralning programs,

;ﬁéTank 'n‘(L) was detached to provldefeecurity for Gorpe CP, platoone
,eeeing_rOtated. At tne eame time, Group maintained eloee contact with

“Tenk Deetroyer units 1n corpeato 1neure a coordinated Anti Tank defense."

_'iVitiee were limited to usuaL defense meeaures._ Gompany "c" 784 Tank
'_ Bn (M) was relieved of attachment to T44 Tank Bn (L) per letter of in-

' Divieion, with Gompany "G# 628 Tank Destroyer Bn (8FP) attached, was

__aree, per letter of inetruetions,'Headquartere XIX Gorpe,'dated ae

case sltuation should necessitate it., The plan was presented to5corpe

ith speciaL attention to relnforoements. One (l) platoon of the 744

etructione, Headquartere XIX Gorpe, dated 24 January 1945, and reverted
to coatrol of parent unit. oOn 26 January 1945, GG "A", 5th Armored '

attached to the ?8 Infantry Divieion, effective upon arrival in the

~Dlvision with direct and 1nd1rect firee on Konzen - Imgenbroieh,

~ Huppenbroich, Keeternieh, &erdeny, and Gompany “C" 628 Tank Destroyer

u_an (5?) eupported o] ?K", 5th Armored Divieion in attack on Eichereehied,

. for Unit Citatione- 823 Tank Deetroyer Bn (attaohed 30 Infantry Div),

,'“Bn‘{attaohed to. YIIwGorpe), 821 Tank Deetroyer Bn (atteched-to 29th Inf-

‘_end of this period the Group ie at K§04378, Kornelimunster, Germany in

- eatiefeotory. and thet of the 744 Tank Bn LL) 1s exeellent.

_in@ General X1X Gorps, the Group hee recosmnended the/Tenk Deetroyer Bns

(_antry Divieion), 654 Tank Deetroyer ﬁn (attached to 35 infantry Div).

, 703 Tank Deatroyer Ba (attachsd to 3rd Armored Div), 013 Tank Deetroyer
_Bn (attaehed to 79 Infantry Divislon}.

ﬁa@gg i w-u's. B“%’M‘gﬁ{t

. uermany, The attaek is etill progreeeing on the 31 January 1945, At the‘.i

XIX Corps Reeerve. with the 2nd Renger Infantry Bn, end 7{& Tank'Bn (L)'
attached. " The oombat eificienoy oftthe 2nd Renger Infantry Bn 18 very

§

Under date of 13 January 1945 in a letter addreeeed Lo the Gommand- -
following

702 Tank Destroyer Bn (ettaohed to 2nd Armored Div),'803 Tank Destroyer

,‘ )
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”, : nit listory Continueds: e

| Uniﬁa which have to date received citations are as follows: Two
(d} eompaniea of the 823 Tank Destroyer sn have recelved freajdentisl
Gitations for conspicuous bravery at MortA&n. Company "p" of the 803
. Psnk Deatroyer Ba was the among the first United States elements Lo
1"enter 5t. Lo and its commender was ppsthumoualy awarded therﬁilve?
Star for gallantry in this action. The Group further recommended ths
Divisions to whom -the above ultits. we*e attached should maxe & thorough

investigation and recomnend citationp by the Frenen ﬁrmg e the units

I

i . . : :
On the 25 January a golng away partj was glven in honor of bolonai

meriting the award,

George G. Elas st the company. uuest or honcr was Hajor Ganvral Raye
mond 5. idckaln, his aide Hajor Kunkel wai- alsu pregeant., Lib. welonel
Peul B. Bell waa_welcomed a8 the new@broup Cenmander.

On 31 Jamuary cabtaln Victor J. Smlth was P“liéVad of aaignment to
ﬂeadquarter&Xlx corps andiasuigned to 2nd Tank Destroyer Group par psr 1
S0 #7260, Headquartera XIX Corps, dated 23 Jaguary_lQ@Bf

&roug-was“infarmed.by‘Majan Dean bf'grmor Raar;.of quota of on&lglji_

.Enliatad #dsn to act as attendant on hospital ahip. TMQ“QuotaxwaBZturnad _

Gver to the 744 Tangk 5a\(L).




