








Four Tank Destroyer Battalions, 602nd, 628th, 706th and 80lst were
assigned to the Group on 21 September 1942 and a comprehensive treaining
program instituted, Group problems, CPX's and demcnstrations were planned,
maneuvered, critigued and sccentuated so as to embody new tacticel tech-
niques and methods of training.

One of the highlights of this training period from 1 September 1942
+ to 21 April 1943, which will always be remembered by those participating,
was Camp Hood's world-famed "Commando Course", Under supervision of Major
Ralph Slater and Major Gordon Kimbrell, AUTC, this area was the scene of
intense training and activity for the unit from January 4 to 6 inciusive.
All personnel not utilized in the performance of essential, routine duties
engaged in this vigorous three-day program., Close combat fighting, street
fighting technique and commando tactica were impressed on the Group. Dur-
ing the major pert of the course classes were conducted during an exces-
sively rainy pericd and the resultant, typical Texas quagmire added a
realistic background to simulated combat conditions unususlly enlivened by
prolific use of demclitions, dynamite bombs, barbed wire entanglements and
obstaclea. The successful culmination of this training was indicative of
the fine physical condition of the Group personnel. Further evidence of
this fact was pronounced when the unit passed the rigorous, required AGF
Phyeical Fitness Test on z2 January 1943 with the excellent score of 93.2%

With this phase behind the unit the wheels controlling the militery
training program ground anew, Orders were published transferring the unit,
in its first permenent change of station, to Desert Training Center, Ceamp
Young, California, This was the land of legend, withering heat and mes-
quite which occasioned the remark credited to a dour, "burned out Joe",
"Only a coward would ask to be transferred from here tp combat.”

The "Hellcat®™ contingent departed from Camp Hood on 20 April 1943 end
entrained st Temple, Texas on the morning of 21 April et 0200, arriving at
Yuma, Arizona on April 23rd. Itinerary of the rail movement was: Temple,
Brownwood, Sweetwater, E} Paso, Douglas, Tucson, and Yuma, the final desti-
nation; a distance of approximately 1350 miles, The orgenization was en-
trucked to Camp Laguna, its new home for the next six months, about 30
miles north of Yuma. Following a period of acclimitization the Group rapid-
1y assumed normal duties eand routine operations in preparation for the
huge maneuvers scheduled as a climactic phase of the desert training period.

Our present commending officer, Colonel Leslie E. Jacoby, arrived at
Camp Laguna and assumed command of the organization on 2 June 1943, Colo-
nel Jacoby relieved Lt. Col. Joseph K, Gilbson, Hq. 8th Motorized Division,
who had been designated temporary Group Commender in the absence of Colonel
Clinton S, Berrien who was relieved to attend Army & Navy Joint War College,
Newport, R.I., 14 May 1943.

Initially the Group was attached to the 8th Motorized Division but was
later attached to the 4th Hq, Special Troops, DIC, for administretive fumc-
tions on 7 June 1943. The Group was affiliasted with this headquarters until
21 August 1943 when the unit was assigned to the direct control of DIC, Camp
Young, California.

Preliminary to Desert Training Center's large scale Jume - July maneu-
ver the Group and attached battalions, 643rd, 706th and 811th TD Battalions
gettled down to training in earnest, CPX's, battalion problems and short
maneuvers were planned, supervised, critiqued and participated in by the
5th TD Group in preparation for this critical phase of training.

The Group column left Camp Laguna the afterncon of 27 June and closed
in the concentration area at the morth end of Felen Pass, California, 28
June. Troops participating with the "RED", or defensive force, consisted
of the 8th Infantry Division, 6th Tank Group with the 742nd and 743rd Tenk
Battaelions, 5th Tank Destroyer Group with attached Tank Destroyer Battalions,
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The *lelleat" was about ready to roll, and with the ovorsess move
imminent, an advance detachment consisting of Major William V. Giles, 1st
Lt. Albert W, Wolfe, T/, Parks and T/5 Meyers clearsd Camp Gruber on 6
Decembar 1943. They arrived WYPOE, Ft. Hamilton, New York, 8 December 1943
and boarded the famed luxury liner, HMI Queen Elizabeth on 12 December 1943.
After an uneventful voyage it docked at Firth of Clyde, Scotland, 21 Decem-
ber, where the party transferred to the "Ben My Cree” which arrived in Bel-
fast, 22 December. The detachment entrained there for their finsl desti-
nation, Lurgen, N.I., located about 20 miles southeasst of Belfcet.

Christmas Dey meant first, turkey with all the trimings and second,
the beginning of a long trek for the Group maln body at Cemp Gruber. The
unit departed from that station at 1430, 25 December 1943 and arrived at
MOE, Camp Kilmer, E.J., 27 December. The next holidny, New Year's Day,
meant just another move for the boys, and following a short rail and ferry
trip they boarded the HMS Acquitania at 2135, 1 January 1944. The ship
docked at Gourach, Scotland, in the Firth of Clyde, 11 Jamuery 1944. Thence
to Belfast, N, 1. where the contingent was met by the advence detachment and

sscorted to Flush Factcry, Lmrgan, which was to be the home of the "Hellcat”
for the next four months.

There was more for the wnit to do bosides admiring the scenic beauties
of the "Emerald Isle™ and "making® with the beautiful Irish colleemn. The
Group wge assigned to the XV Corps, under commend of the then Maj. General
Wade H. Haislip, with Headquarters established in the famous old Brownlow

Castle, Lurgan. The &4 th, 654th and 818th Tank Destroyer Battaliocns were
attached to the Group.

* To counteract lack of T/E equipment end suitable msneuver areas, the
IV Corps imstituted a training program with a series of "Mapex™ and “CFX's™.
Colonel Jacoby was appointed Director of Mapex II, held from 20 F
1944 to 25 February incinsive. The Group engaged in CFX I, from 8 March
to 11 Harch with baltalion participation being similated. Two CP moves
were made to Rasharkin and Ballyacullion for this exercise. CFI II, from
12 April to 16 April was participated in by the Group and attached bat-
talions, 644th, 654th and 81fth, with the Group CP being lccated in Cooks-
tom (Desert Creat Camp),

A highlight of the umit's stay in Ireland was thelir attendance at a
review for the them Lt, General George S, Patton on the Mall of Armagh.
The assembled units were givem a typical, brief address by the colorful
Genersl in which he reminded the troons that every effort tc achieve per-
fection must be made to prepare for the coming invasion of the continent.
Following the address Genheral Patton then inspected the amsembled units,

On 2/ April 1944 the unit was once again put on an "Alert" status.
The ultimate destination was Welford Park, Berkshire, FEngland. Captein
Robert B, Heston end 25 enlisted men, Iin charge of Group transportetion,
departed from Lurgen on 30 April 1944. The mein body in charge of Major
Harold W. Buwsch departed from Lurgen on 7 May and arrived in Newury,
England, on 9 May 194{ snd were convoyed to the bivouac area in Welford
Park. A1) of the Group persomnel had tho opportunity of visiting London
and acquired firsi hand kmowledge of the ravage wronght by the enemy's
terrific but futile mass hombing attacks. The V-1 h.d just recently
moterialized. Certain wembers of the unit observed the harressing, but
devastating, affect of this new terror weapon, conceived in a desperate

attempt to balance the weight of air power flung against the Germans by
the Allied Commend.

Two monthe later, 7 July 1944, to be exnct, the "Hellcat" was ready
toc go! They stood assemoled in the center of their bivouac area in a gentle
rein awaiting final orders to "moumt up" on their combat loeded comvoy.
Camp Hood training daye, the bwrning sands of Camp Laguna, Camp Grubar's
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On 12 August 1944 the Group was bivouanced in the vicinity of Alencon
when that ares was subjected to a hee=vy night bombing attack. The Luft-
waffe was endeavoring %o destroy a bridge in the town of Alencon in an
effort to cripple our lines of comunication. Enemy planes lightad the
ares with flares at epproximately 2350 hours. Despite heavy AA fire an
egtimated force of 45 - 50 planes bombed the area for a2 period of about
" 20 minutes, Personnel of the organization had not yet "dug in" and were
forced to take to the cover of their vehicles. Although several bombs

fell in the near vilcinity of the bivouac area no casuslties were suffersd
by the Group.

Pushing rapidly out of the hedgerow country of Normandy scuth and east
Into the open country of Northern Frence through Avranches, Laval, LeMans
and Alencon the 5th TD Group moved with the advance of the XV Corps. 14
August thoe 773rd TD Battalion was attached to the 5th TD Group. At Alencon
the strategy changed and instead of racing eastward to Paris the XV Corps
turned north to meet the British elemants driving south to trap the flee-
ing German Seventh Army. Just south of Argentam the 5th TD Group ard at-
tached 773rd TD Battalion was relleved from the XV Corps and became part of
ths 3rd Army Provisional Corps whoss mission was to meet the Britiah Forces
and close the Argentan = Falaise Gap and destroy the encircled snemy forces,
At this time the 5th TD Group with the attached 773rd TD Battalion held a
portion of the front near Argentan, vacated by the 5th Armored Division,
Later the mlgsjion of the 5th TD Group was to support the 90th Infantry Divi-
sion in its attack nortn to close the pocket. On 17 August, V Corps took
ovar the sector and directed that the attack north be made at daylight on
the 18th of August, On 20 August the trapped German forces made several
desperate attempis to break through the pocket, Severe fighting ensued amd
after the smoke had cleared, what i3 believed to have been ths greatest
kill made by tank destroyers operating in support of, and within an American
diviaion sector, on any single day during the present.war had teken place.
Recapitulation 1isted the destructicn of 44 tanks, 15 SP guns, 142 other
vehicles, 10 artillery guns, 2 machine guna and 432 PW'as taken by the 773rd
TD Bettalion. The AO07th towed TD Battalion, also in support of the 90th
Division, tcok a heavy toll of the Nazl armor in this action. On this dete
thelr guns destiroyed 24 tenke, 19 SP guns, 9 artillery guns, and 41 othar
vehiclea and begged 275 FW's, Truly a magnificent victory snd ample proof
of the fine tactical maneuver coordinated by the 90th Infantry Divisionm,
Colonel L. B, Jacoby, Lt. Col. Sundt end Lt Col. Frank G, Spiess, Commanding
Officers. of the 607th and 773rd TD Batialions respectiively, For this action
Colonel Jacohy was awarded the Silver Star and presentation was made by
General Wade H, Haislip as previously mentioned. By General Orders No. 22,
War Department, dated 2 April 1945, the 773rd Tank Desiroyer Battalion re-
ceived & Presidentiaml Citation for their outstanding and heroic action
during the period 17 Avgust to 22 August 1944.

Following this action the Group and 773rd TD Battalion made several
moves, namelys Chailloue, Brezolles, Longnes, Conde, and finally closing
into Rosay-en-Brie on 30 August 1944.

Severel significant events occured in this erea during the period 1 -
7 September inclusive where the Group and battalion engaged in rehabilita-
tion, maintenance and administrative functions, 1 September marked the
psecond Organization Day anniversary ohserved by the Group with appropriate
ceremony and entertelmment insofar as practical, Ferly on the morning of
the firet, a humorous incident occured which started the day off with a
"Bang". Tec 4 Oscar T, Mghanea, cook, was the captor of 3 German FW'a in-
cluding one officer, under very peculiar circumstances, Susequent publi-
city appearing in the "Stars and Stripes™, reproduced in its entirety here-
- in, made this a standout event in the activities of the Group. An annex
to this history depicts the "Order of the Golden Bird™ bestowed upon him
by his proud comrades in arms. The Group CP was located approximately 30
milea from Paris, which had just beem recently libarated, and following a
drawing a la Colonel Jacoby's unique lottery aystem a portion of the Group
had the opportunity to visit the "Gay City® as part of the Organization

-6 -






Day sohedule. The
remAindar of the
Group who ware sla-
ted to vialt the
city the next day
were awarded with a
gratuitous imaue of
"Eau de Yie"., Those
who indulged in the
solace of this cele~
brated French con-

Cookie Leaves the Latrine,

Flushes 3 Nazis With Shovel

For capturing three Germans while he was returning
to his cook-house from the latrine, T/4 Osear T. Mahanes
has been ,awarded the Award of the Golden Bird with three
clusters by the members of the Fifith Tank Destroyer Group.

Armed only with a shovel, with the sun in his eyes and
confronted by a heavily-armeg’
colwmin of three men, Mahanes,
“he  cuatjon said, brought  the
Penemy band under fire

However, before he was able to
.: fire s farst shot, the Nazis, spy-
74! ing the long, rugged-look:ng shovel,
P swrrondered.

The latrine mancuver tock place
in open, rolting country in Lthe vi-

coction will readily
attest to its poten-
oy and resultent ef-
fecta! Truly a "red
letter® day in the
annala of the 5th TD
Group. Needlesa to
say, Paris met with

_ . "cmll‘,r ol Rosy-on-Brie. Soon after
the enthusiastic . gl ‘he copoure of the cnimy—one
apprmral Of - Chentenont wnd fwo ao-eoms-—sol-
all and z o< } ‘ Lifs of she oaityf drew un a o
will occupy & p‘.l‘Olli- AD 2y b;—».—\ Criony toendd et by’ oandg e
nent page in their KAM =& ¥ - !1\ riva Iu. deieided by orethnzatinn
Y thrae, decoratd the cool walh the
manorj.r book as it [ . AR G e Gulden Bird—a dove
did ‘flth their pre_ & - 'r-.n:':'_.',x,'.. a lral wilh three noubag-
I . . . )
decessora of World ? yLaak 1Ubies on

War 1.

The three Pi'a corraled by Tec 4 Mahsnes, mentioned in the preceding
paragraph, ware the first of the final tally of 108 PW'as, including 3 offi-
cers and 105 enlisted men to be ultimately bagged by tha Group. The "high*
for P's captured by the wnit occured on 22 March 1945 at Zweibrucken, Ger-

many when Major Thompson, M/Sgt Siocum and T/5 Colbert rounded up 70 die-
i1lusioned supermen.

Even the Group Chaplain, Captain Charles L. McEachern, figured in this
highly entertaining sport with the capture of one German, Hitler issue, T/E
equipped with rifle (1) and grenades, potato masher type (2} on 26 Sepiem-
ber 1944. Chaplain McEachern was on D/S with the &13th TD Battalion in the
vicinity of Stephanafeld, France, near Brumeth, and while on hia misaion of
"saving souls” 4in this area was approached by a very voluble woman who,
gosticulating vigorously, kept repeating "Boche, boche", Chaplain McEachern
casually strolled in the direction indicated and confronted a stalward mem-
ber of the oppoging forces, Unperturbed and also wmarmed, in compliance
with the beat traditions of the¢ Geneva Convention, he convinced the errant
Nazi to follow him, The German complied and Chaplain McEachern informed
Captain Parkin, the S-2 of the TD Batialion, that he had "a friend” ha would
like the S-2 t0 meet. After a hurried appraisal of the situaticn the momen-
tarily nonplussed "host" immediately "dehydrated” this 'musual cuest and
initiasted the necensary action to sidetrack that individual's misdirected
search for Lehensramm !

NMovement orders ware received 8 September and the Grouwp and 773»d TD
Battalion closed at Rozay-en-Brie and moved to the vieinity of Vendeuvre,
The wission of the XV Corps, tc which the Group and battalion were attached,
was to protect the south fiank of the 3rd Army from Montargis to the Merne
River end {0 seize the 1line of the Moselle River in the zone; later to
peize Karlsruhe and secure a bridgehead over the Rhine River, or to move
through bridgeheads secured by the XII or XX Corps.

" The 813th TD Battalion, commandsd by the late Lt, Col, Clymer D,
Jafferies, fraash from the Belgian frontier, reported to Colonel Jacoby 9
September 1944. To enablc them to accomplish necessary maintenance it was
recommended that the 773rd T Battalion be aitzchsd to the 79th Infantry
Divialion, realieving the &€l 3th. The Chi, XV Corps, approvad this plan end
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the 773rd wes attached to the 79th Infeniry Divicion on 10 Sentember, In
support of the 79th Infentry Division the 773rd TD Bettelion was uvtilized
not only on TD mission but also in tenk assault roles, In the course of
this hectic action in the vicinity of Neufchateau and Mirecourt it was
estimated that half of the German 16th Infantry Division was ennihilated.
In furtherance of this activity the orgenization moved quite frequently
from 11 September to 26 September. CP's were established at Korancourt,

Removille, Fraisnes-en-Santois, Floremont and Luneville, closing in the
latter area 26 September,

Confronting the XV Corps and attached troope in the vicinity of
Luneville was the Foret de Parroy, a heavily wooded area roughly 45 kilo-
moters square, It was here that our tank destroyers were first succesa-
frlly utilized in such terrsain, Destroyers of the 773rd TD Battalion en-
tered the woods with the infantry and despite this unorthodox employment
end limited fields of fire proved of high tactical value and definitely
aided the infantry, The Bl3th TD Bettalion figured prominently in beating
back a powerful German attack launched 29 September against the Ath Armored
Division in the vicinity of the Rhin - Marne Canal ju»st north of the Foret
de Parroy. The TD's deatroyed two Mark V tanks, thirteen Mark IV's, four

SP guns, end fowr other vehicles in this action without loss to the tenk
destroyers.

Following the clearing of the Foret de Parroy, "Hellcat™ msnd the
773rd TD Battalion drew beck for a short period of rest wptil 13 November,
On that day the XV Corps "jumped off® in a coordinated push to close up
to the Rhine., The "Hellcati® CP made up for the long stay at Luneville and
moved rapidly to Ancerviller mnd then to Sarrebourg in the heart of the

Alsace - Lorraine region, the scene of memorable dispute among the Euro~
peen porers for centuries.

The 813th TD Battalion moved through the Vosges Mourtseins with ele-
ments of the 2nd IB, those fighting sons of Frence, and the 79th Infantry
Division, They closed up to the Rhine which was expected to be a definite
barrier in the Allied path of progress. Sudderly the Hun struck & counter-
blow. Qut of the north, the crack 130th Panzer Lehr Division drove south
with the mission of cutting the Sarrehonrg - Saverne hgihwey and isolsting
the trcops east of the Vosges. The Corps Chief of Staff conferred with
Colonel Jacoby and e plen of action was swiftly evolved. The 776th TD
Battalion and elements of tho 645th TD Battalion were rushed to the scene
of the action. As the fog lifted in the early-morning hours of 25 Novem-
ber the 776th clashed with tanks from the 130th Panzer Lehr and destroyed
9 Mark V tanks, while the 157th Infantry supported by elements of the
645th Tank Destroyer Battalion atopped the Boche advance at Rauwiller,
This turned the tide and averted what, could have developed into a disams-
trous blow to the XV Corps.

Exploiting their succese, the XV Corps drove relentlessly and rapidly
northward through the Maginot Line, only halting on the very borders of
the German empire. Tt was here thet the 776th TD Battalion rose to the
occesion and was especially effective in repulsing several massed tank
attacks in the 44th Imfantry Division sector eerly in December. The 17th
SS Peanzer Division and the 11lth Panzer Divisicn, the famous "Ghost Divi-
=zion", received a terrific mamling for their efforts and were forced to
retire to lick their wounds. The 776th wae instruments) in insuring the
frll of the great Meginot bastion, Fort Simserhof, during this pericd.
The TD's effective direct fire was of immeasurable value in the removel
of this obstacle in our advance, But circumstances developed that curteiled
further ndvance in the form of the historic Ardennes “Battle of the Bulge"
that broke on the early morning of 16 December, The critical mature of
this desperate, all-out Germsn offemnsive necessitated the lmmediate trans-
fer of some XV Corps troops to the scene to confine this threat. This situ-
ation caused a major shift in the strategy of our high commend. For the
first time since D-Day major preoparations had to be rushed for thc formu-
lation of defenasive measures to hold the now overly extended XV Corps front
mtil the drastic thremt up north had been beaten back and destroyed.
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As Anti-Tank Officer of the XV Corps, Colonel Jacoby skillfully mani-
pulated the meager anti-tank defenses left at his disposal and successfully
thwarted enemy attempts to penetrate our "thin skinned” perimeter during
this critical period, Commencing early on the morning of January first the
Germans exerted pressure on the XV Corps front, apparently attempting to
find a weak spot and affect a penetration. Leading this attack was the
erack 17th S5 Panzer Grenadier Division, As & result of one of these probes
the S5 troops pushed forward on & narrow front shoving through to Gros Red-
arching thence to Achen, CCL, 2nd French Armored Division, attached TD's
and with the assistance of elements of the 100th Infantry Division drove
this advence back by tho evening of January 1. In this actior the enemy
had 6 tanks destroyed. The third and final attempt by the Germans to crack

“our defenssa in this area occured in the vicinity of Rimling. The 17th S5
Panzers again pushed forward and recaptured Rimling and held the town wntil
February 15 when the XV Corps drove forward to straightem out their front
lines as pert of the preliminary strategy for the March ™jump off"™. For
the mejor portion of thia mection the Group CP was located at Fenetrangs,
closing in at this site 15 Januery and departing 14 March,

Barly in March plana were conceived for e gigantic gttack designed to
penetrate the Siegfried Line and advance rspidly im sone to the Rhine and
secure crosfaings in the vicinity of the enciont religious city of Worms,

In preparation for this drive Colonel Jacoby once again coordinated the IV
Corps anti-tank defenses and ample proof of his well laid plans was evidenced
in the destruction of 45 tanks and 25 SP guns in this drive to the Rhine. In
this metoppable surge forwerd the town of Bitche, a tenaciously defended
sore spot in the side of the Corps troops, was stormed end resistance liqui-
dated, The Siegfried Line fortifications, belleved by many to be virtually
impregnable, proved highly vulnerable to the devaastating esnd sccurste fire
of the powerful 90-mm. guns of the M-36 Tank Destroyerse of the XV Corpa.
Pillbox after pilluox succumbed to the intenme pounding they were subjected
to by theme destroyers which proved an invaluable =aid in ths penetration of
thess defenses, In rapid succession XV Corps troops passed through Zwei
brucken, Hombourg eand Kalserlautern and broke out into the plains, flooding
up to the banks of the historie Rhine.

Without breeking stride, hridging was accomplished and the enormous
tide of traffic continued its flow eastward. The 5th TD Group aided in the
swift crossing of the Rhine by fwrnishing a party of four officers and seven
enlisted men to aid in expediting and controlling the crossinga, In the
preparation and completion of this bridging and crossing the tank destroyers
of the 601st and 645th TD Battalions covered this wvulnerable operation by
demolishing ememy installations and flak wegons on the East bank of the
river. Within 36 hours all combat elements of the asssulting tank destroyer
battelions of the XV Corpe hed creossed the Rhine and were relentlessly aid-
ing in the puwrsult and annihilation of the disorgenized, fleeing Boche.
During the initial period the Group was located in a factory at Pfeddersheim,
On 29 March the Group Remdquarters made the long cherished crossing of the
great Rhine River, the last natural barrier blecking the 4llied advence to
the inner Reich, Following the croseing the commend post was esteblished
at Bensheim, later moving to Gros Umstadt.

Moving North and Northesst in their sonc the XV Corps moved steadily
until they remmed into the {ll-fated town of Aschaffenburg, There the
fanetically resisting Nazis subjected themselves and the inhabitentie of this
stubbornly defended city to a foolish doom that was to go down into the an-
nals of World War II history as the criterion of the utter destruction that
was to befell any clty that failed to capitulate in the path of the irresis-
tible Allied purge. Punishing, direct fire from the hot tubes of the 645th
TD Battalion end 191st Tank Battalion guns were instrumentel in eliminating

wyriad s%rong points in the town and pulverizing building after bullding
housing defiant enemy troops.

The XV Corpes juggernaut swept onward inte the heart of Nazi-land, Pam-
berg fell with slight resistence but Nurnmberg, the scene of wany party ral-
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lies offered sharp resistence which in the main coneisted of stubborn defen-
sive scticn by enemy barrieaded acroes the ancient moat and behind the walle
of the old "imner eity". But on 20 April 1945 the city fell and the huge
Nazi Zeppeliner Stadium wae the scene of reviews and ceremonies held by and
in honor of the triumphant American troops. As an ominous gesture to the
fading snd hopeless German cause the huge, gold-peinted swastika towering
above the rostrum from which Hitler and his cchorte harangued admiring

followers wes "bangalored® into bits, portending the fate soom to befall
the Party and all it stcod for,

The pace quickened with the "kill™ in sight and the victory in the air!
By now a famiiiar sight was the appearance of doughboy laden M-36 tank des-
troyers rushing forwerd to maintain the acceleratod pace of the drive and
contimie the inexorable pressure on the routed remmants of the once mighty
German Army. On to Munich, the orders read! Thias town, the home of the
*"beer hall putsch", fell as did its predecessors to the roaring onslaught
of an Army that wus not to be denied, The Group crossed the "blue Danube®
on 28 April and elosed in at Steudheie but stayed only long encugh to

"wrinkle thc sheets®™ then moved on to Alchach to keep up with the rapld
advance,

Thus in the wening momenta of the war the Group entered the tom of
Dachen, Here the infamous concentration camp of Dachaun was liberated and
ite inconcelveble atrocities were exposed as smple proof to an unbelieving
world, The ravaged immates, viciime of a despicahble existence, the raiiroad
carg filled with the dead bodies of victims, the ges chamber and crematory
need no photographic evidance to remsin forever indelibly imprinted in the
minds of those who inspected this scene of ebominable depradation.

Following a brief respite the XV Corps resumed the march, crossing the
Ion River and continuing socutheast, entering the heurt of the much publi-
cized but ineffectus) National Redoubt erea, The death rattle could now
be clearly heard. Ope of the final convulsive gunsps expired when the 20th
Arpored Division Mmocked out two German Merk V ®Panther™ tanke in their
advence, These were the laat tanks to be liquidated by the XV Corps and
sounded the death knell for the once highly toutsd German ermor. From the
time XV Corps and the 5th TD Group became operational, back on 31 July 1944,
until the cessation of hoastilities, Colonel Jacoby merved as Anti-Tank Offi-
cer for the Corps. With the (Oroup he was responsible for the coordineation
and aemployment of all anti-tank facilities in the Corps sector, The suc-
cess with which Colonel Jacoby and the 5th TD Group fuifilled this wission
is attested to by the grend totel of 1066 tanks end SP guns destroyed aince

the Corps became operational. Following appeesrs a monthly record of the
official k111" tabulated by the XV Corps:

Total Tanks and SP Guns
Month Destroyed digring Month

mtgauo.....--.-..ltclln-..-."l...ct...lu&’?g
Sept‘mbel.cco-t-o-l.-..'O.'-o-"n'~.’.-oc.¢¢u-"--|-n130

Octcbel‘.loluu'.t.l.'.-ooslﬂovOl-UU--ral.---fq.53
Novmbm'o...-.--.-------........--.....-..c--u“
DB¢bﬁr-...c..ao.-.-.-o.u.-...--.--..--.o.--037

Jmumo.lh.ot.a.nooa.-...---n-pou..'.n.n..c'.’?a
Fabm&ry..,.....u.n«-.-..-o-.‘-----a..--.---'.lyz
uarch"iiido-'ll..!ulﬂonllnr'l!..ﬂ'llllilﬁtitlttl'?o

Apri_lo---u...--o--p--c.-o-...-..--oo----o-o-.lz'?
uay-.'-ooo.'lt-..t'o-lll.l.."ll...!ol'.l-i-..u_'z_.
Total  1066%

#This total does not include 89 tanks and SP guns
¥mocked out by the 5th TD Group and 773rd TD Bn
vicinity of Chambols, France, 17 ~ 22 Auguat 1944,
while or temporary duty with the V Corps.
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