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) HEADQUARTERS
6018T TANK DESYROYER RATTALION
A, Po d. WO. 1, U.S. ARMY

27 mreh 1943

BATTLE OPERAT ION REPORT OF CAPTAIN HENWRY E. MITCHELL
COMMANDING OFFICER! COMPANY "3"

on tha aven of wmroh 24, 1943, 1 was ordered to place ny .
Company on the of Gompany “3§§10h a line extending in & direction
Yortheast to Southwest at about 2500 yards ahead of the El Guetter Passe
Qur mission was t0 protect the artillery displacing to the Eazt of the
passe We arrived into position about 0200 hours end began digeing our
guns into position. "I checked 2ll guns to deternine their separate
positions and their digging, also I ohecked the positions’ of the artili-
arye Our plan was to hold our right while the tanks were pushed on to
the soft ground. on our right by meneyvering our left guns. At epprox-
imately 0530, our reconnaissence reparted 16 tanks to our front. I
ordered the guns into position sven though time was too short to en=
tirely dig them in. A%t approximately O5L5, the tanks, followed by
infantry, hit owr right flank and our guns opened fire. [Lb. Luthi
reported infantry olosing in on his gunse My position during this -
attaok was about 500 yards directly %o his rear. Darkness, smoke and
haze made vision difficulte Finding his poeition untensble, L. Luthi
ordered his platoon to withdraw o the pass. Thia made Tte 1ambertts
third platoon position untenable and ‘he wae forced. to withdraw. I
reschaed the pass by traveling on foot and by jeep and endeavored to
rally the % we had five guns left o fight - one had hit a mine,
ong had a am and one nad & flat tire. As we githored these five
tracks, Captain pmulick, on hi# own initiative, placed one of ths guns
on the skyline to fire at a group of %tenks on the souths This gun was
easily destroyed. Lt. Iamber’ endeavored to reach the artillery with
the remmining guns under my orderse N1z guns all reached Battory "p"e
5%th P.A. Bettalion and engaged the superior force of tanks. All puns
fired vigorously and counted for meny tanks bafore being entirely deste
royed by the enemy, The remmining two guns were under . the command of
Lbte stark and Lt. Luthi and fired at tanks approaching the pass. I set %,
out on foot to discover another way to resch @y other platoon which was
far to the left front engaging the enemy. This proved too difficult and
I returned to find another Tank pestroyer pattalion entering the fight
and the pass held firmlye I have the highest admiration for .the men of
my command who remained in acjion against a superior foroe until their

guns were silenced.

HMITCHELL
Cos "B, 6018% TeDe Bne
gommanding
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_ HEADQUARTERS :
601ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

A+ Po Oa Nos 1, U. S, ARMY
27 imroh 1943
BATTLE OPERATIONS OF IT. JOHN D. YOWELL

PLATOON COMHANUGR 18T PLATOON
60. "B", GUIST TANK DRSTROYER BATTALION
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ghe lst plstoon of ™" Company plusiatteched gun of "A" Company, plus 3
gune of "G gompany moved inkto position after dark on the night of 22 ymrch
193 and immediately started digging 'imgpouitions. I went %o esch gun and -
gave them & gector to cover by fire. Abgut @5}1 houra, 23 march 1943 machine
gun fira was hesrd. pbout 30 minutes lnter s report was sent %o me Ythet an
snemy armored foroe was rolling down thelrosd, west towards Bl gquettar and
toward the gun positions of my platoon. iI told gergesnt Nesmith to be aspsce
ially watohful hecause he was nearest toitho rosd. He reported that a tank’

. was within onew=thousand (1000) yards of hime As it was #3511} dark T told him

to fire when he saw fit. (me enemy tenk moved in such s position that neither
Sgt. Nesmith or (orporal Hamel could firg at it. I moved both these guns back
to fuocilitvete en affective fleld of fire. gsgt. Raymond meneuvered his gun and
destroyed this pmrk yI tank with six (6) rounds. pour () rounds had ricochetsd
off the tank. 8zbt. Raymond fired one more round at the gama range at a followe
ing tank, this belng a jerk I1ve Immediately, it omught on fire. . Sgt. Reymondts
track wag destroyed before hs could fire another round. The enemy scorsd at
least three (3) hits on his track burning it up completely. His orew came %o my
track and j told them to mmke their way back %o the reuare paylight was Just bee
ginning to bresk and ggt. Jesmith, cple Hamel and Ople. Meckywor were firing
heavily at the enemy tmnks. A% this position I saw Cple Hemel degtroy & mark IV
and Sgte Nesmith knooked the turret off a mmrk IV st about 8001000 yards range.
Enemy infantry came in very close and. their tanks were laying smoke over, bringe
ing up line after line of tanks. I estimate at least ly to 5 lines with 15 to 20
~tanks in ench line. fThore were over one-hundred (100) tanks and I am sure of
this statement. Thore were tanks in groups of 6te and also & column of tankas
along the southern ridgs. The 3rd platdon, Co. "p", commanded by lat Lt Lambert
was the firs% platoon to open fire, drawing all the tanks on the south side of
the road. fThis motion left all of the tanks exposed to us and thay acted ag
though they could not loomte our fire. The snemyts fight flank was exposed to us
continually until both ggt. Nesmith and Sgte Raymonds tracks were destroyed.
whoen the tanks located us they turned completely around and came back over the
sam@ routes I helieve they returned because of impassable terrain and alaoc to
put our four gune out of mstion. vhen the tanks located our position they fanned
out and started towards use All this time s/sgt; Stima was keeping a steady
atream of 50 cal. machine gun bullets on the infantry and also pointing out tare
gete with tracers. It was quite difficult to sas &t times due tv the dénsity of
smoke, gun powder and duste I sent Cpl. Meczywor, Cple Hamel, and pgte Nesmith
to the next ridge and then followed. During this sction 3 gune of “g" gompany
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coverad me. Sgts Nesmiths track wag hit killing one men and injuring the otheras.
I sont after the track as it was still available for movamant. refore the man
could get to this track it wes hit agrin in the right resrs ¢pl. Nowsk bandaged
the men who were injured and sent them $o the hospital in a 3 %on truck driven
by ¢ple Tech. perretti. I sent all extra men not nesded to the rear ina 14,
ton truck. we fired continuously during this period. ¢ple Hoczywor track waé
hit but no one was hurt and 1 had n11 smmnition transferrad to P.F.Ce Sauklis
tracks. Az they transferred this HeE. anmunition they turned it to delaye-fuze.
The men transferring the ammunition warc P.F.C. Nerthling and pvt. grigiss.
puring the transfer P.¥.C. gaukiis track was his in the motor. I mowed p,.F.C.
Nerthling and the other "C" Company track to the next ridge whare I found snother
"c" company tracke Cpl. Hemel was out 4f smmunition and one ¥G" Company track
wag out of smmunition. I sent these tw& tracks beok covering them with mashine
gun (50 cal.) fire.and also shelled with one MR gompany trmoks P.F.C. Nerthlings
track was out of ammunition. At thik time we were doubly enveloped. by enemy
infantry and tne friendly artillery hadiblawn their guns and had gons over the
ridge for st lemat 30 minubtes. 7T heard: and elso felt s mustie blast on my left.
I told the two trecks to follow mes wbistayed in the 'hills out of sight unbil
17¢% houres I told the men to elther pg out on foot or come with me. Pleven
men came with me. e arrived at "p* Goapany G.ps the 2L mprch 1943 at 12¢F hours
with the fellowing equipment; ny porzonnel ourrier, one “g" empany track, ocoe
mmanded by §/sgt. partling, one track attaohed to my platoon from MiM com@any,
comanded by P.B.C. Nerthling ;

LA01st Tt]}oﬂﬁ.o
. : - Platoon commander, ist Plutoon
Y . oL comFan}r “Bﬂ . .

JDY/hjg
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COMPANY "B" 60ls% TANK DESTROTER BATTALION
JPO 302, Y. S. AR

SIAIEYENT

A% 8300 hours, darch 23, 1943, { went into position with Lt. Lam~-
bertts and Lt. Luthirts Platoons behind a small ridge one mile East :
of the high ground and seventtenths of a mile in front of the mine |
field. About 1630 hours, an armored aitack came dowm the road, pre- : j
ceded by infantry. Several rownds of 75mm were fired, and then the two :
platoons withdrew. One gun hit a mine on the way back. g wag daylight.
n the high ground, threes of the gu:ns were put in positions and con-
manced firing. Shortly tnareafter,: on order wes recelved fron Col. paker
through Captd Fuller %o send one platoon to: support Compeay “G". Pive
or ten minutes later, & second order, this time in writing, wes recelved
from the ssme source. This ordsr dirscted ur to send two platoons out,
one 4o support Cowpany UG! snd one Yo help the 32nd Fae After checl.ing
up, I found four gums in ghape to move out on such a mission, and after
resupplying two of then with anmimli.zon, the four guns were sent out to
BUDPOrs Gompany "oY and the 3Znd . F:,,a Lte Lavbert wus in charge.

lennw hj.le, one of our gums un(ier Sgte Uragon hed been hit ¢u the
right {lenk. Cpl. Richie's gim had; a hreech~block which had Gesn hit end
would not operate. It had heen hiﬂ by snall arms fire in our Tirst positionaa .
Gpl. Beileyts track had a flat tire. I placed Cple. gailey's gun, which
would still fire, 14 & position where it could fire et the tunks with=
drawing on our right flanks, snd it remained there unbtil late efiternoon.

The anmmunition left on Upl. Richiers zun aud on g l. Dragon's gum was -
uged to resupply the guns of Reconnaissarice Gonpany whicliwere still in
actlon. That e.f%ernoo:z, the firing died down somewhat, 1 returned to
owr Gompeny Rallying Polnt.s ilars, I found one Company "¢" gun which
. had besn brought out by the Bith 7A, oue gunm of Li. Yowell's which hed

bean brought back, out o wmlmitiun, by ite orew, and one gune of

Company "R" uader Cpl. Richle, the bresech-Llock of which had been repaired.
I resupplied thege witn amaunition, and shortly thersefter, Capt. Hitchell
had me place them in position on the high grownd we were holding. I re=-
mained there all night and was relieved about 1200 hours, March 2y, 1943,

. by uaits of the TUlst D An.
M 4. J =
HGETH Be STARK

lst Lte, 601lst 7D Bn.
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on the night of March 22i 1943, our company was ordered to halk
up a defensive position across{the valley, 8 wmiles cast of L Guebtar, -
on the Gabes road. e reachediour positions about 100 hours end
storted to dig owr guns in. At LOO hours we got = repory that a
tanl: atlack wes coming down the road. I ordered 1y four dgsbroyers
into firing position and waltede At zbout 530 hours T &aw AL Men
coming over o ridge in front of our position. I walbed wnbil they
viere a thousand yards from ouriposition, then I ordered all guns to
fire, [ observel our shells landing all around bie enery infantry. Our
firing continued till about K15 hours and it ‘ool a hoavy toll on
the enemy. Meanwhile, the eneiy infantry kept advancing wnder our
fire, and some of them swept agound our left flank. I made a quick
decigion, and I drdered my platoon ¢ withdraw Lo a nill about 1000
yds behind us, where A Co,, 601st TD Bne had their guns in position.
I put my guns into position, and we commenced firing on 22 tanks that
wore coming down the right flank. A few of theam were lmiocked out, and

the rest withdrew.  Lt. Lanbert was ordered 4o take I gans and Jjoin the 1st Bl

Platoon on the left flani. Thvee of his puns were out of comnission,
80 I was oriered o give him 3 of mine. I had two gung lette One N

of my own and one of Lb. Lamberts, wideh could still fire. I placed these

‘gung inbe pogition, and they fired on tanks on the right flank unbil
both pas were hit by enemy ertillery. I hod the crews wibhdrow to
our rear bivouac area, and I remained with Lb. MHner and his platcon
unGil sboub. 1700 houss, then I went to the forwnrd Bne Cel.

ROBEHT Ao LUTIHL
156 Lbe, Fhe N
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STATEXENT

_ on the mornidg of xaroh 2_5, 1943 at about ﬁa,dp’ hours my platoon
went into position sbout eight miles eset of El guettar. Just before
dawn we were atiacked by infantry and tenks. Ny guns, bélng on the
extreme right flank of the pn., observed the Infautyy approaching in
front of thew; Tenks followsd close behind the infantry. As soon ag
“the enemy besoemae olesrly silhicuetted against the skyline, I gave the:
ceommand to fire. My s imediatel; opened up on the enemy. After
a fow rinutes of intense f{iring, I heard a "march order™ owvsr the
radioe J oalled the osptein suvoral times by radic in an attempt %o
vorify this cammand. when I looked to the left flank, it seamed.to
me that ull the vehicles in that sector had withdrswn, including two
of the destroyers wader my comumnd ) This left my two right destroyers
completely exposed un the left sndrighte. Not having received eny
reply o wy radio messags, I doncluded that the comm\nd to withdraw
0 the hlghground wes authentic, an:l consequsntly, I comwanded my
two right destroyers to follow me. (M the way back ggt. ghristisnts
vehicle hit twe or more mines and was almost compla+aly dsmohshcd,
govaral mqbers of the orew deing mjwed. ----- —

On reaching the high ground, »y remaining threse guna wend into
position and opened ffre on ths enemy. Gple Ritohiets wshiole bew
cams inactive dus to a hit by 2 smell arm bullet on the bressh latch.
T ordersed him to pull baeck to atberpt to fix ite I thoen ressived the
command to gather my platoon and go forward to protect & battery of
guns 1in front of the ridge to the left. (pl. Nuileyvs vehiocle had a
flat tire, this gave me only one wvehicle of my owm. Sgbe christiants
¢ple Ritohlevs, ¢ple Bailey's vehiclee heing out, T zot my one res
maining vehicls, Sgt. Hormets, and borrowed thres destroyers from Lbe
< Luthi; 3gte Ritsors, Sgbe Kindulleg and gple. Holdents. we followed
the designated route in an atiempt %o get to the artillery, but exe
. tremely hesvy tank fire knocked out my vehicle and I ordered the guns
%0 kesp going mt fall speed, in an attempt to get them in defilads
behind a amall ridge t5 the aaak, My men and I, having Jumped out
of my wehicle, ren for cover behind 4 ridgse Here I decided %o
attompt to gel to my gums. ple Iinkey.voluntesered to come with mes
Howevar, before we could rsach the gun position, my destroyers had
gone into action under Sgh. fltso, and after heving brought very eff-
sctive fire on ths eneny and having destroyed severak shemy tanks, three
degtroyers were destroyed by the enemy and tne remmining one was des troyed
by its crew when its position becane untsunble.

Jeanwhlle, Cpl. Richie and Upl. paileyts vehicles were in aciion on
.the ridge to the rear. (Gpl. Richle himself was in command of §pbe llornets
acstroyer, Sghe Horne having besn knooled unconscious by a shell Ju-;t be-
fore we left on our mission.

A;E’tar finding tumt all my guns had been knocked out, I returned with
what men < could i‘md %o the Rellying Point. ' ‘ '
- 1 -
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Statement on bastle of March 23, 1913 ', ;;
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Hovement luto position under dover of darkicss was caryded ouwhe
Our platoon dug in without the knowledge of the terrain features,
consequently & Lev tracks had to meve later in order to firc on ememy
Lanks ., ) :

|

“Observed fire along the southarn ridge, east of us, ab about ’
OL30 hours, later enewy machine gud tracers keep pouring up the velley—
knew ab this time thob they were hunting for armoura '

{
. _Redio commmnicutlon was excellent. Our troops starbed looking for
gnd Infantry atback, malking bthem a :;‘bi'b unsure of thenselveos, :
1

Flrst sigat of a btank by our platoon was observed by Sgte HeSmith
who communicebed to Li. Yowell, who reported he would walt wnbil it gob
closer, he also weported Infantry moving ups Flrst shots were fived by
Sgte Hoymond on owr Lefhs  Ib wes gblll very dark snd vision was only

£

possible on sly” lines ab 1000 yds. | S5t Hedmith discovered & tank o fow

yds ahead of him bub could nol lower his'piece enough o firve. Lb.
fowell orderec him back a few hundred ydes Ab tids timg there wos very
heavy fire,both mschine gun and fi¢ld guns, both by shemy end use

Hy vision of the tanks Xnocked out before dovn wes Llimibeds sam
muberous fires and wo Liring in draws that ran lorth and South wilch
was to our front, xdght front, and left front; also along the road

Cruaning east and wesbe At bhis bime Sgbe Raymondis holf trgek tos

hit end set on firgy his ¢rew gob oub and came to the Flatoon Ceb.

then dawvn Zinally came Sgbe Hefndth vas to the right with Cpls
Homel and Cple Mecgywor was on’ the left with condact to G Cos 6lst TD
Bn. It appears 4o ms that the enemy beliwved us Lo we wibhdrarn snd
Bagmond!'s trock was burning and the shells were egploding; Thus it
secied bo The enery thab no one was theres Libe Yowell had threc
tracks and the porsounel carvier right bebind the firve with pertial
defilades . The tanls were ab a hadb so e wers not sure virich ones
‘were hite -

A6 this tine cnewry Infanbry were obperved. o opened up wivh
machine guns supported by C Co. SULst TD Bn, on the leli-fire was

oifectives lHexo observed smoke lald down east ond west along the

southern ridge, half hours laber that lene was full of tanks, it
appeared that we vere now really cub offe % wes Light now and e
Imew the layoub of the ridgess ALl ~ur tlwee gung o oot un plug
0 Co.s60L TD Bne and 105t $- our rear. AXL the tanlos Trom the

wight front, that disy further advanced ones, pulled baek fasts Ve

felt pretty good then. Had numerous hits and there were slenty of
fires. Ogb leSwmith shot the top off a MK Vi. There wore a lavio
nusbor of ME Vl's immobilized with crews bailing oub, Tanks in all
directions were just sitbing, wos nob positive Lf they were out or
nots At this time we were positive of seven tanks destroyed , large
ammuition druck destroyed by five, numerous Infantry eibher ¢leaned
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Statement on battle of March 23 1_9143 {Contid)

oul or hiding. ‘

Then at around 0730 the large J.ield guns opened up on our Millery
and gob a fewr hils on tho:ir arsmnibion or something which burned,. Enemy
tanlss on our lefd opened dp on us bnd we staxteu pulling bock once more..
Sgre Hesmitht's track reced ed a divect hit and the crew werd badly cub
up with one Iilleds -Libte ¥Yowell znd Cgl. Howak administered Lirst aid
and our machine guns:ecub looses Anm.r flon. was bransferved’ bo our re=
mpdindiag traclas, .a.nauhex' 0 Go, 60.'.‘..;» track was hit from the. lci“b—nrem ‘
ware safee.

Tibe YowslL c'an in :,hc 1mundm by our A.Ac 'bru.cl: and . jeeps Romalne-
ing men from the disbbled half tracks were pub in Cple Hamel!s track -
as he was vub of ammnition and owr supply m.b ov.t plus- our conmmuiica—
tionse Ib wes now 8000 h@ws—suemd Like o wesk bo us all. Onebrack
from ¢ Coe OUL was abh vached to ou’ remgining trac]r arid personnel corrier
and we withdrew bo fhe Norbh West ﬂbouw 800 ydse. By thiz time the
eneny had a lob of small pris godng and rc_pz.d firs pachine guns.: s
heavy {ield bautcrn.e werg firing pnd tenks were &ll over the berrain
in groups of Sikiss Saw & lavge "ﬁ.lghu of our bonmbers ahd fighters

so figwed we had plmty of helP. | lic wers mereed in on.again, so e
shifted again, gounted our sumnition, had 5 HeHels in our SePa¥. and
C Goe O0L1s track claimed he wao aboub osub, $6.we ’c.oo;c up a pocition
ond Just Tf&lucdi Could seq our Arbillery firing aud the enemy btonks
vm!Lngl up end. d:fa.n.ng, baq:k » keh.m.ng our xr:l.end:i.j barrages from 'be:va‘_,
d.x.rg.cl, AZL'Lmu , ; ‘ .

. F
f
"

3 ! . H ML 2
The enery: tanks muwbered in -t:.lr:ee digits, no one sctually counbed
a5 1t hurt us _be.u as it wa.qa : '

\

Wolbed “-lel the encnv s‘nﬁ:ad at asboat 1630 hours, supported by
lerge mmbeérs of airerafy.: xiziomtl He Vs b agaln and came in bo our
Cale &b noon moxt daye .| :

o i

i v " MICHAZL V. STLR,
: | 5/5g%.; Go B 60L T B
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This happened about 130 hom's An the morning when we were a:.gging
for. holes. Our forward Observer send us the word that we were being
atvacked by Enemy banks3 everybody wis ready on the guns waiting for the
tanks to get in close enough range Lo open fire, when we spottud eneny
Infantry. Ve gob the command to open fire on the adivencing treops and
we did so. AL the same time enemy tanlcs opened fire on us with thelr
88's and machine guns. I _®aw & buncil of Infantry, sbout twenty five,
ail in the sane bunch so I fired on them with a ommle rounds of IHeE.
Yell, the resuits were about six lefy to get up and walke Then.the
Infantxy kept right on coning and got within fz_fty yeards of our gun
positions Here we were in a valley where we couldn't gebt to them.

Ab Bhe same bime the tenks were advaqclng toward us, se we got the come
mand to sithdrasr to o betbexr position, wiich we did in #h orderly fash~
ion. ¥Ye then hook up hew positions dnd openec} up on the spery tanks
agaiie After we had kaocked oub a Idw of the tanks werhad orders to
move to a Lervard position, about six hundred yards to the front and
about & 1000 yards to the left flank ibhrohgh an open fielde while we
were advancing to ocur forgard position the eneny tsm{g gzeroed in on

us and were dropping shells all around us, They finally dicd get a hit
on one of our brocks and put it out of commission, 'ber'g}orarn.ly, which
hagpened to be the commander's track, bub the vest of the trucks gob
to their ne. position safe. Afne'"* the comnanders treck gol kuocked oub,
I viag Zenlor; so I puk the. gons in position and started .T.:L.I’J.fl[; 80 as bo
gupport the fisld AbAllerys I spctued a tenk to my front so fwed

ot b but the shot landed over ths tan I cawe dowm on the rc,mge and

got o hit with an f«P. trocer. ‘The. crew stgrted clinbing oult of the tank
so I pub a round of HeEs delayed fuze in the tank and 1% started to burst
into flames. I thon put anothier round among the orew that were ruuing

for safety and got them: &% the same time another tank which was a JK L
came in belind the one I all ready lnocked oubs I pub a round in it’

vibh an A«P. tracer ond sbopped ity so. Yo moke sure T pub/an HeE. delayed
fuze in 1t and set it on fire. Thon a bhird tank ceme up beside the two

I had elready pub out of action. I Fired an hePe bracer into it slkopping
some. I had one more round of Helle left s¢ I Lired that at the bank. I

hit the tank but didn't seb it on firve thds time, so the tank crew kept on
fir...n;_, the guns at us. I had ne more H.4e so I iired what few réund of
A«Pe L had so bthen the enemy Ini‘anbw were already oom:m& over the mounbalin
with thelr machine guns and machine rifles and were firing ab us. Inemy
Lenks were all ready . approaching us from all gides except bhe rcir, bocause
whey couldn't get over U blg hill wideh wss behind us. Ve werse u]?&".};pbd "rn
ouwr posivion and couldn't get any of the guns oubs Two guns were alrea

out of action;. and ravher tmn to leb bhe Enemy .ot the guns and use them
on us,; we destroyed the other two thab were ussble and the Arbillery did

the gume bhing. Then we withdrew %o the hills wibth wounded and got to saf-

ety. ‘ovever, the tanks were sbopped and the enemy suifercd 39‘“3“3 lostes
in tanks and men. X a(

JOI{ Gy RITS0 /4’ 7
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From our [irst position on the right of the road we opened fire
on an ememy tank about 0500 hours.; The second round stopped the tank
and we fired 3 more rounds inbtg 1te e belleve this was a MK V1 '
From this same position we knocked.eut & second tank with L rounds. -
Fired about 10 rounds of HeE. at the infantxy. e then withdrew to a _ ,
new position sbout 300 yds up the roads While we withdrew Cpls Diag
fired about 150 rounds with the 50jcal. machine gun. %e fired about
5 rounds from our new position befere our breech block jammed. Ve took
the gun back to try and f£ix it but!the breech latch was hit with
machine gun fire. 4 '
: 1.

_ I then took charge of znother)gun with Cpl. Diaz, We went for-
ward t¢ protect a battery of guns from the 5th FA Bn. We ppened fire
imnediately on a concentrastion of tanks to our right front. ile knocked
out two tanks, Both of these started to burn. There were several more
tanks stopped in this area but there were three other guns firing from

the same position. However, I think we stopped at least two more of
these. lis were being fired upon very heavily but this time our track
was hit in the froat., Ve took cover until the 5th FA Bne blew up their
guns and bhen we blew up our track and took off on foot.

In all we destroyed b tanks and possibly two otherss

when we gob back in the afternoon our track wes fixed and we then -
went back into position. Stayed there a1l nignt and the next morning
until we were relleved by the 701lST TD Bne. )

//%,

HARRY J. RITGHIE
Gple Go B o0lst TD Bne

oo™
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, STAL
Tanks atbacked gt dewn. Vel could not make oub in whob divechlons

Lhey were goings Ve jcowld hear their motors. I was dug in and in good

defenslve positlon. At the breok of day light I dld uot sse any taiks

ab my direct frombe I sow blivec'banks that had passed ouwr line of Pires -

Thoy were in line with my vehicle facing our lines on my right Flenk ot
o thousand yards. I backed my veltlele and faced it to owr wight Flank
end. opened firg on a MK Vi.. Fivé rowads bounced off and the sixbth one
‘went homes I lined my gun on the second tank as Sgb HeSeith and Cpl.
Hamel baclud thelr vehicles up fev a better position, ag they had no
targets Lo fire on. I fired andihit a ME VI sith one round and he
stoppeds thile thid was going on tanks appeared st my previous pogi-
tion-I mean from where the enaqyistarted the sbtack-and bhey were ens
gaged by fouk guns from ¢ Goe 601, I vwas hil once, end Sgb lesmibh who
had changed positions igot the tenk that hibt wes On the second wound that
wes Lirved Snto my motoy I gave ny crow orders to bail oubs Ogb Stima
covered owr geb avzy with a 50 cals mechine gune Ve gob om Cpls Hamells
vehicle and ho took us out of the enemles Line of {ire. The vehicles
vhat were: liocked oub had 30 cells guns on them for probettlon aiainst
cnewy grouhd troopss | :

Hoo-

ADOLPH L. RAVIOND,
Sgbe Cos B 60L 0 Dne '
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On the morning of the attack, the first thing I heard was that an
‘armored atback was coming down the iroad, so I went forward about twenty-
five yards to observe and I could not see any armored vehicles, but I
did see infantry. I then gave the:.range to my gunner anu we fired
gbout twenty rounds of Hels smwmnition ab them, just then to the right I
spotted about ten or eleven tanks.| I estimated the range at about one
thousand or eleven hundred yards, we {ired about five rounds of A.p.
and I know thot two of tie tenks were stopped. Ve hit them low. I think
it must have been the bogie wheels we hit. Ve then were ordered to withe
draw, which we did back to & ridge!which overlooked the valley snd that
gave us a much better chance to fire at thems We took up a position and

fired about ten more rounds of A.Pé and Super HeE. into a bunch of tanks -

at sbout fourbeen hundred yards, I know we hit Them but there were
other guns iiring at them also so I canlt ssy just how many we stopped.
We then had an alr raild alarm and I ran to a waddie to take cover and
that was the last I remembered until 1 awoke and fourd cut a shell 1ib
in the trench and knocked me out and killed a doughboy. I understand
Cpl. Ritchie took over my track from there.

o T %”W /% M
_ JAMES Ge HORNE,

{.:" = ,_!’: Sgbe Co B 6UL TD Bne
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‘I, Sergeant uiaha.el H. nragon, on the morni:ng of mroh'd?;rd 19,3,

. bhing attached to "R" Company went forward from Bl Guettar to mest an,

expected armor attack. We made owr first poaition on a srgst of A rize
overlooking ths direotion from whioh lay the enemy lines. About ﬁﬁ.ﬁﬁ
hours or therembouts we were warned. of armor units coming toward us.
spotting tanks which wers supportad i)y enemy infantry, we opéned fire.
goon -later we were given mareh-ordar, as ensmy infantry was too close .

for us 4o do much firing without dnngar of being enveloped. v¥e retired.

to another hill %o the rear which held some of our infentry. ?Paking up
a position, we took up the fire sgain. sghortly, twentyeone (21) tanks =
appeared on our right front and were working down the valley. ghifting
my position upon orders from CGaptain pauliock, we opendd fire on the
right at three thousand (3000) yurds. This position wasntt very good
and I was told there were more positions to he had on the far right -
side of the hill. winding a better position, I moved my half-track

and as I was directing my driver into & partial defilade we got hit in
our motor. The half=track started to burn and we abendoned it, $aking
cover in some dugeouts. We made Wive or six trips saving what we could
and getting ammunition out for the other tracks, who were almost out.
Wwe atayed there the rest of the day with the infantry. Towards svening
we started back to the rear w#nd contacted the rest of "p" Company. '
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We want into position at night and dug in. pPirst sighted enemy L
troops in early morning and reported it 4o Lt. Yowell. ®eard tanks :
moving down the road on our right flank., ggt. Reymond opened fire and
coversd us while we were moving to s new position. He got his first tank
& few minutes later which was & #{ yI. ye then swung around to another
tank, fired a fww rounds sand put it out 6f order. At that moment he ,
was algo liit and his track was set safire. e got on my track and I :
beought him and part of his orew to safety, and went back to my positlon P
and opened fire. Sgt. Fednith opened fire on the tank that gobt Sghe P
Reymond and sent tha turret sky highs I had alresdy gotten one tank P
and put it in flames. " Then the German Ixiflntry atarted herassing us : .
with machine gun fire. In the meantime ggt. Negmith wes hit sud his ?
track was out. ©Desing one of his men crawling toward us, I $waped out
and helped him to the persomnel carrier.; We had gotten our second tank
hitting it at the bogey wheel and put it .out of orders There was so much . - o
dust in the air that we waited for an helf-hour so we could apot enemy
tanks. * opened fire on the first tank snd put it in flames, with my 5th .«
round, which was & super shell on delayed fuse. Then thay started o . ;
double envelop us and we had orders to pull ouvs i,

. A\

,’j‘:.w,"' . VICTOR T. HAMEL
/; v Gpl. go B 601st 7D Bne
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