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BATTLE CPERATIONS REPCRT

At about. 2350 hours, 22 warch 1943, I redeived ordere from the mattalion
Commander to move my First and Second platoons to a point about 5000 yards
east of the pass at Y2760 and outpost the poeition of "g' and "on Compenies
until dawn. My Third platoon was to remain et the pass and defend it. At
dewn the First and second platoons were to be withdrawn o the pass and help
iIn ite defense. ‘ . '

The Reoconraissance platoons moved out ut ebout 0015 hours, 23 werch 1Q,3,
and had the pogition outposted by 0115 hours. Conbtaot was esteblished with
the 2nd pattalion, 18th Infantry, on the mountain at Y3569 at sbout 0230
hours by Capt. Paulick and with the 1st pattalion, 18th Infantry, on the
mountain to our rigiht at Y3363 at about 0300 hours by Lte Giois.

At about 0500 hours oontact wes made with the enemy when 2 men in a motor=
cyocle with side car were surprised at jourwoutposts. Dne was ceptured and the
other seriously womndeds At least 2 companies of infantry on foot in. squad -
column were preceeding the 16 texks we could see by this time. poth platoons
engeged the enemy with MG, 75 mm HE & AP, and 37am fire. At lesst 50 enamy
infentry became casualtics as & result of this fire. No hits were observed
on the tanks at this time. puring the withirawsl, the 2nd platoon Jeaderts
track was hit by H®, and the Platoon Yesder wes injured. Another track was
hit duwrling the withdrawal from the first pallying Point. 7Tt is inboresting
to note that during unight atitscks the Germsns fire trucer bullets from a
light weohing pun mownted co-axially with their heavy calibor gun, and they
svore good hits by following up with heunvy caliber shells any deflection of

their i tracer. 4t was about 0520 hours end still dark when the two tracks e

mentioned above wers hit.

1 gave the order to withdraw,and the lst Rallying Point was ocoupied at
about 0500 hours. Just prior %o dewn both platoons withdrew to tho ridge ..
at Y-27C9« During the withdrawil from the ouppost line, it was necessary
to abandon one 75mm destroyer and one 1/i~ton ¢ and R which had becoms mined.

At about 0500 hours 21 tanks attempted to oubflank our posktion on the
right. These tanks were engaged by direcet fire of L destroyers, two of which
ware Reconnaissunce (ompany, one from "aAM' (ompany, and one from 'i" Company.

- The artillery fired heavy concentsations on this growp of tunks. At lesst

8 tenks were disubled or destroyed on this flank or which ly wepre retrieved
by the enemy. The attack was stopped at sbout 0930 hourss vuring this action
t.e "B" Compeny destroyer was hit and burned. ' '

From shout 0930 heurs to sbout 1600 Lours our position was under heavy
long renge artillery fire. At about 1700 hours enother atback came due,
wWest down the valley. dJust prior to this attack owr position wag dive- .
bombed and strafed three times. This atback consisted mainly of infantry,
but the tasks could be secn about & miles distaut. The attack skojpped
about 1500 yards short of our position. .
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At dark three gums of "5¥ Uonpany were atbnched to me by the uatt&llon
gumnanders these tnree gune along with Ghree of Recormaissance Sompany
and three from it Gompan; were orgenised into night defensiwve positions.
Tachine puns wera pleced on the growmd and. 1ﬂcorgaratod into the infanﬁry
plan Gf defanse. #o sttack developsds. , .

Due %o the absencc of the Pletoon: Leadar and Platoon Sergennt of tha,w
gecond platoon who wore wounded and wiseing in achtion respectively, no dow
tailed report of that mction is submitteds 1Their ection ie incorporated -

Cinto the gsuneral action of thls repori.

The followi:ng observsation and revomrendzitions are made as result of perw
snnul observatlon and GOLzerence with platoun leadera.enéaved 1n t:is battle;.

{1} The 37mm AT g is 1nef¢act1ve sgaingt -the enemg'rmrk 11T and lerk Iv
bank aexcept st short rangos (ebout hDOHGOO yards).

(d) The present Torm destroyer 13 Lnot oz pable of "slugbing it out“ wiﬂ1 ]
eriomy tenks in the opens 1t must have dLg in positions for all around defense.
Alfernate positions should be preparsd for each gun if the tetbein and %ime
permnite This is essential bocause $ho! present dsstroyar lacks the armor
prcteatlon nacessary tc stay in a sznule poaltion.

(3) ‘Guns must be placed in deo%h in & dofensive posmtlon-
(L) +obile reserve of zuns should be kept wheraver possxble. These guns‘a:..ff

should be used Lo either réplace guns that have been disabled in the forward
positions or to countor any flanking movement that may be atbenpted. E

(5) ammmition resupply must be et the point of defense. Humunition re-
supply must be initiated as soon as a position is ocoupied if cha miss;on
requires maxing a stand there.

(6) the trajactory of the pressnt 7Hmn destroyer is not flat enbugh
for ideal tank destruction. At ranges in excess of 1000 yards the fire
characteristics are plunging in effect. A more flat, faster trajestory
ig desirable.

(7) Tank destrojor delvunsive positions must be organized with a view o
cowbatting infentry whiech usually comes with enemy tuuk atbtacks. If no ine
fentry units are available for this purpose, the automatio woespons organic
to a TD Bn. should be plazed in proviously prepared dug-in-positions.

(8) The present AP shell, TSmm, penetrated both sidas of the side armor ‘
of the haﬂmul_mmk v tank at ranges of 800~1000 yards. : :

(9) sowme ef:evtive meins of combatting eneny armor st night must be
devised. {mne solubtion would be to eaploy the same means used by the (ermans=
that is, aubomutic wenpons Liring tracer bullets cow-sxially with the heuwy
caliber gunse

.
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(10} Reconnaissance elewents of a T Ime. must receive training in night
reconnelissance. puring this campaipgn, the Germen armored slements have made
3 night etbacks, ususlly when the moon is full or nearly full, egainst units
of -this pattsllion. udeavy stress must be put on tank silovhettes, both friendly j
and anemy during this trailning. - : _ 7

(11) Half-tracks aro not suitable vehicles for reconnaisscnce sgainst ‘
. armors They arc not maneuverabla enough and not fast enoughs 7The light
tank 35 and/or whelled armore: vehicles are strongly redommended.

AICHABYL PAULICK
Capte, OLlst TH In.
Commanding ‘
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RECOWNAISSARCE COMPANY, 6013? TANK DESTROYER BATTALICH
: BATTLE OFFRATICIS RUPORT .
FIRST PLATOON

23 march 1943 -

At about 0100 hours, 23 iarch 1943, I was out on & recomnalssence
mission ahead of the Rattalion. At that time I moved to establish cone- -
tacht with the First pattalion, 18th Infantry. Contact was sstublished, f
aud L returned to my putrol at sbout 0300 hours. In the meantine the
remaindor of the platoon was brougnt up with the Second Platoon under
the Company Lomsander end a defensive outpost line wae set upe This line .
csongistad of 2 tracks with 37mm guns and 1-75mn destroyer on the Horth !
side of the roade Both .30 caliber ats and .50 caoliber Mits were dug
in on grownd mounts. : :

% about U3V hours the silouhet:es of foot=troops were secn and the
runbling of tracks was heard. At about the same time 2 men in a motor-
oycle and side-car came ulong the right into our position. We opaned fire.
One man was seoriously wounded and the other was captured and sent back.

At the same time 16 tanks, preceded by what eppeared to be mbout 2 companies
of infantry on foot approached our position. Ve opened fire with evory=-
thing we hade 37:11 cunnistor on féot&troo;>s 8t short ranges (our range

vug 8bout 200 yards) is very effective. lie were ordered to withdraw to

the 1st Rallying Points. fThere, Yapt. ¥aulicl ordered our 2-3Tmm s on

"B" Company's right flank. Our 37mm's returned firo on the attacking

tauks. Just prior to dewn we were withdrawn to the- Pass ut Y=-2769 where

we ocoupied defensive positions.

[ty guns were placed in position to defend the pass wder It. Rogers, . B
-and I established au Op at the same point where the Infantry Gombat Team 1
Cormmander hed his. Just before derk, I was relieved from this Op and - ‘
helped coordinate the night defense. lioc attack develpped during the night.

a_X
AJOSEEH As GIOTA
[Ast Lte, 6015t Tp Bn.

/ Plate Comdrs, lst Blat.
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A% about 9030 howrs, 25 1wmreh VE3, the Third DIntoon noved $0 dofvne

#ive 3 posltloss on the 8oush side of the pags &% Y~ 00 ﬁb mt ono hour
Before dawn whora wes awavy Dirdng aboat § nilea Tast of %His Pacs whare
"B mnd "0" Compunies wndl the Firet and Seound rlatosna, heenmsia. anc
Company, had engaoed Teaaks snad in:‘mtrh AL devm Derman taelw apurosched
wr posiiion fron um TaYE. o w'&suéd ﬁm with- 1 SET ang ) }5{@:. fidie

Guns on the Iuft of tho Pass wins into mesion M% with tha sriil.erye.
The oy did unot advenes any further Wost a% it tino. Leeary argillory
Bt abou, 730 houre Iaid o hesvy eomeuw&tim: of wwiakn on our poaitione
AT aboud 5500 hours Ay OF on She douth flank resorted scout cars mm ﬁa:ﬂu‘s
o6 owr Beuth Clank.  There were 02 Gooks and ssoud cars aikamabing W _
oud frm}. oul poeition ot 8 rasgs 1D sbout S000 yards. ¢ put fj }:ﬁﬂ Guna
and uw 2 Ftme guns inds popitlon and pponed fire on these taokse Friendly
nriillery wua notilted of thla ~rihoe mul bheevy urt*imr aungonsrations
wore als: laid on this Sroup of ﬂ.; cleg. At abonk ()\}JB ar RES haura
the wwis withiraw lesving 2 tanke:in iheé nost Porward posisisw snd 2
beok® irther o tho Eaate rFroe gy o 1 sew.d definitely u,;mamr, Ig dip=-
abled Sa-dks Lelug towe! fros tis positions

H
&
1

e

e TRV Gompeny sun placed inloosition on Bhie Clank Wi dﬂatrt&ye&
by mmgf il Fires from choud &f}a té sbout 1830 hewrs ol punitisn wes
under henwy kmg;'raa':ge artiilery Tlree 4% 103U hours opcs chrorved ensmy -
Luwantry advansing oo bobh #idss of ‘—‘*‘m rond sbouwd 1 «ile ¥asy of cur '
posivivus it eboul the sean tine sup position was dive=bosbed snd strais
three Lites. then gxemy lafwntry wd approssbed to w.dhin 1500 jurds,
Wy opaned up with mne Thovs pum uning 55 shall. The Beclion Gorgesnt sd-
Justed on <he right of tho Yiae of im.‘m. 2 snd wade Bomil sa37%8 Por
233 perds to ihe 10t of the romd. I ssibwbted thsn ab Yenpy 100 SnaTy
Infuntry wore ¥illsd ar wounded darfing thiz fire. Our srd$illery teen
erprgad the miesy lnfrotey with dlme fire mud the abintk way 9t oede

e orginlzed owr poxition for night defenss agaiust benks wid dup
in maching gune for snti-mecomual adtrohs. “hope wag ne oshar sstack -
on our poei*'i:zu. o
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