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HEADUARTRRS
601ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APQ 758 o US Army

4 Mareh 1945

SUBJECT; Réport of Operatiocns for Peried _ ' _ ;
’ ' 1 = 28 February 1945, ; : ‘ . ‘

0 ¢+ Commanding General, 3rd In;’an't;ry Division, APO #3, U.‘_S. ATy .
. i )

8 SUMMAKY OF OUR QPRRATIONS:

At the beginning of the period the Battalion, attached to the Ird Infe g
-antry Division, held direct fire positiens in support ef the Divisien which _ o
had estaplished a bridge~head south of the GULMAK CANALe. Each company was in
general suppert ef its repective regimedt: #A" Company with the Tth Infantry
Regiment; “B® Cempany with the 15th Infqlntry Regiment; "C" Company with the
30th Infantry Regiment., | ' ' :

buring the first half ef the peribci the Battalién eperated in suppert c :
of the Infantry in cutving off COLMAR to the Kast, geizing HEUFBRISAUH, and Y
capturing the approaches to the HRISAGH Bridge. Througheut this epsratiom -

. the guns of the pattalion placed direct zssault fire en eneny streng peints,

pillboxes, machine gun emplacements, and groups ef enemy, Few enemy tanks
or ansred vehicles were ween during this times -
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The tirst week of the period was cherscterized principally by the
adoptien ef pursuit tacties against enemy troeps withdrawing in good erder frem
the COLMAR POCKET. At intervals the eneny attempted to impede our progress B
by leaving behind relatively large detachments ef infantry ana armor in itewhs i
and villages in the path of our advance.  The guns ef the Battalion assisted - .
the Division assault by demelishing, with direct fire, enemy held houses, ' '

. pillbexes, and gun emplacementss Sinee the enemy's armered ferce had been
either destroyed or badly meiled in the last periedys no ammorsd engagement
oi any consequence developed, When the Division encircled NEUF=ERISAGH and

captured the approaches to the BRISACH Bridge all enemy reiistance in the - |
area cellapseds : : . : i

Fellewing the cleanup of the GULMAR PUCKET, the Divisien was placed en the -
defensive aleng the KHINK Hiver in the vieinity ef BrRISACH. The BBktalion _
at this time placed its guns either in direct fire positions in suppert of _ S
the Infantry or in mobile reserve where they could be used against any enemy -
aetion, At the same time the Battalion began changing ever frem W20, '
tank destroyers to m=36 tank destroyers, and Companies of the Battalion

in reserve were able te bring their new weapons into operational conditian o
and to earry on limited scale training, ' ) ' co
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The Jast half ef the period sew the Battalion move with the Divisien to anm
assembly area in the vicinity ef PUNTea=iQUSSON (U=765357) te carry en & pregram
of rest, rehabilitation, dnd training, With a complete change=ever in its basic

weapon the pattalion began a training period to makm all crew members preficient
in the operation ef the new tank destreyers, .
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bs ENKMY OPEHATIONS FUR PERIODS

At the outset of the period the enemy continued to resist stubbernly the
Divisionts advance South from the COLMAK CalAL and Kast teward the HNINEwnHONE
- CANAL and KHINE Rivers On the 2nd ef February the.Battalien had one M=10 destreyed
by enemy tank fired while supporting the advance ef the 30th Infantry near :
MARGKULSHILIM and two others were knocked out by enemy bazooka fire in the course
of the 7th Infaniry's attack South of BINSHEIM on the 5th of February, The
enemy, during this part of the period, was attempting 'to withdraw the battered
repmants of his ferces acress the RHINE, covering the movement with scattered peckets
o1 foot troope supported by a very few tanke and SP's and by artillery emplaced
East of the Hiver., By the night ef 6~7 February, all erganized enemy resistance
West of the RHINE wiver haa ceased, t .

During the period 7=-19 February, while the Battalion remained in a defensgive
roele in the area between the HHINE=KHUNE CAaNAL and the HHINS® Kiver, enemy agtivity
consisted almost entirely ef light caliber ano spewadic artillery fire,

On the 19th ef February the Bsttalien, with the Divisien, was withdrawn
from the sector and out of contact withtthe enemy, -

- ¢e BITUATION aT END OF PruiODs

At the end ei the peried the pattalien was assembled in the Uivison area
carrying on & program of training and rehabilitation and several modifiestions-
were being made on the destroyerse Fer the first time in 185 days the Battaliea
was completely relieved from the line and the utmast effort was being made te
-bring the men up te tep ph:?ﬁiil'and mental cenditien in antieipation ef future eper-
atians, : ' ' '

.dy STATUS OF PERSONNEL AND MATHHIAL:

By the end of the peried the Battalion had completed the exchange ef kw10
tank desiroyers for the ¥=36 tank destreyers and was completely up to strength in
its basic weapon, .

Insejar as personnel was concerned, the Batialien befan the period twenty
men understrength, had approximately the same number of battle casualiies, and
received fifteen new men, ending the periad twenty~five men understrengtih.

The reinforcements received were Armored Force Trainees who had left the
Unised states approximately one month previously, Although they had not pet seen
action, these men appeared to be potentially good tank crew men, At the close of
the period beth old and new men were being trained in the use of their new destreyers.
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ey COMMENTS AND LeSSONS LEAKNED$ '

“\

1e The use ef artifieial meenlight helpedsaigreat deal te facilitate a
smeoth flew ef night vehicular traffie. !It is felt that the empleyment ef
searchlights ks preven worthwhile frem the standpoint of reducing traffie
accidents alone, ‘

2. Comments en the =36 tank destroyer are reserved uatil the time
t-hay have undergone® a thereugh test. ;

1

WALTER B+ TARDY
"Lt Gel, Fui.,
Commanding
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OPERATIONS RUPORT
ANNEX Bos 1 1 Harch 1945 '
SUMMARY OF DAMAGE INFLICTED U ENEMY
PERIOD: 1 Feb = 28 Feb 1
_ : A Co ag:gu' s C Co RM--‘
Probablea o t H 3 o
Arméd Cars & Hell Tracks 3 H : t s '
, gacmme Gung 2 1 s 3 :
flrtilleg and fx';_guna $ 3 : 3 i _
pafantr‘r ¥iiled t : 3 P
Fill poxes (RB) 1 : ‘ ' 3 :
Trucks and Cars K t 3 1 $

Misceliineous

1 Reduced and neutralizod ey held strong points and ey

occupled houses. Killed an
of ey by direct fire,

d woundad umcmwn number

* spelsted Ing in the Capture,

CASUALTIES INCURRED BY 6015T 1D BN

_PERIOD:  f -

=<8 Fabruary 1945
Mo $ & Co :

o meeghe b e =

3 A Co : chﬂc_q_:}{g Co ¢ Total
Officers _ ew—a—=KIA Y : 1 O t O O ) 0
. Y. 3 0 : 0 0 LI S .= 0 : %
Enllsted Men =——-~KTA 12 s U : 1 1 O .0 $
%ﬁ. . 1 3 : 4 33 : O : 19
W-10fs KOfd-—Burnt $ 3 t o P, t o 2 4
or not repairable : b 3 0 IR ) : LI

" FOR THE BATTALION COMMANDEH:

FREDEHICK C. MINER
Captaing, Fede,
Ba &§=3
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SUMMARY OF EVENTS

1 = 28 February 1945 | AT
| | 2
- ' Noery
FEBRUARY 1 | ~~~i,,_,«-/

Ren Co in sup of 254th Inf ran motorized contact patrols on Div left flank; ,
A Go in sup of 7th Inf in reserve; B Qo in sup of 15th Inf supported Inf attacking -
te RHINE ~ RHONE CANAL; ¢ Co in eup of 254th Inf ocoupied defensive position vie
JEBSHEIM (V-811477)., o .

FEBRUARY 2

Ren Co in sup of ‘Tth Inf ran motorized patrols between 7th Inf and RHINE RIVER;
A Co in sup of 7th Inf supported attack of dnf on KINHEIM (Ve850420) captured 50 PW
and assisted Inf in capture of 60 Py; B Qo in sup of 15th Inf occupied defensive fire
positions along RHINE = RHONE CANAL KOtd ‘one ey Mk V tank; C Co in sup of 254th Inf

- occupled defensive fire positions along RHINE RIVER.
FEBHUARY 3 _

Ren Co in sup of 7th Inf ran motorized patrols on bank of RHINE RIVER; A Co
in sup of 7th Inf supported Inf on attack of BIESHEIM (V-855379), 1 ¥~-10 KO'd by
ey bazoocka; B Co in sup of 15th Inf occupied defensive positions along RHINE ~ RHONE
CANAL; C Co in sup of 254th Inf occupied defensive positione on bank of RHINE RIVER,

FEBRUARY &

Ren Co in sup of Tth Inf ran motorized patrols on bank of RHIKE RIVER; A Co in
sup of Tth Inf support Inf in cleaning out and consolidating BIESHEIKE, fired 25 rds
HE and 25 rds APC at ey strong points and caphtred 11 PW; B Co in sup of 1l5th Inf
sup Inf on attack of strong point N & & of BIESHEIM; © Co in sup of 254th Inf

supperted Inf on attack through BOIS BOULAY.
FEBRUARY 5

Ren Co in sup of 7th Inf formed road blocks arcund BIESHEIM and ran motorized
patrols through townj A Co in sup of 7th Inf on attack S of BIESHEIN to a position
W of KEUF BRISACH; B Co in sup of 15th Inf supported Inf on attack S & E of BIESHEIM
fired 20 rds APC, 15 rde HE at ey strong pointse; C Co in sup of 30th Inf occupied
defensive fire positions NW of NEUF BRISACH: :

FEBRUARY 6

Ren Co in sup of Tth Inf ran recon to find supply routes for Inf; A Co in sup
of 7th Inf set up defensive fire positions vie VOGELSHEIM (V-865350); B.Co in sup
of 15th Inf supported attack of Inf on FORT MORTIER (V872368) and of capture of _
approaches to BRISACH BRIDGE; € Co in sup of 30th Inf supported attack on VOGELGRUN
(V-877350) and ALGOLSHEIM (V=867339), ‘

FEERUARY 7

_Ron Co in sup of 7th Inf moved to mobile reserve position vie KUNHEIK (V-850416)
A Co in sup of Tth Inf occupied defensive fire positions vie VOLGELSHEIM; B Co in sup
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j?RISACh BRIDGE; € Co in sup of 30th Inf occupled defensive fire posmtions vie of
ALGOLSHEB& and VOGELGRUN 4 e

”  FEBRUIRY g

Ren Co in sup of 7th Inf running motorized patrols betwsen ths RHINE RIVER ~
and the RHINE - RHONE CANAL in Div Sector; A Co in sup of Tth Inf occupied defensivo :
fire positions viec VOLGELHHEIM; B Co in sup ‘of 15th Inf occupied defensive fire ‘

positions on the bank ol RNINE RIVER vic BRISACH BRINGE; C Co in sup of 30th lnf
occupled dsfensive fire positions vic of M.GOL&I{LIM and VOGEL(E{UN.

FEBRUARY 9 |

RBen Co in sup of 7th Inf running motorized patx'ols between the RHINE HIVER and
the RHINE - RIIONE CANAL in piv Sector; A Coiin sup of 7th Inf moved to reserve posi=-
tions in KUNHEIM end ARTZENMIEIYM (V~856463); B Co in sup of 15th Inf moved to raserve .
position vis KUNHEDM (V-843423); € Co in mp of "30th Tuf moved to defensive positions 2
vie BRISACH BRIDUE and VOGELCGRUN .

FEBRUARY 1C

Hen Co in sup of Tth Inf ran motorized and foot patrols between RHINE RIVER and | ;

RHINE ~ RHONE CiNAiL in Div Sector; A Co in sup of 7th Inf occupied reserve positions 3

. in KUNHEIM and ARTZENHEIM; B.Co in sup of 15%h Inf occupied reserve positions vic ‘ '

KUNHEIM; € Co in sup of 30th Inf occupled dlrect fire positions vie BRISACH BRIDGE
and VOGELGRIM . .

FEBHUARY 11

Ren Co in sup of 7th Inf ran motorized and foot. patrols between RHINE RIVER, and
RHINE = RHONE GiNAL in Div Sector: A Co in sup of 74h Inf occupied reserve positions
in KUNHEIM snd ARTZENHEIM; B Co in sup of Ll5th Inf occupied reserve positions vie
KUNHEIM; C Co in sup of 30th Inf occupied direct fire positions vic BRISACH BRIDGE
and VOGELGRUN, fired 14 rds HE at pillboxes on F, bank of RHINE.

FEBLLUARY 12

Ren $o in sup of 7th Inf ran motorized and foot patrols between RAINE « RHONE .
CINAL and RHINE RIVER in Div Sector; /. Co in sup of Tth Inf occupisd reserve positions “
vie KUNHEIM &nd ARTZEMHEIM; B Co in sup of 15th Inf occupied reserve positions vie
KUNHEIM; € Co in sup of 30th Inf oceupied direc’o fire positions vio BRIuACH BRITGE
and VOGELGRUN,

FEBRUARY 13

.- .Rem Co in sup of 7Tth Inf ran motorized and foot patrols betweea RHINE - RHONE
CriNIiL and RHINE RIVER in Div Sector; A Co in sup of 7th Inf occupied reserve positions
vie KUNHEIY and ART ZENHEIK; B Co in sup of 15th inf occupiéd reserve positions vie
KUNHEIM in process of charging over from M~10 TD's to L-36 T's; C Co in support
of 30th Inf occupied direct fire positions vic BRISACH BRIDGE and VOGE LGRUN.

FEERUARY 14

Ren Do in sup of Tth Inf ran motorized and foot patrels between RHINE « RHONE :
CANAL and RHINL RIVER in Div Sector; A Co in sup of 7th Inf oceupiad reserve positions .




2. by z - . - .
o / . Reproduccd at the Dwight D. 'EF“:S"_B{!]J_by}[e‘f‘.-P;‘*ejfd'g)j{j’a‘l.Libr&'y‘ L

fvic KINHETM and ARTZERHEDE; B Co in sup of 15th Inf in reserve vic KUNHEIU carrying
on program of maint of new destroyers; C Co in sup of 30th Inf ocoupled direct fire’
ACH DRIDGE and VOGELGRIN, | SR G A
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" positions vic BRIS

FEBRUARY 15 _
 4en Co in sup of 7th Inf ran motorized and foot patrols between RHINE = RHONE
CANAL, and RHINE RIVER in Div Sector; A Co in, sup of Tth Inf occupied reserve positions’ -

sup of 1l5%th Inf in reserve vic KINHEIM carrying on e

vic XUNHEIM and ARTZENHEIM; B Go in _
program of maint ol new destroyers; C Go in) sup of 30th Inf occupied direct fire

positions vic BRISACH BRIDGE and VOGELGRUN «:
FEBRUIRY 16 | N
~ Ren Go in sup of Tth Inf ran motorizei and fool patrols between RHINE ~ HHONE-
CANAL and RUINE RIVER in Div Sector; A Go in sup of 7th Inf occupied reserve poeitionsa
vic KUNMELH and ARTZENHETM; B Co in sup of 15th Inf in reserve vic KUNHEIM; ¢ Co in
" sup of 30th Inf in direct fire positions vie BRISACH BRIDGE and VOGELGRW fired 31 rds

APC at ey pillboxes. 1

[ l

FEBRUARY 17 Tf
i K ‘ .
Ren Qo in sup of Tth Inf ran motorizeqil and foot patrols between RHINE - RHONE
CANAL end RHINE RIVIR in Div Sector; A Co in sup of 7th Inf occupied reserve positions
vic KUNHEIM and ARTZENHEIM; B Co in sup ofil5th Inf in reserve vic KUNHEIM; C Co in
sup of 30th Inf in direct fire positions vic BRISACH BRIDGE and VOGELGHUN.

FEBRUARY 1£.

Ren Qo in sup of 7th Inf ran mo
CANAL and RUINE RIVER in Div Seclor;
vic KUNHEIM and #RTZENHEIM; B Co in sup
sup of 30th Inf in direct fire positions vie BRIS

torized and foot patrols between RHINE - RHONE

A Co in sup of Tth Inf occupled reserve positions
of 15th Inf in reserve vic KUNHEIM; C Co in '
ACH BRIDGE and VOGELGRUN, '

FEERUARY 19 . |

Ren Co released 7th Inf assesmbled in KUNHEIM in preparatioh for move to new aresj
4, B and C Co released ofsup of respective Regt and assembled in JEBSHEIM (V=805448)

in preparation for move to new area.

FEBRUARY 20
gntire Bn moved from vic JEBSHEIM to PONT—A=MOUSSON

¥

(U=765357) into assembly sreas

FEBRUARY 20 - FEBRUARY <28
Entire Bn carried on a program of training, rehabilitation and maint.
TD's were drawn to replace M=10t8, '




