HEADQUARTERS
60187 TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO AbL . .Ue Se ARMY
3 June 19kh .
SUBJECT: Reports of Operations for Peried 1 « 31 Nay 194k
M“‘""‘“‘"M-. .
b o) 3 Oommanding General, Third Infantry Division, APO #3, U S

The Battalion (with the follewing attaclments: 1 = 7 May 1944, Company
wA", 701lst Tank Destroyer Battalion; 7 = 1l May 194k, Company *B%, 70lst
Tank Destroyer Battalion; 1 = 22 May 194k, Company "B", 805th Tamk Destreyer
Battalion (towed)) was attached to the 34th Infantry Divisien from 1 » 22
May 1944 and engaged on one limited objective attack ( 2 May 194k by Company
wpe, 601lst Tenk Destroyer Battalien)e During the period, 1 = 22 May 194k
an average of 400 rounds nightly were fired by one platoon of the Battaliem
Reserve Company for Marassing missions in support of the 168th and 133rd
Infantry Regiments.

From 22 May to 31 May 1944 the battalion was attached to the Thixd Inf-
antry Division and was engaged in the attack begimning the morning of 23
Moy 1944k, The 601lst Tank Destroyer Battalion was supported by the following
attached units: 20-24 Mey 1944, Company "A", 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion;
23=27 May 194k, Company *B¥, 805th Tank Destroyer Battalion (towed); 28-3L
May 194k, Company "A", 905th Tank Destroyer Battalion (towed).

Company "A", 60lst Tank Destroyer Battalion attached in support of 0th
Infantry Regiment; Company ¥B¥, 60lst Tank Destroyer Battalion attached in
support of 15th Infantry Regiment; Company *C®, 60lst Tank Destroyer Battaliom
attached in support of 7th Infantry Regiment.. Reconnaissance Compmny was
employed in support of the gun companies by attaching one platoon (2 M-8¢s,
1 ¥-20 and Pioneer Section with half-track and mine detectors) to each com-
pany. They also manned OP*s, recomneitered gun positions and cleared mines
for the advance. Company "A®, 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion was detached
fram the battalion 24 May 194k and employed in support of the SSF. Company
®A%, 805th Tank Destroyer Battalion (towsd) was employed in am anti-tank
defensive role.
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During the attack the battalion lost 4 M=-10ts through enemy mines and one
T=70 and one M=10 was damaged through enemy shell fire, 10 M=10ts were dam=
aged through enemy mines, The battalion closely supported the advanaing
infantry by destroying strongepoints, enemy infantry, dug in guns and tanks.

On 26 May 1944 Company "B¥, 60lst Tank Destroyer Battalion was attached
to *Task Forse HOWZE®" and closely supported the force which reached all of
its objectives, _

On 27 May 194k, Company "A®, less one platoon, 60lst Tank Destroyer Bat-
talion was attached to *Task Force SHEPPARD™ and closely supported the force
which reached all of its objectives,

The enemy armor was seldom seen and only in groups of two or three tanks or \
self-propelled guss. The weight of our arwor strength was far superior and \
caused the enemyy armor to fall back hastily, b

Baemy mines proved very successful in spite of engineer efforts to find
and 1ift all of them in the path of the advancing armored elememts, The enemy
had selected very good positions for his anti-tank guns and pillboxes, Numer-
ous night air raids with eaemy planes dropping anti-personnel bombs samsed

‘soms damage. * .

co SITUATION AT THE END (F s

At the close of the period the battalion with one company of the 805th
Tank Destroyer Battalien (towed) prepared to continue the advance on ROME Ly
being placed in a suwpporting rols with the Third Infantry Division and the SSF.

Por the attack, Company ®A%, 60lst Tank Destroyer Battalion supported the
30th Infantry Regiment; Company "B* supported the 15th Infantry Regiment;
Oompany "g* (two platoons in reserve) with one platoon swpported the SSF;
and Company ¥AY, 805th Tank Destroyer Battalion (tewed) was attached to the
601st Tank Destroyer Battalion for artillery and direct fire swppert,

Although in the attack beginning on the 23xd May the battalion received a
considerable number of casualties both in men and officers, it was able to
enter the fimal assault with all 36 gms committed and properly mamned.

d. STATUS OF PERSONMEL AND MATERIEL:

Morale reached a peak just prior to the attack em 23 May and remained
high all during the remainder of the periocd covered by this report.

Vehicles and guns are in excellent condition, 7The losses in persocansl
received in the full scale attask has resulted in a dire need for replace~-
nents of drivers and gumners fer our M-10's in this battalion. Every effort

is being made to procure the necessary personnel, } /
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(1) It has been noted that in the present operations very satisfactory
results have been obtained in the employment of the Tank Destroyers through
T the Infantry Regimental Commander's understanding and confidemce in the
abdlity of the Tenk Destroyer Compeny Commander to select positions and
routes of advance without limitations excepting the sechor boundariese

Probably the most outstanding lesson learned during this period came

about when mmercus enemy mines were encountered in the advance. Experience ‘
proved that speed had to be forgotten and a slow advance led by mine sweep-
ers and engineers on foot provided the -ost successful fire support in the

attack,

An =10 is recommended for the Tenk Destroyer Company Commander in order
that he may move about in comparative safety while directing the operations
of his platoons in astual combat,
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A - NRADQUARTERS
~ 601ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO L6l U. Se ARMY
|, CPERATIONS REPORT 3 Jume 194
SUMMARY OF DAMAGE INFTLICTED ON RNRMY
PERIOD: 1 MAY - 31 NAY 194k
$ ACO s BCO : C
sand gP's_ 3 3 ot Nepe
ok X R i
Arsd Cars & Half-tracks 3 s $ 1 Nome -
Maching Guns s 2 3 s ¢ 2 (')
Axtillery & AT Guns s 1 (AT) 3 : s 1(aAY)
Priscoers of War s s s $ None
Miscellaneous ¢ 1 Nebels 1 Nebel: 2 Flak—~: 2 Nebelwerfers
s worfer s werfer 3 wagens 3 2 Flak-wagons
CASULATIES INCURRED BY 601ST ™ HN
PERID: 1 MAY - 31 MAY 194k
: ACO s BCO $CCO ¢ BONCO: BOGO: WIUE
Balisted Men s 7T s b s+ 2 3 8 : A s 59
Officers t 1 : 2 s A s ] s 7
¥=10ts (KO%ed not repairable g s '3 s s
- in 24 bours) t 2 3 T 2 3 s s b
Miscellaneous Vehicles $ T=2 s t1 ™0 tltm ;1770
s s s ] ston wre~: 1 T™=2 (wrec-|
H s H s s cker ke
s 3 s 3 s s 1 10=-ton
s ] H s ] g wrecksr
Por the BATTALION COMMANDER: /T_;‘, |
' 7 77/.9”4/./"/;
“4, = |
“GEcRm’ ¥, MACKLIN
lst Tbe, PA .
Adjutant




HRADQUARTERS
é01ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO Abh U. 8, ARMY

| 3 June 194k
SUMMARY OF EVENTS - MAY 1944

Nay 1 = Ron adjusted fire of 185 FA on Inf. Several casualties observed.
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into house. Targest received several direct hits. Persomnel seen
leaving.

3rd Plat, "B" Co, 805 T.D. Bn fired Cn Co, 168 Inf on enemy vehicles.
2 vehicles destroyed. Ammo fire starteds.

May 3 - i1

Moy & - ¥i)

Nay 5 =~ 2nd Plat, "B* Co fired 400 rds harassing fire on 9 targets.

Nay 6 - 2nd Plat, *B¥ CO fired 600 rds harsssing fire on 10 targets.

May 7 = 2nd Plat, *B" Co fired 400 rds harsssihg fire on 10 targets.
Ron fired 151 FA on eneay occupied house. House demolished.

May 8 = 3rd Plat, *B* Ce, 805 T.D. Bu fired Cn Co, 168 Inf at 50 to 60 enemy
infantry. Many caswalties.

Nay 9 - 1st Plat, "C* Co fired 600 rds harassing fire on 10 targets.
Nay 10~ 1st Plat, C Co fired 600 rds harassing fire on 7 targets.
Nay 11- 392 |

May 12 "A® Co fired 40O rds barassing fire on 8 targets.

May 13- 2ud Plat, “A" fired 40O rds harassing fire on 8 targets.

3rd Plat, "B" Co, 805 T.D. Bn fired Cn Co, 168 Inf at two groups of
Inf (15 in each). Many casualties.

May L~ 2nd Plat, "A® Co fired 400 rds harassing fire on 7 targets.
May 15 = 2nd Plat, "A" Co fired 400 rds harassing fire on 8 targets. é;?
May 16~ 2ad Plat, A" Co fired 40O rds harassing fire on 8 targetse
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¥ay 17 = 3rd Plat, "B* Co, 805 7.D. Bn fired Cn Co, 168 Inf at MGe MG des-
troyede 4

May 18 = 3rd Plat, *B" Co fired 342 rds harwssing fire-on 8 targets,

3rd Plat, "B* Co, 805 T. D. Bn fired Cn Co, 168 Inf at enemy Inf.
Many casualties, fire started,

May 19 « 3rd Plat "C" Co fired 89 rds direct fire on enemy OP. Many direct
hits,

Ren fired 125 FA at personnel. Eneay dispersed. Many casualties,
3rd Plat, *B* Co fired 281 rds harassing fire on 8 targets.
May 20 « 3rd Plat, "B" Co fired 399 rds harassing fire on 7 targets.

May 21 ~ 3rd Plat, ¥B* Co, 805 T. D. Bn fired Ca Co, 168 Inf at enemy persen=-
nele. Area well covered. Several casualties.

3rd Plat, "B" Co fired 4LOO rds harassing fire on 5 targets,

May 22 = ¥B® Co, 805 T. D. Bn fired Battery "B", 634 FA Bu at enemy. Very
Good effect,

1st Plat, "B* Co fired 400 rds harassing fire on 8 targets.
May 23 = 1st Plat, *P*Co destroyed Nebelwerfer with 2 rds. Started azmo fire,
May 2/ = Fired upon enuw infantry held strong points, MG's, and AT guns,
May 25 « Fired upon enemy infantry held strong points, MG's, and AT guns.

" MAy 26 = Fired upon eneay infantry held strong peints, MG's, AT guns and

tankse, One enemy tank probable KO.
May 27 = Fired wpon enemy infantry held strong points, MG's, and AT gunee.

May 28 « ®"B" Co fired 105 rds HE, 92 rds APC in support of TFH repulsing
counterattask, Dispersed inf. Sidenced MG nests.

May 29 = ®B" Co fired 9th FA Bn at enexmy inf., *Excellent effect.®

3rd Plat, "B" Co fired 25 rds at enemy inf. “Effective.®
2nd Plat, *C" Co fired 75 rds direct fire at two enemy flak-wagouns.
Destroyed same,

May 30 = *B* Co fired 10 FA Bn on enemy inf. “Extremely effective.®
May 31 - Supplement to 23 May 194k: 1st Plat "A" Co fired 5 rds HE direct
fire at Nebelwerfer - destroyed.
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