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603 D TANK. DESTRCYBH BATTALICN (sy) APO 340, Us Army._ .._

"fg' 30 August 1945

':;Bubjectz Operations and results: of 7D activitien for the 603 Tank
_ "Destroyer Battalion far tho geriod July 28. 1944 to Aprﬂ

30, 1945,

. T0: - " Commmnding General, Gth Armorgd Divialon, APO 256, US Arnm
' (Att.ntians Chief of Staff) \

28 Gompany A, Gompany B, ana Reconnaiananca Gompnny attached'_f
- to go§ggt Command "A". aompany C attached to Combat Gomu :

 '29-31 " Units aupported advanct of commanda to the Granville-hv-
' ranches road. -

. - s ¥
C - . v
. e - : 3,‘ ;

‘August N

A-15 B Company attached to ésarva Uommand. Roconnaisaancc Com

" pany did reconnaissance for Combat Command "A".
Near Kermelec A Company’ silenced enemy machine gun and -

mortar firé. Near Plabennec another machine gun position, e

1 truck, and 1 motorcyé¢le were deatroyed. _
- The second platoon of ﬁ Company assisted in. the oapturo of
276 EM and % officers at St. Pabee.
At avignac the first platoon of C Company fought its way
out of an ambush, killing seven and wounding others. At

" Gouesnou the first and third platoons fought a rear guard_Vh-

action, killing 3 membera of a moriar aquad and about 5
foot troops. _

16-31 Bafore Brest Bsix destroyers of A Company went sut on an
, offensive mission, destroying 2 150 mm guns, damaging a-
nother, and destroying 2 concrete emplacements.-From 21eti -
" to 31st A Company supported the 834 Division with’ 1ndiroctf‘
. £ire~T00 rounds fired. °
" One platoon of 8 Company ghelled the ‘town of Ooncarncau
. and sank one flakboat ;n the harbor.
~ Onae. platoon of . C Gompanw shelled the town of Goncarnaau
. and helped effect the aurrenﬁer of 99 scldiers.

1-31 " Reconnaissance Company 1ed Combat Command "A". in its dash
: ‘ down to Bresit. Numerous skimishes ware had with German pa@u
rols and automatic weapon ambushes. At Antrain, Broons,
Poullaonen, and Huelgoat sharp encounters were had with
. German Forces, On Augudt 10th the first platoon effected

‘the surrender of 125 soldiers. The next day over 200 ene—:_f

. fy were rounded up. In ‘all Reconnaissance Companyes took
over 500 priscners in the Brest campaign by negotiations -
.- or battle. At one point' the Germans were forced from their .
' soastal defenses and had to destroy 3-8“coastsl guns in

‘concrete emplacemente. At another pecint 5-75 mm field- pie%i'

 ces with crews were overrun and destroyed. 1- half—traok
and -2 ataff cars .were. &bstrqyed and approximately 100
soldiers killed or wounded by Reconnaissance Company in
~ their dash to Brest. .
‘Our casualties- for this period ware:
Personnel R
Killed 0 T'EMH .
‘Wounded 4 O 23_EM.,5

j S R A

’ Miﬁsing_- S 12 EN L




o Reproduccd at !he'Dw.ighlD..Ei.éeh'lrb#verf?résid‘eim:‘bi Library ) 1 : Y E S

JUSPA, ] . S e i S

=" " Enemy. casualties were: - ' S
2 AT guns!

1 Arty gun
4 AA guns
4 Pillboxes
1
1
94

AA Flak-boat -
. Gun emplacement
948 Prisoneirs

September = - .. | ',1 C o
=10 A Company supported the ‘834 Division in operations against

~Brest, 103 rounde fired direct and 1476 rounds indirect. ;
. B Company held high ground east of Hennebont., . . |
€ Company not opprational this period. :

. 11=20 Units not operational, moving from Brittany to Lorris, L
: France, From 18th to 20th C Company occupied defensive |-

_ positions in Luneville, . : o
21=30 Company A supported Combat Command "A" in ite attack eocuth SRS
from Gremecey Forest taking the high ground around Jallau -
court, Lemoncourt, andﬁgosaieux. Against a counterattack
at FPossisux one platoon 'reorganized as foot troops and
drove the enemy off destiroying one MK IV tank.

B Company not active, 1§ . “ = ' I
¢ Company supported Combat Command "A" in its attack south -
from Gremecey Forest, At Armaucourt the third platoon -
deatroyed one ammunition dump, shelled the town heavily,
and took 150 prisoners.:The first platoon on the right .
flank destroyed 5 wheeléd vehicles, 5 horse drawn vehicles, |
7 machine gun positions) assisted in taking 75 priasoners, ;
and killed or wounded -approximstely 150 in operations froam
~ Armaucourt to some five miles north of Arraye-et-Han.

. Reconnaissance Company served as left flank guard for Com-

. bat Command "A" in the push from Gremecey Forest.,:2 horse

. drawn vehiclea snd 3 wheeled vehicles were destroyed, .19 I

" prisoners taken, and 12 enemy killed in operations. In the .
vicinity of Leyr a heavy counteratiack was broken on the i

-"25th with 30 enemy killed, 20 wounded, and 29 captured.

Our casualties for this periocd were: .
Personnel Lo
Killed - -
¥otinded 1 O 14 EM
_ ‘Migsing . - -
Enemy casuallties were:
v MK IV tank .

" 10% Machine guns.
<1 Pillbox

4 ‘Motor vehicles
. R 17 1. Houses
‘ B 10 'HD vehicles
| R 26'1 Prisoners.
‘.‘:s . -

October o , P A .
1 Company B,. reinforced, 'supported the attack of Combat . - ..
" . Command "A" north of Gremecey Porest to objective - Lemon=-
" court to Fresnes, L t o R _
. Company A supported the atiack of Reservs Command to the .
objective north of Chambrey. One 88 mm AT gun degtroyed

“2-7_5* Orie platoon of C company'remainad in position before Molw-

S ron. S o . I e
o 8-9 - .dompany B supported the attack Dby Combat Commgnd on Cheni- |
o Ccourt. - . - K : - b

Company C suppoarted Combzt Gommand B's attack on Moivron, | -

Tmandnlinnannt. and Oheanianmrt. At Jeandalinaconrt 1 AT man oo
. - wag destroyed and about 100 prisoners taken. . e ST
Company. A supported the attack by Combat Command A on
Chenecourt, Letricourt, and Bois-des-Trappes.. 2 machine
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gunsg were destrcyed at Ghenicourt.

Bouxieres, . ﬁ~ 1

Companies B and c occupied indirect firing poeitions near .

Armaucourt and fired nightly harassing problenms..
0 ur casualties for thls period weret

Personnel. * _
Killed 1 0 5 EM
WmuMad 11 EM
Missﬁng o 1 EM

Enemy casualtiea'werez

1. AT gun,
2 CArty guns
2 MG

105 :%riuoners ¢
. { .
Company B, and Company ¢ flred nightly harassing miaaions
from neat Armaucouxt.,
Company C fired 8 harassing missions,
Gompany A fired nlghtly ‘harassing missions. -
Battalion organized and prefared for attack.

Company B attached to Combat Command "A",
18t platoon with Task Force "G". :
3rd platoon wiith Task Force "D" .

Gompany B (-) and 1 raconnaiagance platoon attachod

. to Re erve Command

18t platoon with Task PForce 2
- 2nd platoon with Task Force 3 :
3rd platoon with Task PForce 1 R
" Company 0 (-~ )aand 1 reconnaissance platoon with _
reserve.
Company & attached to Reserve Command
181 platoon w1th Task Force Forest
Comipany A (~) ‘with Task Force Brown '
603 TD Bn (-) attdched to Reserve Command and Task '
Force Brown

[

Cotipany C attached to Combat Command "B" a (4$33;?

"Jz?»f?

G

" ;

s o e ‘
. S

A Company remained on @n alert status in the vicinity 01_ :§.. 

In the attack on. Vignﬁ Buchy, and Solgne, H Gompany cap- 3

tured 135 priscners and destroyed 1 MK IV tank, 2 150 mm
rifles, 2 88 mm AT guns, and 1 75 mm pack howitzer. A%

- Sanry-sur-Nied C Company destroyed 2 wheeled vehicles, 2

- AT guns, and blew up an smmunition dump, west of Sorbey.
. On the route from Buchy to Han-sur-Nied the first Platoon
accounted for 3 MK VI tanks, 7 MK IV tanks, 1 MK III tank,

1 assault gun, 2 75 mm AT guns, 3 supply truek§ and 1
command car. : i

~ Battalion reorganized as follows: : - f | oo

Combat Command & f o
1at platoon Cqmpany B - Taak Force Stablein
3rd platoon Cémpany B - Task Force Duvall
18t platoon Qgmpany A ~ Task Force Forest
Company B (-):to reserve _

Conbat Command B o | -
3rd platoon Cpmpany Q0 ‘- Taak Force Lagrew (1

18t platoon Company ¢ « Task Force Wall 2
- 2nd platoon depany C - Task Force Brindle(3
Company C (-)]to resarve. e R
" Reserve Commanid .. "
' Gompany A i -) i= Task-Fares Brown
“n =)= Task Force Brown




119-20

24-25

46

. through Bayoncourt, Vaucremnnﬁ, Voinhaut, and Vittonceurt..ﬁ~f:

16-18

21-23

26=30

December
L S

~after 3 feet had béen shot off the gun muzzle, In repulsing

.east to St., Jean Rohrbpch. 1 MK 1V tank, 1 MK VI tank, and

;Gompany C attached to Reserve Command,

' Bvering, Cadeabronn, and Rounling. In the vicinity of -

Repro:.’.tccd dl rhe Dw:gh!D E:sem‘towerPreszdgmal Ltbm:y } S o ) B S

S R 1‘ p . ‘;"_- —_—

In the attack on,Herny'A Company loet 2 ¥-18's, 2 halfe
track flek carriers, 88 mm AT gun, and 2 machine guns |
were destroyed in the: @attle. One M-18 continued to fire

hegvy counterattacks in Landroff A Company destiroyed 1 MK
IV tank and 1 assault gun and killed many foot troops.
Supporting the attacks on. Arraincourt, Many, Suigse, :
Thicourt, and Thonville, B Company knocked out 1 MK IV tanx,
53 AT guns, and 3 Pillboxes. . oo
One armored car was khocked out by C Gampany in méving

Companies A and B supported the attack of Combat Command - b
"A" in taking Boustroff, Ghemery, ‘Adelange, Eincheville, '
and Villers, 2 88 mm AT guns, 6 machine guns, and 2 pille
boxes were destroyed ih thls fighting. - S
At Cote-de~Suisgse the!third platoon of B Company destroy~ -

"ed 4 machine guns and*1 truck and tolk 19 prisonera.

Company C supported the attack of Combat Command "B" |

" north~east of Mcrhangb. In the vicinity of Gros-Temguin . i.

the 2nd and 3rd platoons destroyed 3 MK V tanke, 3 concrdte. §'
pillboxes, 1 ammunitibn truck, 1 half=track with 20 mm A
AA gun, 1 reconnaissance car, 1 88 mm AT gun, and captured

9 prisoners. K B

Company C and 2 platopn of Gcmpany A aupported Combat
Company "B" in the rlcinlty of Hellimer. 3 .MX IV tanks,
1 MK IVI, and’ 1 AT gun were destroyed before Hellimer. -
Companise € and A contﬁnued to support the attack north-

1 57 mm AT gun were degtroyed in the vicinity of 5%, Jean._

- Companies A and ¢ continued to support the attack north b

and north-~east from St. Jean. 1 88 mm AT gun end 1 armorod
car were destroyed north-east of S5t. Jean Rohrbach._” _

All companies oceupied cutposta as the actien slowed down

temporarltJ - . ‘,‘J

Qur casualties for this period . were:
Personnel
Killad 1 0O B EM .
{ Wounded 6 O 36 EM
Klssing - - ‘

Enamy casﬁalties were:

n 4 MK VI tanks
. _ - ”10 ~ MK ¥V  tenks
‘ ' 315 NX IV tanks -
S - 59__. SP guns
‘QO\ AP guns
8 AA guns
20 MG
20. - Pillboxes . T R
5 | Mo¥tar Vehicles N )
L2 Half-tracks L .-

4

'8 Matbars
4 2 - Armored Vehicles
__£59 .?risonera‘_

Gompany A waa attaohed to Gcmbat Gommand n"AM. and Tnnk - -
Force Brown and moved 't¢ an assembly ares north of Gappel .
in preparation for -attack. Company: B attached to Combat
Saapany Command "A" and Task Force Wall for the attaak. g

Two platoona of company A supported the drive through

RouhIing { MC TIT tamk 1 75 mm AT gon. 1 20 mm AR eun.
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- January

6-8

i5

16

7

8 platoona comnitted to hold the Division front against
 tank and 1 MK IV tank. Company G destiroyed 6 SP guns and

B unidentified enemy tank. Company B ‘destroyed 1 MK VI

- Companies A =nd B supported the eapture of Axloncourt.ztffl

: Gompanies A and B sugborted the Gommand 1n taking Lang--
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and 1 yillbox weredeatroyed. | -
3 Compeny assisted in the  taking of Farschviller, Diab—'- R
ling, Metzing, Hundling, Ipping, and Wolferding. Hear Dieb*;,]]

'ling one MK V tank wassknocked out,

Company ¢ relieved unﬂ%s of the 691st TD Battalion in

Morsbach and Theding. i

" Two_platoons of B Companj wWere dlamoanted and placed on -

the line in the vicini y of Welferding. .
Company A supported Gnmbat Comnand 4 in a limited. obgee- -

'~ tive attack near ﬁardin, Belgium,

- Qur casualtlea for this pericd were:

Personnel

: Killed ,0 T
Wounded- 1 0 T EM
Misaing - -

Enemy casualtlas weres
: tf ¥K .V tank

11 - AT gun

' AA gun - . o
1 Pillbox . = SR
i MkI!I’ ‘i‘amk oo IR

.~Gompany 0 and 1 platoon of Gompany A attached %o Gombat

Command B. COmpanieslA and C supported the attack of the .

Division in the capture of Neffe, Bizory, and Mageret..

Company. A destroyed 2*MK V tanks, 1 self-propelled gun,
and 1 armored car. Campany C destroyed 2 AT guns,

-2 platoons of B Compaﬁy attached to Combat Command A._A11 f;f f

Companies supported the Bivision advance. Company B R
jdeetroyed 2KV tankp._. ) R

Companies A and B aupported Gombat Gommand A in an attack g[];_
south of ¥Wardin. COmpany B destroyed 2 MK V .tanks, 2 HI:IV B
“tanks, 1 8P gun, 1 AI -gan, and. 1 truck. .

three sirong counterattacka, Gompany A destroyed 1 NK'V .

1 MK V. 1. other tank possibly destroyed..

- Thres companiea eontihuvd to help repulse. atrong eountsn-
attacks. Company A destroyed 1 MK VI tank, 1 .US M~4, and

tank, 3 other tanks possibly deatroyed but unverified.

Companies continued to fight off eounterattacks, Gompany
G- deetroyed 1 MK VI tank in the vicinity of Eizory..-::.

Companies A and B aupportsd the defense of Division- aéﬁ-'-

tor and supported the attack on Warding aend the high -~ | .

ground to the south of Wardin. B Company destroyed 1 SPgmn;
it'

in tha vicin ty Of ward - 1 Mk or fank Wmeldardn\

e -k
d%mpani%s*i and B supportad Combat Command A in Llearingg~"
the wcods east of Wardin and the town of Banonchamps.-Qnﬂ :
platoons aided Gombat Commend B in seocuring the high
ground. north~east of Mageret.‘ o

-Company dsstroyed 1 5P gun, Oompany G supported OT Byrno'},
‘in capturing Oubsurey. - i

villy. Company C supported CT Byrne in taking Hiohunpa.‘f

Oompany B supported Tr Britton and Lagrew .of Combat Gomu
mand A in repulsing s couatorottask. The first platoon.
destroyed 2 MK VI wné 1 MI V tanhs. Uompany C oontinuad

3
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.- id the Combat Commgnd A sector on both eides of the Q|
. 31ver. o b o
“Coupany A attache&nto Gombat Gommand B and movsd up

" One platcon of A Gompany croased the Prum Rivcr with

.'Force #%ard in establishing a bridgehead across the.

. with Task Force Brown to help take the high ground
- east of Lunebach. , SR

: | ——— Ll

Wifh oT Byrna to ita oh;ect1ve._7 B

Companies in defensive positlons. Following reorgani-_ﬁ'5“'
-.sation made for attacking: -

- Company A 3rd platoon with Gombat Command A
2nd platoon. Company ¢ with Combat Command A '
Oompany B With Gombat Command B
-Company - 0-2nd ‘platoon with OT ¥iltonberger-

. The Companies continued to support the Divieion in its e
drive north-east, ithrough Troine, Lullange, Hoffelt,

Yfeiler, Asaelhorn;‘Trolsviergea, Hachlville, and Bus—
bellaine.

Platoons occupiednpositiona on outpost: in the Divisi— g
on sector. : .
Qur casualuies for this period werea
Personnel
' Killed 1 O 3 EM

1 Nounded 1 0 38 EM-
ﬂ Misging - ~
Enemy cds ?lties ware:
_ _f,S MK VI tanks
_ 410 MKV tanks
. 4y 3 MK IV tanks
. 111 8P zuns
1" 3 AT guns _
P 1 M IV tank ' .
¥ ‘1'% . Unidentified tanks _ A
- -1 Truck | ' e
% 1 . Armored car o s
34 ME L T
'“ 4 - Vehicles. - '~
it 4 Other .tanks
32

" Prisoners. o

L

~ 2nd platoon of Reconnsissance Company made patrolﬁ'td--

‘the Our River. to determina aizo of river. and enemy

aetivity._-

_company B supported the 19th Airborne Division in opef~;ﬁi
~ratians.. . &

‘Company A ‘and ‘! reconnaissance platoon with Gcmbat
Command B : .

;com any B with combat Command A

' f } with Reserve Comtiand’

‘-5“09mpanies supported the units attached to in erossing

the Our &iver and ‘in penetrating the Siegfried ILine..

" About 30 ‘pillboxes were destroyed or captured by the.

deatroyer units in their ussistance golng through ‘the
Siegfried Line, Pioneer platoon of Reconnalssance ok
Company ¢leared anyi-tanks and anti-persosnel winefields|

%o defend Prum~31ver.

‘Task Force Brindle and one platoon crossed with Taak

‘river. The 3rd platoon of Company C ecrossed the. river

A
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T 20-21

22

25-26

29

- %era‘tho ]

' supported the advance of Combat Com

e e Prisidentil Library .| LT T
S '114“_ 3 ‘ St D :
] kwﬁ". B | f . S |

a0 Gur'casualtiea%far this period were:

N Personnel - | - _
| SR Killed - -

1 R Woulided 1 0O 3 BN

i o  Migding - = -
ﬁ'” "~ Fnemy Caaﬁalti%s were s

I 307 Pillboxes
Lo - 1540 Prisoners

}Thg 1§tgplatodn 6f'QémpahyrA éfdséed-the'?rum'ﬁiver
Task Force Werd and sip; |
of Lierfeld. Brd-platgon of Compsan
capture of Filecheid ‘and Dachscheid,
2nd platoon of Company A supported T
. khe mttack east Trom ibicrfeld, 3rd platoon supported .
fTask Force Kennedy_iq‘taking high ground north of Hat-

ﬁrd_platoon of Uomﬁanﬁ\ﬁ_suppérted Task Forae Brown in

deeuring bridgehead gerose Nime River south of ﬁetteldﬁrzf

Company 4 supported Chmbat Command B in its adv
Nims River, : i o o :
The following attachmgnts were made fo

ons,’ - e | -
. Compsgny A with@861h~0avalry Syuadron
- Company B withiGombat Command A -
Gompany'C'witﬁﬁ_pmbat Command B

ance %o

Company A suppdrted“thé 86th Cavalry Squedron in g 62

mile advance from Herbklsheim to Bockenheim. Company B -

maand A from Sarrague~
mines to. the Rhine River, Company €. supported the 100

. mile advance of Combat, Command B from Dehlingen to Ebert
heim, In the viecinity of Zwelbriicken ©

: ompany C destroye¢’
1 88 mm AT gun in a pillbox and 1 150 am field piece an¢
aided in the destruction of g horse drawn column of 10

?ehiclea..Haebnnaisaanée Company supported OO Dunvell 1y
‘an advance from Sarre Union to Kerzenheim,

- 1 : i
18t platoon OI‘GompanygBldeatroyed&1 MG nest and 1 rive
barge by firing across 'the Rhine., Lo o
Units crogsed’ the Rhine River with their Commande‘and_f
supported“the.advance to Frankfurt-am-Main, 3

*

. Reconnaispance Company attached to Combat Company B,

Company 4 destroyed an ammunition train at a range of -

- 5000 yards. :

Our casualtielm for this period weres

~ Personnel / N
Killed "1 0 6 EBK
- #ounded 4. .0 8 ENM

- Miesing 1 0 1 EW .
- Eremy cas&alﬁ%es‘were: Co

i ~ i .
13 MRV tank .
1% SP gun T s
- 8F: AT guns SRR P
1 Arty gun
1 Pillbox
1 River barge .
oM
1 Amemunition train
10 . @GP vehicles
971 ¥risoners

r future opsrati- -

ask Force Brindle in .-




4 Reconnaissance and ¢ Gompany sup ortad ac»ivitiea arounﬂ""
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Gompany A suppdrted thefsﬁth Heconnaissance bquaﬂron in'
establishing a bridgeha%@ over the Fulda River aouth of
Kassel.

‘Company € destroyed 4 SP guns and oottled ap 6 more far cup-.
ture before Bad Soden. o :

3 © - Company € shot down 1 F¥ 190 and destroyed 4 5P puns in t v
. a@vance. Reccnnaiesaneehﬁompany degtroyed a railroad locomo-
tive in the vicinity of Warfried., Heconnaisgsance Company
. secured the only bridge imcrosgs the Werra River at Gr., =
Burschla. Company A atMached fo the 3rd cavalry Group at
~Gudensbarg. Gespany B attachad tc th 80th Inr. Divieion
at Delssen. e

TR i e

';Muhlhauaen. _ :
5 Company G shot down 1 ?W 190, :
7-9° Reconhnaissance Gompany;aﬁtdcned to the 86th ﬁeconnaiaaanf

ce Sguadron and outposted the northern sector of the

Division zone. Company !B destrayed 1. MK V tank with an
‘incendiary grenade. C Oompany deauroyed 3 SP guns south
eagt of Behlotheim, i i

10 - Company B aided in cutpqsting the Dlvislcnb north flank.
1 "Unita-aupportad the Divisions rapid advance to the emet. |
12 ‘Gompany C supported tomgat Command B's advance to'AudiQ_~" |

guat and outposted the tawn-

: 13415_ Reconnaiss:nce, B and G*anganies supporta& the Diviasion

. advance east of the Weigse-ilaster: Hlver to the Mulde Rivar 1
and acroas the Mulde River. ' . .

16-18 'Gnita occupied pOBlhlGnﬂ outpoatinﬁ the Diviaicn zone.

19~30  Entire battalion moved to- tlt? and .set up military con»
trol of the town. . .
‘ : heacnnaissance cnmpan;.
Daring the. pezind 29 Marech to 4 April Reconnaiasance
. Company led differht task forces of Combat Command B. . -
“During this psriod the ccmpan; deatroyed or captured much - :
nateriel in their advance. About 75 enemy were killed,. over L
80C taken bprisoner, .45 GF vehicles, 9 half tracks, 2
_macnine guna, 4 AA gunsy 1 locomotive, 1 truck, 5 SPF guns
1 ¥K VI tank, 30 motorecyles, 20 trailers, and 1! M~4 tamk |
were knocked out or captured by elements of Reeonnaiasancu~f“
Gompany a8 they apearneaded the drive to the east of

¥iilhausasen., .
Our ceasualting} for this period eres
Personnsl c
Killed 1 0 .4 EM
Wounded . - 1% EM

. - Miaeing - -
'Lnemy casaaltiéP weres:

MK VI tank
MKV tank
“BP guns

AT guns
:-.Armored cars
- MG
GP vahiales
~Locomotive
W 19@

M4 T

aver 800 Prisanera

For t‘.he Gommandlng Officerz \& ’
. S C’i§5%15h» Q%f\
. e, o I

".'

“‘N—*\.ﬂm\.\l—i'—*—"-—"

CHARD J., HEALY
-Capt., . Inf,




