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4 ay 1945
SUBJBCTY After Astion Keport.

10 t  COIYANDING GuiskaLl, Ninth Army, APO 33).
(?h Chalinels)

At bavlnning 0¢ thq periea the 6b5th TI: Bn, &s3igned to tae llinth
v.8. 4 Army, was ettroched %o the I7th U.3. hirborne [ivision. The Batt-
alien had orossed the Lhine in the lwnd tail of the 17th Abn. Div, in
the eperation VARSITYZ and hsd 1ink2d wup with the division in the vic-
inity of WBSEL, Gerrany. It had furnished snti-turk defences to the
three Toxbat Teams of the 17%h Abn Div. on their offensive inlané and
on lst Aprtl was in direct fire poéitlons along the line ALTARN, HAUS-
nQLMEn, APPLEHAUSEF, ané ALBA T=Ed. The division front at this
Bime was some 14,000 Meters wide, The migsien of the division was to
Bold the Rhine bridgeliesd sleag this line to allow the striking force
of the 9th U.S. Army to build up end pass through this bridgehead.
The amlasion of the battalion waes to provide the Division froant with
protectien against counterstvitzck by tanks and self-propelled guns,.
This missior was accomplished by making pletesp strong points of each
inhabited arase and covering the gaps betweg firs., Zach of the gun
‘eompanies was &ttaehod to a combat tesn g ision. 1t is feld /53
. accomplished 1if >

all units hed remainéd under control »f the D | ;L,
On lst and 2md April the bu‘J“V ”ﬁa,* .f'fpanles attached §>
to the combat terms of the le‘,t‘ ’ “division in tha ~

1. ‘cs of the towed gumn

'ﬂ‘r support. The companies

4 1¥ry as « morale factor
Cfcume of this they were

of proportiorn to the support

ecapture of XUNSTZR, Kegouse
the unit was unadble to farpd
were moved into town wi .
rather then s direct
exposed to fire anne«;
they were abdle to
for the towed wo“

i - On the night o Qﬁégxé\¥;§9 @ ist scn platcon then atdached to
'k

A which was attachg® 194th Gli Ianf kegt. was given the missiol
recomnoitering a ls ;;l »»ded area N oi Munster which showed evid-
¥ snce of anemy activity. \Me platoon reported an esiimated 2000 enemy
personnel well equip ed with 8 88am guna, & .aerman tenk, 2 Churchill
tanks, and severzl SP guns entrenched in good defensive positiens.
Able and Baker oompanies were ordered into cirsct fire tositions
around the perimeter of the woods to cngage any niwer that ventured
out. One Bn of the 513th Para Inf made a nigut aiteck in the ares -
supported by XIII Corps artillery and after & vicious fight the Lan~
atical cefenders were bubdued. The TD usage on this o_eration was

correct — - \
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After the capture of Munster the battalion established road
blecks to defend the town against couner-attack while she full weight
of the 9th Aray offensive was unleashed. VWhen the danger of astack
in the Munster area was obviated by the success of XIX and XI1I Corps
effensive, the 17%h Adn v was moved from Munster to relieve the 79th
Inf Div in the DIN ares on the "RHUR POCKNT". fThe 605%h 2D M
assompanied the division on this move.

. Innitial positions on the Rhur Pooket werse taken up in the
Harxleh, Bottrop areas along the Schaffantskanal. Companies fired
harrassing and destructive fires from direoct fire positions XN of the
eanal ea suemy installations 8 of the canal. The battalion supporsed
the astive defense along this line and was sucoeasful in destroping
Remercus ememy OP's, treop concemtrations, and installations scross
the canal. This was a correct use of towed TDls. '

The hlttnlion also supported the assulting regiments of the div-
isien on their offensives which resulted in she capture of E:SSEN,
NUIELEM, and DUISBURG. The major assistance was furnished bE the
Reconnaissanse platoons that maintained contact with German elements
when they withdrew 5 of the Rhur. The Reconnaissance platoons capt-
ured intast the dridge asrose the Rhur at Mulhiem, pushed across and
seised the bLridgehead acress sthe Rhur on the Duisburg sector. They
saptured mumerous German prisonmers inoluding the ATmy Group Commander,
Gensrslaberst JOSEPH HARPE, OO0 of the 5th Panser Army.

After the clearing of this pooket of resistanse, the battalion
reixforeed the 17th Abn Div. in its mission of establishing order and
Hilitary Govermment in its sector b naintain‘pg units in moble reserve
%0 nmove ean call ‘e suppress aay diasturbances. -

On B8th April the battalion was given the mission of protecting
all bridges across tke Rhine in the 9th Army sector dy providing
seourity froms both bdanks against such threats as floating aines, swima-
iag sadoteurs, parachute troop atsack, and attack from underwater or
surface river craft. (See Pield Order Ko 6, 605th 7D Bn) The battal-
iea scoomplished the relief of 807th TD Bn at 171800 April.

The dattalion was relieved from atochment to 17th Abn Div a%
221200 and atchd to 79tk Inf Div vic Gerther. 466th Para FA Bn
relieved Bn 0f responsiblity fsr Rhine River Bridges., At this time
the 79th Inf Div was sngaged in Military Government functions in the
Mur intustrial area £o0 include Dortmund. 605th TD Bn was attached
t0 Div Arty with the aission of reinforoing Organic PField Artillery
Battalions in their mission of soreening and sejsrating displasced
persoms in sone. The Ma established road blooks and flushed out wood-
od areas in the division pone. PW's were turned in to PV cages.
Displaced » rscns were turned in to IP Camps.
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At 2613008 the battalion received orders to make preparatiens
for a move to the East at 271400B. 7The bdattalion was relieved from
attachment to the 79th Inf Div and was atchd to the XVIII Corps (Aba)
8t Velsen, Germany. Battalion moved notor@!g*:: April se Schwen~-
1its, Germany and was attached to the 82nd Alr Division en
arrival at 281830B. 29 April was spent on motor and gun maintenance
and preparation for Xlbe River crossing. Ron Platoons orossed Xlbe
River on D Day 30 April on LV2's with mission ef reinforcing 82ad
Airderne Division Reconnaissance. At close of period reasinder of
battalion was in sssemdly ares awalting orders to oross river %
suppert the 82nd Aba Div in estadlishaent of dridgehead and attack %o
R and ER.

O . 2xBue LRt O

. BUCEWALD,
1%, Col. €603%h *TOY' m
Commanding.

ARREXRS:
S-3 Jeurnal - Record of Bvents.
Pleld Order Mo 6. 20 April.
Pield Order No 7. 30 April.
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011700
011545
011700
011730
0117493
021023
021100
021650
021733
021300
021300
021300
021840
0219493
031330
031345
031330
041600
041630
041330
041110
041320
0412700

030130
042215

051030

0351200

051500
052100
051943

SEORET

HEADQUARTERS
605TE TANX DESTROYER BATTALION
| APO 339 US ARKY

4 May 1945

. \RECORD OF EVENTS
1 April %o 30 Aprild

Able Co moved vic Xanthaus to new locatiom vic Losbeock.

Baker Co moved from vie Applehasuen to vic Albachten.

2nd Ron P1lt relieved from A Co., ASchd t0 B Co.

2nd Rom Plt reperted to CO Baker Co.

Baker 0o arrived Aldashten (8%6695%).

CP olosed Hahfern for new loocation vic Applehsusen.

CP @p epened vio Applehsusen.

CP @Gp closed Applehsusen for new Pwd CP.

CP Gp epened vie Mumster (900702).

3 0o relisved from 3513%h CT ruverted to BEn control.

2nd Ron relieved frem B Co and Atohd te C Co.

C Co moved vic NMumster.

Rear Bochelon closed Naltera,

Rear Bohelon arrived vie Munster

Baker Go Alerted for aovement.

Baker Co Atchd to 513%h 0F vic Munster.

Srd P1% "C" Co Atchd to "B” Qo and 513th CT.

CO reports $0 GG 1T7t¢h Aban Div.

00 returms te OF vic Munster.

Srd P1% *0" Co reverted to Co control.

2ad Ren relieved from *C* Co.

Baker Ce moved to assembly area (890740).

Charlie Co w/elements of 507%h 0T Atohd to 11th Cav Gp
for special missiom X of Munster.

Charlie 00 relieved of Atchment t0 l1llth Cav Gp.

Ba relieved Atchment 17th Abn Div in presnet position as
of 042200H, Atahd $te XIIII Corps Artsy effective same time
and date. .

Reseived 01I. ¥o. 6,~17¢h Abn Hq's rescinding Atchment to
17¢h Abn, ordered to move in (-) to Dimslaken, Germany.
Day of departure, present date, hour not given. Unit in
assemdly area ready to comply W/0I No 6.

2nd Rem P1% reverted to Bn ocentrel, returned to vic of CP
in Munster (050630) Able Co reld of Atohment to 194th CT.)

Baker Co departed vic Munster to new positions vic Hamborm.

Baker Co arrived new location vio Hamboram (331229).

Ma (-) departed vic Wunster.
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060910
060840
060840

051415

05082%
05¢73%0
060730
060840
072800

072100
072100

082100
081630
081500
082400

091145
091500
091400
091519%
091600
091650
091230
100200
101345
101413
101800
101730
110725
111000
111100
111000
111045
111645
121000
121000
121100
131300
121300

121300
121300
121300
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Able Co arrived new location vic Hamborm (322228).

CP Gp and Rear Zochelon arrived new location vie Marxleh,

Able Co remained in in Res assembly ares, 00

Baker 0o Atchd to 513th Inf Regt. asseadbly ares yrepared
40 move 8 under Regt eontrol.

Baker 00 moved from assembly area, occoupied AR positsiens
vic Rambown.

Charlis Co moved to 513th Regt's asseadly area.

Charlie Co departed asssmbly area under 507tk Regt comtrel,

Charlie Co arrived in vie Bottrop.

lst and 2nd Ron Plts located im vio of OP in Marxleh.

In ASchd $o0 17th Abn Div located in Narxleh (324236).
Able 0o vic Hamborn (332217), ia Bn Res.

Baker Co Atchd $o 513th Pars Inf Regt viec Hambera (332217).

Cherlie 0o Atohd to 507th GT located in Bottrep. Pired
157 rds Harrassing fire.

In Atchd to 17th Abn Div located in Marxloh.

1st and 3rd P1ts in Regt Res. under Baker 0o coatrol.

1st and Jrd Plts Charlie 0o 4in Defensive pesition vie Bottepp

lst P1% Charlie Co orossed Rhoir Herae Kamal, located vie
(0230) and (487220)captured eight Pv's.

2nd Plt Charlie Co crossed Rhein Herme Xanal vio (4835221).

2nd Ren Atchd $0 Baker Ce.

CP @p moved to new position vie Postrop.

OP Gp mritved new OR vie Bottrop (437238).

Able Co moved to new location vie Botstrop.

Able 0o arrived new assemdls pesision vie Bostrop (430238).

2 X's Charlie 0o Redieved captured with jeep and cede.

1st P1% B Co arrived assemdbly area (341229).

Baker Co CP moved to Sterkade.

Baker 0o CP arrived in Sterkade (503248).

Charlie Co Atchd t0 507%h OF moved to attack Essem.

lst Ron P1lt Atchd to Charlie Oe.

Charlie Co in Essen moving $0 attack Malheinm.

0O visits Charlie 0o C? in Essen.

00 returns to CP in Bottrep. -

Hq Co moved from Marxleh te new loscatien

Hq Co arrived new location vio Dottrop.

Col. HEart Div ATO visits OP in Bostrop.

CP Gp closed Bostrop for new location.

Adble Co closed Bostrop for new locatien.

CP Gp and Able Co arrived vic Mulheim (406144)

Able Co Atohd to 507th Regt lst Im.

Able Co relieved Charlie Oe at (415142) 1 P1% per M.

lst %0 A, 2nd to B, 3rd %0 O,

Bn Atehd to 507th Inf Regt VOO0 17t¢h Abn DV

Bake» Co reld from 513“ m.. Atohd %o 507& RO“t.

Charlie 00 w/lst Ron P1lt Atahd to S07th Regt. 2nd Mm.
Relieved ba Adble Oo.
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131800

140700

140800
140930
141300

141633
141740
141530

150930
151400
160600
170630

181700
181700

181700
190730
190755
190817
190830
190830
190955
191000
191037
191145
191320
191300

201000
200900

201200
201400
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P @p and Rear 3Nchelon moved from Mulheim to new locatioen.
C? Gp and Rear Nchelom arrived vic Bredeney.
Ren Plés relieved froa atohment to Gun Co's.
n (=) Reld from Atchment %o 507th OT and Atohd to 194%h CF.
Able Go Atchd %0 let Mm vic (338148)
Baker Op Atchd to 2nd Bn vic (405133)
Charlie Co Atchd to 507th Regt vic Ulmenhof (308143).
Oharlie Go moved from Rssen %0 new location.

-Charlie 00 arrived vic Ulmenhof.

"(25422233"' Bchelon and Ron Plta arrived vie Mulheinm
Baker Co moved to new losasion in Mulheim. .

Baker Go arrived new lecation in Mulheim (405133)

Ool Ears, Cerp ATO visits OP in Mulhein.

go Omdrs meseting.

In Cadr Yisits Co's positiona,

Col Nelsen 17¢h Adn Div visits 0P in Mulheinm.

Ron Plts relieved Inf Roa elexents.

Ren Plts captured deneraldberot JOSEPH HARPE, GG Sth Panser

Army.

Ren Pltllrnlicvod from patroling mission, reterted to Bn cont
comntrol.

In Relvd from 194th Gli Inf Regt and Atohd to 17th Abn Div
YOCG. Bn %0 relieve 807¢h ¥D Bu of its miseion of Guard-
ing Rhine River RBridges in 9th Army Zone.

All Companies under Bn contrel in Div Res vic Mulheinm.

Quartering parts departs CP for Marxloh.

Able 0o departsed Duisberg feor new location vic Badberg.

Baker 0o departed Mulheim for new location vic Baerl.

Charlie Co departed Ulmendof for new looation in Owsoy.

OP Gp and Rear Echelon departed Mulheinm.

Adle 0o arrived vio Budberg (235274).

CP Op and Rear Bohelen arrive Marxloh (328235)

Baker Co arrived Baerl (262222).

Charlie 0o arrived Orsoy (2712%55).

8-3 visits Oo's and Atohd units,

Relief of 807th TD Mn completed. BEn assumed responsibility

of guarding Rhine R Bridges.

00 and 8-~% visits A and O Co's, also atohd units of 464th

PA Bm. Y0 No § delivered to sanme.
Charlie Co moved from assembly ares to new location vie
Yehofen (325258).

Charlie 0o arrived new location in Wehofen.

¥ajor Galpemn, S-3 45th AAA Gp visits CP.

Reo'qd Y006 17¢h Abn Div. Reld from Div as of 221200. Prepare

to move 1.
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211140

212400
211500

221200
221200
221500
221500
230700
230800
230815
230830
230845
2%101%
23102%
231200
231215
240730
240820

241400
241420
241400
250830
251300
261030
261145
271400
271400
271500

280745
280800
280805
280810
280815
281820
281820
281930
291630
291700
291830
292000
300800
30095
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All umiss notified of Detachment and movement alert S0 B.
Upon relief will assemble in Co assembly positioa.

Units continuing defense of sectors.

Lt Col Booth 466th FPABn Prcht. snd Co CO's wisit CP and
are oriented on Defemse of Rhine Bridges and will relieve
units at designated time.

Bn relieved Atchment to 17th A Div,

B n Atohd to 79th Inf Div,

0o Cmdrs meeting.

8-3 Briefs Co Cmdrs on move to Sramdauer.

Adv Ren and Route Markexrs oross I1IP.

CP Gp ocloses Marxloh. Orossed Ip.

Charlie Co orosses IP.

Able Co orosses IP.

Baker Qo oresses IP!

OP Gp opens vic Bramdauer (797355) Atchd 79tk Div Arty.

Charlie Co closes vic Waltrop (778363) Atchd 904%h FA Im

Able Co closes vic (564414) Atchd 312th FA Wm.

Baker Co closes vic Hertem (5533516) Atohd 311tk FA Mm.

CP Gp left Brambamer for Fwd CP vie Nalt (549390).

CP Gp arrived vic Malt. Contscted Bea O and Adle Oe.
Units soreened DP's and area, turned DP‘'s over t0 79¢h DNiv.

Pwd CP closed vic Malt, returned to former lecation.

CP Gp arrived Brambauer.

Ron Pl%s Reld wupon completion of mission.

CO leaves in inspect companies.

Unit continues soreening action with 79¢h n&v Arty.

Ba recived notice of probdle move $o Uclsen.

Co's alerted for possible movement.

ka reld froa 79%h Inf Div CG XV1 Cerp.

Bn Atchd to XBIII Corps.

Reoceived TWX 239, ordering Bn %0 move on 285k April $o vie
Uslpen. (X9189).

Rea Plts Cross IP, Baambauer RJ 795332.

Able Co oross IP,

Baker Co oross IP,

Charlie Co cress IP.

Hq Co oroes IP.

Bn closed in new C? vio Schwemlits (029967).

Bn Atchd to 82né Adba Div upon arrival CG XVIII Corp.

0o Cmdrs report to CP.

Unit alerted to move vio Div assembly area.

Co Cmdrs report to CP. '

CP Gp moved to new looation vio (018201).

Bn (~Rear Echelon) arrived Div asseamdly area vie (018201)

Rear Xchelon moved ocut to new lecatien.

Rear Eohelon joins Bn in vic (018201).
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