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BATTLE OF LE BOURG BT LEOMRD CHAMBOLS 15 to 21 August 1044,

Tho Battalicn (1nl Co A) moved frem the vid!d.iy of ALEHQON with the 9Cth Divisdon,
{lees 357th CT) o» Augest 15th to relieve the 5th Armored Division in the general aree
of LE BUURG ST LROKARD - EXMEG - KONANT LE PIN « CHATLLOUE., Co A and the 357th CT

arrived 17 Aug 44. The 90tk Diviglorn wme to beused to elose the last gap ir the
“FALAISE POCKET®,

) Iritiglly, the 359th Inf marming the pelnt of the throeat wee reinforced by Co ¢
plue ore plagtoon of Co B, 60Tth TD Un. One platoon wac placed in the vieimity of LE
HOURD €T LEOHARD, one in the vielpity of EXMES, one gt NONANT LE PIN and one in the
vieinity of GROIEELLI'S Co B, less one pletocn, ard the 3n OP were near CHAILLOUE,

Co G wpde firet conteet with the eneny near CROIGELLES ot 0500 16 Aug, destroying
one Bilf=track ard setting a second cne on fire, At 0800 g Cermeb irfantry attack on
LE BOURG ST LEOWARD wme partially successful but all groumd snd equipmert was regained
by moern,’ A ruboequert tank supported infantry pitimck was even more suegeseful dut g
detorvined courter-attamck rearly completely restored the Averdsan positicrn in 57 LECHAHD.
It is beldeved the third platoer of Co.C sided msterially in rallylrg the irfertry by its
direet rleochet fire on advanglrg Germen frfgriry vhich was clogely pursulng the Americans
fareed out of T LEGHARD and by destroylng thres tarks. &gt Seott, €1 ghirley, Gpl
vashabaugh and Pyt Humsicker were outstanding ir their gallavtry. 411, 4¥ the face of
tark fire, marned thoeir guns (lst and Znd sections). ' Sgt Scott's gur cortinued te fire /)

urtil the tark fire woe sllerced. [(8Bee Lt Killeer'e report atiached). %f
p §

Aug 17 irterese small arme, moptor, mrtillery and mebrlwerfer fire was received (l‘,
throughout the LE BOUAG ST LLCGMARD area, sxterdirg 150C yde eastward. Tank Tighting /},

2lgo roaged ir the erea, ¢limaxed at about 16G0C by ar mttack of 6 tarke launched east- {
ward eleng the road runring in that direetion ard supported by ertillery fire. =10 =
tark destrovere, whieh had arrived shortly before, set two sfire, two wers abardored by {‘5
their crewe and two dispersed. The pletocrn ef Co € which wao slec coverirg this rogd &

d4id not get er epportunity to fire, ae the tark attack wme stopped before it eame irto 7

e
the Tlelde of fire of the platoon's gurs, Co B relieved Co € platoons at EXKEE and {
CROISELLFE, persdtting Co G to gereertrate or the LK TOURC &T LEBONARD fight. Qo B in

turn wae relieved by Co A when the 358th Iff wmpe ehifted to the souill pnd weet of LE O

E‘Jb \G ~.T L}\}l!Ar‘D. - I
_ (v
1R Aug, the 3rd pletoowm, hgvirs heer vrelieved by 2rd platoon of Co G, the positions >
of gune were charged to irelude ore gun iv ST LUONATD gavd ore gup 500 yde emet theresof O
espnble of coverirg terrmin imrediately to the worth of the emast-weet romd. (Ses rejort

of the platcon leader, Lt Perderpast), The third Dlatocr we : on comsmvrding

terrelir Just weet of LES cmpeble of er.vver_ . B erd exterding

to the road runring south fppo '

7vé platoon, Co B eoffl %ﬁ 'i Bl ‘Ehh q%tg‘g B laced dne zZun orn gomomvd-
v A 1Y :

ing terrain avd e”Te tewgﬂo wie o1 mi.

1‘11
froe GACE, el _,E' p!ri‘E'{f\ﬁ LL_.U G D

e evenirg the let
platoon wae ablo to ente henot, northeast
and nerthvest roadw. Ltq i ie platoor for this asrlgveent,

renligirg fully tre irpay hie rosd eor"er to reth gldes. The 2rd pletoon tock

up poeitione just nerth of ET Lk AHD,  ¢n R's 9vd and 2rd platoors were mbly har dﬁ.oﬁ ﬂl\ﬁ
-1- g o/

N . 21400
fies e oo ~ AN



i D[cbl\ SSIFILHY
Auu_),omy f O 7

ol oy O

R TR e e ——— -

©LO7th TD Bn in *Battle of Le Bourg 5t Leormard, econmt'd)

by thelr platoon leaderz, the Srd plutoen ir particular éivcinguishirg itself ir support
of the 258th Inf nttack on ST EUGENIES, jA good bag of tarks, vheeled vehiclesm mrd
person el were regietered {see reports o Lt Johwson and Lt Reynolde). The lst pletoon
¢® Oo B, mttached tc 3rd Bn 358th Inf, placed itself $¢ northeast of CHALBULY, prepe) ed
te bloek ntincke from the morthemst. ©o A resgired 1= pupport of 357tk Irf.

On the 20th Aug the ereny rwraicusly erdeavo:.. “® break out &% **  cap, which the
Foles hed apparertly closed st long laet by their arrivel in the vieirdty of CHANBOLE,
At 0507 an ivfartry atimek remched the vielnity of the Co O gun guarding the nerthwest
entparge to CHAMBOIE, The prevense of n eospary of ¥W-10 destroyers greatly etrergthenes
the CHAMBOIS defenses and when the arsersd ettaek struck the defense, etopped it dead,
literally { see accourt of Lt ¥ing for Purther detalles). Co C's other two platoons cor~
tirued their role o despening the AT deferse {nmee overlspy 200800 jug dltugtion). Co
A alec wes euployed to deepen the AT dofemsive dispositions. No erenmy peretratlion oune
within effective range of ary of these gurs. ' In the 358th I area Co B'e positions
at BON MEWIL and T EUGENIE continned to give overwheludrg results. For deteils sed
rororts of Lt Johrgon gnd It Reynolds, nttnched.

The Aug 21 opermtione ceonsisted ertirely of roundirg up stray Gercare who warted
desperately to give up. The overvhelmdrg air power ard artillery had swashed en un-
believebles rurber of prmured vehieles. A skeptiosl represermtative of the Pirst Aray
Artillery Headquarters, Capt Heekethorn, who rerorted at the Battalion OF for the pur-
pose of ¢hecking mecuracy of reports, wes conducted through the battlefield avd shown
the Batinmlior's dispositions. WYher he derarted he declured himsalf thoroughly satisflied
urd appeared thoroughly meubemted. It is believed the power of the 3" gun wes lspressed
upon the supported trocps. Mark IV and V tarks were dectroyed sl vevges up te 3800 yds.
The majority of the 34 tanke and 19 SP gune were dectroyed at rerges over 2000 yde.

TABULATION
CASUALTIEE
A B €  Totgl
Tarks, Mark IV & V 27 T 34 EMs 3 killed
Self Frepelled (urs 20 3 28 2 mipelng
| | Armored half-tracks 8 1 g 35 wounded (16 hospital-
Ll Gemeral purpese vehiclen 6 54 - 64 ized, 19 re-
Horee ~drowr artillery 14 1€ turred to dut
Total of all tvrem 6 125 1% 145 O'ficeras ~wounded «vd
] i , : returred to duty.
y Frigoners 519 « Lt Reynelde
' Lt Pendergaret
Lt gol Sundt

EQUIPMEWT DERTRUIED

1 half=track {destroyed by shell Tire)
1 3% gun (destroyed by shell fire.)

Ingl: & otatererts
1 overlay

HARALD & suinv
Lt Qol, T2
2 - Comcarnding
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COLPAINY A
607 TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO 280
3 Geptember 1944

Aetion of Co A, 607th TD Bn, during worth of August, 1944,

On August 3, 1924, Co Ay 607Tth TD Bn w~s crdered to direet support of 357th Inf
Regimert for amti-tank firee. OCne platoon to move with each Infantry Battalion.

On Auguet 5, 1944, the 357th Infartry with attached units end Co A, 607th T Bn
left LA GOIDONNIFRE (4815) with the mission to seize ard seeure erossing of Vayenne
Rver at VAYEI'NE (B071). The secord platoor of Co A marehed with the flank guard., The
second pletoon's route of rareh wae VAYEVI'E, BUALS (5797), FOUGEVALLE (5792), DESARTINES
(6200), GORRON (6784), and VAYENNE, The flank guard ercoumtersd eriemy opposition =t
GORRON. The second platoon went into position but did wnet engage amy erewy armor,

Co A, lees reecond platcon marched with the mail~ body. The malr body's route of
march wae ST HILLAIRE DU HARCOURT (4804), LANDIVY (5192), LONTANNIRVE (5484), ERNEE (5871),
apd MAYENIE (8071), a distanee of about 50 miles. Just before the main body entered
FAYENIE, the firet plutoon wert irto position West of the town to de'end the temporsry
C.F. of the Tepk Force. After the main body hed entered the town, the first and third
pletoons toock up defencive poeitions on rosds leading iwto VAYENKE, Ore eneuy vehicle
wap destroyed by the third pletoon. At 1130 on August 6 the flank guard, with the
second platoon, reached MAYENNE,

on August 6, 1944, the 357th Infartry Regivent with attaehed units and Co A, 607th
TD Bn was ordered to march or LE YANS (4036). Co A, less the third pletoon, marcned with
the mein body. The mein body marehed from VAYENNE, MOUAY (8068), COivES (8064), VOITSUR
Eassvg, ST SUZANNE (004R), VIVITRS (0548), ST SYMPHORIEN (1944), BFRVAY (2144), LA "UINTE

2942 ).

The third platcor mareching with the flank guard marched through AVOW (8570), JUBLAIIS
(8965), EVROU (9754), ST SUZANNE, =T DEMIIS (054C), COULONS (2738), CHORVAUN (3159) to
LE MANS. On the march to LE VANE no enemy armor was engsged by Co A,

On Anguet 9, 1944, Co A, 607th TD Bn passed through LE MANS ard mscembled in the
vieirity ef CHATELEH (5972). At 1940 it was reported that eniper fire was eausing cor-
elderable trouble in LE ¥ANS, A small forece was organlged to re-enter LE 1ANS to quell
the sriper fire, Two guns of the second rlatoon were ordered in direet support of this
force, "hen the foree arrived in town, the situation war under cortrol,

On August 11, 1944, the 357th Irfentry Regimert with ettached units and Co g, 607th
TD Br marched on ALENCON (3484),

On August 13, 1944, the 357th Infawtyy Regiment wes assigned the miselon of securing
the high ground in FORET DECOURES (8000), Fach Battalior of the 357th Inf was essigned
the migsion of securing ome of the three high hills in the forest. One platoon of Qo
A, 607th TD Bn wee in direet support of each one of these Battaliens. The mecond platoon
oecupled positions on the high ground overlooking the village of LONGUENCE (2294}, From -
their favorable position the secord platoon was able to place devastating fire on enewmy
infantry in the vieimty of LONGUENCE, The actual easusgliies were umble to be determined.

- The 357th Inf Regt moved from the FCRET DECOURES to the vielnity of SEE: (4329).

The first platcon of Co A, 607th TD Br eecupied poeitions South of GACE (5549). The
second platoor occupied positions in and around TXWES (4046), One seetion of the third
platoon oceeuried o position on the high ground overlockirg GACE, From thie position
they were able to dertroy five enemy vehieles at a range of 5350 ydu,

Voving from thess positions, Ce A, 607th TD Bn, moved and occupled positions Fast
of ST LEONARD (4047), Two guns of the third platoon cccupied positione on the high
ground SW of EXVES, These guns fired three rounde from these positions at enemy vehicles
but due to the extreme rarges, reszulte were not obtairable,

e/ Wlliam J Bodell
/T/ WILLIAY J BODELL
Cept, 6C7th TD Bn

‘(BQ 57\73('.; 7\:_93-
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COLPANY B
607 TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO 230
2 Septeuber 1944

2nd Platoon, Co B, 607th TD Bn in the “"Battle of the Faleise Gap".

On the rorring of Auguet 19th, the second ploteon of Co B, 607th TD n wae sent
on e migeion to supply anti-tark support for Co ¥ of the 358th Irf Regivent, The
meelon of the Infantry company was to secure the crossroad in the eenter of the TORET -
de GOUFFERN end et abovt 1000 moved from their mesembly ard into the forest, The second
platoon toek uvp ewti=tenk posltlons covering the eroesrosd. The platoon lesder received
e mesgege from Lt Reynolde requestirg smrunidion immedistely. The second platoorn et
onge moved to Lt Reynold's pogition to offer any suppert it eould.

Besause friendly tanks were in position plong the romd, blocking the left flark,
the platcon eould only move three guns into position. Thoy opened fire at dnee. lesn-
while reconnaiscance wasmade to the flgnks and two gune were moved to a position to
the right erd forwerd of the village, The other two werec displzced to the left of the
village. Thile thie reconnaisssgnee was being condueted, the guns hud sccounted for
many CGerwan vehieles, ircludirg soue tasnks,

About 2100 the rlatoon warc withdrawn to an gssenbly area in resdiness for a pro-
jected move to the next village to the west (BGHN MANIL) in support of the let Battalicw,
For some reason the move did not develop urntil the nrext morning when the Battalion
moved into the village, meeting no enemy resistance. The platoon went irte firing:
positions immedim’ely but received orders from the Infariry Battalior coummander not to
fire until ordered to by him. Then the order t¢. firs.csme, i1t was followed in ten
minutes by a truce, during which emery vehicles were obierved moving in the valley below,
As soon mu the truce ended, the platoor opened fire, knocking out the enremy vehiclee
vhich they had seen moving during the truse. When twilight made observation no lorger
poseible, n tally showed mevy vehicles and e Tew tanke had been put out of the zction by
the pletoon snd well over 200 rrisgorers takern,

The follodng day the vielbiiity wsas se poer that rot e round was fired.

It 1e the estimntion of the platoon lender that ro gingle indivlduael or section
deserves more eredit than the rest. FEvery man corducted himsel® admirably and with
courage, often neglecting hiec own ssfety in his eagerness to teke advantage of the
situation and teke the enemy under fire,

Fellowing is a list of equipment end arwor put out of action:

Flret Day Second Dy

4 tanks 5 tankse

3 horse drawn srtillery 8 horse drawn griillery

2 light sruwored vehlcles 2 half teacks

2 half tracks 9 trueks (1 town or larger)
1 ammunition truck 2 dump trueks

fuel truck

—

/a/ Qunreyr F Johnson
/T/ GUIYAR E JCHNSON
nd Lt, AUS
607th TD Bn

- /I@ S?{.))/'(Ai‘@{' -
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COMPANY B
v.7TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALIlew
APO 230

2 September 1944
3rd Platoon, Co B, 607th TD Bn at THE FALAISE POCKET

August 18, 1944 3rd Platoon, Co B, 607th TD Bn was to supportthe
1st Bn. 358th Infantry with two platoons of the 712th Tank Bn. which
formed a combat tesm under commend of Msjor with the mission of
attacking through the Forrest of Gouffern and taking the high ground in
the vicinity of St. Eugenle.

August 18, 1944 the combst team wes formed with "A" Co, 358th Inf.
abrest of "C" Co., 358th Inf., "C" Co, riding the tanks and "B" Co, 358th
Inf. on the right flank along & psraliel rosd. The 3rd Platoon, 607th TD
Bn, Co B, was to follow the tanks end 1st Bn, AT Plat., 358th Inf. brought
up the rear. At 1500 "A" Co., 353th Inf. moved along the road with flank
protection 150 ysrds each side of the road. There was little or no resis-
tance untll we reached a polnt about 3/4 of the dilstance through the forrest
at which time one enemy AT gun opened fire at the lead tank firing 4 rounds
and knocking the leesd tank out. The tanks were in column and this actl on
helted the entire column, There was light sSmell srms fire lncluding mach-
ine gun fire. The enemy lald down 2 concentrastion of artillery on the col-
umn at which time the commend was given for the tanks to back up out of
the artillery fire. The withdrawsl of the tanks started the genersl with-
drawal of ell troops. By the time the confusion was over the total loss
(ours) was one tank destroyed, two men killed snd four wounded. There was
no loss in the TDs. The confuslon caused the attack to fail and we dug in
along the road starting at Coord., (330472)during tne night with the TD
guns located in rear covering the cross road et Coord. (332460)

At 0800 the 19th August 1944 the combat team was reformed with Co.
"c", 358th Inf. preceeding the teanks 400 yards and "A" Co., 358th Inf.,
along with the tanks, Little resistance was encountered until we reached
the town of St. Eugenle (335225). The 1lst Platoon of "C" Co. 358th Inf.
entered the town snd ss tie lead tank csesme out of the woods it drew direct
tank and SP fire which halted the column. When the column hslted, I pro-
ceeded forward to the head of the tenks snd met the Battalion Commender
of the Combat Team. He told me that, "there was one plstoon in town and
he wanted the TDs in as soon as possible," The Falsise Pocket was a
valley which was a gunners dream for fields of fire and observation,
There were three (3) rosds which ran across our front. One black top
winich was the main route of withdrawagl was 1400 yards from our positions.,
The roads were packed with every kind of vehicle including tanks and horse-
drawn vehlicles and guns., The only disadvantage was thst we were on a
forward slape.

I made a quick reconnalssance and placed the 1lst section of my platoon
in a temporsry positlion to cover the platoon while the other guns moved
through town into position., During the movement into position the first
section destroyed one tank, one SP gun whlch was firlng on the platoon,
with the expenditure of 3 rds APC and 3 rds HE smmunition. I then placed
the 2nd section in position, It commenced firing by the time the tralls
were spread. Showling the 3rd sectlon their position, I put the 4th section
into position. By this time the Infsntry had two platoons in town and

“ﬁesf}fc7é¢\
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3rd Plest., Co B, 607th ) Bn at the FALAISE POCKET Contd)

one to our rear snd two btanks had moved into town. There was quite a bit
of small arms fire comlng from the bulldings to the 3rd section's right
front and from the hedge row 75 yards to the 4th section's front. The
3rd section fired approximstely 10 rds he lInto the hedge destroylng one
vehlcle snd reducing most of the small arms fire,

At this tlme there wss some confusion as to the location of friendly
troops wnlch were on the other slde of the pocket., All fire was stopped
for spproximately 10 minutes until we received the 0K to fire., During
this 10 minutes the Inf. brought in and set up thelr heavy machine guns and
elso the AT Platoon moved into position beside the fourth section which was
st11ll receiving small srms fire. I sent the 1% ton vehicle back to theCo
Cp for smmunition and the security set up sround the gun and &%l machine
guns were dismounted and put into position.

All of the sbove action of golng into position and the 10 minute bresk
took about 30 minutes of our time end the enemy foot troops had been pushed
out of town. Enemy tenk and SP guns were firing direct fire at the two
tenks in town and at the 4th section. The 4th section commanded by Sgt.
Bowman could not return fire on the enemy tanks snd SP gun, They moved
under direct fire of tsnks and smgll arms by hand for a distance of 35
yards from concealment and reutnred the fire destroying one tank, 2 SP
guns and four other vehlcles allowlng our tanks to move into posltion.
our ammunition truck had not returned and asmmunition was low. I radloed
for emmunition and reinforcements for there was room for a company ofTDs,
I ordered the first section to move in position by the 3rd sectlon, since
their fileld of fire was limited and they had fired a good bit from that
position. The 3rd section in the inltial phase fired on enemy foot troops
reducing small arms fire which was from 100 to 600 yards in front of the
pletoon position and then knocked out an enemy OP in the Church tower at
Coord. (333240). The 2nd section filred upon vehicles and tanks glong the
road and remained 1in 1ts position through the complete phase. The woods
and bulldings to our front were fired upon with HE as much as time and
emmunition would permit. In the meantime ammunltion had arrived also the
2nd platoon and Capt. Nicklas, Commsnding Officer of Co "B" 607th TD Bn.
Two guns of the 2nd platoon went into position to my right flenk covering
the same fleld of fire. I put two guns in with the fourth sectlion and
they were hub to hub firingas fsst as they could load for there were
plenty of targets. By the time the 2nd platoon had been in 20 mlinutes,
both platoons hed fired their basic losd of ammunition snd one 23 ton
truck load of battelion reserve, about 500 rds in all of 3 in. Theld0
cal. machine guns were kept golng continuslly on horse drawn vehlcles and
were gettin% very good results, The cross roads at Coord. (316514) was
called TORPREDO JUNCTION for there was a mass of destroyed vehlcles, dead
horses and men., They were there bumper to bumper snd almost every vehicle
burning.

The Artillery lald concentretion after concentration in the woods to
our front, There were hundreds of foot troops that were trylng to surrender
but the fire from our position was sSo heavy that they couldn't come in.

The tanks having moved into position were firing HE in the woods and
their machine guns were goingsteadily. One tank washit twice with HE,
direct fire, but falled to kmock it out or stop it from fir;pg. The AT

platoon was firing at vehicles as fast ass they could fire Bnd had one gun

\ﬁ esbricled -
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drd Plat., Co B, 607th'.p) Bn at the FALAISE POCKET-{Contd)

tilleave the carrlage on the first round for it didn't have enough recoll
oil.

The Alr Force was contipually straffing and bombing the enemy about
2000 yards to our front. As the fire had been bullt up so great and the
area 80 packed with guns, I attempted to move the platoon forward. I moved
the 4th sectlion forwaerd sbout 100 yards to & new position and before we
could get into action we were under direct fire of en enemy SP gun, at
which time Sgt. Bowman (4th Section) and Cpl. Benzel (2nd Plat., Security)
end myself were wounded. The gun had to back out and the Platoon Sgt.
Tacha took charge of the Platoon and we, the wounded, were evacuated to
the rear, Sgt. Taecha, the Platoon Sgt., statements are below.

* w 3# * ki

Sgt. Tacha

At 3 otclock Aug. 19, 1944 I took over the platoon. I moved the 4th
section from the West side of St. EUGENIE (335225) to the East side of town.
From this position they destroyed two tanks, e good number of vehicles and
received a good bit of return fire from tanks which destroyed the left
tire of the gun but didn't stop the gun from firing and also was replaced
In less than 30 minutes. T 8lso moved the 1lst section to the East side
of St. EUGENIE on the forward slope of the hill from which they destroyed
four tanks gnd two SP guns aend six vehicles. After the two gun secti ons
had the hlll under control, & platoon of the 712th Tank Bn moved in between
the two sections and destroyed a good number of tanks and vehicles. Two
Jeeps of the section were hauling semmunition from town to the guns and tanks,
and thls position received several rounds of return fire Just before dark.
At deybreak we opened fire and received heavy return fire which kept the
gun sections pinned down a8ll morning. The 3rd sectlion only fire 8 rds HE
during the morning. I moved both sections from that position under fire
to the west side of town. From this position the two sections (1st snd
3rd caught an enemy convoy at close interval and destroyed many enemy
vehlicles. The 4th sectlion was under fire throughout the day and could not
move around the gun. So after dark T moved this section to a new position
in town and they destroyed 4 vehicles from this position. The morning of
20 Aug. 1944 our Bsttallon Commander; Lt. Col. SUNDT was at 1st and 3rd gun
sections directing fire end had & shooting mateh with the Field Artillery.

At 1345 Aug 20 1944 a truce was called for 45 minutes and 1t was ex-
tended until 1500, At 1500 the enemy laid a heavy sartillery concentratl on
on our position and there were several wounded in the Infentry nearby. All
day the 20th and 21st of Aug 1944 the enemy came out In large and small
groups to surrender.

The action of the 3rd Plet. Coe. B, 607th TD Bn at the FALAISE POCE T

began on the 18th of Aug 1944 and lested until the 21lst of Aug 1944 with
the followlng results: '

—fies Tppchad-~
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3rd Plat., Co B, 607th TD Bn at the FALAISE POCKET (Contd)

6 wounded (1 offiecer included)

3 vehicles and 1 treller damaged (repalred)

1l gun demaged (repaired)
which ineluded a total of 9 flat tires during the operstion, either from
enemy fire or debris ln the roads and fields. The total smmunition ex-
penditures were as below:

3 in. APC - 232
3 in. HE - 575
«»50 cal, - 5000
«30 cal, - 12000

Total enemy vehicles destroyed:
18 enemy tanks
17 3P guns
10 Arty pcs (horse drawn)
41 General purpose vehlcles
4 Half-track vehlcles
end an undetermined number of enemy personnel killed.

RICHARD A. REYNOLDS
1st Lt., (FA)
Co "B" 607th TD Bn

20 August 1944 at 0900, 2nd Lt Stone took Commend of the Platoon and
remained in Command for the rest of the phase,

- ﬁ LSIAN 7/\7°f'QT\Qd-\
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COXPANY C
60TTH TAFK DESTROYER BATTALION
. APO 230

¢ Ceptember 1944

At spproximetely 1970 hrs., 19th Aug 44, this pletoon was ordered vrom its position
in ST LEONAKD (4047 ) to CHAVBOIS (4051) which hed beern taker by Va jor Dulls' Br of the
250tk Inf, My security Sgt and I, taking two Jesps, went to the towr and made corntact
with Mo for Dull., We were given the job of protectirg the rosde leading Nw, NE ard T
from the town, The towr was Jarmed with evemy equipment of sll types, some of it etill
blazing, Sgt Nesh (eecurity) wae sent back for our gume, but had to wait sbout 15
minutes unti) sowe grmurition in s knocked-out vehicle on the mmin strest stopped ex-
ploding, This vehicle was on the only route lerding to the South part of town snd we
had to pass within two feet of it,

Darkness had set in when the gune srrived ard were placed into position. 1In
coming through the towr they had to button up ae the vehicle which had previously
halted us started expleding more mmmunition, Thieg wee n close in defense because of
the impoesibility of bypmesing krocked-ocut equipmert, Our number 2 gun wasp set’ up st
(41,2 - 51,0), nurber 3 at (40,8 - 51.4) ard ruwber 4 st (40,6 - 51,5), All positions
were locnted in the center of the road, but were protected to0 a certain degres by belrng
to the rear or flarnk of krocked-out mrmwor, All was penceful until 04000500 hrs 20
tug, when the Germane started an attmek. His ivfartry ceme into the fielde and woods
to the left of my rurber 4 gun, Sgt Gulertes' lst mection (their gun was being re-
paired) rallied sround the 4th's left flank ae added security. At 0900 a 1501 SP
gun roged arcund the corner of the road 200 yd&~ off in front of Mo 4 and Sgt Slenss
end Pvt Salyers manning thelr gun, krocked out the eremy gun., 4t about 1400 hrs we
could besr Germamn tanks to the left of No 4 and an hour later Pvt Shibe and Pvt BRell
reported that they had knocked out a lMark IV, 400 yds to the left flank with a bazooks.
At this time e lot of emll erms Pire was going on near No 2., It later turred out
thet the Polish troops hand set up to the Wegt of towyr =and both sides had misteken the
other for the enemy.

Cp1l Berrner knocked mnother Mark IV tank ocut on the road in fronmt of Mo 4 at
1900 hre ard an armored vehicle 2%t 2100 hrs, then still arother armored vehicle at
23{-‘0 hrS.

At 2230 hrs Pvt Shibe and Pvt Bell knocked out an SP around the corner of g
building 100 feet to the left front of No 4., This hed come up thkrough the fields
uroticed, how, no one knows, !

Three or four shellg had larded to the rear of Mo 4 at 1600-170C hres and FPvi
Schurig wes hit in the arm by a fragment of one,

On & c¢ouple of occasions we fired HE irnto bushes plong the rosd in front of
¥ 4, and this forced scme Jerries out irto the oper.

At noon en the 22nd Aug 44 wé'were relieved by British troops - all was quiet,

GFCRGT™ W, KING
1=t Lt, AUS
Co C, 607th TD Br
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2 Septenmber 19h);
Aetion of 2d Platoon, Co C, 607th TU Bn in Fattle of Falaise Focket,
Lates 18 Augst 1944
Place: Falaise Pocket
weathers Good

Unit Attached To: 24 Battalion, 359th Infantry. Hajor Lull, @commanding Ufficer.

The 2d Platoon, Co G, 607th TU Bn in support of 2d battalion, 359th Infantry
was ordered to relieve the 3d Platcdon at the cross road near ST LECHARD (LOLT).
Twe guns were in position in center of town. Une covering road from the north,
the other gun covering road from the west. The remaining two guns were located near
the road junction east of ST LEONAHD giving them an excellent field of fire. Sgt
Gillespie's gun was @ble to cover the road that led into CHAMBUIS (LO52) and was
able to knock cut three vheicles, one of vwhich was towing a 20mm flak gun. Uuring
that afternoon a FA officer located a tank which the gun could not see so the gun
was towed dowm to the north side of the road to bring fire on it. After several
rounds were fired at each r, the tank moved, It was picked up with a BC scope
and I told my gun commander I would direct fire for him as he could not ee the
enemy tank in his sight., After exchanging sev ral rounds al direect fire we suc-
ceeded in hitting the tank causing it to smoke, the gun ran out of ammnition and
we went about 800 yards and got more. During that time the tank had made a
slight move and I picked it up with the BC scope again, We received about twenty
rounds of direct fire from the tank, all of it AP. The gun commander and his
assistant did not leave the gun but continued to put fire direetly at the tank,
finally succeeding in knocking it ocut. 3gt Gillespie and Cpl Chriske were the
only men on the gun, I was on the BC scope about ten feet to the right front of
the gun, At a later hour snother gun was put into position there and Sgt Gillespie's
gun was moved back to the sonth side of the road. Later that evening Sgt Hempel
located an enemy tank 3200 yards to his front. &After waiting one and one~half
hours the: tank opened fire revealing its exact position, OSgt Hempel destroyed the
tank with one round of AP and then put four rounds of HE into the area around the
tank, Alsc knocked cut one veidcle immediately after the tank, on the road at
300‘0 ydBo

ILLIAW A&-LJJ{{;.L.ST
1st Lt., 007th TU Bn
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2 Septenber 19hk
Action of 3rd Platoon, Co C, 607th TD Bn in Battle of Falaise Pocket.

On August 15th the third platoon of "C" company moved into pesition in and around
the town of L& BOURGE ST LEONARD (LOLT) in support of "A' company of the 359th Infantry
Regiment, (See attached sketech, A, for gun positions and Infantry dispositions).

During the night of 15th August we were subjected to a sporadic artillery and
nebelwarfer borbardment. No casualties were inflicted on the 3rd platoonm, .

OUn August 16th at approximately 0800 the enemy started an atback on the town of
ST LEOHARD, The attock was from the west, driving into the town. the enemy was vastly
superior in number to our forces, (as was later reported to me by the S-3 of lst Bn
359th), and succeeded in driving our Infantry cut of thewest part of town, bu to
the fact that the Infantry fell back t¢ a position in rear of the lst and 2nd guns,
we glso were forced to withdraw because of the small arms fire, We were able to get
the lst section gun out of town, but the small arms fire and mortar fire was so in-
tense, that the 2nd section was foreed to abondon their gun,

The 1st section was put into position covering the road leading east out of towm,
(see sketeh B). There was no enemy tank action at this time.

The Infantry company commander reorganized his unit and went back into the fown
taking positions on the west side of town., At this ‘ime the 2nd of our gun sc<ctions
went back and took over their pun, The enemy zction griieted down for the iLime being,

At sbout 1300 of. the sanme day, the enemy started another attack on the western
part of the town, this time supported by tanks, . They succeeded in taking the
town, Our 2nd. section had a fire fight with an enemy tank, the gun lmocking out
the tank, but being disabled also, Cpl Washabanglh end Pvt Hunsicker were maning the
gun at the time. The enemy attack eontinued on toward the east where the lst section
of our platoon was in position,

Soie enemy tanks started up the cast-west road toward the lst section, They
opened fire at the section and the section returned the fire and was credited with
knocking out two tanks, the gun being manned by Lt Col Sundt, who had arrived at our
position a short time earlier, and Sgt Scott, chief of section and Cpl Shirley, gunner,
Sgt Kaiser also assisted.

After the tanks were knocked ocut, no more came up this road but the enemy infantry
continued to advance, The 1lst section gun opened fire on ithe personmel with HE,
stoping the advance and giving our infantry a base of fire by w ich they were soon
able to counterattack, reteking the town.,  During this gction the Lith section was
moved to the north to cover the road by flanking fire, (see sketch B).

After our forces had retaken the towmn, at sbout 2000, the enemy ttacked us from
our right flank and rear, overruning the 3rd section gun, The section drove the enenmy
off with small arm fire., Then a friendly tank was brought up and drove the enemy back,
There was no more action th-t night.

The next morning, about 0700, the en-my started another attack from the south,
driving in behind our infantry in town. The 1lst sect on was forced by gmall arms fire
coming from their left into withdrawing their gun down the main road, (see sketch B).
The Lth section was moved also, to prevent their being cut off.

e were subjected te intense artiliery and cortar fire for the rest of the morn-—
ing. we took part in no more action and were relieved by the 2nd platoon of '"C" company
at about 1230 on the &8th of August. Score - 3 enemy taiks knoeked cut, estimated 25
or 30 eneny infantrymen killed or ounded. Losses - 2nd section run, 3 men killed,

2 missing, 11 wounded,

It was later reportad to me by the S-3 of 1st Bn, 359th Inf that the eneny had
gttacked with two battalions of infantry with 2 total strength of 1100 men. As ap osed
to this we hod ®A" Co of the *5%th Inf, 2 tanke from 712 Tank Bn, 3rd platoon of Co C
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