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Bubiect: Tattle Situetiore and Fxperisnces.

™ t Cemranding Of°icer, 18t TD Brigade, AFO 403, U S Army.

1. In accordanece with your request 7or material on Battle Fxperiences and
Situstiors, there is enclosed a group of sesme which I hope will be of help to other
Units,

2. In additicn tc the enclosed experiences, we have found that in Indireet
Tire precieion sdjustrent with the S0} Gun, ite large prodbable error made the use
of Cin adjusting unegtisg®actory, while the use o the “ork gave ue srtie"actory
sdiuntmente,

2. In your TD Informmtior Letter MNurber 2, 1 Jar 45, sozme variatio=s “rem ocur
records were noted. Cumulaiive report should rend sz “ellows:
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BATTLE SITUATIONS (11-26 Destroyer)

Situabion loe l: (see sketch jl)

Sgt Sheeran's destroyser had been givern the nission of covering the under-pass
which had been frejuentec “y a tank. He had placed the gun at AG-16 Yo cover the
under-pass in casoc the tank returnccd. Vhile in position an Infantry officer came %o
the destroyer and wunted 14 to move cubt and {Irs on « pillboxe. Thers were other de-
stroyers avalilable for this purpose and the jun corraundsr so advissd the Infantry
officer. The officer insisted thut J5t Shecrun's sun nove out on the missione. The

cun corunder refused and scon thercafter destroyed a tard: us 1t pulled irn%o the
undsr-pacs. ilcwevir tho In;&r~‘y officer departed in a "hufi". I am not sure il the
sun commander uUUHGDted calling for another destroyer. His platoon lsader has no re-
collzection of a request belin: siven hinm for the mission..

+

Sug“csti‘P- That «11 Infuntrymen be irstructed to call for Tis throu;h the Inf 2n
CPs {or nissions, axcept in casc of ecnergerncy vhen imediate action 1s requirad.

£3 s ar I o - - PO A
Situation To. 23 {seo Sleteh il

At 1200 12 Lec 44 a reques®t for iire on w pilltox ! of J-Z1 was nade. J=31 was
occupiecd by Intuntr; as vere J-di, 44, <0 and Y-1, 2, 2, 4. “'hile the pletoon leader
end gun cormmender were forward on reconnaissance of route and positio, mortar firse
drove the Infur*ry fron J-51 into J=24. 7T only route available was the nuin YVorth-
South street 'movn to ho subject to anti-tank i w burred teni purtially olistrucihed
the street at & point opposite 1-Z¢. The ris a5 run und the pillbox fired upon.
Houses 2¥ und 24 vere alsc fired upor.. o attempt vas made by Infuinbry to occupy the
pillbox. This vus the third time this missio d been callsd for and fired.

5]
¢4

[

Question: 7as the risk justifised by ths result?
Suggestion: Is is doubtful since there was no "follow through" and the frequency of
use of thnis mein strect only serves to attract unti-tank suns to the street.

Situation Toe &: (seo sketch ;1)

Lt 0200 19 Dec 44 a platcon lewder vins directed, ut 2ud bn CP, to coutact Co &
commander for g nission desired. 1o juide wus {urnished. The officor finully found
the Company CP in Y-%. There he wus Lold that Germuns ned 1nfildrated into the posi-
tion during: the nijht and that houscs Y20, 27, 29 nust be presumcd to Le occupied

4““ltu010 , e was urgently requested So rove a destrover to & point noar
=27 Lixy u¢a4el" wnd {ire on house =01, therealter to remain in position to block
any movemont of enemy tunis from Uast to Cest puast (-8le  Platoon leuder stutoed he
had speciiic or.iers not to move pust liouses cuspectel o conbaining German Infantry
due to duuger of wazcola, rifle or muchine jun fire into the open turret. e regquested
that houses Y-25, 27, 2t be checiecd over. :.g roturned to 2nd tn CP and svalted word

of this check beiny made. .ot 1200 he received « report at En CP that ths three build=-

.
b them.

o
)
£
pe

ings wore cleared. o disputched a destrover on tho nission. 4t 1800 4 heavy fusi-
[s
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BAPTLE SIVVATIONS, 6074h vunk Lestroyer Battalion:

lede of sm&ll wurms fire L% out in bulldings Y-26, 27, 26.

Question: ‘ere these buildings cleared as previously reported or had destroyers been
unnecessarily endangered?

Fesult: Loss of conficerce in reports of supported troops.

Situation lo. 4: (see sketch 42)

on 10 Tec 44 the Zrd plutcon of Co s, GUG7%H TD Bn wus supporting 1s%t Bn Inf.
The TD of Sgt surkhart was supporting Co E (sco slketch for disposition). At wbout
0720 approximately 10 reunds ol 1L, hit uu;lu‘ng #+13 (Co I ¢P). An Infantry ohserver
"t the Co CP reported the fire was coninyg from an enomy tank about 250 yards to the

3

Z. The gun conrender, st Burkhwrs, was unable Lo sec this tank from sround lsvel.
Under cover of the dust caused by the “Aplcu-on of shells hitting building he moved
the TI' just beyond the corner of tho building, but %eing unable to observe enemy tan':

1y

from the heizht of the TL's turret, ho rbtu acd te cover of the building. He did not,
as regquested bv the Co comuncer, move tie To bteyond cover or thws building and shoot
it out wilh the ensmy tank, but roported tqe s“*uutlon to his plutoon leader so that
tho other Tix in the wreoa could tale the eunerayy Lonk under fire If it oxpossd itselfl

or if its posiiion wus leceabeds The Imfentry clsurver ¢id not show the location of
the tanl to the TI: comander.

unerys Inlentry, o thls tine, wers clscrved =oving to thy vieinity of building
422 from the Yorth alon: o route to zust of Luildings 46, 9 und 10. They were fired
vpont by the TL's nmwchine jun.

The Infantry Company'c corrmander eleocted to vacato buildéing #1& due to casualtiss
Leing caused to his nen wund wsied the TU to cover his withdrawwul. This was done. The
o CC did nov inform the TL commandsr wiere he vias jolig to riove nor arrange a pluce
for the Th to report at any new position.

Lfter the Infeantry nad withdrwm: from L1C3Z #13, the gun commander moved to rear
(south) side of bld; 715, but could ret locate any of the Infantry. Hs then noved
South across RI tracks about 200 yards to platoon assenbly position in order to contact
the TT platoon leacder for instructions.

Ths reserve destroyer was not naneuvered. The cestreyer on the Dust flunk fired
50 cal M3 at Gormnun Infuntry but did not pick vp the German tan'.

After this action the Inluntry Bn commander weas reported to have stated the TU
"ran svay"e Upon later discussion of this matter with the Lx officer of the 607th T
Bn, the Inf Bn CO expressad it as his opinion (1) that the T should huve moved from
behind the cover of btldg 12 and sought out end shot the tunk, notwithstanding the
fact thut the TD would not only heve been under direct fire of the enemy tank, but also
at & disadventage, since he would huve been movin;; and would not have had the exact
location of *hs Hanl, and (2) that the TL should m&ve remaired by bldz 17 even though
the Infantry had xit wWrzvme  (Note: LArter sxtreme prassure haed boen relieved the samc
corrmander thoupht SENArTiSe ) e

I

I

Conclusion: (1) Iie TLs wers properly placed to ctoy any urnored attucl before same

reached Infantry front lines; (2) the TI in charse of Syt Zurkhart should not have
€

moved from ite coverod position to oujage the tank s this v.ould undoubtedly have re-
sulted in tle TL Yeing destroved; (3) the TL should not have remainded in front of the
Infartry lines aqc, failing Yo have any place designated by the CC of Co B, moved to

the proper place; (4) employment of reserve dostroyer offered best chances of success.

Suggestions: Supported troops must be sure to jive supporting troops their plans in

order to insure continuity of support. Zven thoush moves in towns arg very short, the
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BATTLE SITUATICHS, 0607th Tank Destroyer Battalion:

sase with which dismounted troops conceal themselves is bound to give the armorsd
units the impression that the Infantry huave "run cwey" and left the armor uncoverec.
Undoubtedly there were men left in the blds AE-13 tc care for the wounded and cover
the TD, but here azuin the plen wus not given to the destroyer's commender. His
failure to check the building while it wwms beiny fired upon is understundable as vas
the Infantry cormanders haste to aeparte A rally position would frequently be of
value in similar circunstances.

Tuwsl guus capuule vi voing plucea insice ot buildings and sited to fire down
routes ol approucil for tenks mizht well be employed. This increases tho safety of
forviard elements apuinst tank attacks and frees [orviard elements of the nocessary
slaborate security msasurcs to sdeguately protect tanks and tank dosctroyers in front
line positionse. It &lso reduces danger of lesing valuaeble eyuipmont to & night-
stalking %eem of the cuemy. Continued experience and association of armor and Infan-
try almost invariably has resulded in olimination of episodes of this type. Illowever,
extreme battle strain will cause them to ariss unless combined training and battle
experience huve rocduced thneir causes to the minimune

Situstion Jloe 5: (seo sketeh ;#3)

A tany destroycer plutoon wus supporting an Infuntry Battalion in the assault
through a fortified towne The plutcon was assembled in ths vieinity of houses 4-28,
34 and 32. The Infantry had tukern and clesred &ll of blocks J, R and S and bldgs
16 to 32 in block T. The Infantry commander requested fire be nlaced on a pillbox
between T-1 end 2 Yo nsutralize it while they assaulted the row of houses T-1C to 15.
The Infantrv corruncer wanted the plutoon leader to send o destroyer up Rath Strasse,
but from a study of *the map the plutoon leuder considered the use of this route im-
practicable because of undue exposure from enenmy held territory of block K and Q.

Ths Infantry commander informed the plutoon leuder thut the road running through block
S5 near 5-24 was open end passable, that his men were using it. As this gave & covered
route, the platoon lsader sent & dostroysr to proceed over this route to a firing po-
sition between L-5 and G. The destroyesr left, but ifs commander fourd the roed was
not passable to vehicles due to lallen trees end debrise. He retwned end reported
this to the platoon leuder, who immediately made & foot reconnaissance of the route
and verified that 1% was impassuable. e continued his reconralssunce and found a
possible route to another firfrg vosition at the Test end of 7-16, but wus unable to
make a detailed recomnuwissance due to heuvy mortar fire between T-27 und 29. The pla-
toon lesader returnad end suggested that & tunlk make the reconnaissance inasmuch as &
_tank would have the berwfit of a covered turret. This wus &agreed upon und the tank
proceedsd to tha proposddPlring position and, in addition, cleared a line of fire to
the pillbox by shootin: a hole in the wall thuat runs {rom 7-27 to Y-9. It then with=-
I pletoon leader wus i:formed that the route was cleur and ths firing

drow and the TL
position -oode Tho destroyer thon proceeded at o rapid rate to the position which the

tank had reconnoitered, runniiiz dhrouzh the nortar fire. It ired ten rounds into tho
» [ D
pillbox, neutralizing it with penetrations.

Conclusion: rersonual racounuissanco of routes is most essentiale Vhet may appear o
Be & good route to come it not u jood route to w tunker or T men. & good use of
tanks f'or reconnaissenco under {ire is hers demonstrated. ankers verify passable
routes for *enks or The. (Iote: 105 Assault Jun miht heve beeon better than tank in
this case, sirnce il can demolish buildings better).

3

r3

D 3

sussestion: Conplete recormeissance must be made on foot whenever possiblee.
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" BATTLE SITULTICIS, 607t I' Destroyer Bettalion: .

Situation lo. €6: (see sketch ;%)

The destroyer of Cpl ‘liren moved up Lcsenbergstrabe and fired on buildings pertain-
ing to the brick factory from point A (sse sketch)s Then the engine of the destroyer
failed to starts St Glest moved forward, by the same route, to pull Viiren's stalled
destroyer im order to start it. A high veleecity gun sterted firing South on the avenue.
Smt Gleet fired sevaral rounds from point 2 in roturn and pulled back under covers Lo
more return fire was recelived.

2asults: Leter 5% Johnsor, from point C, saw a German tank partially within a build-
- s i 3 p y
ing at point De. Two holas were in the tank. Building had been demolished. The Jorman

tank almost certainly had taken up his position to catch Vliren on the return trip.

Lesson: Always employ guns mutually supporting. /4 lone jun is often & lost gune.

Situation loe 7: (see sketch j5)

Pillbox P=3, rcamouflaged by &« false brick house, cane under suspicion when OP u%
point A (& three storied building) saw paper cups being tossed out & window. AL 7D took
up position at point B anc fired 6 rounds, knocliing camouflage down and partially ex-
posing a face of the pillbtox. liore would have been exposed by firing low and blowing
other material obtstructing view out of the waye. Ten rounds were then fired but pattern
vwas poor. Guurer was puzzled as to whut point to shoot at. Visibility was poore. The
view from OP at i did not help much because the view from the destroyer was sc different.

Results: Occupunts of the pillbox gave up due to fear. Poor pattern would ordinarily
have given no resultse

Lesson: Spend a few extra rounds clearing the way. GSelect a point to shoot at, using
auxiliary aiming point if necessary, and then start poundinge. Ten rounds should always
give complete penetration if the pattern 1s good and if a partition or the roof are not
}lit .

Situation Yo. 8: (see sketch ;5)

Pillbox P-4 was discovered by Infantry and preliminary fire placed on it from
point €, knocking down the brick camouflage. However a brick wall and zreat quantities
of debris and demolished box cars on the tracks partially obstructed the view and no
attempt was made to clear field of fire. Twenty five rounds in groups 10-10=5 were
fired to persuade the Jerries to give upe Ko specific point wes picked to fire upon.
Destroyar then moved %to point U to et « better angle of impact. 5till not enough
effort was made to knock away some of the well that was obstructing vision.

Results: The Jerries, except fcr the HNCO were persuaded to give upe Engineers then
blew & hole in doorway. Gas fumes overcame the NCO.-

lesson: Use & few extra rounds to cleuar the field of fire. Then pick & point (if aper-
Ture is still obscursd, chooss & point 10 fest down and 10 foot in from & corner) and
start pounding. Ten rounds of APC will do the job if pattern is good. 1lloe 5 and

No. 10 might woll be IIE with T105 fuse or delay fuse setting.
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<+ BATTLE SITUATICY'S, 507th 1’ Vestroyer Zattalion: ‘

Situation To. 9: (see sketch #5)

Two pillboxes (one port each) were mutually supporting and covering an overpass
and RR crossinge iowever, P-1 had been taken by persuasion during the night. An
assault teosm of one squad and one TD took up positions, the Infantry in house (i) and
the destrover at (I:)e The destrover's mission was to fire 5§ rounds on P=2 +g hution
it up, while the Infantry planned to rush the box after the 5th round. This action
took place at the first light. Only a dim outline of P-2 was visitle to the gunner.
Angle of impact 30°.

rosults: Two rounds HE fired on P-Z2, knocking false brick front flut. Two rounds of
IPC fired on P-2 cut throush the 4 inch steel uperture cover. The two holes were onse
inch apart. 4 round of IE had hit two inches above the opening made by the APC. The
Jerry machine gunncr was killed at his post. S5ix live Jerries in P-2 surrendered
without & struz;le.

Lesson: Always try to fire at aperture. It is weakest point in pillbox. Prearranged
firing plan worked well because it weas well within capebilities of jun und Infantrye.

Situation loe 10: (see sketeh 7#6)

Pillbox South of D-36 was the objective. . squad of Infuntry plus some Zngin-
eers was brought to nouse J-=le i destroyer was brought to opening South of house
J=16. 4t 1400 smoie vias placed on houses and hizh ground North of pillbox. The
destroyer then movod \Jest about 75 yds in order to shoot past building J-~10. The
destroyer fired & rounds ADPC &t doorwuy of pillboxe. Lue %o haze, target was not
clearly visitle so an auxiliary aiming point was used for both range and deflesction
(eactual settings used were 6 leads and 700)s The first round (a sighting shot) was
senssd by a lateral observer (plat S:;t) and the settings mentioned above arrived at
for delivoryof four succesding rounds. Gtiortars swept houses D-35 to 28 and F-23 to
26 and Q-14 to 19« The Infantry jumped off after the 5th round and proceeded to the
pillbox which fell without further action. Five Jerries surrendered. One, left be-
hind in the pillbox, was dead. The Engineers followsd up closely with composition 2
and blew the pillbox. All imericans returned to starting points. Action started at
1400 and ended at 1410 with the exploding of the CZ2.

Results: Penetration of pillbox reportsd. All Jeries left alive were completely
dazed, coughiny ané covered with duste

Situation MNo. 11: (sketch ::7)

The gun ceornmsnder reconnoitered a covered route to a firins position 150 yards
from a pillboxs. Angle of fire 10° from right angles to face of pilltex. At thi
position the right half of neur side was nob visible due to intervening buildings.

The gun commander elected to shcot at 4 point on the blank wull sbout 15 feet from the
left hand edge and 4 fest from lower ed:e of the pilltiox. Five rounds of APC wers
fired. The gun commandsr raported he thought the fourth round penetruted and

knew the fifth round had penetrated. USix P's viere taken out of this pilibox. They
came out prior to Infantry assault and did not show any physical effect from the
rounds fired. The Fi's wore very anxious to know whet kind of "super" weapon we used

which could go through their "impregnable" pillbox. They had given up as soon as

they saw the pillbox could be penetruated.
-5 -



.-« BATTLE SITUATICI'S, 607th T‘ Dostroyer Battalion: .

Sit No. 11 (Cont'd)

Later examination shovwied that all shots had hit within 12 inches of center of
impacte. Two rounds had penetrated and hit the fur wall and there was & considerable
amount of rubble scattersd throughout the room whore penetration was made, with a
pile of rubble about 18 inches hish und 4 feet in diumeter in the immediate vicinity
of penetratione.

Construction of tne pillbox was as represented in sketch #7. This is reproduced
from & sketch made of the paurticulear pillbox described in the above situation. The
concrete was of very good quality with reinfiorcing steel about every 12 inches both
in width and depth throughout entire wall.

(In the followins situations -~ XNose 12, 13 and 14 - the same diasrem as in sit-
uetion Yo. 11 will be used. It wes {ound thaet most of the pillboxes wers of the
same basic construction wvhether they had one or five firing ports and whether there
viers two or more compartments. 'There there are several compartments, each one is
constructed to be fousht independently, even if the other is destroyed. However,
in most ¢ the pilluoxes we ussaulted the Gerrmans did not fizht them in this manner;
ie, ther would leave innsr dcors open ((probably whe:n retreuating from threatensd
compurtment)) and so fumes and concussion from HE or cement dust from LI’C would drive
out the occupants)e

Situetion No. 12: (ses slketch 37)

Covered rcute to firing position vas reconnoitered. Range was about 150 yards.
Angle of impact right angle to rear side of pillbox. Trace of pillbox sxposed wus
g blank wall similar to that shovm in sketch j%7. The gun commender elected to fire
at a point avout 14 feet from left hund sdge and about 6 feat above apparent botiom
line of pillbox. iour rounds of APC, followad by two rounds of i (T-105 fuse) wers
fired at and &ll ait this pointe The gzun commendser reported he thought the fourth
round of APC penetruted end thut the two HE exploded inside of the pilltox. One
German officer and five EM cune cut of the pillbox. A4All viere badly shaken up and
Lad bloody noses, were choking from dust and fumes and were extremely affected men-
tallys bxaminatiorn of the pillbox later showed large piles of rubble just inside
the point of penetration and that cement dust hud been scattered throughout the pill-
box, probably by the HE. Marks on the far wall indicated that the fourth round of
LPC and both HE had gone inside. 4ll rounds fired had hit vithin about 8 inches
from center of impact.

Situation Io. 13: (see sketch j7)

Peconnaissance for firing on this pillbox disclosed thet only covered route
anded &t a point from which the target could be fired upon from & protectsd position,
except for an intervening shed with a rear wall of brick. Lngineers assistod by
blowing a hole through this wull end the 1L was then able to fire from a covared
position. The portion of the pillbox exposed was u corner (see sketch ;7). The
zunner could see approximately 8 inches of the machine gun aperture. The gun com-
mander elected to shoot &t the aperture, though the angle of fires would be about 40°
from perpendicular. 5ix rounds of AXC were fired, followed by two rounds HE with
T7-105 fuse. Tvio of the six rounds of APC hit the por%tion of the armor plate of the
machine gun aperture exposed to view and both rounds penetrated, joing inside and
causing considerable damaze. The other rounds hit one side or the other of the em-

o [ ]

brasure and richocheted off{ without effect. Ihe two rounds which penetrated, knocked

- ¢ -



BATTLE SI&"UATIO?'S; G07th T‘( Dastroyer Battalion: .

Sit No. 13: (Cont'd)

off the inner doors of the compartment, smashing the inner partition wall. The occu-
pants surrendered.

S3ituation lios 14: (see sketch 37)

In this situation the mission was to "button up pillbox". The gun commander

found a covered route with the firing position partially covered. The range was
25 yards. The portion of the pillbox exposed was the corner and part of the side

where the entrence was located (see sketch). The gun commander did not designate
any specific point fer terget and directed the gunner to fire 7 rounds in the general
area "A", then fire was shifted to the general area of "B" and 8 rounds fired. APC,
HE with delay fuse and HE with T-105 fuse were fired. Ilo apprecieble damaze was no=-
ticed frcm the firing positione The TD later moved to a position on this pillbox
compareble to that shown in sketch #7. Range was 75 yards. Agaein the gun commandsr
did not desinate any specific point target, but directed the gunner to fire in the
zeneral area of "C"., &6 rounds were fired, some being APC, some HE with T-105 fuse,
and sonme HL delay fuss.

Later examination of this pillbox showed that none of the shots had penetrated
and that the deepest penetration attained was & feet. The effects ol these rounds
had been scattered over an area of about € feet high and ebout 20 feet wide.

The lessons to be leosrned from the sabove situations (tMos 11, 12, 1% and 14) are:
(1) To obtain penetration, all shots must be as closely bunched &5 possibles.
(2) Cro round is sufficient to nenetrate the armor plute at the 1IG apsrture
and therefore this is the best point to hit if it is at all possible.
(3) To obtain nmaximum effoct against perconnel inside the pillbox, follow up
vith 7D deluy fuse after penetration is obtained.

During the discussion that followed a conferencc on situations No. 11, 12, 12,
and 14 thsz folloving; points weroc brought outs

(1) Universal experience of our zunners was thet HE with T-105 fuse obtained
practically no effect (1o, &p.oared to get only low order burst) when firec aguinst
a pillbox at a rangs of less than 1200 yards.

(2) Vhen the pillbox target is indistinct, due to either distance or haze, it
frequently nelps to zim ut a distinct point (ie, top of fence post, tree fork, etc)
and b them taking appropriate leads and elevution diffurence in tho telescopic sight
from this point, or & refasrence point to adiust on the pillbox. Once a hit is ob-
tained in the proper srea, the zunner, by using tho sume load and elevation from this
point, will be able %o place the remainder of his shots in the same place on the tar-
cet.

(Z) The best place to hit on &« blank wall of & pillbox is a point about 10
feet from the edje wund aboubt 10 fecot from the tep horizontal line. This will allow
approxinately 6 to & fest for the side wulls and the roof and on all pillboxes exan-
inegd viould have avoided botn ontside wulls wnd inside partitions and woald have coh-
teined penetretion into one of the rooms in the pillboxe.
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