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4s  On the morning of the 28tk of Hovember 19l the 3d platoon, Gompany C,

BUTth TU Bn wes asked &0 vuppord the atbsok on the town of Merten, Fiénce lacerd, . - b

and thereafber Lo secure the town from e:?mi;;@r abtacks
) The 3d battalion, 378%h Bﬁfanhz_
706) and secure both flanks of the exis of advanes by wo¥ing one Gompany to tha
right or soubth of the road snd one compang to the left or north of the road,
Henments of the batbalion were reporied to have rosched the edge of the town om
vhe wost and the 10 platoon was o sdvanok at 0930 and meet LT REIOEL ab the
road block ab the weet edge of the town

- targets the TD's were to reduce. |

225=729), By veducing by direct fire certein strong points axpected in the tesm |

The platoon advanced as sohedulpd with three pang moving forward along

the road «nd one acting us, overwatoh, A% polnb #2 the 2d T was taken under

- fire by AT gun “A" and a track lmocked. offs Subseguently a sooond shot from the
sané gun et the T on fire, The other twe gans progaded to the rosd block whers

they found eneny infantyy in considerable; foree and none of gur infantry, The
platoon leader's ¥-36 received n nit frem a Penzerfeust (Gorman Busocka) on the
final drive housing which panétrated the boueing from the front but did not _
impobilize the vehicle, and affer firing HE and .50 caliber mechine guns ot the

During this action T 1 fired 6 rounds of U8 and TD §3 fired 5. rounds BE and
- both flred 500 rounds of 50 caliber mechine gun’ abtempting Lo desteoy enemy
- dnfeantry and neutralize the AT gaoms. C ‘ .

infantry in ths town guns ¥1 and #3 were forced to iove mway from tho buildingg,

: .In backing and turning around the platoon Llasder s T0 beosme gduek
in the md and was it by two rounds from AT gan "BR, one round hitbing the
eounterwaight and ricochebing fown agninst the drivers hatehy the sthey round
going through the turvet, meither paused demége to permonnel ner rendered the
gan incopdble of firing. T8 #3 reburnsd unharmed 4o starding positione . = -

AT gun "AY wos moved bo allernate position as indicated on skebteh

and fired twe rounds at 10 L through & spods botween e bulldinga.  The Yt 7' |

missed, the second it the burvet ricochetsd inside the burret, killed the

o gunnery and wounded the platoon leadsy. This shot vendered the pun Anoperotive, .
o hwo othet members of the crew were killed by umall sms and novtar fire ss Shegy

 abandondéd the 7D,

e iﬁf"amry'*ﬁd ware to aﬁmmﬂmng theﬂaﬁkahad m matar fE

RS TP

#io8 £o abback from Filok (coord, 158

t}wm whioh plage he would point out the

- aring thds eﬁ-ﬁ;ﬁe' action the pﬁéﬁ&téhﬁk{é ':T;-'i-hfajud-nfﬁséﬁew Yhe flash L
oo of AT gun MAY and atienptéd te fire but the fiving mechanism foiled to funetion, - T,
o This was later found to be dus to & woak fiving pin eprisge T
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¥ S msi&wnca ‘bhan mxtieipated snd 48 ﬂet cloay the AT gun pasit«om or ma,ch the
T bloek un'h'tl after the foregoing aotion had tuken a::lace.

e prioy mcennaisfsame of route TS made due to small arme :fira and -
fo peconnaissance was mide slong the route followsd or to be followsd by the
infantry, to deteraine that the inbevmediate position at the mad h:mck was
sagure hei‘we the TB. platecm started for. thqm puint.

. = G@nﬁllwimt The loss oi' these two guns ﬂ.a attributezl to (1) use of &
. tim schedule to ccordinste (o) the clearing of the flanke and securing the firel
© position at the road block by the infantry, ané (b) the advance of the TD platoon
L and 22; the mechenieal failure of the £iring mechanism of the ovarwatohing TE‘.!,
and {3} lack of recennaissanca to cietemim the security of the int@rmeﬂiata
Lol -;gaos«ﬂma mt *hhe 3:‘08-(1 blm‘kn ‘
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