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% . JFECT: After Action Report for Perlod 1 to 31 Dec 44 Inclusive.

Cormmanding Geneaal, 10th Armorpd DlVlSlon
(atting AC of 8, (-3)
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1. (a) Unit Strength 1 Dec 1944: 39 Off, 2 WO, 620 EM. o
Unit Strength 31 Dec 44: 39 Off, 2 WO, 587 EM. \

(b} Casualtiess 7 EM kilded, 18 EM wounded, O Missing.

2« - - Disposition of Bn at beginning of period was as follows:

Bn CP - RUSTROFF. (Q012946) :

Co "aA" plus one plat of Ren and one Sec Pion plat, one
gasoline truck, and two amunition trucks, atchd CCA = LAUNSTROFF
(Q103940)

Co "B" plus one plat Ren sand one Sec. Pion plat, one
gasoline truck and two ammunition trucks, atchd CCR - RUSTROFF(Q012946)

' Co "g" plus one plat Ren, one gasoline trick and two anmuI-
~ition trucks, atehd CCB - EVENDOREF (Qo45913)

Ren Co (=) =~ RUSEROFF (Q012946)

Hge Co (-) = NMAIMUHLE (QOl3976)

Summary of Operations
1 Dec. 1944 ¢ 1st and 3rd Plats of Co "A" (#) fired 130

rds- 76mm HE in secondary mission from positions at (Q108910) and - o
(Q105915). S §

. 2 Dec 1944 Having been rld. fr atchmt CCR andatchd to
TF/POIK at’ 911837, Co "B" (#) moved to PERL (Q023980) at ¢208¢¥,
1s§ Plat went into dszfensive positions at TETTINGEN (L045026) and
WOCHERN (LO38013)and 3rd Plat went to. Sgd Reserve, 4314 Gav Sqd at
BUSHDORF (Q088978)

% . 3 Dec 1944: 1st and 5rd plats, C6 MA" (/) in indirect

3 flrs positions noved to new posipions at (Ql48922) and (Ql46920) 1
i _ -
5 4 Dec 19443 = 67 rds u?observed haragsing and intediction il
% fire delivered By Co "A" (). % : '
£ '5 Dec 1944:  2nd PlatiCo HA" peld 3rd Plat 0700 and fired

o e
T

94 rds coun erEattery which was Peported effective by liaison plane.
lst plat Co "A" fired 43 rds (TOT) on a Germsn barracks and harassing
fire into MERZIG (QR05945). Allielements of Company assembled.at
IAUNSTROFF (Q105940) at 1730, ! :

Co CP and Bnd Plat, Co "BM, moved to EFT
( 065985) at 1100 © Ren and Pion] Plats tookkup positions to defend
BESCH (L015016). . N \
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# 6 December 44 Co "A" (#) withdrawn to STE. MARGUERITE.
(Q05185"T at 1330 to conduct maintenance and rehabilitation.
) 3rd ¥latoon Co "B", moved to WELLINGEN
(R123947) at 1035. Plat Commander raconnoitered positions along the
SAaR River suitable for TD gins to fire direct fire into DRIESBACH
(154993), PONTEN (Q173984), BESSERINGEN (u188970), SANAT (R200560)
Cand-MWRZIG (R 20u945)

7 and 8th Dec 1944, No changee.

9 Dec 1944: Two guns of drd Plat, Co "B", one at SILWINGEN
(Q156923) and one at HILLBRINGEN (3188942), flred 28 rds HE and
23 rds AP(C at ‘several pillboxes around BESSERINGEN (Ql88942) snd B
MERZIG (3 205945). Bxtent of damage is not known. Germans retal-
iated with a heavy concentra tion of artillery fire so the destroyers
went under cover. '

10 Dec 1944: Co "B" destroyers at TETTINGEN (f 045026} and
HILLBRRINGEN (2188942) fired 7 rds HE and 3 rds APC, causing the enemy
to retaliate with a heavy mortar and artillery concentration. Dest-
~roysrs at TEYTINGEN silenced a MG in a house at BUTSDORF (1.047030)

~witn 8 rds HE.

11 Dec 1844: Bn less Co "B" (f) started observance of a 10 hr
per day training schedule.

12 Dec 1944: One lst Plat, Co "B" destroyer knocked out by
enemy mortar Tire at TETTINGEN (LO45026) at 1100. 2nd Plat rel'd
- 3rd Plat at 1700 and abandoned all but one M-20 post in TETTINGEN,
3rd Plat moved gun at HILLBRINGEN (4188942) to SIIWINGEN (Q1l56923).

13 Dec 1944: gec of 3rd Plat, Co "B", at SIIWINGEN (QL56923)
fired TZ rdse HE and 16 rds APY ar pillboxes vic MERZICG (Q205945).
Hits were ObSuPVGd but range was too great to determine extent of
damagse

.14 Dec 1944: Op ”B" guns ‘at SIILWINGEN (Q156923) fired 13 rds
into MERZIG (RL05945) . '

15 Dec 1944: No change.

16 Dec 1944: No change.

BLaSCHRTTE (P870237) at 1400, [
' Co "G" (=) moved out with CCB and closed MERLE
(P815130) at 1400,
Bn CP and Hg 00 (=) joined CCR column at 1610.
: lst Plat Co "B" rel'd 2nd Plat at WOCHERN (LO38013)
at 1500; 2nd Plat then lsft for BORG (LO60006) and took up defensive -
positions in B end of twon at 1650. 3rd Plat assembled ab ERT (L0698)

17 Dec 1944: GCo "a" (3) moved out with CCA and closed at

i

18 Dec 1944: Co "C', mlnusglsb Destroyer Plat moved with CCB
to BASTOGNL (P555578) at 1000. 41ist Plat was attchd to CCR.
: ; _
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19 Dec 1944: 5rd Plat Co "a" joined TF/Riley in ALPTIER (985268)
at 1930 prepuredto repel tank attacks from ECHTERNACH (LO50355).

20 Dec 1944: 3rd Plat Co "B relld lst Plat in WOCHERN
" {1038013) at 0830
o ' lst rlat Co "G atteh'd to GCR, departed from
MERLE (P815830) at 6830 and reported to Co "aA', 20th Inf at BERT-
~RANGE (P785138) i )
21 Dec 1944: Bn (-) moved to BERINGEN (PB35289) at 2030.
ist Plat Co €Y with Team Holhouse outposted
the MZRSCH (P820285) ARLON (P515225) road.

22 Dec 1944: No changes.
23 Dec_1944: 1st Plat, Co "C" moved' to OBERGLABACH (P858-
-328) atchd to Co "¢, 3rd Tank Bn, 10th armd Div.
Co "B' (4),rel'd from atchmt T#/Polk and closed

in BurINGEN (p835289) at 1700. atchd to 90th Cav Sgd effective 1700,
] Co "A" (£) reltd for assembly at SCHOOS (P872-
-200) at 1300. | .

04 Dec 1944:  Co "a'" (£) moved to STEGEN (P874378) at 1000,
The two sSecbions of the 3rd Plat along with one seec plon, Plat
took up positions for dircet fire at (P876404) and (P889940) from
where they could observe the German maln supply route parrallsl-
-ing the SaUiR River. 3 Volkswazons; 1 ammo Carrier; 2 Personnel
Prucks; 1 Cargo Truck and 3 Bleycles and an unestimated number of
enemy personnel were destroyeds.
: - co "BY moved to STEGEN at 0730. Platbons took
up positions at(P268414) and (PE37387) overlooking supply routes
to. towns of STTLABRUCK (P324399) and DIBWIACH (F2058420)3 1 Tiger
Tamk; 1 Btry 105mm Guns; 4 AA units; 2 88mm Guns and an enemy CP
at DIEKIRCI were destroyed. ' ) :

95 Dec 1944: 2nd _nd 3rd Plats of Co "A" moved to direct
{ler Positions at (P887417), conbtinuing the blockade of the =n-
emy's main supply roupes to the North off the SAUER River. 1 Mk IV
tank; 1 rersonnel Carrier; 1 Koyoreycle; 4 Cargo trucks; 1 Voliks-
~wagon and 15 bicycles were destroyed, along with 1 Command “arj
1 half track and an unestimabed nkmber of eneumy persomnel.

. Co "B" did nob change positions bub mzintained
theones they had. 1 Bnemy-liaison plane (as it landed and came
to a stop) at (P838407); 1 MKIV tank; 2 Mortar emplacemnsts; 1
snemy CP at DIEKIRCK; 1 Commund Cars 1 Half track; 1 MG emplacce-
~ment; 5 Bleycles and &n sabimated 20 eneuy parconnal Ware esbioye

- g
b

120 Flat Co "CM moved to SCHRONDTEILLER (P865-

priyi

' i
o6 Dec 19443 Co "B' (£)Ireld from atchmt and reverted back
to Bn controi. Assemblud ab BERINGEN (P835289) at 0900.

}

1lst Plat, {o "¢" also reverted back to Bn con-

trol. Assembled Beringen ab 1300
: Co "a' peverbed buck Lo Bn conbroland closed

e AL

st SCHIEREN (P825380) at 1700k L
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27 Dec 1944: Bn (=) placed under control XII Corps. Ren

was made of TP Reed zone for routes and positions to support

Cfire of the 30uth T. D. Bn.

28 Dec 1944: Ren made or rest of XIT Corps zone for routes,

AT positions and assembly areass
o Go "¢ (=) was conbaced for the first time since’

thelr departure for BaSTOGNE (P555578) pocket on Dec 18 1944, 15
Mk V tanks and & Mk VI ftank, aswe;3ll as 3 AT guns (8P) wers known to
bs destroyed. 14 of these btanks were known to be destroyed during
the period 20~ 21 Dec by the 3rd Plat under the commynd of lst Lt
Davidéa K Hagensg in the viec of KOVILLE (PH38646). The abiacking
enemy tanks were engaged as theu emergedfrom tho fog at ranges of
200-~300 vardd. One destroyer knocked out & Mk V's with © rdse
Lt Hagens employed two destroyers in statlie positions und used the
buildings in NOVILLE for cover. The other two destroyers of his
Plat roved about the village «nd were prepared to move into numer-
-ous positions on call. The 2nd Plat, cmd by Lt Edward Gladden,
ving succssafilly sanloyad bo Alpeceh fies on wn D uabiey B0 »3pal
counter-attacks. It was while bresking up one of the enmyy attacks
that Lt Gladdens Plal destroed a Mk V tank with an k-10 manned by
personnel recruited Lrom Co Hq. The ften Plat operated directly
with elements of the 10lst AB Div and wersoubtposting the BaSTOGNE-
~aRLON highwaye. Casuvalbies sustained in the Bu3TOGNE pocketwere
13 men and 8 vehlcles, (2 M-18's, 2 K=20's, & ytons, and 1 24 ton
trucks) Theso losses wera orinclpally ths resulb of intensive
nightly snemy bombing., The M-18%s to an &7 setbicon.  Tha o ecenirie
miil Foe @8 Pad oand askblmabzl 150 snsuy Willede.

29 and 30 Dec: HNo chahigte

. Four “este

31 Dee 194ads - ab G700 Co "C" moved to (PBS7EV2)
600} to gilve

Lird
~royers moved bo (PE<3580) and two bo HEMROULLE (P53
direct suppobb Lo 327th aB Dive

2
4

The enemy sustuined the [ollowing losses dus ©o action of this
RBattalion in Deecmber.

' 43 Prisonsrs of War.

200 Personnel killed.

15 Mk V tanks
2 Mk VI tanks p
Mk IV Ganks _ T

108rm Guns
ai units on tracked vehlcles

SP Al pguns

88 AT Guns

Machine puns

Mortars

Lialson plane

Cargo trucks

Volkswagons

armd ammo Carrisr

Ammo Carrier

1 Personnel Carrier

2 Comnmand cars

2 Half tracks

1 wotrocycke :

15 Bicycles ) ,
2 Command Posts. S

)
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Recommendetion?

‘&8s It 1s recommended that a coverdd turrett be incorporated in

the design of TD's to peevent losses incurred due to air bursbs
in action. L ;

b 1tsshould be reemphasized that TD's should not bs used as
farks as 1t will only reswlt in the premature loss of TD!'s and
failure in their primary mission.

‘Fof the Battalion Cormanders-

Yilllaim H. Hatina
Major, Fa (TD)
Bud
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HEADQ,UARTE}. 2 609TH 'I‘ ANK DESTROYER BA‘I ‘I:I ON o 5
APO 403, U.S. Aray . .

‘

:QEC.
4 1944

.. SUBJECT: S-3 Report, @3@sgy - gagsgd.
- T0 .. ¢ All Companies, 609th TD Bn.

1. Co ™A' (Q1#394@) atchd to CCA. First & third destroyer Plats

at (Q148922) and (Q14692¢) participating in secondary mission with

419th FA Bn. Platoons are doing little firing. 130 rds were expended

1 Dec 44, Second Platoon outposting LAUNSTROFF (Ql@394#). Ren Platoon )

reconnoitering possible AT positions and usable road net in CGCA area.

' '2;“?06““3“ (Qﬂ2398¢5§'Atchd'tb Task Force Polk. Second Plat,

“Ren Plat, and.Pion 8getion held in reserve on 30 minute alert. TFirst
 Plat has two destroyers in defensive positions at TETTINGEN (1945¢26)
‘and two destroyers in reserve at WACHERN (Iff38¢13). Spasmodic enemy .
MG, arty, and Mortar fire being received in TETTINGEN from BUTZDORF

. and general vicinity. Third Plat atehd to 43rd Cav Sq and in Sq ressrve.

- at BUSCHDORFF (Q@88976).

"%, o "' (Q@45913) atehd to CCB; rehabllitating and conducting

maintenance. . .

4, 'Hq Go:(Q¢15978) - No change.

"For the Cormanding Officer: & 9]
' ' o | ‘Sﬁ“ﬂff
ﬁ WILLIAM H. HATINA
- Major, 609th TD Bn,
| S=3. o
;
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HEADQUARTERS, 609TH TANK DESTROYER
: AP0 403, U.S, Army

-

SUBJEG.T.: S-3 Report, gégasgg! - gsgsgd.

TO : All Companies, 609th TD Bn.

1. Co "a" (4) (Ql¥594¢), Atchd to CCA:

BATTALION

5 Dec 44,
f}f
1‘.}: 1 ‘.
'«:‘Y !‘:} - / .

iy, g *

1st Plat (ILt. Townsend)

and 3rd Plat (Lt. Plgg) still in indirect fire positions. 2nd Plat
(Lt. Harris) preparing to relieve 3rd Plat today.

1st Plat fired Zwpds registration andﬁﬁi“iﬁs unobserved

harassing and interdiction fire.

znd plat fired 4 rds registration and 36 rds unobserved

harassing and interdiction fire.

2. ‘Reﬁainder of Bn: = No changee

r M

‘s‘" _‘b W
F o
17 nl
kWA Ny
Nooy, o F
i &
e

WILLIAM H. HATINA -
Major, 609th TD Bn,
. S-go
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b HEADGUARTERS, 609TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
o Lo APO 403, U S Army

SUBJECT: S-3 Report
TO :+ All Companies.
1. ©Co "B" atchd to

‘units of 43rd.Cav Sgdn to
Closed at WELLINGEN 1035.
positions W of Saar river
used for roving Arty.

BESSERINGEN, SANAT and MERZIG.

of En aArby during. period,
several rds Arty & Mortar
and Hg Plat unchanged.

" 2. ©Co "M

S
maintenancs. .

7 December 44,

- Pegegy to gidegy.

TF/Polk. 3rd Plat departed BUSHDORFF 0930 with
occupy new location asgd that orgmization.
Plat Comdr glven asgmt of reconnoltering

along road networks so that TD guns may be

Firing direct fire into vic DREISBACH, PONTEN,

Ren & Pion Sec at BESCH rec!d a few rds
1st Plat Sec at TETTINGEN subjected to
fire durlng period. Positions of 2nd Platb

"o change'.

Co "A' at St MARGUERITE (Q054855) for rehabilitation and

Fopr the Commanding Officer:

WILLIAM H. HATINA
Y L Major, 609th TD Bn.,
- ‘S"E)o

| Cubaqi PP piSaud AMONESI “ HSING 241 10 ponposdsy




SECRET

. {EAPQUARTERS, 609TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION.
| o . AP0 403, U S Army A
 _5; . . f_. __':. f_ o L ) 11 December 1944

PRI

'“‘sUaasawg‘,?eﬁiadic'Regqrtiﬁfiﬁlﬁgﬁ o 111d9¢, . - fgﬁﬁtgl

: n:TQf _'finfGaﬁgliﬁﬁh'ﬁfmd Division o _\% BE:
T (aMTNs o Mpe. Dean) - 0 R NI

1 Go "B" (4) (Q065983) atehd TF/POIK: Destroyer positlons
ab TETPINGEN (I#45¢26) and HILBRINGEN (Ql88942) recelved heavy enemy
ATty and Mortar Concertrablons.' Two destroyers of 1st Plat-at e
. TETTINGEN fived 8 rds APC and HE at MO in house at BUTSDORF (Lga7@sf). .
MG was sllenced, drd Plat fired 7. rds HE and 3 rds APC In role of -
Coipeving arbys 0 o

'5 ‘2;-'Reméihdar uf B@_engagé@ in;traigingq  ‘

.. For the Commwnding OFficer: -

" Major, Fa {(7D)

' 5' '-W1LLI3m ¥, HATTHA
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' 1. o "8 (-§3 (&;5’3@6‘"%5”} sbuhd TR /polks  une 3rd Plad desiroger
’ kngoked oub by enemy wortar Pire st TROVIHN {.a.,yf L» ?’?)‘. ‘“"m% Flat
W R Y -

0
ralisved 3rd il‘la‘%; at 1790 . Positlons in TEUT O

He Hemeldnuay of Eis.a‘smlmm = Ho Chang®. '

A

Por the Uosmending 000 leer;

BLLLIAN H. BATINA
E@ﬁjﬂr; GQ2th . s IWiey
Guly
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HEADQUAATERS, BO9TH TANE DESTROYHR BAPTALION
S ARG 408, U 8 amny :

14 Decenbher 1044

SUBJECT;  poriadic Ropord - 'wwﬁﬁ to 141g¢Y.

To .3 (3, 10th Arvorsd Division. | (: o
- (APTN: v, Usan), o A

o ’
3
\\.‘_’:é' _‘,/j
e

e yo ¥BR (4) (REE5684) abohd T9/Folkk., 1wt 2las woriing as °
roviag arty to harrass the ensmy snd decslve hilm a8 to strength of
holding fores firved 14 rds HE and 168 Wds APC st Plllboxes vic

. MERZIG (G2W6945). Hite were ohasrved on targets but range was too
gréat to deteprmine damags. _ : : : ﬁ
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"By Remalnesr of Batbalion e o chunget. : T

Por the Commasnding 0fficer:

T S WILLTaM M, BATINA :
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G=3, 10tk srmored I

T2 et Tt § Pt E D e ¥R
Hom B G B0

ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁmdﬁ, BOTIH Talk JESTHQYER Lnilh*lﬁﬂ.

APQ 4GE, U 5 Avay

Fw?iédim,ﬁ&§ert - 14LQUF to LBLYES.

iviaiﬂn.

(£TPHy Hr. Dean).

o "BY (4) (A085953) atohd TF/Polk,

1% Decsnber 1u44.

ard Platoon {irved

¢Lha REHALG from posltlon vie SOHWEMILWGEE (QLY0973}.

Gempinder of Babtaliom
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ol 18 December 1944

5 -Bariaaia ﬂepert - 171w¢¢'to lslﬁﬁﬁ.

G=3, 10th \Amcred pivisions | | LA
{ﬂfih. Hrre Daan). _ . S D & N

“lBattalion (= J closed at Gﬁnﬂlcﬂ {P?10145) at 186?5¢
- Co Mam {(4)» &tahu GCB now located at MERL (PBlSlSS).

'No 1nformaticn on remainaar of Battalion._

o Fmr tha Commindin 0fficer;

WILLIAM He HATTHA
I\é‘aJO", ﬁf)ﬁf:h T Bﬁ,

W
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HEADQUARTERS 609TH TANK mwnemn BATPTALION
APD 405. U. 3. Army _
o 18 December 1944
| SUBJECTs Periodic Report - 181¢¢¢ to 18230F,: {,
0 $ G=3, 10 armored Division . v
o (ATTN:  Mr. Dean) | N
1. Co "G" (4) atehd to GCB. lat Plat relieved atchmt to
CGB and atchd to CCR. - o ' _
2, 1 (=) (Palle)Latchﬁ te CCR. Departesd r*AHNIcH (P’?lsa'14o)
- at 181439! clogsed MERL -(BA¥S1SF) at 1sisggd. -
3. Remainder En ~ no information,
‘For the Commanding Officer: .
" WILLIAM H, HATINA .
: ﬁajor, FA ("‘DJ
: 9-3-
|
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