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ERADQUARTER S
628%h Tank Destroyer Battalion (SP)
AP0 403, U. S. Amy. ‘

R - 1 Novembexr 1944, f.

SUBJECT: Report After getion Against Eneny -;-Mtj:an'bh of October 1944, t
TO : Commeanding General, Hy. S5tk Ammored Divis‘iox;, AP0 255, U. S. Army. |

1. Campaign of Western Eurepe. | ;

2e  Cormending Officers Were:
" a. Battalim Commender: Willism J. Gallaghar, Majoxr, F.A., o-384952 from
0001 hours 1 Getober 1944 to 2400 hours 31 oftober 1944,

" be Hg. Company Commander: Daniel L. Thomas, Ceptain, F.A., 0~422582, from
0001 hours 1 October 1944 to 2400 hours 31 ectober 1944,

- ¢, Compeny "A" Comender; James H. Iloyd, Captain, F.d,, 0-409317, from :
0001 hours 1 October 1944 to 2400 hours 31 October 1944, _ !

de compaxw "B" Commendexr; Paul I,. McPherran, Captain, F,A,, O=B17706
from 0001 hours 1 October 1944 to 2400 hours 31 October 1944,

-] Gompan‘y "Q" Commsnder; Robert Ce Jones, lste. Li., AUS-TD o-1822013, from
0001, hours 1 October 1944 to 2400 hours 31 Cetcber 1944.

f« Ren. Company Commender; David (sM1) Doerr, lst. Lt., AUS~TD, 0-18218835,
foom 0001 hours 1 Uctober 1944 to 2400 hours 31 October 1944.

g€+ Medical Detmclment: PFrancis T. Englend, Capbain, Me C., 0-1683056 from
0001 houre 1 October 1944 to 2400 hours 31 October 1944,

3, Losses in mction were as follows:

a. Killed In action: - - ' ;
(1) Wellington Brundege, Private, FA, Compeny "}3" SWA in vicinity of
onde, Belgiuvm, 3 September 1944, by eneany machine gun fire, evacueted %o hospitel
- and subsequently DOW on 4 September 1944,

be Wounded end Injuref Men in Aption:

Nonge

¢s No personhel of this Battelion Missing in Action during the month of
October 1944,

d. No personnel of this Battalion caﬁtured during month of October 1944, a

4. ' Battles:
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{1) This Batte.n was not actually in contact w.ih the enamy during
e month of October 1944 and no éxemy armmor was seen, - :
‘ !
: {2) Occasionally eneny counter battery fire fell in the vieinity of our
guns, There was no eneny air or smmor employed against elements of thia organization,

: (3} memy Infozma;hioxi and reconnais’isanca' as effectigg our units wag in.
accurate and no counter battery fires received Wer'e ever even close o our position.

, (4) No prisoners of War were taken bsr this Battalion during the month ff":‘,?‘x
of October 1944, :

he  Action. - | Ve,

"A" atteched to COR Supported the 98th, 7,A, Battalion in indirecs fire missions, The
fires were generally harrassing and interdietion. Some fires were observed and their
effect was reported as excellents Companies “B". snd "C" fo11owed trieining schedules

during their static period, , .

} i

(3) No specisl weapons were used,

(4) Te Compenies were 80 far apart that radio communication was out of
the question, Messengers, Officer Liaison ang telephone wers utilised with success,

{5) No coment,
{6) No bayonets, fleme throwers, or ETgren'g.n.tlea were used,

: (7} During the month of October 1944, Supply operations were largely
spent in changing over to new T/0 ana E, 18-25 dated 4 March 1944, Supplies, throughout
the month, were stable, with the exception of Ordnmnce Materiels The latter part of
the month was spent in exchanging Carriage, Motor, M-10, 3" Gun for Carriage Motor.,
90 m.’ M"‘%. . . : .

(8} During the month of October there were no battle casualties there-
fore there were no svacuations mede from the front. The non-battle casuslties were
evacuated through the Battalion Aid station to the 75th Medical Collecting Compeny which
was Jlocated approximately 4 miles from the Battalion Aig Station, Supplies were
obtained by submitting requisitions to Battelion -4, Supplies were adequate; no
shortege of eny specific items noted.

- (8} Ccasualties: Types of cesuslties handled by Medical Deteclment for
Yhe month of October are es follows: : '

Battle Casualtiew ; Non-Battle Casualties
Rone . 2 GSW seif inflicted,

1 Uppsr Trespiretory infection
1 Battle Fatigue

: | 2 Disease,
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a. When the Firing Companies were atiached %o Combat Commands and the

Commands operated fairly clese to each other, it was possible for the Companies 1o be
serviced from the Batialion Trains. During Ociober's operations, however, the Cowbet

- Commends were 30 to 40 miles fram each other lend at one time Company A" was in Bel-
gum, Coumpany "B" in Hellemd =nd Company "CV in Germanys. It was impractical to ser-
vice these companies'sc distent from the Battalion Trains area, therefore a proportions
ate shere of the Babtalion's Trains, such as one fuel truck and one ammunition truck
per compeny were directly attached to each ‘=D Company to be serviced through the 8-4
of each respective combat command. This method of servicing the T-D Companies was very
satisfactory. - . .

B, Summation,

be Prior to entering combat this Battalion underwent extensive treining in
ite secondary role of supporting indirect fires, While the companies had acquired some
experience In this type of fire during brief pericds in August and September 1944.
The first real test of this trieing came during October 1944, when Corpany "A" had the
mission of supporting the fires of the 95th FA., Battelion. Company "A" conducted their
own survey, operated thelir own ¥DC entirely independent of the FA Battazlion's FDC and
delivered accurete harressing and interdiction fires thus performing their secondary
mission of indirect fire in a commendable manner.
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