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SUBJECT: Report After Actlon Agsinst ineay - Month of Jasuary 1945,
° t Commending Gémeral, Hy. 5th armorea Divimion, APO 255, U. 8. Army.

1. c‘lpd‘n of Northern Franoce.
Canpaign of Germany.

) 2. Owmanding Officers were:

| e Wn Williss J. Gallagber, L. Col., Fuh., U~38495%, fros
= 000k hl A Jegn M5 0 <400 hours 31 Jamuary 1945.

i ». m_w“ Baniel L, Tmomas, Captain, P.A., Umdas 58, from
mmxmzmuu mours 31 Japusry 1945.

F S SARQSAY."AT Somghhder: James H. Lioyd, &-phtn, Pohep J=409317, from
0001 eurs 1 Jemmmry 1945 0 <400 hours 31 Junuary i745.

* d. W Pauli L. doPherran, Ceptein, F.i., 0=317706, from
TAN01 Meurs L Jamiary 1945 to 1200 bours 5 Jeanary iJ45, whea he wag reliecvec of sbove
3 adpigment snd transferved %0 lU6th Infantey Iivislon ss IAvision Anti-Tenk Officer. -
i 8% Lte Preak B Burt, Jr., AUS-TL, O-1844008, from LiO0 hours 5 Jenusry 1945 t0 a4y o

Lo W David (MMl) Loerr, ist Lt., AUS-TL, U~18«l835,
- from 0001 hour's 3 Jamary 1945 to <40 bours 31 Janusr)y 1945,

N Fromels T. kngland, Ceptain, M.C., U=1O683U58, from i
Q001 hours L Jamry 1945 to 240U hours 31 Jumuar;y 1945. i

S hours A Junus Py 1945. Q‘T\

i . e, Company °C* Commangerl HRobert C. Jones, Csptein, aUs-7i, U-1822015, from o~
- 0901 wurs ) me 145 te 2400 houn 3l Japusry 1945. _ XJ
|

5. Losses Ln sctiou wers as followsg

oo Killed io Aetion , ;,
(1) wiliiem T. dalden, Privute, F.h., 343706<5, Company "B", St to LOW ?

in Belgium, 4 Jamuery 1945. _
- 1%5(2) George i. LelLin, Seryeant, F.i., 33lolajb, Conpany "B, <Ii 1la Belgium,
snuL Ty . . :
(3) Lawrence %. Elmore, Sergesnt, F..., «u31580:, Bempsny *B*, XIi in |

Belgiux, 7 Januery 1945.

s ) 5(4‘) Clester W, Kute, Corporea, r.;.., 36ul6.38, Com, auy "B", KIi in Belgium, |
- 7 Junusry 1945, }
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(5) #illiem (NRI) Ayeors, T/si Foray 343853‘2, Conpeny 'l', KIA ia
Belgium, 7 Jenusry 1945.

(6) willisam J. kalters,.1/5, F.a., ;4306105, co-pw "B, KIA in Belgium
7 Janusry 1745. {

(7) Tenay B. Carpentar, fo, Fehe, 34425461, Company 2B8, K14 in-Bele————
glua, 7 Jenusry 1945.

‘8) TM]‘. 8,)'1‘.. ?t‘c, 'o‘o. 3‘%5%‘) c“m .’. m in W-..
7 Jeanuery 1945. ‘

(9) Charles h. fw' Prl"“. ’0‘0’ 3’1&17" cam ...’ KIa h»x-
gium, 7 Januery 191.5. {

(10) Martin P. Lally, Sergeant, Fed., 3<UB4601, Company ®A%, XIA in )
Belg.lua, 7 Junuary 1945.

(ll) Ployd F. m‘.’ c@r“)or.l. 'o‘o’ 3”“922. ONM .‘. m ia
Belgium, 7 Junusry 1945,

(1z) armold B. seigler, 1/5, Fehs, I4ic5369, Company ®A", KIA ia Bel-
gium, 7 Jenusry 1945. ‘
(13) Sumuel A. Augustine, Pfe, F.A., 33028863, Company ®A®, m ia N-

viglumy 7 Junuary 1945.
- (14) Leo (MMI) Tovar, Private, F.A., 39564912, Company ®4%, xn utn-

glum, 7 Junuery 1945

(15) Domeld F. "‘ko 7/53 Febey 36400303, Compeny *A®, KIA in mp
30 January lyis.

b. Xounded snd Injured Man in ActioRa

) #illien L. Mlll‘. Private, o‘c. W". Co. ". m. ”‘o te m
) Peter Jth\dﬂ“, “rportl. 'o‘o, 40315&19, Co. ". m. I.’. te h"
)
)

. o

.
e o e B .

: ;*3?? v

Jont R, Groono, Pt‘. 'o‘o. wl“'. Co, 'I'. LIA. Bat. % w
Antiony . Harrapese, Sorgunt., F.A., 3303836i, Co. *P", LAL, Bvasuated
(5) ®Willlsm J. Barth, 6/8gt., Fea., 33322567, Ren. Co., LIA, Svesated,

(6) Dsniel C. hmh’ lst Lto' lﬁfo. O"JW. Co. 'c.p m’ M“O

(7) Ji)' Ao befm, ‘!/5, o‘o. 36400135. Co. .0' m. Eveouated. L
(8) wiliie ¥, Stephens, 5/Sgt., Feh., MOTL658, co. "0, B, Mul. ,
(9) Mario A. Nestro, Pfo. ’Jo. 330‘91”. Go. .'. M, ".““ C
(10) Fawin (NMI) VanViiet, Sgt., FPed., 3d15457<, Co. °C%, LNA, H0A, - W.
(ll) Curtis %. Griffith, Oorpoﬂl, ro‘o. 320‘9677, Ce. .C'. m’ Mﬂo
(12) Roborx Hs Elmore, P!'e, Peio, mn’“) Mea. D.to. LIA. Evaguated., ) ’-Ji‘
lB) adsm So Ki!ior, W“. ml,S“' P.A., Co, .'. I-IA, Mm' ‘ v‘
ll.) Biamp Re LOve, P"c. ’.‘.’ ms, Co. .‘. L%i, Evacusted,

(15) Eamil L. Loestellii, Sergeant, P.x., 12063340, Co. ®A®, LA, Ret.

(l6) Jemes b, cﬂm’ Mo, 'o‘o. mm' Co. .c. UA, Het. to

(17) Cerl . Forslund, let Lt., aUS, U-lBzleS, Co. %, LA, Ret. te v. y
(15) LTYUr Ao b.nlin‘.r. T/A. 'o‘o. 330115.0. Co. 'C' m. Ret, “ uv.

: ¢. No personnel of this Bettsiion quing 1n haotion nurin; the montu of
Junuery 1J445. '

PRI 2PV NN SPI GV

C. No zersonncl of tnis Basttalion Cepturec during sontn of Jenusry 1945.
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8.  The enemy.

(1) The enemy forces opposing this Battalion in Beigium in the Amcomont

- Adrimont, Arbrefontsine, ﬂphurnont, Goronne, Conce, HRemcheux, Petlte-~iglleux siu Pro-

- yedrouX arecs durlng the period 1 Januwry 1945 to 16 Januery 1945, were well employea,
dug in anc made excellent use of terrein. They were well ejui ped with weepsons &nd
samunition end their morale appsrently wus high,

(2) Enemy defenses in ihe ures were principelly infeniry strong points
snd field fortifications well organisea &8 to terrain, !ine flelcs &nd anti-tank guns
were excellently ocsmouflagea and pleced. Mine fields especially were cifficult to
detect because of the deep snow and ice which covered the entire area. The enemy
‘smployed excellent natural cemouflege, white peinted venicles &snd wnite camouflage
suita: The naturel obstacles of terrain, snow und ice were used saventegeously com-
bined with mine flelds to impede our progress.

(3) Disposition of enemy forces, refer to 8zna sirborne¢ Livision &nd
75th Infentry Division G-< Reports und Order of Bettle Notes. This organisetiiou ces-

\ troyed one Tiger Royal Tank in the vicinity of Goronne, Belgium, identified us from
; the jrd Compeny, 10let Gie Ps. Ba. uttached to “BB™ Corps by Soldbuch on tanker's
) corpss. It iz believec thet additionsl Merk IV and Halftreck knocked out south of ‘
Gorenne, Belgium wers from the ssme organisation. The ground forces were mainly Volks-
Gremadier troops and paretroops of the following German Unitss 6u«nd VG Div, 326 VG Liv,
18th ¥G Div and 3rd Pera. Div. It is believed thet some light ermor of the yth 85
Ps. Div. was &lso enguged.
- {4) Little epemy air sctivity wes ex eriencec &ltnough the vicinity

of the Compauny "i" Command Post wes hombecx and strsfec in arbrefonteine on the night
of 14 January 1945.

(5) Eneay armor was lkillfully emyloyed, having definite advantage
of dug-in positions, csmouflage snd greuter meneuverabiiity in snow and Loe becruse
of wide tracks., Mark 1V, V, VI snd Tiger Roysal Tanuks were encounterec &8 well s U.S.
M4 tanks in German use. They mace excellent use of defilude ana covering fires.

(6) Enemy &rtillery and mortur fire wus encountered frequently through-
out the period but no unusual employment wus encountered &nd iittle hindrance to our

progress was caused by it,
(7) Tetulation of Enemy losces infiictea by tuis Battelion auring the

Memth of January, 1945, 1s s follows:

Ps ik VI < , v
Ps K¥ IV 4 0
TJowed Ouns
| 88 ma ’ 1 0
Qthers
' Veiidcles | _ a 0
Half Track 1 )]
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Instelictions . LEE LI 6C [ene e
bezooxe auc Jdaciine Guu Nest 4 Q
OP in Hisonry :ouse 1 0

Persornel Cesutlties

Approximetel; 75 eneny cwsuelties inciucing 54 anown cena, causea by YU mm HE
snc suell arms fire.

Prisoners of iwur

34 Prisonerg of war +ere taxken during the montu of January 1945.
. . -

b, Elements iLffecting Actlon.

(1) &cnemy information enu reconnsissunce wes nol cccurste or effective
w8 e wi.s often surprisec anc smbusiec snu ulu not seem informed as to the location
of our forwerc eierents., Niput movements enc nignt attecks freguently ceught him
napping.

(«) Tne Belglum Civiiian populution was friendly snd cooperative,

(3) Terrain wes cifficult, hiliy, heavily forested, deep creex beds and
£OOr rocus. Everything wes covereua by deep snow rendering sll movement aifficult &nd
heegrdous,

-

c. Action.

(1) Tne buttulion wes &ssigneu to Lhe jru armored division, VII Corys
until 1 Junuary enen it wes eeSignec to thae &«na airborne Livision, XVIII Corps (Alr-
bornej. Battelion nes relleved of thnis ettacrment to the 8«nd Alrborne Livision on
1l Jenusry 145 snc essignea to the 75vu Infantry Livision. Battelicn wes reillieved of
tssignnent to the 75th Infentry Livision om 16 Jenusry 1945 snc put in XVIII Corps
(+irborne) Reserve, trelion wes re.ieved of ussignment ¢s Corps Reserve anc assigned
to tue 5tn aranorec pivision, Ninth United States Lrmy on x7 Jenuery 1945.

(<) On 1 Jenuery i945, the Bettsiion remeined sssigned to the 3rd #rmored
iivision wnc on the seme cete the Battalion wes uesignea to anu joinec the 8«nd iirborne
Pivision reiieving tine 703rc Tank Lestroyer Battalion, Tne Battalion Comzanc Post was
locuteu &t Chevron, Beijiun. Compeny "A" plus Reeonnaissance Platoon attuchec was kepd
in rivision Heserve. Conpeny "B" plug the heconneissance Platoon utteched wus attsched
to the 5.5t2 Parachute Infuntry anc Coapany "C"™ plus the neconnuisszunce Platoon attached
ves attechec to the 5uith Parecimte Infentry. The Battalion supported the 8<nc &irborne
Livision in the attecx on fehurmont, Belgium. Compeny *"B" lost one (1) M-36 Tunk Destreyes
and one (1) -8 srmorec Cer due to minefieids &na one (1) men wounded. Orn 5 January 1948,
src Platoon, Compeny "C® supporting tre 3<5th Giiaer Infentry lost one (1) M-36 Taak '
Destroyer Gue to mines cnd one (1) officer wounuea. «B su, porting the 505th Perachute
Infentry lost one (i} #¥-26 Tunk Lestroyer oue to anti tenk fire. Compeny "C" supporting
tie infertr, in tne uttack fireae 9 rouncs AP 9Umm, 8 rds HE and 50V rouncs .50 Caliber
smmunition. Compeny "C" firea 5 rouncs ik from 7 to lJutu Janusry. Fron 7 Jenuary to 10
Junut Iy, Compuny "A" plus ithe HKeconneissance Pisloon ettacimc, BU;,.orting tne 5uBth Pars . s
cinte Iniuntry firec 36 rouncs »#PC, 5 rouncs HE 90 am, desiro,ing two (<) anti-tenk guns,
one (1) <. VI tenk, two (k) x IV'g, one (L) ielf-track, xilied forty-five (45) enemy,
cia; Wired iive prisoners of wir. Two (<) 4-36 Tank Lestroyers were lost cue %0 eneny &nti-
tuna fire (burnee). Com,&ny suffereu tive (5) KIA and one (1) LikA.
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Company "B" plus Reconnalssunce Plstoon attacheu, supporting 5u5ta Puruciute
Infantry in sttuck from 7 January to lu Junuary cestroyed one (1) #k. VI Tenk (cug
in), ceptured two (2) PW's and killed &n unknowr number of enemy personnel. Tie
Compeny lost two (¢) M-36 Tenk Leatroyers due to enti-tenx fire. Compeny suffired
‘ - eight (8) EM KIA; 1 LWA anc one (1) Meaic Lka.

T T T CBApENY YT PIus Recofiridissencé Plétoon attuched, sup,ortin thé 509tk Purecrute

' Infantry cestroyed one (1) pillbox, one (1) machine gun nest, xiliec niune (9) eneay
personnel and wounded three other enemy personnel,

. On 11'January 1945 the Bettalion w.s relieved of assigoment to the t.nu Alrborne
Division and waa casigned to the 75th Infuntry Livielon. Company "A" plus the
Reconnaissance Platoon attached, supporting tie &&€9th Infuntry Keglment, anc Compeny
"C" plus the Reconnaissance Platoon ettacned, su,porting the <ylst Infentry regizent
%00k up defensive anti-tans positions anu had no actuel contect nith the eneny.

On 16 Januury 1945, ine Batteiion wus relieved of the sesigument to tie 75th

Infeatry Division anc went into tine XVIII Corpe (airborne) seserve in the vicinuity

of Francorchamps, Belgium. Musintensnce anc re-supply were perforreu untll «7 Jenuery

1945 when the Bettalion wei relieved from the XVIII Corps (Airborne).ieserve, First

United States Army and was assigned to the 5th Armored Division, Ninth Unitec Stuties

Ammy.  Th» Battslion movec to the vicinity of welscenrwect, Bslgiuz. Compeny "A" was

sttached to CCA supporting them in tne witack on icherscheiu, Germeny. The bDettaiion
- dinus Company ®A* reaained in reserve performing maintensnce &nd re-su.ply. Coapany

- #A% had one Platoon reinforciug the fires of tne 47th Fleld Artillery Buttelion end

- £ived 77 rounds of harruesing fire, effect uuknown. One (1) ¥-36 tenk Destroyer wes
"Hit by anti-tank fire which xiilec the driver, The nmission was tccomplislec with Lhe
Saking of Eic¢herscheic, Germany.

(3) No special wes,ons were used. The M~36 Tenk Lestrojer wis the
primsry weayon.
(4) Redio and wire were used sugpiemented by nessenger tnd iicison.
éi) Ho supporting units.
' 6) No bayonets, flume throweras, were used by this unit.

, - ("7) During the month of Junuery, iv45, su,ply operstions were spert irn
drawing needed supplies and ey uiment from the verious sup;l, ecueions. Lossee,
eombat and otherwise, sustalned by this unit during the month of Jenuery vere repiuced
almost in their entirety. Ordnsnce replecements were preciicelly loU crcent, issusnce
of ordnance s uipment this month bringing tiis unit u, to T/0 enc E strengin in
orduance wheeled vehicles. However, tiis unlt is still short us of tnls re,ort two (<)
each Curriage, Motor, ¥-36, w/Gun 90am enc one (1) each Venicle, luuk Recoyery, 5,
The Motor Maintenance Platoon of this unit is stiil seriqusly usmpered in performing
vital and neeessary work on &ll types of velidcles wituin the organisetion, cue o
the existing shortage of one (1) ewcn CQarger, Buttery, Forueble, lc voit, <uJJ sutts,
gesoline engine driven snd one (1) each Tool Set, Buttelion Crew, #-lual. Tiis unit
‘was further reorgenised from T/0 and E 1B-<5 to 18-x8 dutec 15 Yarch 1944 o T/0 wnd
E 1B~-25 1o 18~48 dated 29 aAugust l)i4, Cnsnge <, Preiiminery peper work wie eccomiics:ed
and some egulpment drawn. .

-(8) Evacuation of the wounded for the mouti of Junuery 145 w:s cone
psrtly through the Bettslion sid Station snd perti, trroigh the 07tn ana 75th Hewicil
Collecting Buttulions. Tne 4ld Jden atleched to the Firing Comgounies encountereu uo
trouble in evecusting the wouncea. 8ugplies for the Bettealon kic Station nere obteined
by requisitions submittec weexly tnrougn the Bn. S-4 cection. Suppilee ~ere &ce uatle
and no shortuge of sny specific items were noted.
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(3) Casuslties: Ty =5 o ceiusities iwacive ©; # clcw: retzehwent for
the aouts or Junurry L4595 ere at foliusai

Bettie Cesusities Ron-Bettle Cosunitieg
KIa 15 Lissase y

Stk L Injury 4

whe 15 Coko 1

AA &

5. Zumunetion;

&, Bt no tine uuring the month ¢la tnis Unit function &e & Betiwmiion.
Com.unles were atteches to Combet Commencs unu vombat Tewzs, sna in some insténces
further broxen cown into Pletoons. In tne first half of the month, tzis Unit wee
attachec tu three cifferent Livisions, tae sra armored, bana airvorne enc the 75tn
Infantry bLivislon. &idventsge wee the axpcrience guinec in working with three different
types of americen Livielons. [Diswdvantsage sis recurring aecessity w become sajusted
to tne modups operendi of tne various coamencers, anc ihe lsck of tine, due % the
press of combet for the mein.envnce of venicies., NO speciss problems aroge during the
moriti.. Germsn arMmoer o8 em;ioyeu piece-neal, &LG never in snougn strength Lo werrant
the empioyrent of sn cntlre cozpeny st iny one time. Every euemy silece of armor en-
counterec by tils unit during the mouth w.s inocc.ec out, inciuaing two derx VI's shien
wers ilured into expceiny their flenrs o our guns. .rignlight of toe nonth was Voe
close knit cooperation unt camarscerie betrsen Lbe Banc Alroorne Livision anc this
Unit. Tids Bettellon Supported the E«nd Alrborne in its sttecs on the Sslm River ilire
&nd meu &nd offlcers of botu units worsed exeelientiy together; Coxmgany "BY having recedlves
8 comrencetion from the Iivislon Comzunder for ite eggreesiveness in knocking out eneny
strong-points. In this &ttack, the &«<nd alrborue sttacxed with four regiments-abresst,
with elemenis of thle unit etiuchec Lo etch regliment ena to the reserve (fifth) regiuent.
Tenx [sstrojers were hept beninc the ipssult grouse of the Butieliong snc were calied
uis vhen tie Iufentry woulu spot & tenr., or macaine gun nest. In one instance, one
round from & Y0mm knocred out s mschiue pun.nest «iliing &n epezy uLt, Col, snd 11 R¥.
On the <7th of the wonth, tids Battaiiun wes returnec w its perent unit, the 5th
frmered Tlvision. 1t is thec earnsat hwpe of &ll officers t¢nd men thrt tnis attecoment
will this tine be &« permenent one. On the 30-3lst Janusry, Comgeny *a® su;yorted CCA
of the 5th srmored Division ir its sttics on Elcherscheid; one Piatoon reinforcing the
fires of the L7th (irmorec) Filelc irtillery Buttmiion, &né the rest of the (om,any
meking the ssseunt with the J4th Tenk Bettellion., NO enemy ermor wes encountvered, sll of
Com sny "4%'s airect fire being cirectea et cnemy strong-points, OP'sz, and mechine gun

nests, <
/ti/'gﬁ?;
‘{ I‘VC/~ * L‘. COL-,

AFATTRLION Toumual : : Commending.
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