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After Action Report, 629th Tank Destroyer Battalion for r..onth of January 1945 

a. Units in Contact: 
On January 1st the front lines were approximately 5688 to 6093. 


Eleuents of four divisions l'rere present along the front, from north to south: 

9th 5S Panzer Division, 560th Volksgrenadier Division, 89th Volksgrenadier 

Regiment of the 12th Volksgrenadier Division. On January 4th two new units, 

the 27th and 48th Volksgrena<.iier RegiIaents of the lzth Volksgrenadier Division 


. made their appearance on the front. On January 5th, 6th and 7th no contact. 
VlaS I:1.ade l·.d.th the eneny. Units in contact on January 8th were the 19th and 
20th Panzer Grenadier Reeiments of the 9th Panzer Division, the 9th SS Panzer 
Recon Battalion and the 89th Volksgrena.dier Regiment of 12th Volksgrenadier 
Division. New identifications revealed the presence of the 751st Reg:iJnent of 
t.he 326th Volksgrenadier Division. Front lines on the lOth of January 
South of ReDle and Bihain (640843) (6578.38) (664850) (690848). On January 11th 
a new unit, the 1st Battalion of the 27th VoJ.kagrenadier Regiment, was identi 
fied and on January 12th the 53i-d Nebelwerfer Regiment of the 4th Nebeblerfer 
Bricacle V1DS identified in our sector. On January 15th the 409th Volksgrenadier 
Artillery Dattclion was identified. Front lines were East of Honyelez and West 
of Bovi:;ny (7082), hest of Courtil (7081). On January 20th there was no change 
of units in contact and the front lines were East of Cierriux, East of Bovigny 
and East of COUl'til. FroIn January 21st to February 1st there was no contact 

\ii.th the enemy. 


b. Reserves; 
Durine the first part of the period the lOth SS Panzer Division, 

11th 5S l-anzer Division nnd 15th Panzer Grenadier Division were available for 
el::[lloyr.lent on our sector of the front. On January loth uncommitted elements of 
tne 9th SS Panzer Division were used by the enemy to reinforce his lines in the 
Petite Lallelir (6583) area. No contact since January 7th was made Ydth the 1st 
and 12th SS Panzer Divisions. They remained unlocated in the buldge and could 
be employed as reserves. On January 12th the 1st SS Panzer Division .. 14en
tified in front of our area in readiness for committment. Elements ot tae . 3rd 
Panzer Grenadier Division were identified on our left flank on JanU&17 16th and. 
the rernainine eleJ:lents of tids Wlit oould be used for immediate reaerv.. in our 
area•. On January 18th the presence of the llth Panzer Division on the 3Z'Cl1.:rrIrT 
tront was definitely confirmed, eliminating the poasib lity of thia DtT.1a1on 
being employed as reserve in our sector 

c. Eneray Actiyity; 
From the 1st to the 5th of January opposition to our advaD... oon

sisted mainlyof small arms, mortar and art.illery fire. On Janu&ry' 8th .... eDllQ' 
er.lpldlyed tanks and SP gwl8 and defended from buildings which he used. ....1'On& 
points. Artillery fire W"<lS placed on villages and road J_cUons 'Wb1ob :FtI'ooP8 
were cara~ed to use. In the Bihain and "tite l.an&lir eeotor the Cl..- JtHor1;ecl 
to offensive tactic8 oounterattacld.ng trequentJ.7 witb taDke ancl 1nt~. . 

The eneDtY maintained. strong relistano. OIl J~ Uth 111.' ,.ut. 
Langlir and Bihain area using tanks, artllleq and ., and A't guDII. 
to our advance --.nts ..re su.b3.cted. to h-17 ~ abal 31DS_ 
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A.t:ter ActiQn Report, 629t'n- Tank Destroyer Battalion for nibuth of January 1945 (Conti d) 

c. IpI;y Actiyity; (cont'd) 
continued use of mines alOl"l(; our roads of advance and on road blocks. On January 
15th the en~ kept up his defensive action by counterattacking with tank and 
infantry t.ealr.s. On January 16th our Tank Destroyers EIloountered anti-tank and 
mortar fire in Honyelez and could not travel on the road leading into this town 
except at niCht as Ol~ ciirect fire weapons had it covered. Enemy also placed. 
heavy mortar aI¥i artillery interoiction fire on tbis road. Eleven of our tank 
destroyers were dama~ed by ea~ action during this period. 

4. Strength and. lbOral.e • . 
Throughout the operation elemsnts of the Divisions opposing us were 

equal to appro.."ti:nately one to two l'egiments or Volksgrenadier troops and Engineer 
and Panzer Grenadil;lr forces. Fron the 8th or January WltU the close of tl'lt oper
ation the ~llecIY had one to two cocpanies of tanks spread along the front. 

EnSlY morale _. go.}d at the beginning of the period but declined 
towards the close of the period. 

e. 	 ~~~bilities; .a To def~ rdgh ground using dug-in positions and houses as strong 
point. thereby del.aying our advance. 

. (b) To oounterattack with ap!-)roximately 1 oompa.ny of ini'antry and a 
platoon or tanks. Howevdr, due to the wall. placed artillery fire of the 83rd 
Division Artillery the ooWlter attacks ..re almost always broke~ up before even 
getting Wleier way. On January 11th the enem.y assembled in woods southeast of . 
B1ha1n and launched an attack at 08)0 against 9ur lines in Bihain. Slight pene, 
trationa were JDade but the attack was corta1ned b7 093OA. 

(c) 1'0 attack with acme of hi. reaerve,di.visiona through our sector 
t.~ ga1i1 po....aion 01 the lJanhay - Grandmen:U road net. . The terrain was quite 
tavorable t.o an operation or th1. 'type but the lack of supplies, JDB.inl.)" gaaoline 
l'Ol' hi. UIIIOl' &1¥1 vehicle., plus the constant threat of our units breaking thro~h 
n.-.r the pe&im1na at the bulge preyented the eney trom. ~aking the initiatLve :in 
t.h1. cl1.Hot.ion. " 

(<1) .stabllsb road block., lq mines and employ artUlel7. and m~ 
t.U' tire t.. h1Dcler 0\11' forward JlDYact. Ve<q little eD4IIV patrol act.iYl ty' ..s 
preYalent. ca&r~ the ~:l.od. 

<a> and (el) lIVe ~ capaNUtiea that the enI" eIIIpl.oyed. to e.rtT 
ext_t.. . i . 
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,(P~)-GrandlaenU 
" ' • Period. 8 J8'll\1.arY 1945 to 

,';'>l;~~"""l ,. '. run " , .' , "'. . . thence, 
',~, lb4aoutheast pt'Ogress1ve).y' to a ,line Bo~ez 5~60).-Bo~ (P705840)
;~: (P699830) and. point 3 kUOmatera aouthwest of Courti1, BeJ.gium. Period , 

,Z:l:JaR11&Z7 ~'94; ,to 31 January 1945 :~battalion was not in contact with enemy.
""" ,Q.> feriodl January 1945 to 1.Janvs:rr: 1945: an CP--P,39600,3. Co A 

", "Co Qp'4519l0f l.l 449910';2& 39SS70).3&~2Q9001attache<1 Recon Plat 451910. ' 
.,Co B--Co CP.396922; lB,W882;2S406883;, attache<lRecon Plat,,396922. Co 0-

: CoOP' 538949,;, 10 533915; .2C 5489l4i3C53~.9l2i attached Xecon, Plat;'38949. 
:lacon Plat 538949. 'Recon c~l99006~ Period 7 Jaswary 1945 to 22 J anU&l7 1945, 
BnOP-P613920.Co, A--.co CP618890l ~ 615889;: a 623895; 3A 631En7; attacaeci 

, :aeOOD Plat' 618890. CO B-CP 550911; 18545917; ~ 605903; .3B 546916; attached
-'001\ Plat 5509U. CO c-Q» 603903; 10 6l.4S9l; 2C 595905; 3C'6Q3903; attached" 
Becon Plat 603903. Then south and southeast a8 attack progressed. pericxi 2.3 
Jaiwa:g 1945to,30 January 1945 entire battalion in assembly position vicinity

"Deu?c' Bys, Belgi1.lll (p488958). 31 January 19.45 unit moved to assembly positlDn 
Vicinity L1gneuwille, BelgiUll; Bn CP at P'199945 i Co A- 806984; Co B- 805993; 
Co C 779006; Recon Co 807985; Hq 00 '777007. 

c. Not applicable. 
, d. During period 1 January 1945 ,to 7 January 1945 battalion was :re

lieved of attachinent to the 75th,In.f Div and ron .lB Corps and attached to the 
m Corps and subsequently to the 83rd In! Div. Unit moved to reglmental assem
bly areas for subsequent attack to south. Co A ""as attached to 329th In! Regt, 
Co C to the 331st Int Regt and 00 B temporarily in division reserve. Period. 8 
January 1945 to 22 January 1945- In the ear4r part ot the period severe fight
ing occurred Vicinity Bihain (635850), Petite Langllr (650850), and 'WOods 'be> 
.east of last point. Enemy &l"Jl¥)r and infantry a.ttacked our lines. At Bihain 
Co C aided materially in stopping the attack in this vicinity by destroying 
e~ tanks and dispersing balance. At Petite Langlir Co A put direct fire on a 
building behind which an enemy tank was in position, holding up our advance. 
Tank withdrew, but no visible damage in:t'licted. During this time losses by 
enemy action and mechanical failure resulted in platoons of 00 B being attached 
to 329th In! Regt and 331st In! Regt. 1st Platoon of Co B supporting the 331st 
In! attack south through Langl1r fired on suspected tank and infantry -concentra
tion along edge ot woods, resulting in great loss to enemy. Attacking to the 
southeast through the woods little resistance 'Was met Wltil reaming theix)1ms 
ot Honyelez (705S60),Bovigny (705840), Courtil (699830). The enemy, holding 
high ground ~ the front and nank, placed direct tire on these positions, re
sulting in sane loss to us. Advance continued on to Rogery (735855) and Bebo 
(754825) when units on flank caught up to our advance. 00 C located south o;t 
CourtU shot up enemy infantry strongpoints and broke up several tank-infantq . 
counterattacks. On 22-23 January 1945 unit was relieved by- elements of 638th 
10 Bn as infantry elements were being relieved by 84th In! Div. During the 
period 23 January 1945 to 30 January 1945 all units ,,'ere engaged prima.r~ h 
maintenance ot equipment ~ training of drivers and gunners for 'I'D's. On 
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After Action Report, 629th Tank Destroyer Battalion for month of January 1945 (cont'd) 

- , 

2. Olm Situation: 

c.i. (contlCi.) 
30 Janu..1.ry 1945 ,mit I:loved. to us~eI:ibly position vicinity of Ligneuville and became 
a po.rt of ti1e l..'VIII Corps, [illd lias alerted for lilovement to 82d Airborne Division 
area to becol:le opera tional .rl.th thel~l. 

". , 
e. Combat efficiency is considered very satisfactory due to loss of 

pers<;>rmel and run down condition of combat vehicles. 

f. During period 1 January 1945 ·to 7 January 1945 units were relieved 
~:nd Hade several nif,ht ll~rches until closed in regimental and battalion assembly 
arebS. l)urin~3 period 8 January 1945 to 22 January 1945 the following eaemy mat
eriel 1;ere destroyed or captured.: Six (6) Mark V tanks, .four (4) :Mark IV tanks, 
tYrO (;2) h::lf-tracl~s, three (3) general purpose vehicles, one (1) 2Ornm. flak gun, 
tlNO (2) 881:m antitank guns, si-\: (6) strongpoints, six (6) houses used as d.efendeci, 
positions, five (5) machine Gun nests, and took five (5) prisoners of war; aLso 
ldlleu an undeterrained number of enemy. During period 23 January 1945 to 30 
Jnluary 1945 unit trained sui'ficient drivers and gunners to complete the crews 
for all thirty-six (36) TDt s. Hov.ever, ordnance c.ould not repair or replace all. 
vehicles prior to recor:lI:d.tt;,~ent. All vehicles in unit were completely checked by • 
r:wchnnics for 2nd. and 31'd ech8lon maintenance. Those found deficient were r&.
paired or sent to ordn2.nce. Period 30 January 1945 to 31 January 1945 unit pre
pareci. to reenter cOl.~ba.t. 

.; 
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After Action Report, 629th Tank Destroyer Battalion for month of January 19~ 5 (contI d) 

3. Adu:inistration: 

During period covered by report a~tinistration was processed ~rough 
the follo,rin,::; hi';!ler headqULrters to l.hlch this batto.1.ion has. been attached. 

'15th Inf:..ntz-:,' Division 1 to 2 Jl'muary 1945 
83ru Inf"ntry :.Jivision 2 to Jl January 1945 

Autl •• ,;,trcl. ·th .:)t.~·cn.:;th I~et l\et 

. ~.31.. reW·\.1I .. of ;,5 of Increaso l)ccl'ease 
,; "jC 

. ; '.20, J;;.n '.Sd- h' 
l. ,I:; .... u .Iv .:1. ,-:l,; ..(; ~. 0 "i\O ~ C .IJ li. 

liQ, l..:. Co 11 ., 11Q 1'2 1 JJJ *J 1 109 - - - .. - 2 
i i '.Recon Co 7 - llQ 5 - '11 b - Iva 1 - - - - 3 ,

Co "A" 0 124 4 ll'l 4 - ll2 5 
1')4 ' . ,Co' 'G- O - 4 - ..bY'< - 115 1 9 

Co g 1;,1. U 12') " - li8 1 5-e- - 
•'1)led Jc;t 1 - 15 .:i 1 - 12 - - -

Bll '.Vi'A:i.. ."39 2 iN'l 1. ~J) 39 1 an 2 6") - 
{r'or bI·cai....awli 01' (;..1:1%1 ..jJ1~ lousoa ot poraonnel se. Clpu"ls,x, lignlae.lOt. arnl 
l~riQi;;i;r Ntlh9S::,) (;. :.t;tCl~o(!) 

l·,·r:lOa;.cl rc .<..i~': t.ioll:l ~\"~t! 1; Jnnuary 194~ for ono (1) ol'flcer (2G Lt.. 
l.~:lt(Jr ..• ~.!. t.h - v.'::,' - !·v~":~crlj' n:Ju4J.c;(! t..•ilS unit, WOUl)<!cN onCl oY.auat~) 
;.:1~ '~.: :'-:"::-;..;.:"<:1(; i,.;j; ca':.!.!l\.I.·~ :,.00; u.OO 17 .ianuary l'JJ.!1 for tirt.oon (lS) enl1at.ed 
::'I:r~ :;4:' .":t.t..J(.O \,.;;!'(.u.ct. Ijt \,;.~. An..;: • 

... ",_~(r;i.l:'~: r';~:':o!'c~,.•.m~:; rc.·cL~V\Jd t.hlVu,.:h )c.i H,oplncoo.oont. Uepot, 

1; (farilaCC 41?,A1n3t (ur 110" n;"l113<1 apinat.) 
wut ro"uia.it.1ona) 

icd.lowi r",~ w.H roo ·..ici t.iona hllve r&>t. been tUlecb 
t,;oi t. .\0'1 hv. 2, 13 JIU'IU.lJ7' 194~ tor 2d Lt. I.e.... I. lllliti.b (onlj) 
U;J.t. ~'O<; lio. J, 1'1 J~JUA1'7 1945 tor 15 enlJ.atecl_. 

i'olJ.cnring nw;.u<l en,dot.e<! ltOIl reco1vbCl bat.tlel1el4 appointment... 2cl Lta 
J.:/.:)l'.t. Carl J. lJoPan1c1. jIl.; ))041S02 
s/Sgt Cheater T. Yacbna ASIi ))023476
s/set .John J. Bara1e _ 20321.554 

s/s?t. Tbow.. R. J)onovUl rOQlllllltadecl tor bat-ute1.u appoint...t .. 2cl Lt.. 
l:lt J Lt. Anthony G. eovatta reOClfllDOlldecl tor. bat-t.l.etielcl proIIDt.S.QD to Captaa. 

-s . }-,

..;: r~~' 
::. j~;-:~i .. ,~·-· . 
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After Action Report, 629th Tank Destroyer Battalion for r..onth of January 1945 (cont' d) 

3 • 	 Adr.~nistration: (cont' ci) 


AwnrdI and De9QtatiQns rngde through period: 


l~ 	 A§!i AiiNW G~GRAL ORDER~ 
1st Lt Anthony G. Belak 0-1175u39 Bronze Star 	 Sec 1, 00 3, 83d In! Div 

ciated 13 January 1945 .. .. ..l~t Lt Iior.:>.cc \I. L"ltb O-lt:24;;30 Bronze st~ 
::i/Set Chester X. Yachna 33023476 Bron;:c star .. .. If 

C::l J3l:1(~S h. Koill~ 35582249 Silver Star Sec 1, GO 5, 83d In! Div 
dated 18 January 1945 

'1'/ '; J~:.es .\). l:~evitt, Jr. 357~640 Silver Star .. .. .. 
1'/4 G.lor~:e ~..u.~inson JZ306262 Bronze Star Soc Ill, GO 5, 83d lnf Div 

dnted lb January 1945 
C;.J. John k. Aprilal1te 32033063 Silver star Sec 1, CD 9, 83d Inf Div 

(Po sth\U.~usl.y) dated ~ January 1945 
Jo:;e~'h A. Blatnik 33036419 .. .. ..S7-t 	 •

T 5 Ju:.:es H. l:eitzlcr ;3117505 .. 	 .. .. .. 
CI,l !iol;:cr U. Ren:.sor 345005118 .. .. .. 

Sr,t 6c!\;ard f. '!\waa 33415769 .. • • •• 

Pte Lnul C. Ba.rber 11085093 .. .. • .. 

Pte Geort:e C. laringcr 35683706 .. .. • • 
1'/5 Vict.or l..ahoney 330.36;>')2 Silver star Sec II, 00 9, S3d Inf Div 

dated 23 January 1945 
r/4 Boor:; E. Johna 3.30362,58 .. .. 
ptc Vincent DeFnlco, Sr. .3l.l4b'360 .. 	 .. " • ••.. 	 .. ..Pvt. Walter F. _. ". 33008995 	 •
Pte 'nt~,. K. l.!cCreory 37422184 .. 	 .. .. •. Sf;' Lawrence Loott1er J3036u08 Bronze Star Sec III, CD 9, S.3d In£ Div 

. dated <3 January 1945 
Sgt .I~ea w. R1charc:l80n, .Ir 3ltl.54Z16 • • • .. 
S,<t Jamea P. Jordan 12/YJ6247 Bronze Star Sec Ill, (I) ~6, 83d Inf Div 

datec1 30 January 1945 
S/act. Jet.bro H. PUaDd 3304l696 
SIt. AltHc1 J. L1p1n 33aol?39 Bronze star Sec II, (J) 16, 83d Int DiY 

dated 30 Janu&r7 1945 
Lt 0Dl. O1...-ODle 0-19917 Oak Leat General Order, 83d lIlt Div 

Clueterto datec1 30 January 1945 
Bronae star 

1m 	QIdr Lt. Col. Glenn Oole, W. 
(X) Hq 00 capt. Francia H. DobbiM, fA 
(X) 	 Ren Co Capt HaJT1 L. Harril, rA 
(X) 	 00 A Capt Charlel K. Grilubaw, Int. . 
(X) Co B Capt IclwJ..Il H. ~, fA 
CI) Co C lAt Lt••~ G. a..t.-, AUI 
(X) Ked ht ' Otptd»"~.4.~:~, ••0. 

1.....: ' . .' 
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After Action Re!,ort, 629th 'rank Destroyer Batte.lion for Ilonth of J nnuary 19h5 (co~tl d) 
' . ..~... 

J. 	 AW.rini sJ.ratioru (conti d) 

CASUAL'l'Y , l~LA~A~'l' AbU i .h.I':)("l~..:.H OF ·~.:Ali Ahlf~{ 

DAY ••IA KIA LIA h.B. P • •J. iWLAQ~:W. l.'S 
J. 0 0 0 1 0 0 

2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
~ 0 Q 0 1 0 0 
Ii;. 0 Q 0 1 0 0 
~ 0 0 0 0 0 0 
6 0 0 0 0 0 0 
L 0 Q 0 :2 0 10 
g 0 0 ..Q.. 2 0 0 
2 J. 0 0 0 0 0 
:1.0 
J~ 

li 

:.2 
J 
0 

0 
2 
0 

0 
0 
0 

1 
J. 
1 

0 
0 
0 

00: 

J 
0 
0 

lJ 0 0 0 -' 0 0 
l1:1; 1 0 0 1 0 1 
12 0 0 0 1 0 0 
1,6 /.,. 0 0 5 0 1 
1'£ 0 0 0 0 0 0 
l~ 
l2 

Q 
1 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
1 

0 
0 

1:2 
1 

20 0 0 0 1 0 1 
21 0 0 0 0 0 0 
2~ 0 0 0 1 0 1 
23 0_ 0 0 0 0 0 
2.Ia. 0 0 0 .2 0 8 
~~ l Q 0 1 0 ~ 
22 0 0 0 0 0 0 
;fl 0 0 0 0 0 0 
?"jOoW 0 0 0 0 0 0 
?9 0 0 0 0 0 0 
:.;!O 
~l 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 

°1 
1 
J 

0 
0 

1 
0 

'iU'ik J.~ 2 0 31_ 0 ~2 

Duri!1[; the J;:onth 0':' Janu<:l.ry tilis organization drevT all su,plies through the 
83rc; Ini'.:1nt.r:l' -Division ';iitt the c:·:ception of Orcino>.nce i tel:~s. All controlled and 
l::ajor ite.!;,s Here" U:CG..1m on VII Corps allocations DS follows: Six (6) CarriaGes, 
Lotor, J" Gun, l.~O v;ere Ul'~1'hl1 on VII Cor!,s Allocations :; s re~:L:.cel~cnts lor cOIT_oat 
losses; one (1) Truck, iton, lJl..4 ....111c11 ...·'C!s drc....m on VII Cor}')G Alloc~t,iGn c.s re
phce..:ent lor oae (1) 'l'ruck, ~ton, LX/~ \:~lic11 ...·:as evacuated by 559th Crc.ncnce Co",..-.ml1Y. 
All otb~r Ordm:nce itcns Here llrn.-".11 i'rOl:t the 5:"9th Orcirl[:nce COI::.p.:my. One (1) 
C:'r, 2.l';.,orco., Utilit~r, 1..20 W05 ciral.Tl on First An:;;,r a:::"ocation. This veh:Lcle ·..rcs 
alloc~ ..tuci l!ue to cl!O,rlt;es in rl'j;;.. B<1sic lo,:cis of Clcss I, III <~nd V sup lic:3 ',,-ere 
kept, on h~nd at alJ. tiI.:es. Road kcre GCllcl'<...l:,:,,~r i:;OOLl r.lti,ouL;l1 covereQ 1,ith sno',; 
nne ice. 

_ rl _ 
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After Act.Lon Re)ort, 629th Tanl( Destroyer Battalion, for l:.onth of January 19l~5 (conti d) 

:.-- Durine thic period the battalion experienced an exceedingly laree number 
of f.lech:J.nical failures "','ith the 1:-10 Destroyer. Throughout the entire period 
there Herc al,',ClYs frol:' five to eight destroyers in ordnance for repairs due to 
l~lech;).nic~l 'i'"ilurcs. In ap.ny cases the repairs accor.lplished by ordnaI\ce were 
uns;:;ti::;la ctory ,:c.s the desti'oycrs were unable to mal:e the trip froo ordnance back 
to tile battalion -.;ithout breu.king do\'m. It is believed that most of the diffi
culty is llue to ~lle ::act that the clestroyers have seen appro.::d.mately seven months 
of continuous cor:lb",t service R.nu to the fact that Army has ro working schewle 
v;hereb~r Tank Destroyer Battalions are brO'llght back and Given a thorough periodic 
orcL.'1;).nce refit. There 81'0 also intiications that there is a lack of parts wthich 
h31.1pers repair b~' ordn.:mce units. 

G1ENN cx.:n..E 
Lt. Col., In! (TD) 
COE:r:l<tnding 
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