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After Action Report, 629th Tank Destroyer Battalion for nonth of January 1945

l. pavi -

a. Units in Contact:
On January lst the front lines were approximately 5688 to 6093.

i “Rlenents of four divisions were present along tne front, from north to south:

9th SS Panzer Division, 560th Volksgrenadier Division, 89th Volksgrenadier
Regiment of the 12th Volksgrenadier Division, On January 4th two new units,
the 27th and 48th Volksgrenadier Regiments of the 12th Volksgrenadier Division
- made their appearance on the front. On January 5th , 6th and 7th no contact
was rwde with the enermy. Units in contact on January 8th were the 19th and
20th Panzer Grenadier Regiments of the 9th Panzer Division, the 9th SS Panzer
Recon Battalion and the 89th Volksgrenadier Regiment of 12th Volksgrenadier
Division., New identifications revealed the presence of the 75lst Regiment of
the 326th Volksgrenadier Division. Front lines on the 10th of January -

South of Regne and Bihain (640843) (657838) (664850) (690848). On January llth
a new unit, the lst Battalion of the 27th Volsgrenadier Regiment, was identi-
fied and on January 12th the 53rd Nebelwerfer Regiment of the 4th Nebekwerfer
Brircade vios identified in our sector. On January l5th the 409th Volksgrenadier
Artillery Battelion was identified. Front lines were East of Honyelez and west
of Bovisny (7082), liest of Courtil (7061). On January 20th there was no change
of units in contact and the front lines were East of Cierriux, East of Bovigny
and Bast of Courtil., From January 2lst to February lst there was no contact
with the eneny.

b, Heserves:

During the first part of the period the 10th S8 Panzer Division,
11th SS Fanzer Division and 15th Panzer Grenadier Division were available for
erploynient on our sector of the front. On January 10th uncomaitted elements of
tne 9th SS Panzer Division were used by the enemy to reinforce his lines in the
Petite Langlir (6583) area. No contact since January 7th was made with the lst
and 12th SS Panzer Divisions. They remained unlocated in the buldge and could
be enployed as reserves., On January 12th the 1lst S8 Panzer Division was iden-
tified in front of our area in readiness for committment. Elements of the 3rd
Panzer Grenadier Division were identified on our left flank on January léth and
the remaining elements of tiis unit could be used for immediate reserves in our
area. On January 18th the presence of the 1llth Panzer Division on the 3rd Amy
front was definitely confirmed, eliminating the possib lity of this Diviaion
being employed as reserve in our sector

c. Eneny Actdvitys

From the lst to the 5th of January opposition to our advances ocon-
sisted mainlyof small arms, mortar and artillery fire., On January 8th the ensmy
eriployed tanks and SP guns and defended from buildings which he used as strong

points. Artillery fire wus placed on villages and road junctions which gur troope
were coupiled to use, In the Bihain.and Petite Langlir sector the anemy resorted

to offensive tactice counterattacking frequently with tanks and intantr{'

The enemy maintained strong resistance on Jamuary l1th in » Petite
Langlir and Bihain area using tanks, artillery and 8P and AT guns. Mludim ‘

to our advance siemments were subjected to heavy artillery shelling. '
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After Actien Report, 629tu Tank Destroyer Battalion for moxth of January 1945 (Cont!d)

c. Enemy Activity: (cont'd)

continued use of mines along our roads of advance and on road blocks. On January
15th the enemy kept up his defensive action by counterattacking with tank and
~ infantry teams. On January loth our Tank Destroyers enccuntered anti-tank and

mortar fire in lonyelez and could not travel on the road leading into this town
except at night as c¢nemy direct fire weapons had it covered. Enemy also placed
heavy nmortar and artillery interviction fire on this road. Eleven of our tank
destroyers were damaged by ehewy action during this period,.

d. Jtrength and lorale:

Throughout the operation elements of the Divisions opposing us were
equal to approximately one to two regiments of Volksgrehadier troops and Engineer
and Panzer Grenadicr forces. Fron the 8th of January until the close of the oper-
ation the eneny had one 1o two companies of tanks spread along the front.

Enenyy morale was good st the beginning of the period but declined
towards the close of the period,

o, %ffgm;n;gg;
a) To defend high ground using dug-in positions and houses as strong

points thereby delaying our advance. v

+ (b) To oounterattack with aprroximately 1 company of infantry and a
platoon of tanks, HLowever, due to the well placed artillery fire of the 83rd
Division Artillery the counter attacks were almost always broken up before even
gotting under way. On January llth the enemy assembled in woods southeast of
Bihain and launched an attack at 0830 against our lines in Bihain. Slight pene«
trations were made but the attack was cortained by 0930A.

o (c¢) To attack with some of his reserve divisions through our sector
to gain possesaion of the Manhay - Grandmenil rosd net, " The terrain was quite
favorable to an operation of this type but the lack of suppliss, mainly gasoline
for his armor and veldcles, plus the constant threat of our units breaking through
near the beginning of the bulge prevented the enemy from taking the initiative in
this direction, h

(d) Bstablish road blocks, lay mines and employ artillery. and mor-
tar fire to hinder owr forward movement. Very little enemy patrol activity was
prevalent during the iod, _

“teat (a) and (d) were only capabilities that the snemy employed to any

Nt 3 .
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o4 RURTY" e oy '(P402900)~Grandmenil
<Manhay ))=Tr: M-ng.(l’550930) Period 8 Jamvary 1945 to
22 Jarnary 1945:" “front 1ines run Grindsenil-ﬂanhay—!‘ri-le—t:hoalaing thence
south ahd southeast progressively to a‘line Honyelez (P705860)-Bovigny (P705840)~
- ;Courtil (P699830) and point 3 kilometers mouthwest of Courtil, Belgium. Period
v 23 Jamsary 1945 to 31 Jamuary 1945 .the battalion was not in contact with enemy.
o be Perdod 1 January 1945 to 7 Janmary 1945: Bn CP--P396003. Co A =
. "Co QP 451910; 1A AL9910; 24 3958705 34 520900; attached Recon Plat 451910,
. .CoB~Co CP 396922, 1B weez, B 406883; sttached Recon Plat 396922. Co G--
* .+ Co CP 5389493 1C 533915; 2C 5489L4; 3C 535932; attached Recon Plat 538949.
B.eeon Plat 538949. Recon Co~=399006., Period 7 January 1945 to 22 January 19453
© Bn.CGP--P613920., Co A~~Co CP 618890; 1f 615889; 24 623895; 3A 631877; attached
- - Recon Plat 618890, Co B—=CP 550911; 1B 545917; 2B 605903; 3B 546916; attached
. Recon Plat 550911, Co C--CP 603903; 1C 614891; 2C 595905; 3C 603903, attached
Recon Plat 603903. Then south and southeast as attack progressed. Periad 23
dJd 1945 to 30 January 1945 entire battalion in assembly position vicinity
~Deux Rys, Belgium (P488958), 31 Jamuary 1945 unit moved to assembly positien
vicinity Ligneuville, Belgium; Bn CP at P799945; Co A- 80698L; Co B~ 805993;
‘ .. Co C 779006; Recon Co 807985; Hq Co 777007.
1. c. Not applicable,
\ d. During period 1 January 1945 to 7 January 1945 battalion was re-
~ lieved of attachment to the 75th Inf Div and XVIII AB Corps and attached to the
VII Corps and subsequently to the 83rd Inf Div. Unit moved to regimental assem~
bly areas for subsequent attack to south. Co A was attached to 329th Inf Regt,
Co C to the 33lst Inf Regt and Co B temporarily in division reserve, Period 8
i Jamary 1945 to 22 January 1945-- In the early part of the period severe fight-
: ~ ing occurred vicinity Bihain (635850), Petite Langlir (650850), and woods to
east of last point. Enemy armor and infantry ettacked our lines. At Bihain
Co C aided materially in stopping the attack in this vicinity by destroying
eneny tanks and dispersing balance. At Petite Langlir Co A put direct fire on a
building behind which an enemy tank was in position, holding up our advance.
I, Tank withdrew, but no visible damage inflicted. During this time losses by
: enenyy action and mechanical failure resulted in platoons of Co B being attached
to 329th Inf Regt and 331st Inf Regt. 1lst Platoon of Co B supporting the 331lst
Inf attack south through Langlir fired on suspected tank and infantry concentra-
tion along edge of woods, resulting in great loss to enemy. Attacking to the
southeast through the woods little resistance was met until readiing thetowns
of Honyelez (705860), Bovigny (705840), Courtil (699830). The enemy, holding
high ground to the front and flank, placed direct fire on these positions, re-
sulting in some loss to us, Advance continued on to Rogery (735655) and Beho
(754825) when units on flank caught up to our advance. Co C located south of
Courtil shot up enemy infantry strongpoints and broke up several tank-infantry -
counterattacks. On 22-23 January 1945 unit was relieved by elements of 638th
D Bn as infantry elements were being relieved by 84th Inf Div. During the
period 23 January 1945 to 30 January 1945 all units were engaged primarily in
maintenance of equipment and training of drivers and gunners for T™!s. On
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After Action Report, 629th Tank Destroyer Battalion for month of January 1945 (cont!d)

2. Own Situation:

de (cont'a) _
30 January 1945 unit noved to assembly position vicinity of Ligneuville and became
a part of tine XVIII Corps, and was alerted for uovement to 82d Airborne Division
area Lo becone operational with them.

.
L 4

€., Combat efficiency is considered very satisfactory due to loss of
persomnel and run down condition of combat vehicles.,

f. During period 1 January 1945 -to ¢ January 1945 units were relieved
aznd niade several night morches until closed in regimental and battalion assembly
arees. During period 8 Jamuary 1945 to 22 January 1945 the following ememy mat—
eriel vere destroyed or captured: Six (6) Mark V tanks, four (4) kiark IV tanks,
two (2) helf-tracks, three (3) general purpose vehicles, one (1) 20mm flak gun,
two (2) 88m antitank guns, six (6) strongpoints, six (6) houses used as def ended
positions, five (5) machine gun nests, and took five (5) prisoners of war;also
killed an undetermined number of enemy. During period 23 Jamary 1945 to 30
Jenuary 1945 unit trained sufficient drivers and gunners to complete the crews
for all thirty-six (36) TD's. lowever, ordnance could not repair or replace all
vehicles prior to recormitti.ent. All vehicles in unit were completely checked by
mechanics for 2nd and 3rd echhlon maintenance. Those found deficient were re=
paired or sent to ordnence, Period 30 January 1945 to 31 January 1945 unit pre-
nared to reenter coubat. )
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After Actien Report, 629th Tank Destroyer Battalion for month of January 1%.5 (comt'd)

3. Adninistration:

During period covered by report administration was processed through
the followinz nisher headauarters to which this batialion has been attached.

75th Infantry Division == 1l to 2 January 1945
S2r¢ Infontry vivision == 2 to 31 January 1945

Autnorizec clromn,th aad¥staius at beginning and end of period:

Autn, otroi “th Suiensth ket let
Stirenin o of 'S of Increase Decercase
R I, Shdan 45

oWk o U WA b Cowl O W ;3{_.:;‘ C K _L
o & dia o 13 233y 13 1 111 35 4 M8 -~ = - - - P
Recon Co 1 = Jag 5 - 221 6 = g 1 = = - =-__3
Lo man & = 12 L - 17 L = 2 = - = - = 5
Lo ton o =124 IR (515} H o= 235 X - 9 - = -
Lo wCm 6 -~ 124 Q= 1 7 - Al 1 o= - - - 5
Ked Jgt 1l - 15 1 - - A~ 15 = - - - =« =
Bl WUTAL 29 o ¢ .3 1 577 2 = = - =6

(For brew.cown ol ,uins unc losses of porsonnel see Cgsualty, Keplacoment snd
trioeian Mgy (sttacsed)

Fersemrel re udsitions watee 13 Janunary 1945 ror one (1) orficer (2d Lt.
Legter ... 3 AW - vy = fuierly sasipned t.is wdt, wounded ana uvacuated)
Las tirwveliaee (53) encisted nonp and 17 uanuary l‘)l.,v for fifteoon (15) enlisted
met, So o bttet Liroush lat Labe ASY Y.

e OMLny Feligdorce. .gnis recuived Lhroudl 3d Heplaco.ont Jepots

faltluog €Lnadn - 13 (uppadee againast (or mot o) lioed against)
wiit requiaitions)

e iBLOt TolLISOrc® . only 21 (applied against unit requisitions)

Followin: w.it re-.Jdeitions hive not been filleds
Vidt a0 b 2, 13 January 1945 for 2d Lt. Lester R, Smith (only)
Uiat hoe Lo, 2, 17 January 1945 for 15 enlisted men.

Foliowing nuwd eiiisted cen received battlefiald appointments as 2d Lts
L/s¢t  Carl J. bePardcis ASh 33041502
5/3gt Chester T. Yachna AN 33023476
5/8gt John J. Barsic ASN 20321554

5/5:t Thoumus H. Donovan recommended for battle ield sppointment as 2d Lt.
15t Lt. Anthony G. Covatta recommonded for battlefield proaotian t0 Ce Captain,

A
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After Action Report, 629th Tank Destroyer Battalion for ronth of January 1945 (cont!'d)

-

3. Adrinistration: (cont'c)

Avaxde and Decorations muce ithrouzh periods
RANK  BALE ASli Ak
1st Lt Anthony G. Belak 0=1175039 Bronze Star
lst Lt liorace W. Larb U=1824530 Bronze Star
s/Srt Chester T. Yachna 33023476 Bronze Star
Cxl Janes h. Konls 35582249 Siiver Star
/5 Jues J. Lovevitt, Jr. 35720040 Silver Star
/4 Geor;e Lukinson 52306262 Bronze Star
C.l John K. Avrilante 32033083 Silver Star
(Posthw.ously)
St Joserh A, Blatnik 33036419 L
T)5  Juues H. Leitzler 23117505 "
Gl liomer U. Renager 34580598 "
St Edvard F. Tumas 33415769 .
Ffc Lacl C. Barber 11085693 "
Pfc Geor;e C. laringer 35683706 "
1/5 Victor i.ahoney 33036222 Silver Star
T/,  lonry E. Johns 33036258 "
Pic incent DeFalco, Sr. 31148360 "
Pvt. VWalter F. Seawmenig 33008995 "
Pfc Thouss Ke McCreory 37522184 L)
Sit Lawmrence Locffler 33036008 Bronze Star
Sgt Jarces W. Richardson, Jr 34154276 "
st Jamos P. Jordan 12036247 Bronge Star
8/8gt Jethro L. Pilland 33041696 "
Sgt  Alfred J. Lipin 33201739 Bronze Star
Lt Col Glenn Cole 0-19917 Oak Leaf
Cluster to
Bronge Star

Lomanding O££icars Ruring Period Covered Ry Report:

Lt. Col. Glenn “1., Inf,

Cipt. Francis H. Dobbins, FA

Capt Harry L. Harris, FA
Capt Charles M. Grimshaw, Inf,
Capt Edwin H. Stewart, FA

lst Lt. Anthony G. Oovatia, AUS
wt M“ ‘dw’ X.C.

- 888888%
CePES
asEgl

g;ls
g

¥
[N

g

GimRAL ORDER

Sec I, GO 3, 83d Inf Div
dzated 13 January 1945

[ ] L] |}

" L} . §
Sec I, GO 5, 83d Inf Div
dated 18 January 1945

|} L] |}
Sec III, GC 5, 83d Inf Div
doted 18 Jamuary 1945
Sec I, @ 9, 83d Inf Div
dated 23 January 1945

n ]

" n
Sec II, GO 9, 83d Inf Div
dated 23 Jamuary 1945

L ] [}

L »
] L]
" ]

Sec III, G 9, &€3d Inf Div

- dated 23 January 1945
] ] L]

Sec m’ m 16, 83d Inf Div
dated 30 January 1945

] ] »
Sec II, GO 16, 83d Inf Div
dated 30 Jamuary 1945

General Order, 83d Inf Div
dated 30 Jamuary 1945
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After Action Rerort, 629th Tank Destroyer Battelion for month of January 1945 (cont!d)

3. Aduginistration; (conttd) N
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During the month o. January itnis organization drew all supnlies through the
&orc Infantry Division with the exception of Urdnance items. All controlled and
major items viere orawn on VII Corps allocations os follows:s Six (o) Carriages,
lotor, 3" Gun, 110 were c¢rown on VIL Corrms Allocetions s re;luceicents rfor cormbal
losscs; one (1) Truck, fton, LX4 which was dravm on VII Corps Allocziicn cs re-
pleacecent ror one (1) Truck, iton, X4 vhich was evacuated by 559th Crenence Conpany.
All oiher Ordnznce itons were crawn Irom the 559th Cranzince Cowmpary. Cne (1)
Cor, am.ored, Utility, .20 was urawm on First Armyy cliocation. This venlcle vios
eliocated due to chonges in T/, BSasic locds of Cless I, IiI «nd V sup lics iere
kent on hond at all tines. Road vere geueraliy gjood aitnoush coverew wilh snow
anc ice,

g fq
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After Action Report, 029th Tank Destroyer Battalion, for month of January 1945 (cont'd)

r

Le Gouweoidl:

During this period the battalion experienced an exceedingly larpze number
of mechanical failures with the i-10 Destroyer. Throughout the entire period
there were always from iive to eight destroyers in ordnance for repairs due to
mechonical Teilures, In sacny cases the repairs acconmplished by ordnarnce were
unsctisfactory ¢s the desttoyers were unable to malte the trip from ordnance back
to tie battalion idthout breaking dowm. It is believed that most of tnhne diffi-
culty is «ue to the Tact that the destroyers have seen approxdimately seven months
of continuous corbat service and to the fact that Amyy hes o working scheduile
vihereby Tank Uestroycer Battalions arc orought back and given a thorough periodic
orcdnance refit. There zre also inuications that there is z lack of parts which

hampers repair by ordnonce units.

GLaEN COLE
t. Col., Inf (D)
Commanding





