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:.fter Aotion Report, 629th Tank Destroyer Battalion, November 1944 

RESUWE OF OPERATIO~S 

ThroughO\1t, tl's!t m~nth of NoverOOer tlri.s battalion ., attache" te the 
2d. Infantry Division and operated against tle Sie~frieci Line between 
Whtcrspelt anci Auw, GerllWlY. T~ tank destroyer oompanies reinfarceci 
thtt 2d Infantry Division Arti Hery wi th indireot fire. The lIBjori ty ct: 
thCS6 riros wt'r-3 hare.J3ing ~Ulci interdictory beyonri the range of division 
a.r ti.ll.,ry wee. ::on~. C:lI'lp~~y "A" fi red. from pos~ti ons in the vicinity of 
f.u·N, Ger!lllny, CU!Tl[f\:l;'l "R" fired from tm -.rioinity of Winterspelt. Germa.~ 
'lnd Gomp·my "e" fired from t m vioinity of Oberhscheid. Geru..ny. 

0"1 seVtl'rq.1 o0oaSlon:} h~k destr~rer platoons of canpanies A ana C 
'MHtt mo,,~:,l int., posi~ons along t~ line held by the inf!lntry and direot 
f'i T")::l "I ere 0 1a (~,~ J. ..m pi1 H uxe s. ob ser va ti on !>os ts and l1\8.ch ine gun nEt s ts • 
;)·)t9.U·"J rec'')rl:1;llSSance was IlI\de by platoon l"'l.ders ani {::un oommanciers 
f'Qr t~se miSHiollS. T}~ firing was coordinated with the infantry ani 
'uti ll"ry i>'l the respective sectors. 

Dl\ri~ the por ted t.he activity of Recomn.fssance Company was con
['-i '~d to pi L~neer 'tOr k. s trenGtheni ng al'¥i impr ove ,nent of br klges flnd tm
t:l!-OVOJre!l~ of ro.ds to t,~ comp:lny installat.ions. 
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After Aotin Rep.-t, a,29th Tank Destroyer Battalion. No~mber 1944 

..
1. EN!MY SITUATION, 

a.. Un~ts in Contact. 
~neray forces on our northern flank (left) consis ted of the 7th 

Fortress B:ltta1ion and the 454th Retlla.cement and Trainine; Battalion. 
These units are part c£ tle 347th I~ar).try Division. On Q.a- iumediate 
front are the 1st ana 2m battalions c£ the 295th VG Regt, ttl' 1st and 
2nd battalions at the 294th VG Regt, 3rd Fortress E9.th,lion, 1st a.ld 2nd 
battalions of th3 293rd VG Regt and. ore battlllion of E!lginee rs with tm 
:3rd battalion of the 293rd VG Regt in reserve. Th3 above u..,its are part 
of the 18th VG Divisjon. 

!:n8~ unit s located on our southe rn flank (right) W'3re the 1st 
and 2nd battalions of the 1Q57th Ini'antry Regt, the 1st and 3rd battalions 
of the 1058th In1'e.ntry Regt. Tha l818th Engineer Battalion and the 2nd 
battalion .of t~ 1058th Infantry Regt. \'!'!Ire s,tattored itmlediately behim 
these front li1'8 forces. All southern flank units were ?I1rt of the 9lst 
Infantry Division. 

b. The majority of the enemy reserves conisteo. of SIJll.ll units of 
squad or pla.toon si.~e. These units covered all good rootes Wlich would 
be uti1i~ed by our TD's in the event of A. breakthrough o:nthejr front' 
lina forces. 

c. Enemy activity was cont'ined to patrolling dur ing hours of poer 
visibility. Artillery fire of' a harassing 9.nd interdictory nature was 
placed on routes being used by our vohic las. Observed 75mn and 105nm 
fire was ph\ced on the route from Sohonberg to Obersc ho id, Oompany "0" 
of this organization being looated at the latter town. 

d. A small number of replaoements were beiIl!; recehed by the enemy 
forces on our front. Mora.le amon6 mas t un1 ts was 900r due to foo« a IJi 
~ter shertages and improper treatment from their officers and lIJ'GO·s. 
The enemy controlled SOIre high grcu nd to our front permit tint; observa ti on 
on our fr ant 1 im movelm nt s dur int; olea.r we a. ther. A few of our front 
line pas i ti ons we re known to th e ene ~. 

e. Plans ope!! to t~ Ene my for a ttack and 0 runtera ttack v.ere 1i mited 
to niGht pa troIs. They defended their high gI"Qlnd pos itions frOM defi laded 
'Oositions and dug-in entrenchnents ontbe southern flank. On tre imal9diate 
front am northern fl.u!!k pillboxes and forts were in 8uit.l:lb)fl conditi::>'l to 
be manned fer defense. The rcutes of approach to these positions -"ere 
oovered by direct fire or by prepared urti llery comeclra.tions. 
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After Aotion Repert, 629th Tank Destroyer Battalion, NoveJli>er 1944 

2. am BITUATION. 

I!l. During the period. 1 ~:ovember 1944 to 30 NCNember 1944 the unit was 
attaohed. to t he 2nd hlf'antry Division wno were holding a lilP running from 
P955815 to P910745 to W30S40 to 1D60900. Companies A, '8, & C reinftrced 
the f ire of the 15th FA I 37th FA, and 38th FA respect ive] y. 

b. The battl\lion C.P. was located at Andler, Belgium, ooordimtes 
P96659067. Reconnaissance Company was located at P9714~130 and Headqm.rters 
Company at F96209105, both in Be 16ium. CO!Ilf&~ A was looated at 1.00359005, 
Company B at P90758025 and Can.pany C at P98188574, all in Ger_ny. 

o. Tbi 15th FA Battalion VltlS !coated at P993885, the 38th FA Battalion 
at P973865 and the 37th FA Battalion at P904709. Otblr di·.1.s!ona1 troOps 
and attaohed troops in vioinity. 

d. Tm unit w:18 ge~rally employed. in secondary mission reinforoing 
the fires of division artillery, harassing and interdiction fires being 
the prilllary enployment of t1-e weapons. To.rgets assigned tm unit 1If8re ' 
for tnt most part well beyond the range at tblt divisional artillery. 
Direct fire was also plaoed on 'eneUl¥ pillboxes, OP's and DaChi~ guns. 
The employment of A. and C Companies in this role _s quite extensive, 
exoellent result. bei~ obtai~d se;ainst the targets fired. apon in tmir 
respeotive areaa. 

e. All combat w!u.o1e 10s8ea have been replaoed. All key persomel 
10sae. were replaoed. Korale waa excellent. Combat efficienoy was COD
sidered excellent. 

f. During this poriClli 1,669 harassing and interdiotion missions were 
t! red, expe aline II t ata 1 of 20, 101 r au nds ot ammuniti on. Fifty-three 
Oorpe and DiTialon Tar masieD' resulte4, in aJllllUnition expenditure of 
629 rounds of aJIIIlUllition. NiDeteen tar,.ts or opp.. 'tulliV _re taken 
under fire with an ammunition expenditw-e of 327 rounds of aJIDUnition. 
litty-three registratiolll were tired requirl~ 579 round. ot uanunitlon. 
2S68 rounds or lB and APe alllllUnition were fi nul 011 4l1reot t1 re tar,eta 
whioh oOllpri'" 2 _ohifIJ GUll Mats, 2 woode. area., ocoupied. by owr 
2 companie. o£ intantry, 68 ooncrete pillboxe., aDll 79 hou.... c:t8 
town waa fire. upon by 8 gUD8 or cae unit with .\lDA affeot that the 
.ne~ a uppoei a oowterattaok .a belnc ••e and. lai. down .ortar, ar.. 
tillery and aohla.,un 1"1re, r • ....,a! iDg hi. der.us be FPL. txoelleDt 
reault. were obtained. in alaost all direot tire ai•• iona. 
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After Action Repcrt. 629th Tank pestroyer Battalion. November l~4 

3. SUPPLY. 

All supplies wi th the exoeption of ordnance i tams were drawn t}rough 
the 2d Infantry Division Supply orrioer. Major items of ordnance equip
ment were handled through VIII Corps Ordnance Offioer. 

One ear. half-track. M2 was turned in to the 526th ()-finanoe. Company 
as axee S8. Fi -.e (5) cars. armored. uti 1ity 1420 were drawn on let U.S. 
Arll\Y a llocation due t 0 chl~e in Tlo clc E. 

To date this battalion ms received approxiJlBtely half of the anti 
freeze compound it will require to meet 1st U. S. Army speoifications. 

Tre bas, oil "l.n<i ammunition supply wae replenishe.t ciaily as required 
~Jr the situation. 

Reads over which the bnttali.on operated during tm period were generally 
good. Duri~ tNil early part of tie ·period. approximately two inches of snow 
fell throughout the area in which tie battalion operateci. making tral'lSpar
tat-ion difficult r a" a three-day periOli. 

Supp 1y routes west of Canpany "C" (between battalion OOJDnaM post am 
company C cO!lll1and post) NVf of Bleialt. Germany were ccwere4i by enemy 
harassing and interdiotory fires. No other routes to CompaDY "CIt installa
tions were avai lab},. However, supplies were transports. without injury 
to personnel :r naterie 1 • 

• 

• 

._. 


http:bnttali.on


A('t~r Aotion Report, 629th Tank Destroyer Battalion.. Nawmber 1944

4. AIJ4INlSTRATION. 

During the perioo. c over" by this report all adminiatration "I pre
oessed throU6h 2d Infantry Division to whioh this battalion was attached 
on VI II Cor ps order. 

At the begl!ll1ing of tm period the blttali'on was seven (7) enlisted 
lMn understren~th d\e to evaouation of tettla am non-battle casualties. 
During the period one (1) enlisted man '!¥8.S injured. in battle} onlt (1) 
off leer a!¥i seven (7) enlisted non-batt le O&sua Ities were e vaouated. 
Of these, OYJ' (1) officer and two (2) enlisted nen retur:ne4i to duty 
through rredical orn~els. 

~ (1) offic5r a nd. ten (10) enlisted rep laoements were recei veci 
during th! .p!!ricxi from souroes 8S follows, 

2d Infantry Division - 5 enlisted. men 
3rd Re~)1a.oement Depot - 5 enlisted nen, 1 off'ioer 

Pursuant to letter, :'eadquarters, First U. S. Army, subjeotl Advame 
Issue of Officer Replacenent Persorme 1, file 200 .3/ ReplaoellBnt (AGeL) 
dated 15 ~·jovl'irnber 1944 this crganizati on vas authorized to acquire fotr 
(4) officers a ho'""" Tab Ie of crganization stre~th. On verba 1 authori za
ti,m of 2d Infantry Divisio'l and in aoocrdance vi th thl!l policy reo~nded 
~\/ letter, l!eadquarters, Twelfth Ar':lTy Group, suh.1'otr Battlefield Appoint
!Tlents, rile 2-'.0.1 (.\G-P) dated 9 O(}tocer 1944, three (3) direot appoin~ 
ments to Gra.de of se~ond lieutenant frcm aInOn(; the enlisted personnel 
~re recolTUl'",'1'ied in liew of reqaisitioninc additional offi~ers. 

COPm.'l!1:il!l-l orric~ rs d'lr i~ peri ad covered by reportl 

(no :han~;cs dur Lng per ioo) 


( 

,5n. Gmdr. - Lt. Col. Glenn Cole '" 


Cu ii'i" Co. - Cn. pt. f<'ranc is H" Dobbi ns 

CO ~~'~n Co. - (;'1, pt. ~Iarq' L. Harr is 

::;u Co. A - Ca. pt. GhJ. de s M" Gr imSM W 


':8 ~o. D cart. Edwin H. stewart 

:;0 Go. G - ~a f'·~. F.d ward A. 5: ;ian 
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After Aotion Report. 629th Tank Destr ~er Battalion~ Novenber 1944 

4. AmdINISTRATIVE, (0 cnt.) 

Casualty. Replaoemsnt and lrisoner Annex~ 1-30 Novemer 1944 

Day of Pis 

Month 1r.IA KIA MIA N-B Captured Rep lace msnt s 


1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

~ ~ ~ ~ 0 ~ ~ 

3 '0 ~ 0 0 C 0 

4 0 0 0 0 0 ~ 

5 ~ 0 ; C 0 C 

~ 0 0 ~ 0 ~ 0 

7 0 ~ ~ ~ (5 2 

e ~ 0 0 1 (5 0 

g 0 

~ 

0 0 i orr (5 (5 


!o 0 0 0 ~ 0 0 
II (5 (5 ~ (5. (5 ~ 

t~ 0 (5 ~ (5 (5 t 


I! (5 C 0 C 0 C 
Ii 0 ~ ?l (5 ~ ~ Iil. t 011' 
IS 0 0 ~ (5 (5 ~ 

t~ 0 (5 (5 (5 0 (5 

r7 - 0 (5 0 (5 (5 5 

I~ t (5 (5 1 0 C 

I§ 0 C 0 ~ C C 

!) 0 0 (5 0 0 toll' 

21 (5 (5 (5 0 0 C 

22 0 0 0, (5 0 0 
2~ (5 (5 0 ! 0 C 
21 (5 (5 (5 C 0 (5 
!I) (5 0 0 1: 0 (5 
28 (5 (5 (5 0 (5 C 
2'1 C 0 0 C ~ 0 
28 0 (5 (5 ! (5 C 
21 (5 a 0 0 a c 
!o (5 (5 (5 (5 C0 
'fatal 1 0 0 7 III. 1 ott 0 12 Ill! 2 ott 
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