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HEADQUARTERS
630TH TaNK DESTROYER BATTALION (TOWAD)
AP0 340

1/, Janusry 1945

OPERATIONS OF 6207TH T4NK DESTROYLR BATTALION
PERIOD 16 DEGEVBER 1944 to 4 JANULRY 1945

On 16 December 1944, the 630th Tank Destroyer Battslion {Towed) was attached
to the 28th Infantry Division, VIII Corps, First United States drmy. The division
sector was from vicinity SEVINIG, GERMANY, on the North (with 106th Infantry Div,
on left (V) flenk) to vicinity ECHTERNACH, LUX2VBOURG, on the South (with 9th
Adrmored Division on right (8) flank), Division front was generally aslong OUR RIVER
on LUXEVBOURG = GEREMANY border, The companies were supporting infantry regiments
and were in assembly areas as followst Company "AM at ERFILDANGE (supporting 109th
Infantry RCT); Company "B" at ENSCHERANGE (supporting 110th Infantry RCT); Company
"N ot WEISWAMPACH (supporting 112th Infentry RCT). The Battalion Command Fost,
Rear Bchelon and Second Reconngissance Platoon were st KNAPOSCHEID, The First
Reconnaissance Flgtoon was supporting the 110th Infantry RCT on a contect petrol
migsion, operating from MARNACH, 411 companies hgd prepsred positions to be

occupied in event of a tank gttack and platoons had occupied these in simulated
attacks.

4t 0500, 16 December, Germans begsn shelling main highway from WEISWANMFACH to
DIZXIRCH, with psrticular concentration in the MARNACH -~ HOSINGEN srea. During
early morning enemy infantry snd tanks began attecking DORSCHEID, NEIDHOUSEN and
M4RN4ACH, 4t 0900 enemy was moving on BOCKHOLTZ, HOSINGEN and HOLZTHUM,

. On morning of 16 December zuns of Company HWEM (-2 gung of 2B held in reserve)
were moved to previously prepared direct fire positionsg., First platoon placed 3
guns at SIEBNALER end one in EOCKHOLTZ, supporting Battery #CW, 109t Fodeo Two
guns of 2B gttempted te get to MARNACH and with Second Reconnaissance Plgtoon as
support moved toward that area. However, these were intercepted by 100 - 150
Germgns on road from MUNSHAUSEN to MARNACH., Two snemy killed, 5 wounded and 1-
captured, Section of 2B then took up positions with Cannon Company, 110th Infantry,
at MUNSHAUSEN (P7£3609). Section of 3B moved to previously prepared positions at
HUFPERDANGE and URSFELT, , ' ‘ ‘

During day 16 Decsmber, guns of Company "AM were initially held in reserve
and then committed, First Flatoon moved toward BASTENDORF, and Third Platoon
‘toward BRANDENBOURG, both with 109th Infantry. Second Plateon, Company Hal,
occupied previously prepared positions at GILSDORF and ErFELDCEF,.

During day 1€ December Company "C% cccupied 'dirsct fire positions, two guns
meving to vieinity C.P., 112th Infantry at CBERHAUSEN, Elemente of Company "CH
reng;a\ged enemy patrol in smell erms fight, Enemy machine gun nest destroyed with
3 Imown eremy killed, ) . _

During night 16-17 December enemy tanks and infantry continued movement
flest. ZEnemy tanks end infantry overran MiHNACH, position of the First Reconnaiss~
ance FPlatoon end Company "5%, 110th Infantry, Two tanks and one halftrack known
destroyed by reccnngissance platoon, (The two tenks were knocked out by Cpl.
DANIELS with a rocket lsuncher), Two sung of second platoon, Company W5®, with
second reconnaissance platoon as security, starited at 0100 toward position near
REVLER, on the high ground just above CLERF, However, upon arrival in that ares,
foot reconnaissance showed this ground to be in enemy hands, and guns were placed
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(Operations of 630th Tank Destroyer Bn, FPeriod 16 Dec 44 to 4 Jan 45, (Conttd)e

in position nesr WEICHERDANGE on high ground overlooking CLERF.

At 170200 one gun of 3B was overrun by Germsn infantry and five men capitured,.
Second gun of the section held enemy off until 0500 when enemy foot troops forced
them to shandon gune

On 17 December enemy continued move West, First Platoon, Company "3%, continu-
ed to hold position vicinity ECCKCLIZ with Battery W"C®, 109th F.4., and holding
their own agsinst enemy infantry. Third plgtoon, Compeny WB#, fired with two
remgining guns on enemy tanks and vehicles attacking the lst Battalion, 110th
Infantry, One gun (3B) knocked ocut by direct fire. With the aid of four U.S. tanks
one gun, captured the night before by the Germans, was taken from the enemy at
HUPPENDAIGE gnd placed in position vicinity URSPELT to fire on tanks attscking
RIULER, Two guns, second platoon, Company YEW, in MUNSELUSIN continued to hold
their positicn with enemy foot troops attempting to cut road behind them, The other
section, 2B, was pubt in position near ESELBORN, overlooking CLERF, During day 1B
forced to withdraw from BOCKHCLIZ with artillery battery end fought way out as
German infantry commanded road leading to WILWERILIZ. One section went into posit-
ion on high ground behind WILWERWILTZ; the other on the high ground above DRAUFFEL. .
Company . "B% C,F, remegined at MISCHERANGE until it had no friendly vmits and moved
to KN4APOSCEELD.

" During morning 17 December one gun, 24, overrun by enemy infantry viciniiy
EPYELDORF, snd three remsining guns moved North to protect road net at KAUTENBACK,
taking up positions at F765516, No friendly units contacted in area. First
Platoon, Company Ma%, occupied positions near BASTENDORF and third platoorn occupied

positions vicinity BRANDENBURG,. »
' Company “CW occupied positions in sector of 112th Infantry., Contact with
Company losts

During night 17-18 December one section 1A and one section 34 moved North
to gtrengthen defenses of WILTZ., Section of 14 took wp position at F727555.
Section of 34 occuplied positions vicinity P744525. ,

At 170400 the first platoon, Compeny "B®, was forced bty eremy foot troops to
vwiithdrgw and were ordered to high ground vicinity ESCHWEILER to defend WILTZ. The
two guns 6f the secord platoon were ordered to move to road junction near
HAMVILLE after being forced out of position at ESELEORN. by enemy infantry. No
word from other section of 2B but reported to be holding out at MUNSHAUSEN, :

At 180500 infantry support of 3B was gone and at 0530 the remaining two guns
were attacked-and overrun, During days 16~17 December this platoon knocked out
1/ Germen tanks, 1 8&m/m SP gun, several genersl purpose vehicles and about 300
enemy infantry..

During morning 18 December section of 34 vicinity MERKOLS improved position.
R4 moved to NOCHER to defend roads leading to Bast and South. Aapproximately 100
infantry-men of 3rd Battalion, 110th Infanitry, contacted and group coordinated
activities, ‘

4t 180830, Battzlion C.0. was called to 28th Infantry Division C.P. at WILTZ
- and given duty of coordinating anti-tank defense of that areae. ’

4t 180900 one section of 1B moved to posgition vicinity DERENBACH; the other
section remgining in position vicinity ESCHWEILER, 4t 1200 section of 2B moved
from HAMIVILIE into WILTZ, taking up positions there,.
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During morning 18 December battalion CF and rear echelon def§nded KiWAPOSCHEID,
Enemy patrol fired on, one wounded. Later, enemy machine gun in v1l%age knocksd
oute 4t 1330 C.F. Group withdrew, but encountered enemy armored vehicles at
BRACKINBACK, and C.F. Group moved toward HAMIVILLE. Due to enemy encirclement
vehicles had to be absndoned end C.F. Group moved on foot to LONGVILLI, contacting
elements of 9th Armored Division there.

During afternoon of 12 Decsmber, section of 34 moved into WILTZ taking up
position at P703532, guarding approaches from SiW. . )

One section, 14, and one section, 34 supported 109th Infantry during daye
The section of 14 NW of WILTZ was overrun during day by enemy infantry,

4t 183400 the two guns of 1B near LSCHWEILER were attacked by German infentry,
but, determined to hold their positions, the guns took the enemy mder direct
B and machine sun fire and succeeded in bregking up first attack by killing over
100 enemy, 4t 1500 this section was forced by flanking fire to destroy their guns
and drop back on foot as they had no infantry support. 4t 1700 the section of 1B
at DERENBACH was attacked by tanks with infantry riding on them, and, by suprise
fire at a range of 400 yards destroyed 1 lMark V tank and the infantry riding on it.
This forcel the others to drop back, but dismounted enemy overran the firgt gun
and the second was attempting to change its direction of fire when a tank Imocked
ot its prime mover, The second gun wae then overrun,.

The gection of 2B at MINBH.USEN was overrun gbout 181800, One gun wags lnocke-
ed out and the other still firing. No results known,

During dsys 17-1¢ December the second reconnaissznce rlatoon performed
reconnaisgsance and contget missions.

On. the morning of 19 December 3rd platoon, Company "4M, working with elements
of 3rd Battalion, 110th Infantry, sent out scouting parties, and then moved to
RJ at F730512. 4t 1200 group moved to vicinity ROULLINGEN (2 guns at P700522 and
1 gun at ¥705528), OGun positions dug by 1330 and defense coordingted with infantrwy
During afterncon enemy tanks and infantry attacked WILTZ from WOCHER. Znemy was
allowed to approach position ané point of enemy killed by small arms fire, Three
inch guns opened fire when enemy tenkeg, halftracks and personnel were in open
negring positions. Six enemy tanks and four halftracks were kuown to be knocked
out, with number of infantry killed, Hnemy infantry ettacking from woods fired
upon with direct HE fire, 4fter the guns of Sgt. LUZNAR had expended all its
ammmition, Sgt. LUZN4AR end two members of his crew went to the next gun section
and, glthough they were under direct small grms and machine gun fire during the
operation, carried three inch ammunition from the other section to their own gun.
These guns continued firing (much of which was at infantry at close range) until
they had expended all their smmmition., One sun knocked out, The members of the
gun crew then fought with their small arms and machine guns, FPvit, HERPERT
WILLi4iiS, noticing enemy foot troops nearing the positions from gn unprotected ares
removed z cals «20 machine gun from its mount and holding it in his arms, and
while in an exposed position, fired on the enemy, bresking up their attack. Fvt,
AILLIANS then moved from place to place in the village, firinc from each ~ some=
times g building, at other times a position of little cover. By his moving the

gun from place to place, the enemy was led to believe the force in the village
was nuch larger than it wase

-'3 e

YODEIDENIIAL



CONZIDEEILIAL

(Operations of 630th Tank Destroyer Bn, Feriod 16 Dec 44 1o 4 Jan 45, (Conttd)

The zun of 34 located at F705528 moved out ground L1700 with elements of
687th F.4e (according to plsn), and, when the artillery again went into position
the gun took up an anti-tank position. However, around 2300 enemy tanks and
infantry overrszn the area and the crew had to gbandon the gum, The sergeant, fir-
ing g machine gun he held in his hsnds, killed a large number of infantry before
1z:xving the position.

The crews of the two guns of 34 at ROULLINGEN remained in position until
irifantry wes notified to withdraw (around 192030). The remaining gun (one had
been knocked out ) was exposed to direct fire of the enemy., However, rather than
lezve it, the halftrack was pulled up to a protected position and Pvi, WILLISHS
volunteered to tske the winch cable end attach it to the gun, He did thie while
exposed to fire, By this means the gun was removed, During this time the enemy
was surrounding the position snd estsblished a road block at OR at P669513, The
platoon commander took a halfirack and attempted to bresk through the block . The
halftrack wae hit but continued on the road toward BaSTOGNE. However, it soon rgn
into an enemy tenk which knocked out the wehicle and the crew proceeded on feet.
The remginded of the group seeing what had hgppened to the lead vehicle, remgined
at the RJ, Enemy tanks and infentry later overrsn the position and the crews
started ocut on foot,

The section of 34 at WILTZ and other guns there were ordered to leave the
area at 192100 and crews left on foot after destroying guns,

One section, 14, end one section 34, supporting 109th Infantry displaced with
Infantry to south,

On 19 December Company "C® destroyed three enemy Ik V tanks and 1 SF 88m/m
gun, High explosive shells fired on enemy foottroops and 71 rounds 4PC fired on
enemy armored elements,

During day 19 December, elements of Bn C.P. and rear echelon and Company B2
Hegdquarters, lst and 3rd platoons assembled at P467520, 1 mile South of MORHET,
Company "B® sghort all guns. 28th Division C.P. contacted at SIBRET. Second
Reconnaissgnce Flatoon reported in at 1400 to get ammmition for guns in WILTZ.
4t 2200 platoon led column of 28th Divigion towsrd WILTZ but encountered enemy
vicinity HOLLANGE. Column returned %o Division at 201100, reconngissance platoon
returmming 1o bgttalion,

On 19 December Company "CM destroyed three enemy Mk V tankes and 1 SP &8m/m
gun,

During day 20 December dsfense orgsnized ground RJ at PAT735L, with elements
of battalion,

On 20 December platoons of Company "CW displaced and formed perimeter
defense of HULDANGE, PFire dirscted on enemy foot troopse.

4t 210400 ensmy attzcked CR held by Bn C.P. and Company WE® using infantry
anc tanks. ZIlements gt CR forced to withdraw, Cne 44 gun on g ik III tenk
chassis knocked out by bgrmooka and one cargo truck knocked out by mines, Hlements
of Battalion gathered together during morning 21 December and, by VILII Corps
order, plsced under operational control of 7th TD Group tc defend RECOGHE =
LIBRAMONT road nets Positions dug-in Igst of LIBRAVONT bub at 2100 all elements
moved to temporery area West of RECOGNE. 4t 221000 7th TD Group plus battalion
clements moved to CR at PR52465 and prepared defense positions, Groups sent to
RECOGNE and LIER4WONT ae security for Company WB®, &02nd TD En, Defense continued
vntil 241200, Patrols sent out to MAISSIN -~ LUBINE- WELLIN,
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On 21 December Compeny BC¥ captured onc enemy staff car and destroyed one
enemy supply truck and one motorcycle., Iwo enemy officers and two men killed.
Flgtoons held positions in perimeter defense of DLILER.

On 22 Decermber Company “o# engaged enemy in small arms fighte Logses inflict-
ed unknown, Company fired four rounds unobserved fire on enemy tanks reported in
woodse Flatoon continued defense of BrlLER,

On 23 December Company MG® displaced and set up perimeter defense of
HOGERY .

On 23 December Comgany "al C.FP. wes at VICHTEN (F756349)., Four remsining
guns were in direct fire position vieinity HERZLIG (P7273%8) 41 rounds HE fired
direct at persomnel, 145 enemy estimeted killed, 4t 231900 Coaspany (-) moved to
assenbly area st SCHEONWEILIR (863350},

At 241230 7th T.D. Group plus 630th TD Bn elements moved back to LiRRAMONT
and set up security for night., Fatrols of second reconnaissance platoen sent to
Northwest, S8ix towed guns receiveds

Company Yal G.F. on 24 December was at STEGEN (874278). Guns were moved into
direct fire positions protecting rizht flank of 109th RCT along line STEGEN -
MULSTROF o , i

On 24 December Company WG C.F. located at VAUXHAVANNE (P549912).

at 251200 Company "B¥ with six towed guns and persomnel of the Headquarters
Company and stragglers from Companies 14" and MO moved to RECOGHE end established
defense of that road intersection. Second reconngissance platoon continued contact
mission to Northwest.

Guns of Company MA" were placed in indirect fire positions 25 December
vicinity STRGEN (868272), supporiting 107th F.d. Bn.. Sixty-five rounds HE expended.

Cempany YCM C.P. located at HARRE (F522967).

Fosition of Company WBW improved 26 December 1944. Reconnzissgnce continued.
4t 1515 enemy aircraft bombed 7th T.D. Group injuring 2 officers and eight men of

Guns of Company Yal, tied in with 107th F.4. Bn, 26 December 1944, expended
284 rounds HE,
Company "G C.P. located at LANDRECY (P484035) on 26 December.
4t 271300 Company “B¥ received four MIO's tank destroyers and these were
vlaced in reserve st RICOGNZS. At 1000 7th T.D. Group (plus elements of 630th TD
Bn) placed uxcer operstional control of 28th Infantry Division. At 1230 630%h TD
slements given migsion of forming screen to Nerth and Northwest of RECOGNE, as
well gs defense of rogd intersection itself,
On 27 December Company Ma¥ continued indirect fire with four guns in action,
162 rounds expended. Credit for all indirect fire was 1 bettery of HD artillery,
2 cargo trucks, L CeFe, 1 OuFes 41 1000 moved from STEGEN to assembly srea at
COLiaR (8R0355); and then to WauhIFONTAINE (515292) with 109th Infantry RCT,
arriving at 2200,
(On 27 December Compeny WCH located vicinity LaNDERLY (484035) rsorganizing
anG reequipping. Compeny "OW credited with four other tanke during period.
4t 281400 7th TD Group (plus 630th TD elements) placed under operstionsl
control of 10Sth Infentry, which hed mission of defending LIBR4MONT -~ RECOGNE road
intersection, Regiment begen arriving in arez at 1500,
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On 28 December Company M4¥ supported 28th Infgntry Division in ID defense of
NEUFCH&TEWU. Guns plsced in position covering roads from North, East and North-
weets Replacement guns received, '

At 281730 Company “CM displaced to IXIER (vP467005) at 1730, and took up
T.D, defeuse in support of 112th Infantry RCT.

On 29 December positions of guns of Company "BY improved and coordinated
with infantry., 4t 2100 hours two M1Ct!s moved to LIBRAMONT; 2 to PRESSEY, Field
Orders received attaching 620th T.D, Bn., to 28th Infantry Division; mission un=
changed,

Company Ma' continued defense of NEUFCHATEAU.

On 29 December Compeny "C" displaced to MORVONTE (vE255940) and took up 1D
defense in support of 112th RCT.

On 30 December Compzny "CW continued ID defense of ICRUMONTH with RCT,

4t 301000 two MIO!'s moved to roadblock of 109th Infantry N of RaCOGEE.
Reconnaissance putrols contacted 87th Infantry Division,.

At 311200 units were continuing on missions given above,

During 1= Jenuary units continued on mission above, Battalion detached
from 28th Infantry Division and sttached to 17th 4irborne Division, Flans made
for movement into line with Compzny %a® gupporting 513th Par Regt and Compeny "B@
supporting 194th Glider Infantry Regt,

Total damage inflicted on enemy during periocd 16-31 December, as far as can
Le obtained (results of some guns unknown) was as followss

@+ Destroyed:
Tanke
&4 gun in Mk III chassis
SP 88m/m gun
Halftrack
General purpose Vehicles
Btry. /D artillery
motorcycle
Machine gun nests
C.P.
OJFe
be Caplured:
Staff car
Prisoners
c. ZEnemy killed:
Bstimsted over 1000
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