


- g hanrad on Celruary 15th, whon 35 onlistod nen war: asaliowd to the ™
attalion Yy Mviaion loadquartvre. ‘hese roplacessato vore rcoent arrivals ‘
spom tho miled Jtaloes, arriving in iustralla during thwnaat monthe Thess
o1 wore thom asaigned to ooapanies witWln ithe atialion on-February 22d.
a0 night aoapags=road warches for traiming wore held fras 1900L hours to
29001, hours on ‘obrusry 11th end 18th, distance travelled approxindtely Boven
.olles. On the might of February 26th, all tatlalion persoruviel witnegded the
diwing of Treining Filus on Socurlty and ﬂ.uloairq of !&ntu'sj‘q‘fomﬁm
14 sddition was shown a full-length feature film, "Fostlight Sorenade®. The
~attalion Opon=Alre Thogter proved & success, and all non wore entiuissd, The
training for tho month ircluded all cospenies partlclpating in polng through
the combat range, in vhich live ws mnition wag used. Ihis obohal rangs hed
tesn laid ot and constructed by personnol of the ..aflallien Noscumissance
Conpany. The strength of the Battallon ag of Fetrugry 20U was %6 officers,
1 ‘‘arrant Offieer Junior Orado, and 772 onlistod mety saino Jor the month
*eing 38 and looses 11, | .

On March lat, a ohange of command waa effocled whran lalore=Coneral ¥illiom -

7. 0111 afmeed coumand of the 32d Infantry fivieions This incidont affocted
the "attalion irammch ag the N'attalion e a.iachaod Lo tke 528 Infantry
Nviaton. On ilarech 4th, the &5 onliated zen (2 of vhich v-rc then elek in the
1554h Station fospdtal, AT 923) were dotashod from Lho .attalion to Join their
undt as the 128th Infantry had roturned Trom their reot orca. On l'arch 6th
all Pattalion pernomel attonied en address 'y the na Uaywnding Cenmsrel of
the Mvieixwi at Table fowle On arch Jth, & nev truining prograd was Inltiatsd
with gemaral tasic trainming for ali personncl under grograa loid out by Tralaing
Mrectiva 1o, 1, ilcadquarters I Corpes <his included all ario fnotruoction and ™
firing comrenaing the last wack of the momth, On lorch 11th, the Pattalion )
Cozunigations Of-dcer with four ealisted nen wero tranalerrod to the lat 3ignel
"otastment, 150th Jaubdt Tema. ‘hilo om March 15th, 4ie rattalion Parsormol

OfPlcor was translarrad tp leadquarters 324 Infantry Uvieion, the ndjutant

aseming also the duties of the Pareornel (£rishr until anrdl 14%, dt which

tine offiocor roplacemnnte wers received, On the evoulng of 'arch 17th, a

Training "ilw on *Identification of Adrcraft” was shown pluo a featurs novie,

""ying Tigers", in the “attalion eater, On larch 3rd, lre strength of the
Tattalion was inareased with the adiition of 29 replassirents uhich were assignod

to cananien 4:rzediataely. Other replacemonts furing the month insluded five
nien on the 7ih, Sourtsen men an tho 12th, eighi rssn on tho 15th, ono man on the
27th, and tuo mon on tho thifitieth, Jtrength of tho Dattallon as of larch Slat

‘wus 34 Offleerc, 1 ‘arvamt Offlcer Junior irada; and 820 eniisted meny loes of

2 afioors ~irlug the month and looc of 10 onlisted wun wi.h zalns of 99 onlisted
100,

On /-rii lst, ‘he Sattalion olriser narsoritel wus Ur st up to /0 strongth
whon five Tocund Lisutensnts, recent roduntds 6f thc fouthr.st-"osific .rea
J00icers' lsndidats ohool, were nopicaed to te attalions “nanrdl Jth, these
o!Y'icare wire asnalgmned to ‘uties in “endquarieors Jompasy. (n april 24, the
firet oontinsut of attalfon nersonnol to attend an Ufilocore' Jandidate &chool
in the Soatdmect-Tacille Arca ware sont t2 the sthool, oiz mon toing. trarmCerred
to the ochoo! .k “amp Jolunbis. “Ufective the 2d, tho “attalion was attachod
to the %2d ° Pantry ivieion Artilloxy for supervision o' ir.ining, supply and
d1sainlincg alro on tho 2d, a progrms was hezun Zor Lmravs -ont of l'attalion /4
Area uad vt Llitation of 4he organization arenn, inslufin: conetyruotion of ‘
emnany rtroec's.



yprea Ameny o1h. ) 10th, Siring of all ar.ig wis oom‘nwtodg .'~r,1u G ol3. cad
:\utmai.!.o. 'T.I.'JQS 3.1'10, om anl end o}o Qd W‘llm undy 'P m}‘.-gmd!hrb .
gms, 6l Tham Sundl, . On Apell 10th and 17¢h, Tattalion m worp' owiudtod
on tho bnsia Ipvining emiplatod during the 'n'cv}malforftq 3% weaka, Ath
favorable rosuita, On t-pr:.& uh,the canpantod coupe}.uf tn Jandm ‘ri.rhg;,
witk leadquarberd Qanpany ring the highasty sverago. deoi ;1-0 buvl.np, ,
tho xpriddng agad Wil tha highoot €oord,, “n ADEAY gth., -
parapnmlutwl‘:atqqzwbmdw\o o fastar sunday )
‘the mviqior. “hooter area, torviceo huving teon coordi.ne.tqd fr au B

: ar all, porvonvol of. the, Mylalon, . L0:{aeng! hngpg .
a\ nd a,wnn' mrlwg‘m“b«mmd dusfng the mongh of, ansil. . Hmangth d"t.bo

attalion no off iprt) 30b: vaa 59 ofilaern, 1. Karmad ofijaor, J;g:o; u.racbo

cu! 790 anliciad tenp, gn.in oft G ofLcard and 16ad of 3XI. of oted e

. On iy 3& ﬁm Attaﬁm etrength: ‘uas’ “inoreasce vli.h tho aﬁi af.a
r‘lmt 14ybomank Wha. vaa. dmmedlately esuigned, 8 ening, udquh o o'lv

s trainfdg nrogrg, in the firln; ocuponid logon to teim & towapd
“anl ‘nstroyor Tectias, tho teairdng progroes Lrsluddy’ vardoug £{a1d mb;m
both dey end m;)zt.. On .oy 29th, the Uiviaion utlish.d thg oler opesllying

in ypllor: fran oottona t.o woolana, with all oo%.ham cir,; ‘opaned,

meatly waoknd w/oy in larracts lLoge. 'iloo on thia dato, tho. :fat.ni.l
alsting of 5 pnl,l,opod pon of Cospery "C", Cargadorae vapuy Tos the m Ih-
Sartry R..‘u, Shere arty, . dom"..cu? yon S Jetlo o“.rcd&c Jor fapalkioun ..
“rodning at Osmn iunanda, near loucastlop New South “aloa, Uther changes In
officer paroomal for the month wero tho lose of one Gantaln Lrahilorrad to the
424 Senarad Nesrital, U 935, on the 12th, and the addliden 92, m‘a ain
asnigned o A,la -a.ta.l!.ou on ho 25:-6. The naptd, ol ny eortod . thg Huon
of laawos ond Curiengha, all oligiile moml bav...n; roavived @ q or,
Horlough, Ltropgth of the Dattalion as o Hay. Slet. yaa 10 offiaars, 1 sapyent
orficer Junior mao. and 793, onlisted ~eny zuiu o1 oiThour o.rx! i.ndme o3
M e« 1 . ) H RIS B 4 Ly .

Gn Snne Yot ‘all noruzwcl of 'he . a.ttalim wrers !.o..mm. Lha ma ;
oitdo Tuttor Rilhon, anc alco an .uatralian itlodn ou'aém ?-’ool., Aotlpbna
por enliotnd can .and. 75’ couporis nor aficar. oloc O o 128y, ber
v Liftorn enlisted pon of Sompasyy "C" doperted Yy iotor oérwoy wdth the
120th Tlold irbillary Cattalior enro.to to vewn »unmdl, n*:u' ’qmtiu ‘v
South ..aloe. Qo mw.m«m rainin: Jenter. Cno '‘ayrant & oo,y Junlor
‘zwada, the altalion lotor ficer, wvas ironaferrod to tiz 11 mﬁhﬂom
‘ettalion or the lat, .he 2J and 3¢ of Jumo wers apont ih or Lor
movement, of uenpery "Ce ond nlatoon of “ecommiseance Jonpiiy, 380 nlisbod
non o .cu..u.:artnm Saapany, aad § won £rom Mo ogleal otachoent, tn addition
to gno élaf? Illear, 2 alfiocars frau llvad uartors . Jannug, 8 offloer {ro
Joapany 'y 2 o’iserg Jron ooonnaln onge vonpaws and one o.Tlcer frcn tho
Jedlonl c‘tmms. Wy 00 um'wm offioora, .'or iho Gy Lous. T
Jebers tha ramalader of thwe ‘atdalion ooaiiruod e ik rt.s,..-u.. ttbo&.ﬁ.e
Jare lthy bia &F3up cenartad by troop tzuin Jrom Jmop un..lc v richane t.o

oweastlc, sev noutht (nlos, on June )th. prococdliyg to ° lvn".tw ArGR, TWAY
.olm‘c ay, m@ vunnada, v South alas. Anddtious r,.\r.lx\. inoludad
Lagturoticn ii yondling of egrali loatae, worldng with loviing crafis, use of
landing nols. oi ho auctrulion dip, TG m‘, U, ur.lo.d).‘ 5 n. loats and
ngtal Waking o duepa, a..rudilon, relione, ma.. en ol ’-.dlirc
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mlies, all the duties of e Cargadore Compary for the 126th Infemtry R.C.T.
re Party. This training period contimued during the remsinder. of the month
extonded into the following month. On June 10th, 'the Battalion was unattec! )

from 324 Divislion Artillery for training, supply and disoiplines, and returned to
complete control and supervision of Headquertors 32d Infentry Division, On June
18th, the Battalion was visited by the Cormanding General, whioh ‘included in- -
spaotion of the Battslion Installations; while on the 23rd, wn inspection of the
Bsttalion wag conducted by the Commianding Genersl, ICorps, sccoxpanied by the
Division Comauder and Assistent Division Commender, with satisfactory results.
Or June 18th, ths Battalion received snother honor when the Battalion Besketball
Tean was gwarded the Championship of ths Brisbans Area in a tournsment conduoted
by the Base Beotion Mo. 3 Bpecisl Jervices Seation, when the teom defeatéd the
runners-up, Chsmical: Narfare Team of Bage Seotion ¥o. 3 by the score of 64 o
29, at the Bribane City n.n On June 13th, the Battalion Dentist was trsns-
ferrod to the ‘113th Cavslry, AFO 923, ' The third. loss of officer persornel for
ths month cocurred-on the Gth with the trensfer of one Captain ¢to Eesdquarters
324 Infantry Division. On June 20th, a change in duty sssigmeent of offiocers
wes made within the Battalion,' the chief change being the assignmeut of & new
Coxtmunioations Officer. A Battalion Field Problem was conducted from June 30th
%o July 2d, with all persomnel being returned to base osmp on the night of the
30th for tlis purpose of witnessing the showing of the Intelligence Pilm “Next
of Xin" and alsc recéiving the pay for the month; et the oonolusion thereof, all
persommel wore returnsd to the field bivouso sree. Strength of the Bettalion
es of June 30th was 38 offioers end 767 enlisted men, s loss of two otﬁ.om.
one #arrant 0fficer Junior Ondo. und 6 enlisted men for the mnth. C

- Om July 24, the Btttauon ornoor porsonnel was increased with. tho addition

of one offiger who was imsediately appointed Battalion Motor Officer. However, M

this gain of one officer was soon after supplented with the first loss of en |

offioer by death overseas and aleo was the first loss of an officer by death

since the sotivation of the Battalion. The death of this offiocer who was the

. Battalion 8-3 ocourred on July 7T$h, On July 3rd, the second contingent of Battaliocn

personnel accepted for Officers' Candidate Training was transferred to the Officers'

Candidate School; this consisted of 10 men, of which 3 men were returned to the

Battalion on August 12th having failed to pass the course. All members of the

first contingent were successful in geining the bara snd comiasion of Second

Lieutonsnt in the Amy of the United States. On July 8th, all Battalion

Zorloml attagchsd to the 126th Infantry R C.T. Shore Party on Asphibious Train-
returnsd to duty at Cemp Cable, having returned via Australisn Army Convoy

fron Cemp Bunanda to Stockton, e distanoe of 34 miles, then via ferry to Hewcastle

end train ¢to Brisbane to Cemp Cable; distance from Newcastle to Camp Cable being

464 miles, On July 3d, 3d, und 6th, and 6th, advence details of Compeuy B sud

including several members of Headquarters Coupany snd Reconnaissance Compeny

attached, deperted from Camp Cable enrcute to the amphidious Training Center at

Cemp Bunende, near Newoastle, New South Wales. Persomnel of these groups in

eddition to the main body of Battelion persomnel to follow shortly comprised

the Cargadore Compsny for the 127th Infantry B.C.T. Shore Party. Uhe 6th and

6th of July were spent in preparstion for movement of Company B, on platoon of

Peconneissence Company, 12 enlisted men of Hsedquarters Company, and 6 enlisted

men from the edical Detachment, in addition to one Staff Officer, 3 officers

from Hsadquarters Company, 3 offiocers from Recomnsissance Company, and the

Compeny B officors, for the Amphibious Training Center; the remainder of the .

Battalion contimued on the regular schedule . Cn July 7th, this group departed )



. troob train Tros: cams lablo to ‘rishenc to vowcastle, .o% Jouth Walose,

@i - uly 8th, nrocanding to tivonao aroq near .olson's ey, ‘smp Bunanda,

vy South “aled, Amphibicse Training inelndod {natruction ir hendling of
aneanlt hoatn, working with landin orafite, use of landing nets, on the
avstralian Ship, ¥1a8 astralia, tnlosding of toats ard eatarlimshing of
Mmne, swamltion, rutions, oto., on heeochen, handling of wirlino,; all

tho duties of 4 CArgadsre Compay for the 127th Infantry R0.T. Shore Farty,
This training peried cortimed during the remeinder off tho nonth ﬁ éxtonded
into the follewiny wonth, Mn July 9th, ochanges were wade in the Fettalion
Of¢tesr NMergonnsl with the reasaigment of Rattalion and Corpayy off'ioere,
Fren. July 164h to 18th, all mentara of the Rattalion who had heen' fenbors ‘of
tho 126th Infantey R.C.T, Shore “arty wore swerded forty-elghd hour passes
as por Mvicion order. (m IV1y 19th, 0th, and 21st, a totul-of eno offiver
(Rattalion ‘otor 0fficar) and 13 enlisted wen from the Battnliien were nlaced
on Metaochod Servide with the 520%d Provieional Truek Battulion,.a now unit
oomnased of Tivigion narsormel. On the 22nd; a new Fattalion Motor Offiocer
wao appointed. Prom July 26th to 20th, a fattalion flold exeroiso was held
which ineluded all rersonne) (loas raanr ochelon parsonnel who remained at
tage omnp). .During the exwroiss, a mook alr attaoclk hy four i sBs Pe38'0 waw
coordinated in the Sraining with ns oaanaltios auffnroed. On the lbst day of
this exorcies, thin groun of nersormnl witnesand a demonstration of the

uad and 1a-~Ing of Amphitloue “uartar-Ton Vshialen in wator. Steength of the
“attalion as of ,July 3lat wan 3° ofTicors and- 775 enlisted ncn, o les

of 14 enlistod =an for ¢he memth. ) :

On Aursust 24, one enlistod man of thebattalion was traneferred to Alr
ferna for P1ight Oadet Tralninz in the ‘mited tates, this *oing the first
ones of thip matura. This soldier vas the envy of the entrie tattealion at
teine Fortumate-enoagh t0 20 hack to tho United Btatos for i{Me tradining.

Prom Auguet 8d to Ausuet 5th, advance deteilo composted of vyreonnel- £rom
Readquarters Jomary, oupauy ', Ieoormeinsanco Coupany, end iodical etachaent,
wentars of 127%h Infantry R.C.T. hore ™rty, returned from the Anp%idioue
Pradning fenter to duty at Jemp Os-1e; on the 64h, the main %ody poturned.
Thia groun raturnsd vie the emme routs as 7o vany J in month of Suly, ard wes
aleo svarded forty-sight hour nassee for memhers of the 127th Infantry R.CeTe
shore Marty. On Aurust 34, 7th, and Ath, sdvence deteils o Yonmory A and
inoluding e~rversl rmentors of Waadouartsre Connmy and Recomniesanse Company
at<achad, 2ewnrted “ro3 Ceno Jatle anroste to the Ammbibvio e Training Sentor
at Serp “unanda, uwear "evonstla, Now So th ales. "areomnol of these grouns
in adéition to tha main *ody of "attaslion nersonnel 10 follaow shortl: aeacpriend
“he Tarzedors Jem ny for the 136th Inlamyy R¢1,Te Shore ‘azty. The Tth a.d
Agh of Aot wer~ shent in nrevaration for .ove-ent of Comnny 4, one plateoon
of Hesormalzmance Jomrrmy, 20 enlisted man of iedldeuartors SompALY, and § on-
11gtnd man "rom tte adienl Tetachrorty in ad’ition to one Jteff O2ficor, 2
of"leors from ilna tsartors omvany, 3 o'ficore ra “egonnalesnice lonvany,
onn o flaer fro tha “edien! ‘atachmont, nnd the Jjanwany o!'t*inare, Por

thq Amtitioia Freinine Oertaer; tho re:ainder of the atta!lo contimed on
thn perolar schadula.  On auust §th, thle group dennrtad 'v troop train Crom
Sham Javle to rishane to ‘miaastle, ew .outh talas, on s ~1etl0th, nro-
ceadiny 40 Fivome area neAr Velaon's “ay, Oarn '"iasnda, 'iw Sorth tales.
Amnritiong Tradniar trali2ed instruction in hanmdiin: of anz-:1t Yoats, workin-
the laiinn aratts, uee o' lan?iny netn on the aunstralian “Piloe TOAS basteelia
a+d ‘aoorw, unioadin: of “onta en? estn’lliohine of I mne, o unition, ratlomn,









After this distribution wos made, lesdquerters Company .consisted of 37 en-
listed men and 3 officers, howevor,  this number of officers was further out ™
down when the Battalion Motor Officer wes placed on.Special Duly with Company '
B on October 4th, and.on the llth, when the Battalion<Psrsonnel Officer wasg
transferred % the 166th Station Fospital, near Tembourine, Queensland. Qfficer
persornel was distributed as follows: 2 Headquerters Gompsay officers plsoed
on 8pecial Duty with Cospeny A, 2 Btaff Officers and 1 Hesdquarters Company’ -
affioer plased on Speofal Duty with Company O, end 1. Staff efficer and 1.Head-
quarters Company offider placed on Special Duty with Rscommaissance.Compsny.

The medical Ditachmant was also Foduoed womewhat when two ‘eldetion were placed

on SpeS{ul Duty with each'of the R.C.T. compsnies, On thNe:lst and 2d, ‘persomel
fired the .30 cal and .50 cel meohine guns, also the:,dS ohl ‘Substsachine ‘guns,
.ahd Company B fired the 3-inoch guns mounted on tho Tank'Destroyeis. On-the 24
the third contingent of Battalion’ personnel “(corisiéting of 3 enlistéd men this
tins) seléated for Officers' Candidete Sohoo) way tiansferied fo ‘the Scutlwest-
Pacific Area Officers' Candidate 8chool at Camp Columbia, mesr Brisbane. From
Qotober 34 to, 10th, all Battelion personnel were engeged iii preperatidn- for

the imminéat permanent ohange of station; in eddition to tiis eamp preparation,
dook details for loadiig of 'the ship were furnidhéd. ~:Yn'October 8th; one of

The Headqiarters Compény officers placed on Spéoisl Duty with Company A -was’
relisved of that Special Duty and placed on Bpesial Duty with Coxpany B. The
weekeend of Ootober 9th - 10th was to.be the lass of the:very populsr.recreation-
al conwys to Brisbané and Coolangatts, Queenslmmd;.for the present.casupetion
of Cemp Cable, ' On the llth, the Battalion roceived 41 "last mimate". replase~
ments prior tc™the evacustion of' Camp Csble, this bringing the Battalion.
strength abéve T/0 strength-for the'first time, Alys oa. the 11 prior to -
final d@&roj;of' the remsining Battslion porstnnel, &xvluwive of -the R.G.T, /™
gompanies and attached personnel, those Personnel hospitalised wio ‘wiuld ‘not be
able to leave with the Battdlion were transferred ‘toi thé Detaoment 6 Patiants -
1634 gtation Bospital, near Southport, Queenslahd, snd the 105th Generel :
Hospital, near Gatton, Queensland. These transfers. include | ‘oné officer and

10 enlisted men. On the night of 1lth, the Battalion, donsisting of Hoad-

quartors Company, Cowpasy B, and Modical Detgciment (less sdvanep loeding de-
teils already at the dock) departed from Camp Cable By troop trein to Pinkenbe
Wharf in Brisbane., Loading of personnel began at 0245L snd con mied until ©

O40GL on the U.S. Vietory Ship, SSRP darmer. The Batbelfon Comider was the
Commandor of Troops aboard ship, persounel numbering &8 officers and 773 enlisted
men, inoluding the Battallon personnel; this shipnent was known as Bhipment 922,
The ship pulled mwey from Pinkenba Wharf at 1027L, - on' the 12th in convoy, The
first prmotice drill was oslled at 1147L, and anchor was dropped at 1505L.

After 2§ hours, the ship atarted egain st 1732L. On ths 13th, a Training
schedule was initiated for the troops during the periods of tha day.from 1000L
to 1200L and from 1300L“to 1600L. This program inoluded istruction in care

of equipment, olesning and oare of weepons, medical oare nebessary in the
tropioul jungles, snd physical exeroises. The Battslion Ad utant was.the Ship's
Adjutent end supervised the detail .roster, sess: situation, sanitery measures

nsoded to protect the men'e health, A plane- tting datall was organized
sboard ship for lookoute in addition to the ship's crew. Oh Ootober 13th, the

Division Surizon gave instructions on the use of atabrine ih. combating malaria,
and on this date the Battalion perscanel ocommenced to take one pill each dgy.

Un the l4th, lend was sighted in the esrly morning end at 0946L, the ship stopped -
off &t Gladstone, where four Australimn Kavy Men were transferred to small oraft/
and the trip wes rosumed immediately. Commencing the afteruoon of the l4th, end

on board ship @ news bulletin was published, being composed from news ploked












