B O COMPANY B WCV/aim
i 652nd TANK DESTEOYER BATTALION .
AFO T2

_ 7 December 1944

EEPORT AFTER ACTION

For period 23 September 1944 to 1 December 1944, inclusive.

Mapst Centrsl Philippines 1/260,000, Series of Special Maps, Leyte 1/50,000,

l. a. Neme of(;)%‘mn ASCOM TASX FOERCE
b. s Usedt
““BIEEY - let Cavalry Division SABDIE - lst Cavalry Brigade
SHRAPERL - 1st Cavalry Div, Arty. SWORD - 12th Cavalry Regt.
STABIE - 5th Cavalry Regiment SILUGGER - 44th Tank Battalion.
- DOVER « X Corps - STUCCO - 82nd Field Artillery.
JOVER - 652nd Temk Destroyer Battalion.

o. Nature of Operstioms Direet support of the lst Cavalry Division.

2 % General Missions: Patrols, towa gerriscns uul one reinforcing artillery
o . nission,

b ocific Missions:
m!!‘m « Sent & meumted pttrol u R. J. (1358,3-1362.3)
to recommoiter repo iyl jeep comstructed road to

Bitions and amount of work

o necessery to meke ‘unblo.
24 Coetober 1944 - Ooccupy perimeter of Ijh Cavalry om Hill 1300 and
establigh listening
NMIM-IOrﬁm-dum rrisoned towa of SANTA MR

and patrolled vicinigk
zzmxm-h patrel wire from &

26 November 1044 - One pleteen reinforcing srtillery MM tire
. ; mission wsing air ebservation.
3. Identity of Feres: Oompeany "B" 632md Tank Destreyer Battaliom. nn-
CoT . . Srength, 6 Officers, 120 Emlisted Nen.
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)'lron AFTER ACTION: (Comtimued)

ROSTER OF OFFICRES

Captain PRANCIS B. LANG 0401073
lst Lt. RANDOLPH V. FOSTBR 0451595
1st Lt, WALTER C. VERLANDER 0397921
1st Lt, KENNETH A. HALLEAD 02034877
1st Lt, ROGER M. BERCAN 01822318
2nd Lt, BUBERr 8. FOUSE 01686322

Character of Hostile Opposition:

Lessons learned:
e

b.
Data of Value:

Operating in this area where terrsin is soft all move-
ment should be accompained by 2 D-8 tractors w/winches
to belp destroyers negotiate soft clay slopes,
Insufficient training in airoraft identification,

Patrol Reports 25 October 1944 snd 26 November 1944.

Tl te € /&W
WALTER C. VERLANDER,
1st Lt., F.A.,

Commending,
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632nd TANK DESTROYRR BATTALION

t
-/ _ AP.O. T2

8 Deocember 1944

NARRATIVE CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT

For period 23 September 1944 toc 1 December 1544, inclusive,
LY

Maps: CENTRAL PHILIPPINES 1/260,000, Series of Meps LEYTE, 1/60,000,

From 23 September 1944 to 10 October 1944 this company made prepara-
tions for movement, performed maintenance, checked smmunition, waterproofed
vehicles. Officers reviewed terrain studies, intelligence summaries dis-
cussed 10th Corps F. O. #1 and Battalion F.0. #1 and propered to depart from
eree to loading slips.

On 11th October 1944 Company boarded LST #469 at 0430I; left barbor
at AITAPE, New Guinea at 0600I and arrived at HOLLANDIA, N.G. at 06361,
Followed treining schedule aboard ship to 19th October 1944.

Arrived 20th October 19544 at LEYTE ISLAND, Central Philippines and
lended at 13301 where vehicles went into assembly area two Pundred yards
South of SAN RICARDO, On 21 Qotober 1944 moved ocompany 1000 yards West of
SAN JOSE on order CO 8th Cavelry. On 22 October 1944 received orders to
move company to north side of TACLOBAN. Company started outhit was stopped
400 yards west of last position by G-S, lst Cavalry Division because bridge
was out.

On 23 October 1944 received orders from G;-S, lst Cavalry Division to
send out mounted patrol (see patrol report) and compeny moved to bivousc in
TACLOBAN,

From 24 October 1944 to 256 Octobor 1944, 2nd Platoon maintained por-
imeter and listening posts on Hill 1300 Soutiwest of TACLOBAN.

From 25th Ootober 1944 to 13 November 1944 improved cemp, performed
maintensnce and meintained patrols for sanipers Southwest of TACLOBAN.

14 November 1944 company left TOCLABAN 21001 and arrived at TUNGA
area 2335I. From 15 November 1944 to 19 November 1944 established new arees,
Meintained patrols Southwest of TACLOBAN.

' On 20 November 1944 sent 2nd Platoon to gerrison SANTA FE and on 21
Ngvember 1944 sent 5rd Platoon on patrol East of SAN MIGUEL (See Patrol’
Report). From 22 November 1944 to 25 November 1944 usuel cemp duties.
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| .gcnmmmczcm REPORT ...ntimued): .

/ ; ¥ On 26 November 1944 an Platoon departed for Battery B 82nd Field

! -Artillery on reinforcing artillery fire mission, Mainteained SANTA FE

+._/gerrison, On 30 November 1944 2nd Platoon was relieved of its mission
and SANTA FE petrol was called in., Compeny relieved from attachment to
the 44th Tank Battalion end 1lst Co.vt.lry Division and passed to Battalion

control u.ndor Sixth Army.

On 1 December 1944 moved biwvouac ares 200 yards East of JARO,
Improved camp site sand begen msintenance work.

| Pt B Tetereizi

WALTER C. VERLANDER
1st Lto. Fo‘.’
Commending.
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COMPANY B ' ESR/aim
632nd TANK DESTEOYER BATTALION
A.P.0. 72

25 October 1944

Patrol Report

Mep: CENTRAL PHILIPPINES 1/250,00.

1, Designation and Size of Patrol:
oconnsissance patrol two half-tracks from lst and 2nd Platoons of
Compsny "B" 632nd Tenk Destroyer Battalion and one M-8 from Reocon-
naissance Company, 6352nd Teank Destroyer Battalion,
1 Officer
17 Enlisted Men
2 Enlisted Men (drivers) from Company "B® 632nd Tank Destroyer Bn.

" 2. Time of Dog;mr. and Return: . -
tro e BAN at 11381 on 23 October 1944 and returned to

Company B Command Post at 1500I 26 October 1944.

S. Mission: .
e mounted patrol to Boad Junction Soutkwest of the TIGBOIN
RIVER (1353.3-1362.3) then southwest slong reported jeep comstruoted
road to to determine length, conditions, snd amount of work necessary
to malke road usable.

4. Besults accomplished:

T Ieft om&v 1 the road is one land with clay base. It is not
suitable to heavy traffic without considerable improvements. The
trail is not passable to wehicles. In general the part of the trail
whiek goes South runs on high ground through few groves of palms,
but mainly through high grass. There are numerous small -stresm
orossings which require mltiple spans and have a gravelly bottom.
Most of the trail is swampy. A finished road might be put in to the
north of the indicated trall along a hill.

‘5o Detail Beport:
~Mondsy LET Dotober 1944 —

Left Compeny Area at 11001 and arrived at the reported rosd
Junction at 13001 and finally got across the bridge at 1550I, Biwou-
aced there for the lst night and made a short reconnsissance up to

an abandoned enemy supply dump.

Tuesday, 24 October 1544 --
Started out with all the vehicles, went down to the road at

1568, 3-1382.2, Patrol contimmed dowa to the south as far as end of

road 1853,3-1610,7, dismounted and contimued mission with a 7 man q /

patrel, Seat vehicles back to 1353.3-1362.3 and hit the trail ind-

ieated there and follewed down it for 300 ysrds where we gained

first centact with the enemy.
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S. Detail Report (~ imued):

Tuesday, 24 October 1944 (Contimued):

Counted 16 dead, appareantly by strafing, killed 3, saw 2 going down
streaa turned and got back out. From pervious experience in New Guines,
presumed we were being surrounded., Leaving 9 men to guard the vehicles
weskened ou$ patrol so we withdrew, to where the vehicles were and weited
there until 1300I, In the meantime & 4 man patrol was sent down to
1363, 65-1360.2 and they met no resistence, Patrol returned to vehicles
and bivouaced for the night and prepsre a foot patrol for the following

morning.

Wednesday, 25 October 1944

Started out 0700 with 12 msn patrol and 2 War Correspondents. Took
wvehicles as far as the road went and sterted on dismounted. Natives
reported trail to SANTA FE. We took the trail and awout 0900 surprised
& party of Japs eating breakfast at 1352,4-1360,1. Captured one Jep
armed and ocontimied on up the treil. About 400 ysards further we met a
party of Japs, kelled 4, wounded 2. They were armed with rifles, plenty
of emsmunition. Totsl seen - 20, We retreated back down the trail and
having no sutomatic weapons, thought that we should not engege in combat,
Withdrewing to 1362,9-1360.2 we then cut * | off behind & couple of hills
on an agimuth of approximately 145°., At about 2000° yerds we hit & native
trail and followed it until we contacted & Jap sleeping in a ut, We
killed him and contimed, loocated an enemy CP, found field phone, wire,
empty seaber scabbards, Contimued on down agimuth 160° epproximstely.
About 15001 we ceme sbout 1000 yards in front of the 5th Cavalry, contimed
on into the S4th Infantry arees, hit & jeep road out by the regimental CP
to highway 1., Returnmed to Division CP and vehicles returned to Compeny
CP 26 October 1944 at 1000I.

Beport on Hoad:

Left of Higlwsy 1 the road is one lane, clay up to its end. It is
not suitable to heavy treffic without considerable improvements in general,
The trail is not passable to vehicles. In general the part of the trail
whioh goes south runs on high ground through few groves of palms but
mainly through kunsi gress. There ere numerous smsll stream crossings.
Stresms require multiple spans have a firm gravelly bed. It is very
swampy. A finished road might be put in to the north of the indicated

- trail elong & hill. The treil followed Wedensday afternoon is definsately

impassable,

RT S. ROUSE,
znd Lt.' FQ“.
Co "B" 652 T.D. Bn.



http:Withdralr1.ac
http:uperin.oe

COMPANY B WCV/abm
632nd TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
AP0 72
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25 Ootober 1944
Patrol Report

Mep: CENTRAL PHILIPPINES 1/250,000,

1.

2e

Se

Se

Be

‘Sise of Patrol:
1 Officer
42 Enlisted Men

Time of Departure and Return:
T Patrol left biwouac area Company B 632nd Tenk Destroyer Bn 06301, 24
October 1944 snd.returned to Company CP 1500I, 25 October 1944.

Missiont
o ocoupy perimeter now held by 1l2th Cawvelry along ridge running south
and west of TACLOBAN and to estsblish listening posts along hill 1300

southwest of TACLOBAN 3000 yerds and oococupy positions at deylight, 24
Ootober 1944,

Results socomplished:
HIII 1300 wes hard to negotiste., By 1200I 24 October 1944, patrol

leader and 21 Enlisted Men were on top of hill and established perimeter.

Detail report:

t bivouac area for hill 1300 at 0630I, The Hill was steep and
slippery making it diffecult to negotiate. At 1200 I patrol leader and
21 enlisted men reached summit snd established perimeter. At 01001,
25th October 1944 5th Cavalyr took over Hill 1300 end visual signals
were established between 5th Cavalry and Company B, 44th Tenk Battalion
on ridge on right flank, Patrol was relieved of mission on Hill 1300
at 13001, 25 October 1944.

Condition of Patrol on Returm:
Good.

Comments t.
Yone.

tetin b Adwds)
WALTER C. VERLANDER, Jr.
. lst Lt., F.A.,
Co B 632 TD Bn
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COMPANY B KAH/alm
632nd TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
e’ APO 72
26 November 1944
Patrol Report

Meap: CENTRAL PHILIPPINES 1/250,000,

1.

Ze

S

4.

Se

6o

Designetion and sige of patrol.
Luksy patrol from Compeny B 632nd Tank Destroyer Battalion,
1 Officer
42 Enlisted Men
4 Native guides

Time of departure and return
Patrol Eeft SAN NIGOEL at O700K 22 November 1944, reached 2nd. Brig.

Heedquarters 1st Division at DittlO0CK 25 November 1944,

Mission
To patrol along wire to Lukey, contact and destroy enemy (estimate 50)
in the area,

Results accomplished

~ The patrol msde no enemy contacts or found any signs of enemy in ares.
One hut found with indication of women being there but no recent signs,
Wire was cut in § places in close vicinity of Lukey, one loading coil
removed.

Detail report (See Overlay)
a. Location and nature of enemy positions. (None)
b. Enemy observed (None)
c. Enemy encountered (None)
d. Charaoter of terrain covered.

Trail from SAN MIGUEL to BUSAY RIVER through rioce paddies very
muddy and diffiocult. Area from BUSAY RIVER to LUKAY, deep swamp. LUKAY
to DITT good trail with few swamp ereas.

e, Details of stresa crouingl and obstacles,

BUSAY RIVER could not be crossed at wire, "Pound bridge 2 miles
west. Swamp was over head deep in several places., Deep sreas were crossed
by wire.,

Conditions of petrol on return. .
Feet in poor condition. :

Comments.
This patrol returned through DITT due to the obstacles encountcrod 1n
swemp area. Resupply from SAN MIGUEL as planned was not possible.
switch taken out 24 November 1944 with no mesns of tying SALUTE line into g “/'
snother bosard. Patrol out of communication.,

Recommendations. M a W

Future patrols be supplied by air drop at LUKAY,
A KENNE1H A. HALLEAD
[ lltl-t. FA.GOBW'!D\'
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