L April 1945

SUBJECT: Aetien Agaimst Eneay, Reperts After/After Action Reports.
THROUGHs M&u Gonord,.'n-t Inhnu-y Division, uo 360, U. 8. Army.

Ly s The Adjutant General, Washingiepadir® ¢ . TD TO:

a. griginal Units No change.
be qu in organisation: Released K

Group, Mecz, and nttached to Seventh Arnw, XV Corps,
and 71st Infantry Division per TOP SECRET message
from Commanding General, VII Corps to 4th Cavalry
Group, Mecz, 10 larch 1945. . v

DOWNGR\DED TO: Released from attachment to XV Corps and attached to

XXI Corps per Field Order #7, Hq. 7lst Infantry Div-
ision deted 21 March - remained attached to 7lst

!
BY AUTHORITY OF TAG .....cmcrommormens Infantry Division. é

Released from attachment to XXI Corpe and attached to .

oV VI Corps per VOCG Seventh AXmy 25 March - remained 7

attached to 71lst Infantry Division.

Released from attachment to Seventh Army and VI Corps
and attached to Third Arny and XX Corps per lstter

AG 370.5-C, Hq. Seventh Army dated 28 March - remained
attached to 7lst Infantry Division.

Released from attachment XX Corps and attached to XII
Corps as of 31 March per VOCG Third Army - remained
attached to 7lst Infantry Division,.

c. Strength: _Date. Officers Warrant Officers Enlisted ken
1 Mar 45 3L 2 727
A Mar 45 33 2 o 1R6
Increase or Decrease -1 0 Q3 -7 -
d, Stations: Germany: Arrived L Feb 45 - left 14 March L5. "/
France : Arrived 14 Mar L5 - left 23 Mar L45.
Germany: Arrived 23 Mar 45 (Gun Company in Germeny 20 Mar L5)

e. larches: All marches and moves by Battalion CP and Line Companies noted in ,
narrative listed as Appendix No. 1.
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After Action Report for Mar. 1945, Haq. 635th TD Bn., Towed, 4 Apr 45, cont'd.

f.
ge
h.

i.

Campaigns Western Europe.
Battles: See narrative listed as Aprendix No. 1.

Commanding Cfficer:

losses in Action:
Wounded-Evacuated:

Name
Officers:

Enlisted Men:

Wounded-Evacuated:

N Pvt Roger C. lienry
Died of Wounds:

Pfc Clifford G. Allstot
Cpl Carthel l. iichardson

Pfc leonardo G. Soto

Lt. Col. Smith, Wint (X), 0123028, F. A.

Date

2nd Lt Woodrow C Larson 23 larch

2 larch
2 March
16 March
1 March

(In March 5 EM were wounded in action and not evacuated; 9 EM were evacuated as non-
battle casualties)

Je

ke

1.

Former and present menbers who have distinguished themselves in action:

Name and Rank/Grade Corpany Authority

Bronze Star:

Lt. Col. Wint Smith EX Hq Hgq VII Corps GO 11, 19 Mar 45

cpl Paul DiMaio Hq VII Corps GO &, & Mar 45
Croix de Guerre with Silver StaﬂFrﬁnch)

1st Lt Joe K. LaCroix C Decision #334, The President of the

Croix de Guerre with Bronze Star(French)

Ist Sgt Benjamin C. Coleman A
1st sgt Michael P. Sarras Hq
Pvt Miles Robinson, Jr, Med Det

Photographs: None,

Inclosures

s ¥YNEL

Appendix No, 1 as Inclosure #l,

Provisional Republic of France; Chief
of Armies, Paris, 25 January 45.

Decision #332, The President of the
Provisional Republic of iramnce; Chief
of Armies, Paris, 25 January 1945.
Decision #332 - as above.

Decision #332 - as above,

w . %;é SMITH

Lt. Col., FA
Commanding
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HEADQUARTERS 635TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION, TOWED
AP0 230, U. S. ARMY

DIX NO., 1

NARRATIVE
- Bxce: from Unit Journal

Incidents

March 1945

1

Received Field Order #8, Hq 4th Cavalry Group Mecz dated 282200A Feb 451 VII
Corps continues the attack 1 March to secure Cologns. 3rd Armored Division with
the 395th Inf Regt and the 4th Cavalry Group Mecz Reinforced attached attacks

on Corps order to seize assembly area on the other side of the Erft River gener-
ally opposite the town of Glesch, Germany. Preparatory to moving southeast on
Cologne 395th Inf Regt attacks 010300A Mar 45 to seize high ground vic F2265 and
town of Bergheim. Elements 104th US Inf Div and 8th US Inf Div attack northeast
in zone 010300 Mar L5 to secure crossing of the Erft River, turn right and con-
tinue the attack southeast, 99th Inf Div will follow 3rd ATmored Division over
River and extend a long eastside of Erft Cansl to junction with River Rhine to
protect right flank of 9th U. S. Army. A4th Cavalry Group Mecz Reinforced attached
to 3rd Armored Division effective 281800A Feb 45, will from the left flank pro-
tect the crossing of 3rd Armored Division. Company ®C", 635th TD Bn T attached
tc 4Lth Cav Ren Sq will move via Elsdorf-Paffendorf, Glesch, commencing 011200A March
by echelon to secure high ground vic F2066 and protect the crossing of the 3rd
asrmored Division. Company "A" 635th TD Bn T attached to 24th Cav Ren Sq remain
in present assembly area in group reserve, prepared to cross Erft River on Group
order. 635th TD Bn T less Cos A and C will move 010830 A March to assembly area
vic Esch-Angelsdorf. Hq Co to infiltrate in groups of 5 units via Neiderzier-
Steinstrass. Company "B" to infiltrate in groups of 5 units via Duren-Gelzheim-
Buir-ilsdorf - from new assembly area will be prepared to displace across Erft
2iver on Group order.

Bh CP moved - left coord ©92515 Huchen Gtammeln, Germany at O745 hrs 1 kar and
arrivzd at coord 165611, Esch, Jermany 0830 hrs 1 lLiar - distance traveled 11
miles - crossed Roer River at lioven, Jernany.

Company "B" moved - left coord 094516 iiuchem Stammeln, Germany at 0830 hrs 1 uar
end arrived at coord 165612 Isch, Germany 1030 hrs 1 Mar 45 - distance Lraveled
19 miles - crossed Roer Rlver at lioven, Germany.

inroute to assembly area Esch, Germany, 300 to 400 yards on road south of Buir,
an enemy ki-109 was sighted strafing the town of Buir. Tec 4 lMalcolm .iatson,
wadio cperator and michine sunner in Hg platoon 120, opened fire on plane with
50 cul LG. 76 rds were exrended and his tracers were seen hitting plane which
started smoxing and crast ed about twoe miles southeast of Duir, l/itnesses certi-
fied th.at they folluwed ‘Jatsun's tracers and tlat he definitely destroyed tlis
enemy »lwe, ATC VII Corps bulletin crodited Tec 4 Watson with this «ill,

Sompany "C" moved - left coord 165511 @Esch, Germany at 1225 hrs 1 liar and arrived
cocrd 198643 Glesch, Germany 1°3C hrs 1 llar - distance traveled 5 miles. 1st
rlatoon crossed Grft Canal nisht of 1 lar and took pesition on Ligh frceund in
bridoencad area, 7/

SECREI
-1

-

|


http:Jerj,lo.ny

arrative, Appendix lo. 1, Far L5, Hq 635th TD Bn, Towed, cont'd,

2

Company "C!" reporteds Ffc. Clifford G. Allstot 3WA 1000 hrs 2 Mar in Glesch
Jermany by enemy shell fragments in right leg and back and 2nd finger left
hand cut off, Evacuated by 4th Cav Ren lledics,

At 1030 hrs 2 Mar Spt Fender's Gun Section took 5 Gernan prisoners in Ledburg,
(ermany.

During road march from Zsch, Germuny to Glesch, Germany, Company "C'" convoy
heavily shelled by enemy artillery.

feceivel Cperations lemo 7#7, Hq 4th Cavalry Greup Mecz, 2 lar: 3rd armored
Divisicn attacks early 2 Mar to seize iliedenfeld and objectives as formerly
planned. 99th US Inf Div reinforced attacks 2 March tw seize Neurath and pro-
tect tne right flank of Ninth US army. A4th Cavalry Group kecz iteinforced with
present attachments relieved from attachment to 3rd iArmored Division and attached
L 7%th US Inf Div effective 011800A Mar 45; attacks within zone at 020700 Lar

45 to seize Bedburg, continue to advance within zone, assist in the capture of
Neurath and establish and maintain contact with elements of the 30th US Inf Div,
Company "C", ¢25th TD Bn T supporting Lth Cav Ren Sq will attack 020700A March

to secure Bedburg and continue to advance within zone until passed through by
24th Cav Rcn Sq reinforced by Company "a" 635th TD Bn T on group order. Upon
being passed through, will mount in vehicles and follow 24th Cav Rcn Sq attack
prepared for committment on group order. Company "A", 635th TD Ban T, support-
ing 24th Cav Ren 5q will move following 393 RCT via Esch-Niederemb-Glesch-Bedburg
to pass through Lth Cav Ren Sq on group order, and continue attack to end of
zone, will assist in attack on Nenrath as directed by Group CO. 635th TD Bn T
with Company "B" will remain in Group reserve in present location.

Company "A" picked up enemy soldier in civilian clothes found in their area -
turned in to Pd cape.

Received Operations lemo #8 dated 2 Miar 45, Hq 4th Cavalry Group Mecz: 99th US
Inf Div with 4th Cavalry Group Mecz Reinforced attached continues attack in zone
030700A lLiar L5, 394 Inf Regt on right, 393 Inf Regt in center and Group on left.
fGroup leinforced continues attack at 030700A Mar L5 to seize that part of objec-
tive "C" in zone (generally in area 'levelinghoven). laintain contact with ele-
ments 30th US Inf Div on left and 393 Inf Regt on right. Company "A" 635th TD
Bn T supporting 24th Cav Ren Sq will attack in zone at 030700A Mar L5 to seize
and occupy that part of Objective "C" (gen:rally in area Jevelinghoven) will
maintain contact with elements of 30th US Inf Div on left and 393 Inf Regt on
right. Company "C" 635th TD Bn T supporting 4th Cav Rcn Sq Reinf will be pre-
pared to assist in capture of Grevenbroich. Will be prepared to pass through
24th Cav ren Sq and continue attack within group zone to secure Objective "x"

on group order (generally in area Hockrath) establish and maintain contact with

elements of 30th US Inf Div on left and 393 Inf Regt on right.
Bn Comdr appointed 1st Lt Tremer Rcn Officer and assigned him to Forward CP.

lst Lt Zalmen A. Dunn, DC, transferred to 104th US Infantry Division per Par 4
50 57, Hqe. First US Army.

Bn Rear Echelon moved from Aachen, Germany, to coord 1460 Eschereval Farm, L¥
Germany. (1200 yards East of Steinstrass)
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Narrative, Appendix No. 1, Mar 45, Hg. 635th TD Bn, Towed, cont'd.

Company "A" reported: left coord 1460 Eschereval Farm 1200 yards East of Stein-
strass, Germany, 1345 hrs 2 Mar and arrived coord 189672 Bedburg, Germany 1630
hrs 2 Mar - distance traveled 11 miles.

Company "C" reported: on 2 Mar Sgt Cipra's gun section captured 3 enemy prison-
ers, and 3rd platoon 4 prisoners in Broich, Germany.

Sgt. Marintzer's gun section fired 3 rds HE 2 Mar at fortified enemy dugout in
coal mirein Broich 800 yards east of their position. Dugout was demolished and
3 prisoners taken - enemy personnel casualties unknown.

Cpl Carthel Richardson LWA 2 Mar in Broich and evacuated by Lth Cav Rcn Sq
Medics: LANA pen wd right leg GSW.

Pfc Robert E. Sutherland, 3rd platoon LiJA 2 Mar lac head glass and shell frag-
ment forehead and right thumb - iodine and sulpha dressing our own iedics and

remained duty status., 3rd platoon's CP in Bucholz was under direct fire from

AT gun. 3rd platoon positions in and around Bucholz, Germany heavily shelled

by the enemy during 2 Mar L5.

Company "C" moved - left coord 198643 Glesch, fGermany 1145 hrs 3 iar and
arrived Bedburg, Germany coord 191674 1330 hrs 3 lar - distance traveled 3 piles.

2nd Lt 3ilkd, ilg Co, replaced 1lst Lt. fornett, .cn «fficer, as Group Ln ( with
20th U3 Inf Div, )

L Received Field Crder /9, Hq 4th Cavalry Jroup iecz dated O4ULOOA bar: VII Corps
attacks commencing 5 Lar to seize Colusne., TFY, 3rd armd Div continues the
attack 4 lar to secure Rogpendorf and liorrinren., /Ath Cavalry Group lecz .einfor-
ced attached to 3rd Armd Div effective 031600a f.ar meves in cne column from
sresent locations OLO700A liar to forward cssgenbl ) area vic stormeln, from wrich
it attacks tc clear eremy from acsigned zone, Stommeln acserbly area ~enerally
northeast to :diver ihire hetween Sturzelber: wid ..orri:izen and recroup and pre-
pare for future opcrations to southeast. Company 2% £35th L 20 0 supooriiag
Lth Cav .ten SQ will rove OLCT700A Liar via Dedburg, srgiein, .ded lausoen, Dusdorf
to Stonmeln asserbly area from which it attacis Yo clear creny within zone; So
clear woods scuth, to secure Jormepgen, hacaenbrolich ol jatrol within zene Lo
fdne rdver,  Company "A" O35t TD B T osup, rbtlrg, 24tt Cev oaen Sg will icve at
OLCI915A kar via Bedburg, Berghelm, .lecderaussen, cucaorf Lo Stompeln acsenbly
area tc attack within zone to clear woods, Lo secure celhover, oirauerj, :olroh,
Jturzelburg, dons and patrcl within zcne to wddine .dver. 22000 1o M o 1e.8 203
a1 eng "C" remaln in gsroup roocrve and reon roulco o forward aooentl s wrecs in
Jrou  zZonae,

Company "A" re;ortnd: on 2 Lar 4th platoon poclticne vie Jeurall teuvily (telled

bty onenry artillery., 4 chells hit wall protecting t alftrack, one chell laca-o

inte velicle and damaged radic sand conviderable erconal equipeernt, .- Catoon
cé:turaed one priscner lleurath w.d J prisoners sl o noellovei,

weeived repert ¢f death fron 10°th dvacuatlon feoplibal of e lecnarde do ot

355,055, CC Cy Sua 27 feb 45 end OCW C9O15 Frs 1 jar,
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Larrative, Appendix lLo. 1, Mar L5, hg. G20t T B, Towed, count'd.

o-_ Ciitur-d cmeny scldier in civilian cluotibes - turned o b Clo webtaciioiu
n angelsdorf - -riscner had army woluobuch,

Company "a" moved - left ccord 169072 .cdbur., sirasany 1155 hrs 3 lur o arrivad
coord 202773 srevenbroich, Sernany 1550 bre Lolar -~ ol tonee travelsd doo i1l

Company "a" noved ~ left coord 202773 Srevenbreich., dernany O30 hre 4 .ar and
arrived coord 324761 Uelhcoven, lermany 2000 trs Lo lar, olslwiee travelred <6 riles.

Followin: mecsogre delivered 2215 hrs 4 uar toe B Condr by Japl Lmithy L o ab
sreus Hg from CC 4Lk Suwvdry droup [ecz: "Cum uny M3Y, €35Lh Tu Bu T wilachoq

to 7H0th Lt Tanx DBn effective 04241 GA Lar L5. 755th Lt Tang« n wolo forced with
compaany "s" will move bep;inning at, C504600 te ecsembly area vic 330740 route
dlsdorf-kerghein-..iederaus ser~3usdorf-stormeln 3307250. hq, 635U TU Bnoi owlll
move Lo vic Group CP by irfiltration in crcups of less than 5 vellicles coine.ncing
at C°0C (included in mer are was following: frem Sroup §-=2 “HE only for direct
firem)",

Bn CP moved - left coord 104611 H#sch, Germany GEOC hirs 5 kar and arrived coord
256657 .iecderlaussen, Germany - distance traveled 10 ndles,

Company "i" moved = left coordinate 105012 wsch, Germany 0630 hrs 5 par and
arrived coord 330728 ilahnendorf, Jermany 0820 hrs 5 lar - distance traveled
20 miles.

Company "A" reported: 3rd platoon captured one (1) prisoner in Jelhoven oi L lar,
Cn 2 lLiar at 1400 hrs Tec 5 Floyd Fishli /IA but remained duty status - chell frag-
menl in buttocks - care und dressing by 24th Cav Hen ledics., 4 shells estinated
at 75mn fell inte the 4Lth platoon area,

Company A CP at .Lelhoven shelled by eneny artillery during night of 4 .ar. at
2115 hrs 9 fast rds, doubtlessly from tanks directed into area but no damage
inflicted.

Corpany "C" reported: 2nd platoen CP house in woods southwest of llackenbroich
hit three times by enemy artillery night of 4 kar and twice morning of 5 Lar.
House was demoliched but personnel in cellar not injured.

Cn 4 Mar Sgt Goodspeed took prisoner in field directly in front of his pun -
position. At the same time the enemy started shelling the field. The prisoner
started running and failed to heed the request for halt - it was necessary

to kill him,

At 1600 hrs 4L Nar in Hackenbroich, Germany, a Company "C" 1/4 ton had it's
radiator pinctured by shell fragmentation - repaired by company maintenance.

Company "B" reported: Lt long's platuon captured an enemy Cfficer Candidate
in Straberg - turned in to Bn CP for Group questioning and evacuation.

Company "a" reported: Company CF at Delhoven mortared heavily by the eneny
during 5 Mar. Lth Ilatoon took 2 prisoners at CP scuthwest of Zons 6 har.
3rd platvon tock 6 prisvners in llorrem; one started running and when he failed
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Narrative, Appendix No. 1, Mar 45, Hq. 635th TD Bn, Towed, cont'd,

to heed the halt signal, it was necessary to shoot him.

Cn 5 Mar 2 guns of 3rd platoon, 3 guns of 2nd platoon and 2 guns of 4th platoon
fired 39 rds 3% HE from three angles from vic Delhoven into woods coord 34076l
to support an attack by B Troop of 24th Cav Ren Sq to clear woods of enemy. Cur
fire destroyed many shelters and 60 of the enemy surrendered to B Troop.

1st platoon, at 1500 hrs on 5 Mar fired 3" from vic Straberg at factory coord
341801 from which position antitank guns and enemy were harassing our troops.
Firing was in support of A Troop's attack on this position and two antitank
guns were silenced enabling A troop to take position successfully,

3rd and 4th platoon positions at Horrem were fired upon by enemy artillery
intermittently throughout night of Mar 5th and 6th - a German lst Sgt was taken
prisoner,

Bn CF moved - left coord 256457 lNiederaussem 1205 hrs 6 Mar and arrived at coord
378725 Repgendorf, Germany 1300 hrs 6 Mar - distance traveled 10.7 miles,

Company "B" reported: Elements of 3rd platoon in position in Worringen were
shelled by direct artillery fire during night of 5 Mar and mortar fire during
6 tar. A4th platoon took one (1) priscner in Hackenbroich night of 5 Mar. Com-
pany CF shelled at 0400 6 lar. 12 to 15 eneny artillery shells fell into ares,

Company "C" reported: Left coord 19167, Bedburg, Germany at 0750 hrs 4 lar and
arrived coord 355747 Hackenbroich, Germany 120GC hrs 4 Lar - distance traveled

15 miles, (n 2 Lur at 1300 hrs, Sgt llboffman's 3" pun fired 3 rds HVAF at an
enemy tank firing in defilade from vic Bucholz. Tank fire was holding up ele-
ments of 99th US Inf Div from going forward., wsnemy gun position silenced. On 5
Liar 3zt Goocdspeed killed one enemy scldier in the vic of his CP house., On 5 Lar
Tec 5 Williams and Ffc Grim captured one cnemy armed with pistol and machine gun.
irisoner staerted running and failed to heed call to halt - he was shot.

7 Company "C" reported: Cpl Grabish took one prisoner in Domagen at 230C hrs 6
Lar, (n 4 lar Lts. Pritchard and bStandfield took 4 enemy prisoncrs in dugout
at Stonunelerbusch.

Cart Fage supervised firing i1lluminating ndssion by 2 puns of Jompany “g' at
Strabery for €7th AFA Bn. Guns in position at coord 320774. AFA Cbserver called

fer two rds over [hine dver - ndssion accomplished,

Cormpany "A" rexrted: AL 1800 hrs 5 lar in liorrem Pfc Dominik Gyr, lst pluatoon
Lyvn shell fragrent chee<. (ur own medic applicd first aid and sil remained un duty.

at 1530 hrs 6 kar Cpl Clair &. Brown L.a shell fragment right leg approx 5" below
ree, Lcdine apd dressing aprlied by our own medic - £l remained duty status.

WC Reilly tcck /y eriemy rrisoners back to rear for Pi cage; $/57t wineland captured
two at Strab~orp and 2 were turned in te Lt 3Sands by Burrermeister at .wgeendorf.

3n CF oved - 1eft Zeord 370725 uorcendorf, Germary 1419 hrs 7 lar and arrived
coord 118775 Ltraborg, Jerouny 1800 hrs 7 Lhar - olcbonre Lravele i 3L Ldilos,
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crorioht and left. Cowmpany "a" reiaforeing 24th Zav cen Sq will relicve
nls At Zav uen Sq within assigned sector commencing OB0630a har - will by
vbservetion wnd vicorcus prtrelling, watch river front day cnd nicht wad from
selact :d defensive rositions prevent any crossings to west side of hine jiver -
wil. waintain contact with units on right ond left, Company "B" less 2nd platcon
rev:rbs back to 3attalion control. 2nd platoon, Company 3, attached operation-
ally o 27th ArA Pn fires on group ordesr. 635th TD Bn T less Cos A, C, und 2nd
platoon Company B, will coordinate antitank defenses within group sector and
submit recommendations for emplacement of reserve company to provide antitank

Jefenses in <dezpth,

revent, miery crossincn bo west side of lndne odver,

Bn Comdr approved the following prom:tlons in Company "C": Cpl Jilliam F., Shows,
20759311 to Spgt, duty 745 - Section Sgt. Ifc Joseph Seminario, 39683530 tou Cpl,
duty 610 - ;unner. Ifc illis B, Jacobs, 20759279 to Cpl, duty 610 unzr,

Sapt Fage emplaced 3" guns 2nd plateon wid 1 un Jrd platoon Company B at ccord
318797 vic Uckerath sunporting indircct fire to 87th AFA bBn on ircup order,

Sumpany a reported Ueir OF arza in tlorrem shelled by enemy artillory at 0460 hrs,

3 reprrted:  Left coord 330728 liahnenhol, ‘wrmany 0945 hrs 8 Lar and

oulnpany
coord 318775 Straberg, ‘ermany 1045 hrs 8 ar - distance traveled 7 nilec,

arrived
Com any "U" reported: 1ot platoon captured 2 eneny prisoners in Dormagren, 1lst

and 3rd platcons were heavily chelled by cneny srtillery ni bt of 7 Jar in por-

M eI,

Company C moved, left coord 355747 lLuacienbroich, fGermany 0645 hrs 8 bar and arrived
ceord 2925 Lorf, Termany at 1030 hrs - distance traveled 11 miles,

Ln Comdr aprrovea the following promctions in Company A:  Cpl llicholas +. [hill,

37005529 Lo ogt, duty 610 Jun Commander. Ffc Lloyd G. .Lichie, 39092294 to (pl,
duty G130 - Sun.er. Pvt .erle a. [Traxler, 39C93345 to Tec 5, duty 734, river.

2nd platoon Cempany a captured ) civiliins who crorsed ihthine idver in a swadl
bosl during enrly morning 9 lar and turned them over to 24th Cav fien Sq for

handling,

Enenmy time fire reportod over lst platoon, Company C, positions in Grimlingl.ausen-
20 rds burst overhead,

< ‘x\
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Narrative, Appendix No. 1, Mar 45, Hq 635th TD Bn, Towed, ..nt'd.

2nd platoon, Company B, under direction Capt Page fired 3 rds llluminating shells
for 87th AFA Bn - mission accomplished.

10 Capt Page reported to the Bn Comdr - 2nd platoon Company "B" fired 125 rds 3"
HERC on 9 Mar in support of the 87th AFA Bn. Fired 10 rds registration, 3 missions
general support with 40 rds and 75 rds were expended on interdiction micsions. 4
illuminating missions were fired over the Rhine River expendin:; 1l rds - rdssions
accomplished,

Sgt Fender, Company C, took two enemy prisoners in 7Zrimlingtausen, Germany on
9 Mar.

Capt Smith, Bn Ln O, to Group Hq delivered the following message (copy) to the
Bn Comdr: "Top Secret - 10 Mar L5 - to Commanding Officer, Lth Cavalry Group
Alert 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion, Towed, for movement to Seventh irmy. Ad-
vance detachment will proceed without delay to luneville, France, reporting to
Commanding General, Seventh Army. Unit must close 15th lMarch. lotify VII Corys
Treffic of present locations and composition of march columns. Coamplete cecrecy
will be maintained to include radio silence until committed, removal of vehicle
markings, no use of unit identifiecations or customary code names for road signs.
Vaximum security will be observed in telephone conversation. (signed) ¢. C.
Traxel, Jr, G-3 - time signed 0930 hrs". En Comdr assipgned Capt lage, Cant Smith
and 4 men to advance detail.

Bn CP moved frum Streberg, Germany coord 318775 1500 hrs 10 Mar and arrived in
assembly area coord 258626 Fortuna line, Cberaussem, Jermany 1545 rrs 10 lar -
distance traveled 12 miles,

Company B moved - left Straberg, Germany coord 318775 1L45 hrs 1C Nar and arrived
coord 258626 Fortuna line, Oberaussem, Geruany 1545 hrs 10 Mar - distance trav-
eled 12 miles,

Company A moved - left lorrem, Germany coord 353722 at 1015 hrs 10 Lar and
arrived covord 258626 Fortuna line, Cberaussem, Jermany 1945 hrs - distance
traveled 33 miles,

Company C woved - left lorf, Germany coord 29445 ¢t 13C0 hrs 10 lar and arrived
coord 2580626 Fortuna iine, Cberaussem, Ger:reny 1445 hrs 10 Mar - distance troveled
18 niles,

11 20 KM in charpe of Capt L. H. ‘Williams, CC Company s, to clo_ne, Jermany tc
witneess tle raising of the Amer.can ila: in tlat city.

15 ¥M and 7 ambulances on temporary duty from Lth Cavalry Group lecz bo lkd et
this battalicn, return to duty parent orcanizations 491st and L92nd Collecting

Comnanies per VCCC, 4tk Cuvalry Group, .ecz,
N ;) 3

14 Bn Comdr advisea that 635th TJ Bn T detached from Vil Corps and Lth Cavalry Grougp
rvecz a5 of 0600 hrs 14 Mar per VOGS VII Corps.

Bn CP, joined by ear 4chelon train, left assenmbly area coord 258626 Fortuna ldine,

Cberaussem, Jermany at 06LY Yirs 14 lar cnd arrives frobiviuas area coerd 300450
Jerdun, . rance 1855 hrs 14 ar - dictance travelaod 210 riles,
SECRER -
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16

Company A left assembly area coord 258626 Fortuna Mine, Cberaussem, (ermany
at 0600 hrs 1l Mar and arrived bivouac area coord 300650 Verdun, France 1800 hrs
1, lar - distance traveled 210 miles.

Company B left assembly area coord 258626 Fortuna iine, (beraucsem, Jermauny at
0630 hrs 1L Mar and arrived in bivouac area coord 300650 Verdun, rrunce 1830
hrs 1L lLar - distance traveled 210 niles,

Company C left assembly area coord 258626 Fortuna iine, (beraussem, Germany at
0615 hrs 14 kar and arrived bivouac area coord 300650 Verdun, france 1815 hrs
14 liar - distance traveled 210 ndles.

Bn CP left bivouac area coord 300650 Verdun, France (0730 hrs 15 Yar and arrived
assenbly uarea coord 435395 Hinsinren, Alsuce, France 1435 hrs 15 lar - distznce
traveled 101 niles (Rear Schelon establiched in {erviller, leorraine, irance.

Company C left bivouac area ccord 300650 Verdun, France 0715 hrs 15 Mar and arrived
assembly area l'insingen, Alsace, France coord 435395 141C hirs 15 Lur - distuuce
traveled 101 miles.

Company A left bivouac area coord 300650 Verdun, France (0700 hrs 15 iar and
arrived ussembly area coord 435395 Hinsingen, alsace, [France 1400 hrs 15 lar -
distance truveled 101 milec,

Company B3 left bivouac area coord 300050 Verdun France 0721 hrs 15 lar wud urrived
assembly area coord 435395 Hinsingen, alsace, France 1420 hrs 15 jar - dista.ce
truaveled 101 miles,

Advance partry, Clants Fage and Smith, remorted te Lhe Bn Comdr - visited Hg. Seventh
army and 7lst US Inf Div to whom this battalion sttached, slso CO, 5th [D Grcup
assipned to assist this battalion,

Recelved Field Order /3, Eq. 7lst U3 Inf Div dated 140900 Yar: 7lst Inf Div
Rleinforced by 635th TD Bn 7 - upon arrival 1435 hrs 15 Mar - conlinuecs ils present
defenigive micsion, cupporting the ettack of the 100th Inf Liv on D bay i neur

to the 1imit of Lhe range cf all availeble weapons. On Corps corder aftor J .ay,
Division will be jreparzd to relicve clements of 100th Inf [iv in an area to be
desiznated in the vic of Bitche. A235th 1D Bn T (1) upon arrival, complete nain-
tenance in Ldv rcar area and relieve fronl line TU guns (824th TD Bn) now
attached from 100th 1Inf Div (2) be preparcd to reinforce infentry clements on
divisicn order.

Bn Comdr appeinted acting Division antitenk Cfficer. 1st Lt Tommett, liq wen
Officer, ap ointed Lu O to Division hiqe

Bn §-3, Lajor Burl A, Scott, tc Division to represent Bu Comdr as acting oivision
Antitank (fficer,

cept oale li. Fage appointed acting -3 in the sbsence of hajor scott wilh uiv,

Company B moved - left assembly area hinsingen, alsace, irwice coord 435395 160G
hrs 15 lar and arrived coord 62/4/15 Butten, alsace, srince 1930 hre 15 har -

distance traveled 24 miles, C
.@i. LY ) / ‘
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19

Company A reported: Company A moved - left assembly area coord 300650 Hinsingen,
Alsace, France 1400 hrs 15 Mar and arrived coord 721432 St Louls le Ritche,
Alsace, France 1600 hrs 15 Mar -~ distance traveled 29,7 miles. 3rd and 4th
plstoon areas vic Lemburg sustained mortar fire estimated 8lmm during night of
15 har.,

Bn CP moved - left assembly area coord 300650 Hinsingen, Alsace, France 1430
hrs 16 Mar end arrived coord 618365 Waldhambach, Alsace, France 1540 hrs 16
Mar - distance traveled 13 ndles.

Rear Echelon moved from Kerviller, Lorraine, Frznce to Waldhambach, Alsace, France.

Received Field Order #4 dated 1614L00A Mar 45, Hq, 71st Inf Div - 71st Inf Div
Reinforced continues its present defensive mission prepared to relieve elements
of the 100th Div in the vic of Bitche (Q7750). Company B 635th TD Bn T attached
to the 5th Inf Regt continues present mission (FQO #2) - establish OFs to secure
Lemburg (Q7345) Mouterhouse (Q7942 road within zone. Company A, 635th TD Ba T,
attached to 66th Inf Regt continues present mission (FO #2) - establish OPs to
sscure Lemburg-Bitche road within zone. Company C, 635th TD Bn T, attached to
14th Inf Regt moves without delay to the vic of Reyersviller and will occupy,
organize the MIR. Will execute intensive patrclling by day and night to north
tip of lake coord 0-785490.

Company B moved - left Butten, Alsace, France coord 624415 1700 hrs 16 Mar and
arrived at St louis les Bitche, Alsace, France céoord 721432 - distance traveled

7 miles,

Company C reported - Company C moved, left assembly area Hinsingen, Alsace,
France coord 435395 1305 hrs 16 Mar and arrived new assembly position Siensthal,
Alsace, Franre coordinate 718493 2330 hrs 16 Mar - distance traveled 35 miles.
Company C left assembly position coord 718493 Siensthal, Alsace, France 1045 hrs
17 Mar and arrived at Bitche, Alsace, France coord 778500 1130 hrs 17 Mar -
distance traveled 4 miles,. 3rd platoon positions in Bitche received intermittent
enemy artillery fire during night of 16 Mkar.

Received unnumbered Attachment Order (secret) Hq Seventh Army dated 15 Mar "635th
TD Bn T attached to XV Corps for operations.™

Cn 17 lar Comranding General, 71st Inf Div, inspected 3rd platoon, Company C

gun positions ard commended Flatoon Commander, lst Lt Walter E. Standfield, on his
choice of positions, camouflage and fields of fire. Farticular mention was made
of 2nd Lt LcClellan's 90mm towed gun.

Bn CP moved - Jeft coord 618365 Jaldhambach 1545 hrs 18 Mar and arrived coord
719431 St louis les Bitche, alsace, France 1700 hrs 18 Mar - distance traveled
11 miles,

rear Zchelon establish:din St Louis les Bitche, Alsace, France,

Company B moved = left coord 721432 5t louils les Bitche, Alsace, France 1400 hrs
18 Lar and arrived area ccord 837576 (OC meters southeast of Liederscheid, Alsace,
France 183C hrs 18 Mar - distapnce traveled 15 miles.
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21

aec-lvel Tiold (rder 45, lg 7lst Inf Jiv dated 181CA5 & wers  o7v ilon, with
Sourany 2 oellached Lo 5tk Inf o b, Jompany O attached Lo 14th Inl wegt, mnd
Svipmay ale O0th Inf sept, contlnues deflensive mission ¢f probtecting the richi
or en.t flank of XV Corps within its zone,

on ol moved - left coord 719431 St louis lew iiche, alsace, #runce 1,450 hirs

19 lar ond arrived coord 775494 3itche, alsace, rronce at 1515 hrs 1Y Lar -

distunce traveled (.2 miles,

cn order Jommanding General, 7lst . ° Ziv, all Jivicion antitank officers iiispec—
ted 3rd -latoon, Company C run pozition vicited by him on 17 lLar.

Received *ield Crder 76, FHq 7lst Inf Div dated 201430A kar: 7lst Inf .iv reinforced
continues defznsive position - protects risht or east flank and rear of XV Corps
within i, zone. Company s altuchea to 66th Inf le;i moves with that unit e
Sreidenbach to oceupy, organize and defend areu; to maint:in contact with 3rd
Inf Uiv on left. Company C attached to 1lith Inf Kegt will occupy, orgsnize and
defend 1L (Dietrichengen~Kleln Steinhausen-Bot tenbach-ilalschbronn) relieving
elenents of the 5th Inf Aept now vccupying part of the assigned LLit. #ill main-
tain contact with 42nd Inf Jiv on ricsht vic Hppenbrunn, Daylight 21 kar will
adjust 1L {Walschbronn to areus west of Hppenbrunn) to include point of contact
with /2nd Inf Div. Coumpany U atbtached to 5th Inl ezl upon beirg relieved by
the 14th Inf Regt will assemble inditially in Div ueserve in areas :orthwest,
south and outhwest of Leiderschied.

To. any a reported: left coord 721432 St louis les Zitche at 1715 nrs 20 Lar
and arrived coord 770596 Tridenb-ch, alsace, France 1815 hrs 20 Lar - distance
traveled 14 miles, 1st :nd 2nd platoons established AT positlons olice arain on
Jerman soil 20 iar, with lst platoon in tdedelbvery;, Germany and 2nd platoon ¢
between Gr. end Kl. deintausen, Zermany.

in Comdr =~dvised that 7lst Inf Ulv w@idé thic battalion attached to XXI Corps

this dute for onerations.

Compuny 3 reported: left coord £37576 area 600 meters southeast of Liederscheid
91t hrs 20 kar and arriv:d coord 810595 arca 500 reters southwaest of ‘aldhausen,
ilsuce, Fronce 1930 hrs 20 liar - distance traveled 4 mlles. Ouring ¢hellin- of
3rd platoon area on ni~ht of 16 Lar Pvt Roger Henry received a sliver of stesl
in his right eve, He was evacuated to the 112th svac tiosp through 560 iedical
Clearing station on 17 kar when it wazc decided only surgical operztion would
rerove steel from cornea - EN awarded Purple Heart on 112 ivac Hosp GO 10 of

20 Lar,

Company © reported; left coord 77¢850C 3itche, Alsace, France at 0630 hrs 21 Mar
and arrived coord 837558 Roppweiler, .lcase, France 0730 hrs - distance traveled
7.5 riles.

2nd Flatoon in position Schweix heavily shelled by mortar night of 20 Lar and
reccived heavy concentrations of cnemy artillery estimated at 105mm at 0730 hrs

21 lar.

Received F'eld Order j#7, Hq 7lst Inf Div dated 212000A Mar - 71lst Inf Div rein-
forced by 635th TD tn, Towed atta Corps. XXI Corps attacks 22 Mar, 3
/
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divisions abreast, 7lst Inf Div on the right, 100th Inf Div on the left - advance
to the Rhine River - be prepared to assist VI Corps on right or south. 7lst Inf
Div reinforced attacks at 220800A Mar, seizing Pirmasens and continues in its
sone of action to the Fhine River. Company A 635th TD Bn Towed attached to 66th
Inf Reft will support that unit in its advance at 220800A Mar in the extreme
left-northern- part of the Div zone of action, seizing and capturing Pirmasens.
Company B attached to 5th Inf Regt initially in Div reserve will support that
unit and with them will be prepared to proceed to civ of Munchweiler as a first
objective and further to the east along the main axis of advance on Div order.

- Company C 635th TD Bn Towed attached to the 1lith Inf Regt will continue to support

that unit in its present defensive mission protecting the Div right flank - be
prepared to assemble on Div order as Div reserve - will support on order the
initiation of vigorous patrolling on Div right flank.

Company A reported that their lst platoon in position vic of Gr. deinhausen
heavily mortared by enemy during afternoon of 21 Mar.

Company C reported that their 2nd Flatoon in position in Schweix shelled by
enemy during night of 21 Mar,

Received 7ield Order #8, Hq 71st Inf Div dated 222330A Mar - XXI Corps continues
its advanee to Rhine River, Divs abreast, 71lst Inf Div on right and 100th Inf
Div on left = prepared to assist VI Corps on the right (south). T7lst Inf Div
reinforced advances by motor 230600A Mar seizingz west bank of Rhine River in
its zone. Company B 635th TD Bn Towed attached to 5th Inf Regt will move with
that unit 230600A Mar with the infantry motorized and will assist and support
regt outposts west bank Rhine River in Div zone of action. Company A 635th TD
Bn Towed attached to 66th Inf Regt will move toward Rhine River vhen regimental
move initiated. Company C 635th TD Bn Towed attached to l4th Inf Regt will move
toward khine River when rezimental move initiated. 66th Inf Regt moves when
trucks moving 5th Inf Regt return and 14th Inf legt moves when trucks return
from moving 66th Inf Regt toward concentration area on way to ihine west bank.
635th TD BEn Towed Advance CF will move with Div Forward ZIchelon.

Battalion Advance CF moved -~ left coord 775494 ~“itche, ilsace, France 1030 hrs
23 lar and arrived at coord 908658 Pirmasens, Cermany - assembly area - 1330 hrs
23 Mar - crossed into Jermany again at 1130 hrs at coord 7464 one km southeast
of Hornbach - distance traveled 29.2 mi.

Bn idvance CF moved - left as-emi ly area coord 908658 Pirmasens, Germany 1605 hrs
23 Mar and arrived coord 138689 Kirnthal, Germany 1800 hts 23 lar - distance
traveled 12.5 mi.

Enroute with Bn CP to hiimnthal, Tec 5 Spackman took 3 enemy prisoners - turned
in to PW cage enroute.

Company A reported: On 22 lar at 160C hrs at coord 905696, hth Flutcon captured
16 enemy =nd at 18CO hrs at coord 905692 7 enemy - total f{or 4Lih Flatoon 23
prisoners. 1lst Flatoon captured 4 enemy at 1145 hrs and 2 enery &t 1500 hrs
‘near their position - total for 1lst IMatoon é prisoners. 3rd Ilatcon c-rtured
51 enemy /nd 1 It:-lian firhting with Germ:n army - total for 3rd _lectcon - 52
prisoners. Tot=l bar for a corpily for 22 iar - €1 Iri.oners of .ar.
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3n CP moved from coord 132689 iinrthal, Germany at 000 hrs 21 iar and arrived
ut sssembly area Landau, Je many coord 270676 100 hrs 2/ iar - distance truveled
9.3 mi.

Pvt Cnleasno, lig Co, teck 3 Ris; Italians fihiting wilh the Zerzin army.

Bn CF moved from acsembly area Landsu, Jermeny coord 270076 1440 hrs 24 lar tna
errived conrd 292763 Edenkobe:r., Jermany 1540 hirs 2/ kar - distunce ircveled 7.2
miles.

Company A reported: Left ccord 77059 Breidenbuch, alsuce, fruace 0800 hrs 22
lar snd arrived coord 902067 Pirmasens, ZJermany 15CC hrs 22 lar - dist-ce
triveled 27.2 mi.

Company 4 moved - lefl coora 502°€7 Pirmasens, Germany 1015 hrs 23 lLar and
arrived ccord 337807 lachen, Geirmany 1600 hts 23 sar - distance traveled 45 ni.
Lts Froctor, Harrington and Thonpscn, searching for billets in Lachen for their
platoons, captured ), eneny - turned over to FW Cage.

Company B reporteds Lefi ccord &10595 area 500 reters southwest of ‘aldhausen,
Alsace, Fr-nce 0930 hre 23 lar and srrived gdenkoben, Germeny ccord 302766 2100
hrs 23 iar - distirce traveled 6C nd.

Compiny B moved - left coord 3C2766 Edenkoben, Germany 0270 hrs 24 kéar and
arrived Gchwegenhelm, Germany, ccord 425746 13C0 hrs 24 her - distance traveled
16 n)j-.

Enroute to Edenlcben 23 lar on road at approximate coord 286695 scuth cf Knor-
ingen, the column was subjected to enemy time fire; one zun placing air bursts
down the entire len:th of column. 2nd Lt Joodrow C Larson was LiaA, sh. 1l
fragment flech wound right arm - evacuated throush Slst Jleardin i jany.

Coupany L picked up 15 eneny nrisoners enroute Lo Edenkoben. (Vs were picked
up south of gdeshein, Gz=rmany wnd turned over to iPFs - capture made at 1930 hrs
on 23 iar. Third Ilatoon toox 2 enemy prisoners at 0600 hrs 2/ Lar in field
outsaide of Edenkoben.

iteccived Troop assignment #68 (secret) 19 kar, hq, 12th army Group, rar 4 "VuCG
of 15 har directing the following changes in status of troops, 63%th TD Bn -
Towed remains assigned First U 3 Arny and attached 8ixth aArmy Groug.

Company B attached to 5th Inf ie;:t given change in mission according to change
of plan given to 5th Inf Regt at 232330 Mar. Lission ordered 5th Inf legt
supported by Company B to move to lieingarten und to attack along axis weingarten
Westheim Germer:heim, to seize bridzes of the lhine at Germersheim. This attack
was launched at 24050C Mar in conjunction with CCR of 12th arud piv noving on
Germersheim from direction of Speyer. attack was to cease if enemy blew bridges
prior to execution of mlssion (auth G-3 periodic keport Hg 7lst Inf Div 24 lLar),

Received Secret Unit Assignment Order #52 of 20 lar, Hq, Sixth army Group, Par

8 "635th TD Bn Towed assijned to Twelfth Army Group, having been attached to
Sixth Army Group on 15 lar is eff sd attached to Seventh army". Far 9 “The
above change in assignmenl and/or attachment will become eff upon arrival at )4,

g‘_ o RIRRE ,W m  pl
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Narrative, Appendix No 1, Mar 45, Hq 635th TD Bn, Towed, cont'd.

new station®. (Paragraph #9 rescinded ser Secret letter 22 Mar, Sixth Army
Group, subject "Unit Assignment Order #52).

Company B reported: 12 ensmy prisoners taken on 24 Mr in Schwegenheim (2 by 4th P
Platoon, 7 by 3rd Platoon and 3 by 2nd Platoon). 2 were S8 Troopers. 5 taken

by 3rd FPlatoon were proceeding along RR tracks when ordered to halt by Pvt
Anderson. Enery hit ground and when Anderson opened fire they surrendered.

B Company positions received light and intermittent enemy shelling thoughout
night 24,-25 Mar. . '

Cpl Paul DiMaio INA shrapnel wound left index finger during enemy shelling while
Company on road at coordinate 288695 south of Knoringen - 1830 hrs 23 Mar - care
and dressing by our own medics and returned to duty.

Capt Leland H Williams, commanding Company A reported the follwing to the Bn
Comdr: When Company A left Bridenbach, Alsace, France on 22 Mar, the 1lst platoon
was attached to the 3rd Bn of the 66th Inf Regt which was the lead Bn in a regi-
mental plan to attaek in a column of battalions and occupy the town of Pirmasens,
Germany. The town was taken without resistance; however, prior to entry, the
regimental advance was stopped because of a large group of divilians sighted
outside of the town. 1st Platoon comdr, lst Lt Proctor, with two 1/4 tons
advanced to the head of the column and broke up the gathering and took 3 enemy
prisoners and then selected hasty gun positions for his platoon. Then Capt
Williams entered Pirmasens with Lthe tanks assigned to the 66th Inf Regt and
brought his other gun platoons into town and established a company CP in Pir-
masens., Our 3rd Flatoon sighted & group of enemy in woods and sent out a small
patroll and a number of prisoners were tcken, Another A Company patrol took

40 prisoners amd the 4th Platoon shook down buildings in their immediate area
and took 10 more in all. A Company took 81 prisoners. On the next advance to
lachen, Germany on 23 Mar at 1000 hrs the tanks left with a company of infantry
mounted. At 1030 hrs Capt Williams left and had 90 infantry mounted on a number
of Company A halftracks and went forward until they were roadblocked by vehicles
of the 5th Inf Regt on the highway parked two to three vehicles abreast near
Landau., Capt Williams then had his 1/4 ton go to the head of the column where
he met a Lt of the 66th L & R platoon and proceeded to Edenkoben as he wanted

to get Company A off the highway. He led his company into Edenkoben and with
the Lt of the I & R platoon and all of Company A moved to Lachen via Neustadt.
Company A took over Lachen as the infantry refused to move in still being under
the impression the town had not yet been cleared. iihile looking for billets

in Lachen, our o*ficers took L prisoners who were turned into the PW cage in
Neustadt. Company A transported 6C infantry to Geinsheimer and found a number
of 12tl. Armd vehicles there, The Regimental S-X (66th Inf Regt) learned from

a B that the enemy planned a counterattack and called on Capt williams for
assistance stating that the regiment was split with no control in effect also
that he intended to set up & CP to pick up stragglers. Capt Williams organized
the defense of Lachen utilizing the 4 gun platoons. A Lajor Spencer of the

3rd Bn 66th Inf Regt reported that he and a party of 3C Lk were ambushed in

the woods east of Jeisenleim and the iegimental S-X requested Capt williams to
take action., A conbat patrol was promptly organized by Capt Jilliams consisting
of thr-e halftracks of his 3rd platoon and three 1/L tons. The 3¢ guns were

not taken., Lt Froctor remained in Lachen and toox charge cf tlic defense of that
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town., At 2200 hrs, Capt Williams led his patrol te Jeisenheim. lie went
ferward on foot with 1st Lt Thompson, 3rd platoon commander, to see if L

town was cleared cf cnemy and brought all vehicles in, less one 1/4 ton which
was left on the RJ southeast of town as a roadblock., At the edge of town, the
party met 21 men of 'ajor Spencer's party who claimed that all but 5 men

were accountzd for and that they believ=d the 5 were either wounded or dead.
The patrel proceeded and the halftracks remalned ‘n a group of buildin-s
approximately one ldlometer from the edge of the woods while Capt .iilliums

in a 1/l ton went forward to the aedge of woods tc¢ make a recommaissance for
positions for the vehicles to start the attack i1f necessary. ihile he remalned
in the woods alone, his 1/4 ten returned Lo Lhe troops and directed the vellicles
inte the pouitions chosen by Capt Wwilliams, whicl were bLehind the disrpunted
troons,  Fluaidng zusrds were posted.  an infantry LU remzined with the vellicles
capl Ji"lieams led the paztrol and was clesely followed b I1st Lt Thompscn. .Lijor
Spegger rezained at the toil end of the patrcl, The woeds were tlhoroughly
seared ord the patrol failed to £ind any traces of the 5 missing men, nor of
any en2yy - in faclt, nc traces of uny combat were ncticed. .t tle eact end of
the weolds, Lhe pabrol acsexdled und returned to the rear while 10C rds 45 cul
viere exyendad in an effort to draw fire sid conslderable noise was nade as
well, bLut decired results were not forthcoming. The patrol reactied bhe casl
edze of woods ot 0200 nhirs znd rebturnad te Lachen at OLOC Lirs,

Bri Ln ( witk Division adviind tret 71ct Inf Div with this battalion attiached
relicved of abtactrent LXI Corps 'nid attact 2d to VI Corps effective 1200 hres
25 lLar per VOGS 7ist Inf Oiv.

Received (perations Instructions #4, liq 71st Inf Div dated 251200 Mar: Cougpany

B attacued to 5th Inf Regt will move with that unit to concentration vic leuhofen.
Company A attached to 66th Inf Regt will move with that unit to concentration
area vic Ludwipgshaven. Company C attached to 1l4th I..f Regt will close in vie
Speyer and support regiment's vigorous patrolling activities across the Rhine
River during hours of darkness, assist in execution of demonstration viec

Speyer R~5180 that feint there be made to look lilke real crossing.

Company C reported: Left coord 837558 Roppweiler, Alsace, France 1930 hrs 22
Mar and arrived coord 862601 Trulben, Germany 2015 hrs 22 Mar - distance trav-
eled 4 miles (crossed into Germany at ccord WQ@B48558). Company C left coord
862601 Trulben, Germany 2015 hrs 23 Mar and arrived coord 445771 Harthausen,

" Germany 1830 hrs 24 Mar - distmce traveled 50 miles. 2nd platcon heavily

shelled b enemy in Otterstadt during 24 Mar. On 24 kar 3rd platoon captured
L, prisoners in Speyer, 2nd platoon 3 priscners in Ctterstadt and Ath platoon
L prisoners in llarthausen, left coord 445771 Earthausen, Germany 1630 hrs

25 Nar and wurrived coord 502813 Speyer, Germany 1715 hrs - distance traveled

5 miles,

Company A reported: left Lachen, Germany coord 337807 2C30 hrs 25 Mar and
arrived coord 456855 area 1-1/2 miles south of Schifferstadt, Germany 2115 hrs
25 Lar - distance traveled 17.5 mlles. 1st platoon took 5 prisoners at Lachen
1200 hrs 25 Mar and 3 priscners in Schifferstudt 2100 hrs 25 Mar. Z<nd platoon
took 1 prisoner in Schifferstadt 2100 hrs 25 kar,

Bn CP left coord 292763 Edenkoben, Germany 1330 hrs 26 Mar and arrived Schiffer-
stadt, Germany coord 465863 at 1435 hrs 206 Mar - distance traveled 18,/ miles.
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28

Received Operations Instructions #5, 261400A Mary Hq 7lst Inf Div - Company B
supporting 5th Inf Regt will move with ¢hat unit to Leuhofen area to relieve
elemsnts 100th Inf Div by 262,00A Mar. Company A supporting 66th Inf gt will
move with that unit to area northwest of ludwigshafen to relieve elemernts cf
100th Inf Div by 262,00A Mar. 635th TD Bn T will continue present suppuriing
mission, reconnoiter and select alternate positions for 90mm gun; employ zun
ageinst targets ®ast of Fhine River in Division zone.

Company C reported:s two 3" guns of Lt McClellan's platvon meved to river vnany
to support patrol of lith Inf Regt Rhine River crossing &t 2300 hrs 2 iir anc
0230 hrs 26 Mar at Speyer. Crossing to East bank at 2300 hrs uneverntful;
however, at 0230 the enemy fired oonsiderable artillery at tre buildings arcund
our gun positions - no targets available for our gune, 2nd plsteon in pociticon
at Otterstadt heavily shelled through night 25-26 kar. Pfc Zieders, lrdic
attached to Co C, captured two enemy on 25 Mar at Speyer,

Company "B" reporteds Left Schwegenheim, Germany coord L25746 1600 hire 25 lar
and arrived coord 440798 Hanhofen, Germany 1700 hrs 26 Lar - distance traveled

3 miles, left coord 440798 Hanhofen, GermanylO3C hrs 20 Lar und arrived ccord
498917 Neuhofen, Germany - distance treveled 1L miles. Compsny E halftracks
transported 5th Inf Regt forward on 25 and 26 lar. Six vehicles carried approxi-
mately 150 infantry and equipment in addition to our own crew and equiprerl.

Cgl Headley, Security Cpl, 1st platoon, tock 4 prisuners at rfheingontelm cu

26 Mar,

Company A reported: Left coord 456855 area 1-1/2 miles south of SGchifferstadt,
Germany at 1400 hrs 26 Mar and arrived coord 46599/ Cgersheim, Germany 145( hrs
26 Mar - distance traveled 11.5 miles., 1st Lt Froctor tcok 3 rriscners in
liandach at 1300 hrs 26 Mar.

Company C reported: 2nd platoon at Ctterstadt received intermittent shelling
through night 26~27 Mar. 1st platoon in pccition it nkenber-hof woods received
intermittent snelling through night 2(-27 Mar.

Company B reported: 1lst platoon took 2 priscners at ieingonreim 27 Jer., 3rd
platoon took one rriscner 26 lar at ./aldsee.

Recelved Secret letter dated 24 Yar 45, .G 370.5-C, g ceventh .rmy, subject:
"Acsipgnment and attachment C(rder" - par 3(d) "635th TJ bn Towed ausi wued e
Twelfth aAr'my Grcup 1c attached to Seventh ~I'my effective 15 iarch 19451,

Company C reported: 3Sgt Marintzer's fun, on regimentel crder, went into peoi-
tion at 2100 Lrs 27 kar to fire 1lluminating mi:cions over .iine <2 call - no
firing - fun withdrawn at daylicht,

3n Comdr appreved the following promotion in Zompany As Szt James A, [elscn,
19079097, to 5/55t, duty €21, Zup,ly Sot.

Bn CP moved - left cuord L65863 Schifferstadt, Jermany st 1050 rrs 22 Lar and
arrived Oggersheim, Nermany coord 465995 at 1120 hrs 2¢ Lar - distance traveled
9.1-& rnileSo
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29

Bn Comdr advised that pending Field (rder frcm Div Hq now in preparation (35th
TD Bn T with 7Tlst Inf Div relieved attachment sSeventh Army and further attached
tc Third Af'my - that 103rd Div relieves 71st Inf Div thic date and ccmplete
relief by noon 29 kar. Company B attached tc 5th Inf izgt will arsemble in vic
Schifferstadt, Company C attached tc 14tlh Inf ezt will ascemble vic Speyer and
Company A attached to 66th Inf Rest will assexble vic Ludwigshafen, 635th Ty
Bn T (~) will assemble present location (. ‘ersheim wid rreparc fir depsrture

by noon 29 Mar. Bn CC made arrancements for Kear chelon to depart ;resent
location Landuu and assemble vic QOggersheim by mernirny; 29 lar (Seafirmed by
Field Order #9, Hq 7lst Inf Div 2813454 lar excertin: last sentence concernin-
movement of Rear Lchelon).

2nd pletuon, cn section, Hg Co, joined Bn CF for new rmi:ision.

. Heceived 3ecret letter, lg ifirst Us armr, 21 lar 45, subject: Irvop wonijun-

ment 29, par 3 "YOIG 15 kar 45 635th TD 3n I relieved attachment VII Corrs,
attached Sixth army Grour but remains aczisned first Ul 3. aremyt.

Recelved Jecret letter, Hq Seventh my 2/ Lor 45 subject: attachurent (rler.
ngffective 12004 25 lar 45, 635th TD Bn T relieved frem present altachment to
XXI Corps and are attacred to VI Corps fur operations.

Company B reported - left coord 498917 .eutofen 1730 hrs 2¢ lar und crrived
coord L59868 schifferstudt, Germany at 1830 hrs 28 lLar - distarce tr veled
6 miles,

Capt 4lliams, Company A, reported reccver; of sbandened 1/h ton .i2077050-5,
iotor 14,8509-237635 at ccord L5008 vic studerntieim b - 3rd ; latcon. Leport
submitt~d to CG, 71st Inf Div,

Received revised [leld Crder #10, iy 71st Inf Liv dated 2910004 lLar - 7lcl Inf
Dlv with attachnents, moves at 29130, Lar LS5 tc es<enbly wrea vie %o oniwusen
b~ rmotor prepared for further acticn--Conpany C 035th To Bn 7 attecheu tu I4lh
Inf Regt will depart their »nresent location upeyer ond arrive at IP 4l al
hutterstadt 1409 hours 29 Lar. Company & 655tk TD Bn 1 attuchoed to 66U Ius
Reft will depart their present location (ggers!.eim and arrive al Ir pl amltor-
stadt 1926 hrs 29 Mar. Company B 635th TO Bn T alleched to 5th Inf jegl will
depart their nresent location Schifferst:dt and arrive at LI #1 lullorstadt

at 2256 hrs 29 Lar, 635th TD Bn T (-) will depart their precenl leculicn o gers-
heim (with Rear Schelon from Landau) wd srrive iF #1 iutterstadt Ly 0020 Lirs
30 lar,

Bn Comdr advised by Asst Div Comdr, Bri;. Gen. golfe, that dv and this Dn
attached to XX Corps upon arrival new area,

secelved Sceret movement order dated Q€ Nar, hkq seventli arny, instructivns to
CG, VI Corps Lo nove 635th T Bn T to .wckenl.ausen, effective upon depurture
Seventh Arny area, 635th D Bu T relieved from attachment to VI Corps and cou-
trol of geventh army and puce to conbrol of Twelfth arny Sroupe.

Bn CP left Ozgersheim, Germany coord 465995 at OL15 hrs 30 Mar and arrived
at assembly area coord 04213) Lbrnygch, Germany 1035 hrs 30 har, distaice
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3l

traveled 56,5 miles (Rear Echelon joined column at Neustadt from Landau)

Bn CP (including rear schelon) left assembly area Dornbach, Germany coord
042131 at 1830 hrs 30 Mar and arrived coord 766629 Heusenstamm, Germany 0220

.hrs 31 Mar - distance travelsd 80 miles (Bu CP crossed-Rhine River et 2320

hrs 30 Mar at Nierstein. Rear Echelon in sams colum - last vehicle crossed
2340 hrs.) '

Bn Ln O 1lst Lt Fommett advised that 635th TD Bn T attached to 7lst Inf Div
further -attached to XII Corps.

Company C reported: Left coord 502813 Speyer, Germany 1435 hrs 29 Mar and
arrived Dielkirchen, Germsny coord 0618 2100 hrs 29 Mar - distance traveled

64 miles, Left coord 0618 Dielkirchen, Germany 0950 hrs 30 Mar and arrived
coord 796643 Oberthausen, Germany 1600 hrs 30 Mar - distance traveled 72 miles,
Crossed Rhine River at Nierstein at 1300 hrs 30 Mar.

Company B reported:s laft coord 459868 Schifferstadt, Germany 0100 hrs 30 kar
and arrived liledermoschel, Germany coord 039259 at 0630 hrs 30 Mar - distance
traveled 67 miles. Left coord 039259 liiedermoschel, Germany at 2330 hrs 30
Mar and arrived coord 691625 Neu-Isenberg, Germany 0645 hrs 31 Mar - distance
traveled 62 miles - crossed Rhine River at 0315 hrs 31 Mar at Nierstein.

Company A reporteds Left Cggersheim, Germany coord 465994 at 1705 hrs 29 kar
and arrived Gangloff, Germany coordinate 977185 at 2330 hrs 29 Mar - distance
traveled 79.6 miles. Left coord 977185 Gangloff, Germany 1430 hrs 30 Mar and
arrived coord 753572 Dietzenbach, Germany 2125 hrs 30 Mar - distance traveled
83,4 miles - crossed Rhine River 1500 hrs 30 Mar at Nierstein.

Received Field Crder #12 Hq 71st Inf Div 311800A Mar - XII Corps continues

attack in _ts zcne, 1lth Armd Div on right followed by 26th Inf Div, 4th Armd
Div on left followed by 90th Inf Div. T7lst Inf Div continues micsions protect-
ing right - south - flank XII Corps. Company A 635th TD Bn T attached to 66th
Inf Regt will move with -that unit 10700 Apr tc area vic Gelnhausen. Will support
the CT 66 in occupying, organizing and defending along line Haller, Gelnhausen
and protect XII Corps right flank. Company B, 635th TD Bn T, attached to 5th

Inf Regt will move with that unit 1 Apr to assembly area generally between Hanau
and Rinidngen. Company C 635th TD Bn T attached to 14th Inf Regt continues pre-
sent mission.

umary

The Battalion continued tc reinforce the ,th Cavalry Greup, Mecz In its contested

advance to Cologne with tre VII Corps until Group meinforced was pinched out at the
western bank of tae Rhine River north of Colcgne. Battalicn continued to guard the
fhine River in the sector we occupied until 10 lar when we were advised the 3attalion
vwas relieved of -attachment to VII Corps and 4tl: Javalry Group Mecz to which organi-
zation we were attached since 1 September 194/, throvugh France, Belgium and Germany
and back tc Belgium for the Battle of the Bulge; and further attached to Seventh Army
upon arrival their area.
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in his capacity as Provost Marshal of 4Lth Cavalry Group kecz and attached units
sent small groups of officer and enlisted sersonnel to register the civilian popu-
lation cf the towns in group zone - to pick up arms, etec., arranged for screening
b, CIC of population and transperted displaced persons to authorized CP camps.

ur attachment to the 7lst Infantry Division became effective with our arrival,
and attechment to Seventh Army. OCur line conmpanies are under the control of the
uvivision's Zegimental antitank officers and generally are beingz used to reinforce
organic regizental antitanx defenses., D3scause of the nature of the operations, and
the apparent disaprearance of enemy armor, we have nct fired at any enemy tanks
since our arrival for campaign Southern France. e huve enploycd our troops as
irfantry in patrclling activities and have captured 152 »risoners between Larch 15th

and 21lst. e were rezponsible fer the regiments capturing many more.

“he 635th Tank Zestrcyer Tattalion, Towed, crosstd the iliine Rkiver on 3C and
31 Larch 1940,
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