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HEi\.DQUART&'.S 636th T.ri.NK DESTROYEr~ BATTALION 
Office of t he Battalion Commander 

SUBJTIDT : Transraittal of H2cords . 

AFO 758 , U. S . Amy 
3 Novenber 194L:-

TO : Conu-nanding General, SevePth Army , AFO 758, U. S . Army 

1. Pursuac'1t to instructions cont ained in Letter, Allied Force 
Headquarters, dated 20 April 1943 , f ile AG 31L,.7/389 0-IE, Subject: 
Historical Records n.nd His tories of Organizations, traJ1smitted herc:m:Lth 
Operations in :B'r a11ce, October 194L" of t his Battalion . 

2. Conclus ions : 

It is believed the.t t:1e TD is of little v alue to tl1o inf~mtr.r as 
a close support weapon when t he infa..Dtry is working in n. heavily -\looded 
area. The enemy usually reacts swiftly vvit h a rtiller.f and norto.r fire 
when he sees or hears t he a nnor att empt to pu sh for.vard. Progres s ir3 
necessarily slow f or t h·3 bulky TD 1s, their field of fire negligible, 
and their open turre t makes it possible for morta r fire to land on the 
inside of t he mount. Tree burs ts from both mortar and artillery fi re 
are also highly eff ective against personnel comprising th-3 crew. I :., a 
si t uB:bion such a s this it is loCOilmended tha t the TD 1 s available to t~1~.1.t 
patticuJ.o.r portio··, of the i nfantry iJe eithor ac>s;mblod o.<l t:n ::; ::,1~ ; o:~· ::;-~; 

'.Voods in a ready pos i tion , 1vhore they can move f orvvard. i n bounds , or 
allowed to t nJi.:e u p indirect fire -~;osi tions where t h ey c2.n support the 
infantry attack by art illery fire. Experience in comiJa t over e .. ~Jeriod 
of time has proven t hat cr evr uember s lose t heir individual in:ttin.tive 
and aggress i veness when they are subjected to heavy fire of etJiY nature 
for do.ys at a tim-e when they. thcnselves bave no opportLmity, or a :L'8 in 
no posit ion , to fire back . Therefore it is recommended t.hn.t ::1v:mever 
possible the TD Conp::my Commander or P:Ln.toon Corruna.nder be consulted as 
to the selection of positions . Normal ly he c ru1 select po:Ji t io::;:l fror.1 
nhich tho TD 1 s can gi ve th8 i Hi!:X:iJn.ur,1 anou:nt of support. 

Based on experio: lCe it i s b Jlieve d. t > a t :i.n- lJilos t s i tu? t io21c; the 
mission of cuo.rdin:::; a f l ank j_ s a proper miss .Lon f or :m orgcudc 'L'D 
battalion , or at least a TD batta lion less one or possibly t i7o r_;Lm 
companies. The nunb e r of :';un coT":."Jr nies is depender: t upon t i1e t erra i n 
-9.nd distance to b e cov ered , whether the s:i.tu<1.tion is fas 0 ~1ov:Lne:; or 
stable, and vrhether or r:ot an a r r1.0red cowJ.teratta ck is an •J lle r:1y 

capability . 

The tank destroyer b<'.ttetl:i.on is so organized rd.th :~ t::; higi1ly :·wl::Jile 
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reconnaissance company and the self-propelled destroyer companies that 
it is capable of moving to the desired fla.l'lk with e. minimum amount of con
fusion and loss of time. The three reconnaissru1ce platoons of Reconnaissance 
Oompa.ny would be used to maintain patrols (either mo1..mted or foot), establish 
and man listening posts, OP1 s, and furnish security for advance TD positions . 
They also would be used to keep contact with the enemy and maintain liaison 
with adjoining tmits. The Pioneer Platoon of Reconnaissance Company is 
trained and equipped to construct physical ar.oad blocks, lay mines and per
form other engineer duties • All TD 1 s not used on their prjJUary miss ion, or 
held in reserve for primary missions, could take up p:>si tions of readiness 
or indirect fire positions (or both, if possible) where they cou1d provide 
effective artillery support. One of the principal advantages of usine ru1 
organic .TD battalion f or a mission of this type is the efficient conunul"lic·"'
tion set up available. There are a sufficient number of rad.i.os with trai.YJ.ed 
operators available to set up any size net without any delay vvhatsoever. 
This is especially advantageous when ru1 armored counterattack is an enemy 
capabilit-y and time in properly dispersing and coordinating such n flank 
force is of utmost importance. 

It is believed that the school for gunners and drivers conducted 
by the First Armored Group will be invaluabl8 in tro.ining crew memb e rs for 
the TD 1 s. The problem of having skilled p8rsonnel on hand t.o replclCe 
casualties has becon e increasingly difficult - the School should help 
alleviate tha t condition. The ideal situation would be fore the School 
to receive replacements f rom the depot and have them trained prior to 
the time they are assigned to a unit. 

1 Incl: 
Narrative of operations for t he month 
of October 1944, with attached a.11nexes. 

J [~ c I?. ;~ rr ------
- 2-

ED.lil.Rn PURDY 
Lt Colonel, Inf. 

Cormnanding 
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HFADQUAHT.rnB 6J6th TANI\ DI!STR.OYffi BATTA.J-'I ON 
AFD 758 U. S • .Army 

3 tl ovember 19L;l~ 

The Purdy Blocking Force, formed 30 September 1944, \'ras given the 
mission of blocking the Vologne River west of Lepanges and keepi D(S pressure 
on the enemy in that s ector. An additional mission we.s to maintain conta.ct 
with elements of the 45th Infru1try Division on the left f lank and the W.st 
ROT, 36th Division on the right f l ank . The Blocking I! 'orce consis ted of 
Company B, 636th TD Battalion, Compa..'tly B, 753d Tank Battalion, Compeey B, 
lllth Ehgineers (les s one platoon ) and the 36th Reconnaissance ·rroop . 

By mid-moming the .Battalion Command Group had moved to a previously 
selected eP site in DOCELL153 , V-165500, where close liaison, as well as 
wire conunu:.r'lications, were mai ntained with the Battalion' s fo:rwr->,rd elements 
and with the attached u..'1.its t hat comprised the Purdy Blocking Force. 

The Battalion Conunander and Executive Officer reconnoitered and ;;elect
ed positions in the vicinity of LEPA....lll'GES that would be suitable inst.Ulations 
to enable the Blocking Force to .accomplish the mission that had been assic;ned 
by the Oonnnanding General, 36th Infan try Divis i on . ft ·n~ r.,_eki ng de t ailed 
reconnaissance of the J-' 1-~ANGES sector, the Battalion Commander o.nd Executive 
Officer r eturned to the Batt<U.ion CP, where the Battalion Com;nander issued 
ru.s order to the CO 1 s of the attached lmi t s , giving the deta.ils concern:i.J.1~ 
the miss i on, the sector to be defended, organ.ization of the ~round, prepar
ations to extend positions and an orientation of enemy troop dispositions . 

All elements of the Pur dy Blocking l"orce ass embled in DE:i'C:U\OiiT , 
V-193528, and at 1200 hour s started movement to their positions in the 
vicinity of LEPANGE3. About mid- aft ernoon it was reported tha t all of 
the Blocking I!'orce hc.d been positioned s o 8. S to repel a..11.y enemy res :Lt ance 
that might occur in the sector. Three strongly defended road blocks '.7 ere 
established in the vicinity of the tovm, Road Block No. 1 being at V-217-
542, No. 2 at V-2085/+5 and ll o. J at V-190547. All of t hes e i nstallRtions 
were well fortified with armor, its pieces so placed as to protect the 
flan..lcs ru1d the avenues of approach into the positions. Listening Posts 
were established to the front of t he road blocks where the engi nee r s 
emplaced a net ViOrk of mines and booby traps as an added protection f or 
the posts. Two Company ngu destroyers were in direct fire positions on 
Road Block No. 1, while f our others were in concealed indirect fi re pos
itions in the vicinity of DEYGILOi-!T, vicinity of V-193533. The remainder 
of the Company we.s i n reserve south of the town. 

Wire comnTLmications vmre so set up t h:1.t t he Batta~ion Commander, f rom 
his DOCELI,£'3 CP could converse with personnel n.t the most cli.s tan t Li steniwt 
Post. Through this excellent set up the .S-3 received hourly report; from o 

the Listening Posts regarding the _ si tL1ation existing in their sectors. 
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Patrols were acti ve to t he flanks and front, feeling out t he enemy 

and learning the types and conditions of roads, includin~ effects of the 
inclement weather. One patrol upon reaching :rn.YS, fow1d the town clear 
of enemy, so a listening post was established to enable the Battalion 
Commander to keep abreas t with the situation in t he vicinity of FAYS . 

During the day the Company 11 ·J11 destroyers supported elements of 
the l,4lst ROT in its drive on Hill 609, V-2252. After recei ving intense 
enemy SA., mortar and SP fire, the destroyers ::md infantry troops were 
forced to withdraw to PR:ii:Y , V-2253, at 1900 hours. 

The Company 11A11 destroyers a ssisted the 142d RC'r in clearinG the 
enemy from a road block in t he vicinity of V -226454. As this miss ion 
was being accompdlished, SP fire was received from another road b lock a t 
V -24241~5. A number of the Company 11A11 destroyers were set up in def
ensive and anti-tank positions along the main h.i..ghway rmming southeast 
through TN'JDON • 

Throu_ghout the ni?;ht ·and during t h e enrly morning hcur s of 2 Octob:Jr, 
no enemy activity was reported in the sector occupied by the Pur dy !:3lock
ing Force. Moderate enemy art ille:ry shell fire fell in the areas occupied 
by other elements of the f3attalion . Pceconnaissance Corrtpany in a reserve 
status in the 143 d RCT sector undenvent a heavy enemy mort a r and artill ery 
barrage in the vicinity of EWCOU'Ifl=~RE shortly after drtvm. 

A four-man enemy pe.trol, ·,1hile r econnoi tering in the vicinity of 
V -215542, was challen;;ed and me.de prisoners by the occupants of Eoad 
Block No. 2. 

During the morning a1·1 inspec tion was made of all road blocks b:- the 
Battalion Comma..nder and Co:mm2ndi ng Officer, 36th Reconnaissance Troop . 
They reported tha t all i nstallntions vtere well established, conceal ed 
a.:nd reacly to intercept any h os tile fo rce that mi ght appear. 

Through the Battalion 1s J.;i.aison officer with the l4ls t RCT , and the 
liaison radio vehicle with the elements of t he 179th Infantry, /+5th D:Lv
ision, the Battalion Comm:mder rras kept well informe d of the situat i on 
in the neighboring sectors . \lith this information and t h rough detailed 
study of available maps and photographs, the Battalion CoJTuna.uder vras able 
to make plans that would accomplish the reconnaissance missions assisned 
to the Blocking Force. 

The tanks and tank destroyers in D,XC1HONT were r eeistered in f or in
direct fire missions during the morning and through wir e comnn.mications 
with Division Artillery , the destroyers were available to that Headcn.w.rters 
a s well as t he Blocking Force fo r missions. A forward ob server from Div
ision Artillery nas assign ed to the Force s o as to ad;jus t llea~rJ c ~"liber 
a rti l l ery Ghell f:i_re if i.t ·.v-ere needed . 

Reports were rece ived giving the loc2.tion of enemy troop dispo,sitions 
and an OP. The Company 11 ;311 ind.i.rect J)ieces pl aced sev err:t l effective con
centrations on the a r eas . I n addition to the latter, sev er al h::iro.ssing 
fire missions were fired f or Div j_s i on ArtHlery. 
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Shortly after suns et haras sing enemy a rtillery shell fire fell j~ 
the Purd;y- Roa d Block Sector, whi~i e enemy artill ery shel l f i re of i ncreas 
ing intensity f ell on PREY, V - 220517. 

At 2316 hours t he Division G-3 called the CP and inf onnec_ the :&.xecu
tive Officer , Ma jor Richa r d A. D;mzi, 0-1822375, t hat he was t o colTllnMd 
a Task Force which would be a t tached t o t he 14lst RCT. He was instruct ed 
to report to t he CO, 14l s t RC'r , for f uthe r ins t ructions r eg::nuing the 
Force. 'rhe Battalion Commande r and Ei.'<e cut :i.v e Officer inunedj_at ely left 
t he OP to con t act t he CO , J..L1.l s t IWT . 

At 03002oA October the Battalion Oommonde r and Executive Officer 
r et urned t o the CP. The Executive Officer sta ted t hat his Task Force was 
to be comprised of Company A , 7 5J d Tank da.ttal l on (less one section ), Com
pany C, 6J 6th TD Batto.lion (less one pl a toon), ·Reconnaissance Conrpsny, 
636th TD Battalion , AT GompD.J.J.y , 14ls t RCT , Compruw F and one pl a toon Com
pany c, 14lst RCT. El ement s of the Force ;vere to ass emble i n PB.EY Ylith 
the infantry arriving about 0600 hours. The I•'orce was to l mmch its 
attack at 0700 hours, seizing the ob j e ctives within its zo:;,1e of a ction . 
Additional mis sions were to s ecur e the Divis ion ' s lef t f l ank , block al l 
road nets to t he north and northeast, and b e prepo..red to assi st i n the 
capturing of HEF.l'LE\'IONT . 

Shortly after dawn, J October, an i ncrease :l.n enemy shel lfi r e was 
r eported by all installa t i ons of the Purely Blocking Ii'orce i n b oth the 
LEP.iL~ G.ES and DEYClli!ONT a reas • 

The Dsnzi Task Force started novement f rom PREY towar ds 1I !rl.J:I,~,;o;, T, 
f orcing t he enemy to exhi bit a stronge r defensiv e atti tude wit h SP, heavy 
a rtillery, machine gun and mortar shell f ire of unabated intensi t y . Dur-ing 
t his action t he Battal i on Executj_ve Officer, Major Richard A. D<mzi, 
0-1822375, was injured by fragments from an enemy artille17 s hell whil e 
leading the infantry el ement s of t he Task li'orce forward. 

Through the Battal i on t s f onvard observers t hat vrere a t the Purdy 
Blocking Force t s f or1vard listeni ng post, counter-batter;{ fi r es vmre placed 
on the enemy arti llery '!ieces tLJ..t ;.Y"):r·e lrt;ting the }1 eavy cm:centra tions 
on PREY . 

At 13?..1 hour~3 i t '"aS lc:,_rnecl t:n.t 'i'ask Force Danzi h'ld DGnet:r.'at ecl o.,.'-8W 
positions eas t of PREY ·8.nd had r eached V- 23 553 5, southwes t of li'Jj'JrJHJJ . One 
pl a toon of Heconnaissance Cor.liJany hu.d b een sen t f orward t o obse rve the 
enemy's strength i n FII,::TI:HL ,7hi1e aJ1other pla toon e s t abli shGd a ro2..d :)lock 
a t V-220538 . 

The Battalion Co1Tli'l.ru1der re t ur ned t o t he CP at 1 502 h our ,s e.nd renorted 
tha t he had conferred vrit h the Divi sion Conmander a t 1430 hours . Th~ Div
i s ion Commander ha d stated t hat l1e desired vehicula r r econnaissance be made 
of the sector between t he Division 's l eft f l wJc and t he s ou t he r nmos t ele
ments of t he LJ-5th Divis i on . The purpos e of t h e mission was t o a s certain 
whether or not enem;y- occupied t he ar ea and if possible, its strengt h . 

1 
I 
I 
I 
I 



··' 
'.:., 

! !IIJJEZS!J17'i 
. ':~ ::==:;.~~)~~i~f.'~~~ 

-
Upon recelVlng t hose instructions, the Battalion Comn1ander contacted 
the CO 36th Reconnaissance Troop and directed that reconnaissru1ce be 
made, either by foot or vehicle, from FAYS to U VOID DE LA BORDE, and 
then to VJJV!ENit, vrhere the patrol should contact elements of the 179th 
Infantry. The Reconnaissance Platoo11 that was securing Road Block No. 
1 would be used for the mission, with a platoon of Engineers relieving 
them. 

The CO 36th Reconnaissance Troop called the CP at 1932 hours and 
informed the S-3 that the patrol which went fonvard to contact the 
179th had reached the heavily wooded area north of F1i.YS at 1211566, 
but had withdrawn to the vicinity of Road Block No. 2 a~ darkness and 
the poor condition of the roads prevented their movement forward .• 

During the evening the Division Commander called the CP ru1d i11formed 
the Battalion Commander that in addition to commanding the Purdy Blocking 
Force he would assume com.rnand of the Danzi Task Force. 

The Battalion Commander left the CP and visited the CO 14J.st HC'r 
with whom he discussed the employment of the Task Force. Upon return
ing to tho CP the Battalion Commander caHed the company commander of 
Company ucn and made arrangements for a conference at Compa.'1y 11 0 1 s 0 

PREY.' CP at 04063oA. October 1944. At that time he, with the inf'~ntry 
commanders, tank officers, CO Reconnaissance Company and CO Coml)any 
11 C11 would plan and put into operation the results of a plan of att!:wk 
on the morning of 4 October. The 36th Hecol'J.naissance Troop continued 
on its mission of contacting elements of the 179th Infantry and acc
omplished its mission at 1010 hours. 

Reconnaissance Company sent out foot patrols from PH.EY to contact 
and feel out the enemy 1 s disposition. One plato on was fo reed to with
draw after encounterin g heavy enemy SA. fire. Shortly after noon anotJ1er 
Reconnaissance Compruw patrol went forw·ard and retumed to PHEY at 
darkness after being pimv:!d. down. by enemy machine gun fire all afternoon. 

The ·Company 11 Bll destroyers that were in inclirect fir·3 positions in 
the vicinity of DEYOil\llONT ex-pended 537 rmmds of HE and 26 rounds of 
smoke on various known dispositions. The Company 11 C11 destroyers, in 
the vicinity of PREY, expended 55 rounds of HE on enemy pers01mel in 
its sector. 

During the afternoon the ,3attalion Oonunand Group moved to L i~Pt\J'TGr~J 
so as to better the communication system of the Purdy Block~Lng and Task 
Force, as well as enable the Batt8.lion Corm:rrander to maintain closer con
trol and coordination of the f orces w1der his command. 

At 1632 hours the S-3, 141st ECT called the CP and informed the 
Battalion Comnwnder that the Division Commander and CO 14lst TtCT h8.d 
directed that the Battalion Com.T:1P.:1der a ttack and get his armor through 
to F.Q~ill.HL if at all possible. 'I'he Battalion Commander cm1t~cted t he 
CO Company 11 C11 and gave \.1im orders to send the armor to FHUHL. 

l 
I 
I 
I 

II 

I 
I 
I 



·I 
I 

The CO 14J_st ROT called the CP at 1751 hours , a t VThich t:iJ118 the 
Battalion Conunander ori.dmted hi m on the situa tion existing o.long the 
Purcy f ront. Afte r learning t he si t uation t he CO J.,Us t IWT directed 
t hat t he a n nored group that had been sent ou t to tG.ke I'Il.t.cl.!IL be halt
e d a s enemy t roops occnpied strmo.g jJ'lstallations bet rve en our lines ::md 
t he town . He f urther directed tho.t t no de s troyer s an(l tm1.l::s i)a sm1t 
to V - 250514 to cwprise a r·oaCl. !)lock fo r ~::~rotecti::-1:5 the flOJJ..l:c of t i1e 
lJ.ls t RC T to the ea:3 t :J.il.cl south . 'l'lle CO , 1 s t 3at te..lion , 141 EOT , ~Tts 
to be cont acted upon the completion of es t ablishing the r o"l.d blo cl~ . 
T'ne Batta l i on Con1ma..11der called the CO Comlxmy 11Cll and bstr uct ed him 
to cont act the armo r ed group and h~v ::: them naint a i n pos itions fo r 
the night vrhich would enable theEl to pl a ce shell fire north of JE li .. .. :Lll, 
and protection to the 11CT' s l eft flank . Company 113 11 was giver~ the nis 
sion of sending t wo destroyer s and t wo t anks on the road t o HOUX , est
ablishing a road block a t V - 250514, co:lt Hcting t he 1s t ih ttalion 1/~J.st 
RCT, l earni ng its sit u:1.tion and giving t hem the di sposition o:l the 
road b lo.ck. 

Throughout t his period er~emy al~td.lle ry shell fire of bo t h lic;ht 
und heavy cal i b e r s ub j ected the L <;.PI.i. JG~ and PR.8Y areas to int ense 
barrages. 

Dur ing t he night Company 11AH fi r ed s everal har a s s i ng :miss:l.o::1s for 
Division Artil lery. Jus t - before dawn of 5 October 41+, OP #1 re nort r:ld 
t hat enemy v ehicula r t raf fi c coul d be heard i n the vicini ty of 'lAVAL , 

Reconnaissance Company and Compa.l'l;Y- ncn s et up ru1 observa t ion pos t 
so a s to direct shell f ire on reported e1:emy pos i tio:r1s o.nd e·ncsaee any 
effort ~mt fortl1 by the enemy in repul sing our Force 1 s movement f or rro. rc.t . 

About mid-morning t he Divis i on Comme.nder visited the CP a:.1d conf 
erred with t he Battalion Corrun~der . lie s t a t ed t hat he desi r ed th.'J.t 
reconnaissa.11ce be made to thA f ron t anc:. that cont a ct be made \'lith the 
forvrard elements of the 17')t h I nfrmt ry on our left flank . 'I'l1e Eecon
naissance Troo p sen t out a foot petrol ~-rhi ch lat e r in the day con to.cted 
forvmrd elements of t he 179 t h Infac1try , /5t h Division a t V - 226592 . 
Before meJcing cont ac t wi t h this f riencU.y f orce t he lJatrol had to clea r 
enemy roo.cl b locks compris e d of felled t r ees a t V - 209572 , V -212576 r:nd 
V-213580. 

As the morni ng pas s ed , m.un.erous reports vmr'3 r ec r-:d.ved frOJ-:1 the Force 1 s 
Listening Post and OPts 3;iv ing the 1ocatio~13 of 3nemy a rtillery pieces , troop 
concentrations 'lnd i nstallations. & mpa.rzy- 11 B n and Division Artillexy pl a c ed 
shell fire O!l the t a r gets, s ilencing the artillery pieces ::cnc1 disper s ing the 
troop concentrations. Ehemy morta r positions i-.'Yl the Yicinity of BLA.ll C en_ up 
were silenced after t wo Comp:-.1.ny 11 73" des troyers pl ~< c ed ef:fGctive cU r ec t fh'e 
on it,s pos i tloP _ 

At 1615 hours the Purdy Blocki ng Force and 'l'a:3k ~Fore ·~ J.'c3v ert"3d to t he 
command of t he CO 753d TAnk Battalion, Lt Colonel Felber. Th8 cor:lD.unicntion 
syste.lll , plus t he Pur·cly Force Headqua.rte r s in LEElli!GES , wns turned over to 
t he Felbe r Force. Th e Battal ion 1 s Conun1lD.d Gro up , wi:uch had r,mde up the Purdy 
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:B'orce Headquarters , moved to its former CP site in DOCELL~, closing into 
.that area at 1340 hours. 

On the sixth of October a r::emorandwn, issued by the Headquarter~;, 36th 
Division Artillery , was received at the Battalion CP. The meniornndur.a att
ached the destroyer companies to desit,!J.1nted a rtillery battalions ':rithin the 
Division Artillery for the eurpose of supplimenting the fires of the Div
ision Artill er-y in interdiction and harassing missions. It stated further 
that when the destroyers were not engaged with the RCT 's to vrhom they nere 
presently a ttached, t he artille1-y battalions would asstlllie control of them 
only insofar as advi:sing them in the selection of firing positions and 
giving t hom fire missions . 

Duri.'t'lg the morning tho S-3 1 s of Division Artillery Bat talions visited 
the CP and conferred with the Battalion Comm8.11der on using the destroyers 
f or suppli.menting t heir Battalion ' s artillery fire. 

The Company "B 11 destroyers which were in indirect fire posi tim:.s in 
the vicinity of DE.Ycr ON'l', expended 121 rounds of I-IE bet ween 1300 n.nd 
1700 hours · on missions assi .r:ned by Division Artiller~r. This fire vras 
observed as it fell on enemy insto.llations, in a 1·vooded ;:~rea in the 
vicinity of Hill 512, .·md the FO re!.Jorted that its effect l7as excellent. 
The same destroyers were assigned harassing missions of firj_ng 5l~O rormds 
of HE on plotted targets during the night of 6 October. 

At o62200A. October the G- 3, 36th Division , called the GP and in:Cormod 
the Bat ta.lion Commander that the iJ.'Jtt alion, less Comp3ny 11 0 11 o.nd o:1e pls.t
oon of Reconnaissance Company, w:~s :tttached to the Ll.5th Inf3ntry Divir_:im: 
for operations. Com~)any "0 11 0 ... nd the one Reconnaissance Platoon of Recon
naissance Company would r emain with th8 Felber ~C0.sk :£i 'orce . 

All elements of this Jattalion thn.t were effected by this o.ttacl:uaent 
· were notified and directed to s tart movement to an assembly area. in D _;,;;;•.1:0!"".D 
as soon as possil)le . Arrr1.ngements we r "" made through Division Artiller'.J for 
Company 11.3 11 to fire its harassing fires of 5Lt-O roun dfl 02-:- HE before U.ei)etrt
ing from its DEYcn.:m:'r ~osi tions. 

Clearance for the Elovement mts obt:::j.ned fror..u the 36th Division Trc..ffic 
Control Officer, ond shortly t hereafter the '3:tttnlion less Conno.ny 11 :) 11 rmd 
one platoon of Reconnaissance Company started its movement to the /.,_5th Div
ision sector, 

The Battalion Command Group closed into itE~ CP site at ..:lT H::Ll!HE, 
V-?.00663, o.t 070345h.. October. Compr.my 11A11 com~>lete d relief of Cor.lpmzy 1:.A 11 : 

· 645th Tank Destroyer 3attalion, 0.t 0530 hours and occupied po3:L t i ons in 
the vicinity of P.Al\18 •:1lVILL SRS in conjm1.ction with th·::J 157th Ini'r:...'1try. 
Company 11J 11 re1i·3Ved Com po.ny 11 0°, 6L~5th Tomk Destroyer Batt11lion, at 0530 
hours. The 1st platoon was situa ted at V- 225688 , while fire destroyers 
were in indirect fire positions at V-173715, and two in firing 'JOSitions 
at V - 215665. Reconno.issance Gomp8.ny (less on,3 platoon) i'm.s relieved by 
elements of the lllth "fue;ineer Battalion in the 36th Division ~:;ector E'.t 
0706 hours. Upon e.rrival in the /"5th Division sector the Compr.u.w relieved 
elements of the l1econnaissance Comp:my , 645th TD :Sat tali on. One 01 vm.s 
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established at V-191709, one at V-199739, V-222654 and one at V-217665. 

Throughout this period the enemy forces were apparently concentrating 
on the consolidation of their positions as only scattered Sl\. fire occurred 
in parts of the front line sector. T'ne enemy situated in the BRU-Jl't!JH..~HL 
area continued to exhibit great sensitivity, placing mortar cmd o.rt:Lller'J 
fire on any observed movements. 

Du.ring the evoninl~ of 9 October one platoon of the Conrpany 11 
,_;'

1 des t:;.."ojr 

ers was relieved of its ro'l.c1 block mission wit h the Felber Force ar..d r.1oved 
into indirect fire positions a t V-183525, to fire harassing missions assign
ed by the 36th Division Artillery . 

On the mornint; of 10 October a four-men patrol went f orvrarcl on o. patrol 
with elements of the lst Battalion, 180th Infantry and estG.blished a listen
ing post in the wooded area a t V-2368, northwest of AUTREY. 

During tl'le period 10-18 October 44, '1A11 , 
1113 11 and Reconnaissance Com-

panies remained in the positions they hP.d occupied upon movi n:=:; into the l:.5th 
Division sector. Company nAn continued supporting t he 157th Infnntr,~,r from 
positions west, northeast and east of Ro.rnbervillers. These platoons Here 
so positioned to cover terrain passable for enemy tanks. At all ti;·nes they 
were held in readiness, pr epared fo r rapid movement to any arc" t hre ;:1tened 
b;¥ Hostile armor and counter its movement against friendly dispositions . 
Two platoons were dug in and camouflaged so as to give direct f:l.re sup oort 
to the assaulting inf:mtry troops upon request. The company connnande1~ of 
Company "A", while reconnoitering f or p!t!ospective destroyer positions , :L'l 
RCJ'ib.ILLE and DONLIERES, contacted the forvmrd elements of the French II 
Army. He also selected prospective oositions on the R l'.[8EtfiTILJ~~S-Al.iTR~ 
road. 

As an anti-tru1k '>'rarning service is always e3 .3 9'l tiiU, one \·ras ·0erfected 
t hrough thG Reconnaissance Company 1 s 01' 1 s, liaison with hi~her lleaclounrters 
and other t;l"'l.IDd and air agencies. 

The Compa.'1y 113 11 destroyers continued to maintain posi t:'Lons in the 
vicinity of AUTREY. Much time wGs devoted to the nreparation and ilnprove 
ment of its positions ond routes of acce 3s . Six destroyers in indirect 
fire positions supp1im<:mted the fire'; of the 158th Artill ery Be~.tta.J.ion in 
interdiction and harassin~ missions, expending 1356 rounds of 3 11 HE and 
56 rounds of 3 11 Smoke on v-o.r:Lous enemy targets during tJ:.e !leriod. From 
a Company 11 ;3!1 OP in AUTREY frec1Llent re;)orts were received on the enenry 1 s 
night and day movements b8tl'leen .nJILLAUl.IZ-~ONTi\.Jl':E, V-239662, o.r..d HOUSSEFAS ) 
V-243684. On 151715A October 44 one section of the Jd Platoon moved from 
its i..11direct firing positions at V-173715 to V-228647, w·here they relieved 
elements of Corap<my"C" , 19lst Tank Battalion. 

Reconnaissance CompMy continued to am its opr s in the vicinity of 
RAiViBERVl"LLI!RS and AtJTR ;I:[. All locs.tions of observed enr:my artille1y in
stallations, troop concentrations, etc., were call.ed to the i3at·~aliop OP, 
whereupon arrangements were made to !1ave friendly artillery placed on the 
dispositions. The enemy continued to strengthen his position, :inlpl"'ving 
his entrench"!lents and reallocating .;.,.is tr0cps to more rtdva..n.tageous locations. 
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Sharp and close combat w:o.s reporte d all ':tlong the front line sector, 
particularly in th'3 vicinity of FfU.IH Di!Ti..Dm . The OP 1 s on che outskirts 
of RAivffi"ERVIiLL~S s ubmitted numer ous r eports of enemy ac t ivity al'OW1d BRU 
and J Fi\NEVTI.UL . The mc.jori t y of h ostile movement durine 17-18 Octob e r vr::; s 
unobserved.by the R.econnaissance Com:pany install tions as heavy mist rnd 
rains curtailed observation of the terrain east of the line ·sHU- JE!\.NW TIL
ViUIIJ..AlJlvl.E-1i'ONTAD ,E. 

At t his time enemy art illery shell fire showed a decided i n cre8.:3e in 
activity. The Battalion 1 s elenents in the vicinity of R4.Ml:li!FVE,L 3!:\.8 and 
AUTREY: underwent frequent shelling ·~ . The Batt::;lion CP in S'.r EZL12 iE nn.s 
harassed t nice by enemy artillery shell fire. 

On October 14 Com ·Kmy 11 Cll Vlas rel ieved of its a ttachment to t he Felber 
Force. The l s t Platoon moved into an as ~:;embly area a t V-213506 , prepqred. 
to sup:port the 143 d HCT upon call. The t wo remaini.ng des t royer platoons 
were a t tac!1e d to the 4Lt-2d RCT flnd moved into an assembly area in the vicin ity 
of D~CDViONT . The 2d and 3d Platoons supported the lOOth Ba ttalion o:::1d the 
2d Bat ta:J:ion LJJ.2d ROT vrh en t hey starte d t heir a tta ck to\"Tards tile o:)ject.Lve 
BRUYERE:) , jmnping off a t 150800A. October. The destroyers moved :forno.rd 
through dense woode d area3 t:md. over rain-softened t errain , sup~1orting the 
assaulting troops ·with direct fire. Often the adv ance was held U '-) oy tl1e 
enemy's stron~:;ly consolidated :positions , and local coLmtero.ttncks, pre -
ceded by heavy concentrations of enemy r.10rt<1r 3nd artille ry s hell f :Lre . 

The enemy resist1.nce grm-v r;or·c' severe du.ring t he evening of 18 Octo;.)er 
when the troops werco h eld up nt V -235530 by f;hell fire from th'3 slo l)es of 
a hill at V- 240582 . At HnoooA October an a ttack ' "!c':tS l ·'.lLmched ,'".(sai l•st 
fierce enemy opposition o..nd nfte r sho rp clashe,s our inf::~.ntry occupied a11d 
secured Hill 578 and Clnteau HilL T~roughout the neriod 15-19 October 
191.4 the 1st Platoon' Comp<=my ne il' SUJ>ported element;,; of t he 11;..3 d reT i n 

• f T ·~ 1T \ 1. n ·rn; ':1 ;· G" l)U" d -, ·~·"'£ ''0 . , ., D • a ssaults on and. the captunn~~ o .J.JJ-I.v A.w , Li.~~'i.l~ll J_, .G • Li m-;. u: .u :.!.:. ....... :..~ . urlng 
its supporting Drumevers t he destroy ers were contested by e::tre:!lely heo.vy 
SP, mortar and Ali fire. During t his action Comp?ny 11 0 11 dest:.:-oyed m.1 eneny 
AT gun . 

At 19190oA October 44 the 2d :md 3d Pla t oons of Cornpnny 118 11 VIere 
attached to the Felber Force . The CommnndinG General, .36th Ir1fantry 
Division gave t he Force t he misaion of a ttackin~ from a de.siP11·:tted line 
of departure, capturing t~e to ::m of i3ill·.IOl·iT, re~onnoi tr:Jrinz t h s valley 
to the north, including the tovms of V SRV ~'.:}lQ:,LE and DOI:Jiil- I EG, b locki:1g 
to the north and northi:Yest, pr otecting the northern .iJ.ank o.f the Division 
and maintaining conta ct vrit h the 4Lt-2d RCT on the right and th.e ll.5th Div
iGion on the left. The 1st :E-'latoo:r. of Reconna issance Compr-my estnblished 
an OP in the vicinity of B.mlnviENIL a t V -255535. This CP was used exclus
ively by the 36th Division St aff , affordrl1g them observation of the enemy 
activity in the Vologne Rive r Valley . 

The six indirect f'ire des troyers of Company llBtt conti nued su~)~) l:imenting 
the fires of the 158th liA Jattalion during the period 10-24 October. Llo;:;; t 
of the harassing mission:;J uere directed on knovvn enemy dispositio:1s in the 
vicinity of BRU r.ncl J'1~i;l:d ~JUL. . 
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The Felber Forco 1 s :3.ttempts :1. t captur-lng t he town of 3-ff~.:o:.r T was 

met \'ri tn heavy· enemy opposition and mined roads. On the 21st October 
two platoons of Company 11 C11 attached to the Felber Force, plus a force 
of tanks, succeeded in attacking and liberating the village. At 221/ ... 00A 
October the two platoons of Company ncn were relieved of their support
ing role with the force and moved into a BRu"'YERES assembly area as Div
ision rese!Ve. 

The 1st Platoon sup~orted the Stack Task Force in its mission of 
preventinG the advance of the enemy , protecting· the right flank of the 
D'ivision a.11.d maintaining contact vri th elements of t he Fren ch II Corps 
in the vicinity of JlJLIJ.ill.htUl--'1'. The lot PJ.."'.toon of Reconnaissance Com
pany, also a ttached to the force, w:=ts employed as 8. holding force 1mder 
the control of the 142d RCT . The platoon, plus the I n.nd H Platoon 
142d RCT ru1d the 2d ~Jlatoon AT Comp:;ny, 142d P.CT, relieved Company 11 Bn, 
111 th Ehgineers in the vicini t-.r of V -247 450. 

At first light of 25 October the 1st Platoon of Company r1 )3 11 support
ed the 1st Battalion, 157th RCT on its o.ttack to thG east from AU'i'H.&Y, 
covering ·-the infru1try troops advance from previously selected direct fire 
positions. The 3d Platoon supPorted the 3d Battalion, 157th when it 
assaulted the strongly f ortified tovm of HOUSSEliAS, four kilometers 
northeast of ST HEL.ENE. As all roads were heavily sovm with mL11es, the 
destroyers supported the infantry 1 s spearheaded attack on the enemy 1 s 
fierce~ defended installations, from direct fire positions on Hill 355. 
Throughout the attacks the Company 11B 11 indirect pieces fired 438 row1els 
of HE on various observed targets. DurL'1g the evening the destroyers 
of the 1st Platoon moved i nto HUUJSIT.A::3 , and set up road blocks and 
defensive positions at V -238686 and V -2436f.56 to coux1ter any enemy oppos
ition that might present itself. 

The 3d Plntoon of Company nett rrent into i :adirect firing positions 
on the 26th, and during the nigh t .fired har assing misGions for the l33d 
Th Battalion. Upon receiv:L'1g orders i'romthe Division Commander, the 
platoon at 271200A. October moved to Bi!lllilWT and occupied positions from 
which it might displace forward on c all to support the Mt-2d RCT . The 1st 
Platoon still maintained its aupport of the 143d HCT vv:ith one section in 
BRUYmES and another in the vicinity of BIF'J:DNl'A:m:s, V -305577. The 2d 
Pl. a to on as saul tec1 enemy positions vrith the 100th Battalion in the vicinity 
of V -331581. While advancing vrith the ir.fantry through thickly ':rooded 
areas , the destroyers 1n1deraent hen:vy ensmy r.wrts.r barragen . Sr1Gll fro.c
ments from mortar tree bursts der; t royed "- radio and other erJUi·:x.lent ·.1'ith:Ln 
one destroyer, disabli11g i.t to th·"l e~:tent that it hctd to be , ,~tl1drEr,·n1 for 
repairs. 

Two Com~·any 11A 11 destroyers moved out iJeforo daylight on the 27th to 
support element:' of the J6th &1Gineers on its att o.ck torm.rds tb.e torrn of' 
ll;i.JHL. The plaB.toon occuDied previous ly selected positions northen.st of 
P.Ai.illSRI.TIT~iRS vvhich nould enaolo them to pletce ~:hellfire forward of the 
l<:hgineers and cur-i:,ail any enemy opposition t~1at the frd:endly foroo e:1cou.nt-
ered. · 

Shortzy after noon the Battalion Cormnander rece i ved a c~3ll from the 
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G-3, 45th Infantry Divisio.P., di recti11g the. t he .report to the Commanding 
General, 36th Infantry Division. Upon conferring with the Commanding 
General the Battalion Conun:1..'1der called the Battalion CP in ST ~IELENE 
and informed the S-3 tha t orders had been received from the Commandil1g 
General, VI Corps, a ttaching t he Battalion (less Companies 11 B" and ll C11 

and the 1st Platoon of R.econno.iss~mce Company) to the 36th Infru1.tiy 
Division. The Company Com.mander:J concen1ed were cont acted .'J.nd oriented 
on the move. The Battalion Corunn.nder selected assembly areas i n the 
Division sector that would accomodnte the elements of the TJattnlion 
that had been effecte d. by the Corps order. 

Reconnaiss;,mce Company (less one plr?.toon) moved to its ns::::erubly a rea 
in the vicinity of F~UOOliiPIEl-\PJ.r::. The Company nAn destroyers mov ed. f rom 
their battle positions in the vidnity of BA.~IB ~ILL Ell.S to nn assembly 
area near F!.YS to await orders of employment from the Division Conu:1cmder. 
So as to be on the Division 1 s Axis of Advance, the Battalion Commander 
moved the Command Group to BRUYill£.3, V -2/.~7573. A lin.ison officer est
ablished himself at the Division CP. 'ilire and radio communications 
were quic~ly set up with the forwa r d elements as well as with t he Div
ision .. GP in LEPANGES. 

On 28 October t he destroyers of Company 11A11 moved to indirect fire 
positions west o.f FE:vlTI,f ZL , where tvro si:t gun batteries were positioned 
so as to suppliment the fires of t he 131st lii\ Battalion. Durins the 1 

period 28-31 October t he company expended 2319 rounds of 3'1 HE o:<1 va rious 
harassing and interdicting fire n:issions. Each day the gun s were re
regis tered t hrough direct cor.unw1:i.cation with the Division .Artill ery- Air 
Observation Plane. 

During the same period Gom}i' ' i1Y 11 .S 11 \7.:ts attached to the 117th Hecon
naissa.nce ;:)quadron f or su 1porting its troops on va rious assizP..ed miE:r:d.ons . 
On 3oth October the 1st I-1atoon sL1pported 11A11 :md ~~"; 11 Troo os in their 
a ttack toward the town of ;,!:!NIL, V-_227774. During this action one enemy 
machine gun nest was silenced by the destroyer s supporting fire . 'l'he 2c1. 
Platoon moved from its indirect positions to a reserve e.rea i n the v i cin.ity 
of :RALffi ,•}l)J"lLLER.S . The 3d Platoon moved into direct fire position;:; ~~t 
V -228713, east of J"l!i\HI.~ E'HL. 

Duri."tlg the 31 October t he l s t ~1a toon of Reconnaissance Company nas 
relieved as the holding f orce a t V -2/.~9449 and V -249~.51. After duslc the re
maining elements of Reconnaissance Company , t wo Reconnniss8 . .nce f l e toon s a11d 
the Pioneer Platoon, r elieved ComJX1IW 11 1\ 11

, 142d RCT of it:3 front line posi
tions i n the vicinity of V - 240/.(/0 , southwe3t of REJ.:lii.UPA:io . 

Map Reference: l"ra.nce, 1:50,000. 

Attached Armexes: ( · 
1. Casualty Report J / U 
2. Awards and Decorn tions Report (/· 
3. Officers Roster 
4. Journal, with supportinz Annexes. 
5. Overlays. 
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