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ESADQUAR'l'ERS 6)6th TAr;K lJll'~~YER BATTALION 
APO 1306, U. S. A'!'Iff;f 

24 septembC)r 19h3 

subject: 	 RecoJllllleildation for the award of t,~e ::iilver star. 

To 	 'lhe Commanding General, ~'ifth A:rrJY, APO #474, u • S. Anrr:!. (Thru
Charmels) I 

1. It is recormnended that the Silver stat' be award"ld tl1'3 following 
named enlisted man: EDWIN A. YOST, 37146627, Sergeant, Co "C" 6]6th :'ank 
Destr~Jar Battalion 

2. I)lring the day of Septer.1bcr Ih, 1943, Sereeant Yost, destroyer 
cOInl:l<1l1der, moved his destroj'er to a position under direct :Cire of enel!""J 
tanks and small anns. From that position, the tank destroyer cr(:w dest~o;:ied 

five eneIJtl tank::; and one amnunition truck by firir:c only :::;i-x rounds of 
aumunition. In so dOing, a grave I'lenace ~o the s.:J.iet:l of A..".1erican troops 
was rel)lOved. sergeant Yost IS quick t;1inkinC and Sl)eedy :lction in C::T sing 
the tank destroyer to be moved into tile open in t~~e :L"<lce of S",lch od~; ~.;-::; a 
display of courage a:1d deter:~ination 3Xld "rae an in::; Jiration to t'le non u.:1cler 
his command. His action::> reflect the fi;-;est .ro.o.itlon::; 0:.' t:;e :,!.rmed Forces 
and were above and beyond;:';le call of duty. 

). sergeant Yost, at ti,e time of the action clescribed, was ac,8lk 
destroyer cOmr.18Ilder, 2nd platoon, co "C tt b30th '!'~'11~ Destro;:/er "::.~telion. 
:'he undersiGned ..;a:::; :)reSerlt d'.ll'i;1g t: 1e action d escrl"oed o.,rl c",rt -; ~~ie s ~hnt. 

i,e yras an e'Je ..,.ritnc.-:ss to the .:eroic accor.1:)lis:""1e:1t. 

4. sere;eant yo st is at )reBent ten;, de s :~:!:'o:"er CO~lL3.;:dcr, j_n t: lC 2nd 
platoon, COln""arJY nCII <)3(.Jth C"c.nl: Destroyer ~"'.ttrlion. 

5. sergeant yost I s entire service frol'l t:,e ti:.:e :~') 1':;.2 incluctcd inJ,:,o 
Federal service, February 24, 19h2, to tile :)resent trw, :,az been r.ono:!:'."hlc. 
present address, and address aJc t>.o '(:,1.':10 of ir,6uction; 'Jori:DI1, KDXlc.;".S. 

Vr\.:'~ ~7. ~Y.<1..li..· ~ 
Lt. col, :;>...':,. tr:.' 
GOr!:'8:dir.: 
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:r,:A~lJ '.HT':1W 6)6th TANK DESTROIIR BAftALlON 
APO 1306, U. 8. '&nr 

SUhjecta 	 l{ecODIIlc!xiation for the award or tbe sUvar star. 

'lb I 	 'lhe connnallding General, Filth AZIq, APO ~74, U. s. AnV. (ThI"u

Channels) 


1. It is recolllmended that the Silyar star be aarded the to1low1ng 

l:.a;.d el)l.~stcd man, ALVI" B.Q. JO~:NSON, 2OBQS6l.i.8, Techn1chn 5th Grade, 

CO "e" 0)Ot!1 l'ank Destroyer Battalion. 


2. Durine the dlt' of SepteI:1bor 14, 1943, TochDician $th Gra4e .JDhn8on, 
ginn~r in a ta.n;~ d'.-:::troyer, asdsted in lIIOVinL hi. des1:.l'Ojer to a posit1oD 
under direct fire of er.er.w t.anl;s and small ams. t-rOm that position he 
dcstro;;er five C:le:iV ta.nks and aDO m:mnmitiDn truck b¥ r1r1Dg o~ six 
roUIXis of ::a:lIl11mitl.on. In:>o doinG a grave menace to the saf'eV of jJIlerican 
t.roops ;-ra:.; reIOOved. li:Ls quick thinking and speediY action in destro,y1ng 
trle enemy tanl;s was a displq of courage and d.etcrm1nation that reflects 
tIle fincGt traditions of the .Armed. Forces, aIJl 1ICl"8 above and. beyoD4 the 
call of duty. 

3. 'I'CChniCia11 5th Gr:Jde Johnson, at the time of the action descl"1»ld 
Was a:..;uigncd aI5 gun·.ar in a tank destroyer or the 2nd platoon, 00 iC. 6)6th ." 
'l'a.11k D'.1S'':'I'Jyer Bat t:.J..1on. ­

4. Techni.ci~ 5th Grade Johnson, is at. presex,t ass4;ned sa gunner 
in COmpany "C" 0)6th Tank Destroyer Battalion. 

5. Technician 5th Grooe Jolmoo:l's entire service from the t1me he was 
inducted into t.he Federal service with the Texas !la~ional ClUal'd, NOVambe1" 25, 
1940 .t,u 'i:,~le pl'csent time, has been OOl1Orable. present home address, and 
ndJr8SS aT. the ~~i.r.i.e or inluctiona ,pute /fl, aranbu1y, 'l.'f!DCaS. 

VA:l ". PYL.I\lt[)
Lt. COl, rntantry 
(JO'IIUDaJ'¥1:\ ng 
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SUbjoct. 	 ReoonP'w-dat.ion tor tho award of the Silver star. 

TO & 	 'rtle 00Dtna."lding Ue...-.eral, Fi.fth A:rr11'ti, A?O !!474. U.S. Al'DV ('I!lru

Channel.a) 


l.. It:1::; reco;:na.-.ded that t:l(l Sliver star be mrardad the tollf?W.1.n8 

r!~:cd enlisted mnn, C!'jIJl)-;; H. STO~.. 3U4631SL, private, 00 "c" b36th Tadt 

Dc~ tro-.rer Battilion. 


2. !)1.1ring tho d~ ot sel)'·Q::lber lh, 1943, Prlv,'"!.~ stokeG aesistnnt 

pL"lller in .:l tan':: des::.ro.rer, Lll.i;;1ated in llX'Jv:i.ng the do[;t.roye:r to a position 

l:Ilder diroct n.rc of ~ tanks ar.d r..all arms. i?l'OLl ;~~rs1tion the 

~ destroyer cr9\; destroyer five Emeutt- tanka <md one .... t10n truck by 

firin& o~' 81."-: rounda o£ _'M,trl t1on. In SO do:Lng, a grave mnace to the 

s . .re~· oi 	.APerica."1 troops 1'1<:l,::; raoovod. pdv;].tc Stoke '8 qUick thinldnt: and 
B . .JOOc\Y action in ci-lllsinc t~ 10 ta.'1k dos:tro;,ror to be mvod £nto ti'.e OpE!l!l in the 
face of such od;,s W~ Ul.;rq or coura(:;o and detcl·Iid:l.:.t.t.ion wh1ch I"iIIDaota the 
i'ineVt. traditiOns ot the Armed Forcee ClI:U were above and b~nd tho call of 
duty. 

3. private' stoke:.:; is at presen"" an as:.;is .. ant. gunner :L" a tank des-royer 
L: thc second platoo['., 00 .C" 636th Tank Destroyer nattal.ion. 

4. At t.~,~ time of tile action ,lascribed, ?riv,:t3~takes, was assigned 
as ascist.:J.nt gunner in tl>Q 2rrl platoon, CO "C" 6Jl)th Tank Destroyer Battalion. 

S. priV:.i~ stokes' 8 entire selYico .fron tllC t.lJ~e he W'aS inluctod into 
the Federal s.:~rv1.ce JJ.Iluary l1i, 191~3J to. the present tilDe, haD been homrable. 
:]13 !'x>rae ruidro3S at .;resent and a" t,Lle 01' ind~ion. ?oatc ,Ill.. !~,'\lestcr J 

Ol:laho!l3.e 

'J 
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.3e ,·!"1v..te;: ::..olai, &t. '",il~.b .jf t,:,~ "'-Ctl~.n doool'lLvd 'ia.c wDicncU 
as .a.&:a..U\:.tio!l .1&.1.1.;1" en a ta:ll': ,jfJf~..l''-{T :!. 6n ~.:ltl 2nd l..ll.toon,':;o '..;" \..>JutJl 
'Z'Ull: .Jo!J't.r·qo~· .s....(.ta.!..ion. 

>. r.l.vate ..0. llS .4.a ai:.r<::xJ6:1t. ..;.3;;i~Ld '''''' .......~utio.~ . ii.I ;...Jl' on <J. 

~ dO::'H••'CTfttr in JO "ell u,3(>tll ''?...n.,; ...ioStroyer I.)& .. ...a.:.....0Ge 

5. . r iTUto .it,O~3 '3 Mlt.ire 9arvi~e i':';O t....:l t..l:¥l h.! '.:.loS L"llbotod into 
""....deral o.-v!..c'J J . ...a.1.':lr"/ ].;, 19'~, to i-il3,:':;sont J~i.:;)..;, :~ '..)Sl hon,r..:l:.0• 
. reoeut llCUt atJdre::;., <.i.1ld OOUr'.as at ~ of in.l.\Ctiool .-to.Lto J.,:.o .3';;.eJ 
(:~ 

/ • ..j... Y~.il) 

~t. ~t I.'1.f;).ntr"J 
CQ.l1lS at lIS 
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HEAWUARTlRS 6)Oth TANK DE5TROYER BATTALluN 
kv .,.J06, U. S. A.rrtt' 

AG 200 

SUBJlOC:T: 	 rtecommendation fur the award of the SUver Sta-. 

'l'u 	 The Camnand:i.ng UeneraJ., Fl.fth ~, A.t-u 1tl74 U. s. u..r \Thru 
Channels) 

1. .I.t is recClllllended that the Sliver Star be awarded the tollOW'ing 
n.2Jncd enlisted man: veCa' G. S}Jarks, jdOj>7o~, Staff Sergeant, Canpany "B" , 
636th Tank Destroyer Battalion. 

2. un the afternocn of September 16, 1::143 during heavy fighting, an 
14-10 Tank Destroyer of Company "C" 636th T.:mk Destroyer Battalion was stl"uck: 
by fro.gments from an enemy shell :i.gniting the destroyer and causing the crew 
to abandon it. Staff Sergeant Sparks, Company "B" 636th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion acc~anied by two other men, ran to the destroyer and in the face 
of heavy small arms and artillery fire, shoveled dirt on to the burning 
velu.cle which was f'u.l.ly' loaded with oil c..nd <:IlIlIIWlition, and by his action 
displayed unusual courage and utter disregard for his a.vn safety. 'l'his 
~rcmpt action above and beyond the call of duty, save a valuable piece of 
equipment much needed by our troops, prevented serious damage and permitted 
it tu be placed back in use the s...:.me day. His courage a.nd gaJ..Lmtry were an 
inspiration to his cOllJlla.nd and reflects the finest traditions of the Armed 
Forces. 

3. Staff Sergeant Spark's i1atoon was a part of CClllpany "B" 636th 
Tan}~ Destroyer Batt<:.licn. The undersigned certi.fies that he vras an eye 
witness to the heroic accomplishment. 

4. Staff Sergeant Sparks is at present .;'latoon Sergeant, 1st t'latoon, 
Company HB" 636th Tank Destroyer Batt:..1ion c..nd was at the tirae of the action 
described. Staff Sergeant Sparks' entire service from the time he was 
inducted into Federal Service January lS, 1941 has been honorable. Hane 
address at time of induction and at present: .lJ:t :'[est lllinoise Street, Dallas, 
Texas. 

\ 
JulIN S. BuDENMILLER 
Capt., 636th TD BIl. 
Comnanding Co. B. 

http:cOllJlla.nd
http:f'u.l.ly
http:Camnand:i.ng


.... 'en. ... r¥1- t. t.h...an fd t.b. 8l1wr st.., .4 01t."'l-. 

I. 1be 01 .t.. 0....1, 'ifth ..,." A¥O ..~, U.S• .".,. (1'hN 
0-..18) 

1. l' 1.,.. .... \ba' \b. Illy.,. at. .... an4 a ct.t.aUOIl H _an"
,he t.lllwiDc a-.. _Uat._ .... ..,... o. ,...~. 2080~. 8t.aft' 
Serc-'. o~ eo- ,_ Deft...,.. W\all_.~ 

a. Qarbc ,he .., fit S.Pt..... ~. ~" hrgeant. Malrphy, .eelng a 
........ fit _.., \aU, 0..... hi.........,.". be ..... b,. IWI 0"", '0 
a PMl'l........ 411''''' ti... or _..,. t..u ~ ...11 ua.. '1'. 'ha' 
poelt.l_. 'he ,_ ......,.,. ..... 4eet.r07" tt... _~ t.anIta ~4 one 
...·'t.l0ll t.Nok by tin", onq .lll I'GU1Cl8 fit .....tu... la.o 40111&, 
a gra.. --.oe t.o 'he Nt_,. fit ...no_ 'roop. w.. ...-a.... Sergeant. 
M111'P'hT'. qu.1ok t.h1nkiDg ad .""7 anl_ lJa ....1Jtc 'be , .. 'eet.r.,.r 
t.o be aoy'" 1at.o t.he ope 111 t.h. t ... or aaob ..w.... a U.,~ fit 

oCIQra.~. an4 "'-"'1_ an' ".. __ la.p1rat.1_ '0 'he .. un.... hie " 

oamam.. Hi. ao\1•• ntleot.. t.h. '1Deft t.1'&41'1.. or t.he .,... 'oro.. aM 

" .... aboy. ant .,.,.... t.h. oall or clut.,.. 


,. SVg.... MuIlb7, at. t.h. t.1ae of t.h. aot.loa 4..orlb" ... Aot.1ng 
Seot.icm I-.ean\, ~ PlatOClll, J-PtmY ·0· 6~b 1'_ D....r.,... B*,t.allGll. 
l'h. uMera.,n" .... '1'''''' clurlng t.h. aotl_ cIeeoI'U..... and oel't.ltl.. that. 
be ... .at .,. vitae•• to tbe herol0 aocoapu..~. 

4. Ml'geant. MIlrP1t7 18 at pre••t. Kotor .erg.... CGape7 ·0· 6~b 
Tank Deetroyer ua\taUan. 

,. augeant. Mur;h7' ••tir••erdo. fl'_ the \1_ he wu la_.t... 
latoo '''.n.l &eni.o. with the Tau NaUCIIlal "u&rt, N"'.... ~. 19'10, t.o 
the Pl'eHnt tbe, baa bMrl bmorable. K_ add..... IIf, U .. or 1n~ot1_1,12 1M' N."" 8t"",, 11 Puo, T.... Pr...,t B_ ......... ~77 Park8'\....... J~b_dll.. 'lori.... 


fAR W. PrLAIID 
14. cel.el, lDtatr,
O...,.n4'-! 



rtEADQUJul.T&1S 636th TANK D33TilOYER BKi'i'JU,IC,:: 
APO #).)6, U. s. Army 

AG 20u 

.3UBJ'.&C'f: 	 :a.ecommendation for too a'nard of c,:'1C 3ilvcr star. 

TO : 	 The Comrnanding General, li'ii.'th J..:r:-.~', APO ;~7J~, u. J. :.rr.::/ "l'lu'u 

Chaxmels) • 


1. It is recommended th&.t the Silvm' 3tar be o:,;e:rdrd the follo',;:i,n[: 

named enlisted man: RO.3mT L. lXm3Gil, 2\J(~171G~, 3t:Jff S,--,r~:cMt, C(~any 

"DII, 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion. 


2. On. the afternoon of Sc-pte;.iocr 16, l;;43, durin: :10 ;::.::' f:.. 3\-,:,~,n..; 'J~ 
1',..lu Tank Dentroyer of Cor,pany IICII, o}bth ria"':;: Dc3troyer l;attD.'.~.on .;3.3 ~tl"'.1C:: 
by f'ra.f1llents from an enem;:l shell, izr.itin::; tho des':,:'"o::er :mcl ("",t=:'c1~ :::() C"CY; 

to abandon it. Staff Sergoant Dod::;,m, ace Y1,)conir:d b;/ t':r.J U1..ile"" !llen 1':1:, L,,~:;c 
destroyer an:l in the f<;.ce of he;:''T.,' 5::1;:2.1 en'::; y'l ,'.:.i.';~':llc":: 1:"1"'0, ::;:;~.v·)l.,rl ,;;,"t 
on to the burning vehicle '.mieh Ira::; fully lo~'.dn.d ·, .....L:~11 oil ::ond .:'ITTllr.it:.or. ::::<1 "~: 
his actions displayed unusunl cOu:';::;e ,::111:1. utt9r d::'~;"c':;U'd to ::i5 ('Y,n s,"J'c~~. 

"1fUs 	prompt -action abcve and bc;";'ond the cal!, 0" ChI G/ :3~'.vecl a v:'luablc ,.ieco of 
er:p.ipmerrt. much needed by our troops, :)revented se:r:c'Jus damage and .. pC"1"itted 
it;to be placed back in use the G<'re dc\,/. Iiis ccur~e ~\.'ld J<lllantry '.·rero an 
inspiration to his command and rp.nec·~~ t:1C finest tr~dit~.Gns elf the Ar.::ed 
Forees. 

3. staff Ser~';ant Dodson's Platoon vra::; p~';" or CO!":1!)::n:' ":\11, 6J6"h 

Tank Destroyer Battalion. The un:iar3it;ncd certifie::: the:' he .,'.'~.::" an 0;;0 

witness to the heroic accomplishm~nt. 


h. Staff Sergeant Dodson i::; at prosc:lt Platoon 3er~c,?.':t, 2nd Pl.:ot(A-rn, 
Company II~:," 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion :md i"ra::; at the "iTt}) of t.hc ac;"ion 
described. staff SerGeant Dodson' s entiro ::;ervicc ;1'(;1;: t;l'~ t:;.l"(l he '.I".S 

inducted into Federal Service ..iith tho Texa:; ii:.;.ticn;-.J.. '~'.l~d, lIovenb<r 2), 19t1u 
has been honorable. Home addres::; ct tine ofi.nducL:Lon o,r,(l at pro :>el~t: 
608 Horth Jefferson Street, Beeville, '.I.'exa::;. 

J', Irii S. 1:0])':;' ': 1LLI~~ 
CAptain, D,3uth '~'D 13n 
Gomd,:; Go un II 

,'., '.. . .' ....'.'"~ ;, , , " " ( 
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