
\....... ' ... .ri ..'\." . ..~ 

~ .... 

6S8th,~ Destroyer Battaliojl ... 
DO !!9~ c~.L 
In York, NaIr York 

1 May 1941i 

SUBJECT: . Bistor;y ot Ope_ti.oDS tor April 1945. 
r>' 

TO : The Adj~ GeDSnal, Wsr Department, 1Jashi~n 25, D.C. 

THRU : COmaDti.ng General, 84th Inf.e.nt17 Division. 

1. 	 luthorit;y: Par 10, lR 545-105. 

2. 	 Introduction. 
...~ Lt Col HI.ROLD- L. I»\VIS, 0 359 292, P!A., CODlDflnllng. 


YB.jor JU1!S D. ~ CULLOOOH, 0 227 185, ", Executive. 

Major DICKSON G. HIPP. 0 297 155, !ill, S - 5. 

~ptein RECTOR nRKS, 0 506 740, n, s -,2. 

C&p1a1n JOHN L. ROBERTS. 01168882, r~, S - 4.. 

1st Lt P'RIDRICK •• KLEWIN, 01 822 585, .~ S' - 1. 

Oaptain ROHILD C. II\RMJN~ 0 249 645, Int, CoIIdg Hq Co. 

CIlptain OOHlL I. AIEDL&Y, 0 ~7 029, •• Come Co &. 

Oaptain.lLOJW.O J. GOLDEI. 0 595 005, M. Colldg Co B. 

Captain BOBERT R. KLI.~ 01 167 012, l'a, Colldg CO C. 

1st Lt MBERr E. R&RDR. 01 822 610, a, CoIIdg Ren Co. 

Captain.aRTHUR FOBST, 0 419 121. 11:, Bn S'UL"geon. 


b. lOt e.ppliCJable. 
c. P~riod Covered: 1 ..April to 5O.april 1945. 
d. 	?eps used during period: Gar_IV" 1,25000 4505, 4506, 4605~ 4606. ~ 

Ceutt.l Europe l:lOOOOO Essen P2, P3. RS~ 4~ 5, 6, 115. 6. Ger_1V' , 
1:250000 K2. 3, SO. 51, 52. 55. 150, 51. 52, 55. JI5O. 51, 52, 55, 
s.. N521' 53. . 

5. 	 ltarfttive. 

1l. Opeations. 


(1) CO!pBT a. 
1-50 ~r1l 45: On 1 April the COJlpalV" was lLt'bached to the S55rd 


Int Regt 84th IDraut.17 Division in asse.b1;y position 'viciDit;y ~ B'aldeD1ausen, 

GeralV' JIOved to Wesel, Gerany where the;y crossed the Rhine ,.M' coutiJlUld lLdw.nce 

to tlblemerg, GeralV" with the mission ot sllpp:>rtiJJg the ..dV&DCe or the regi_ut. 


On 5 Ap:;~toon _se.ssigD8d to its respective . 

infantry battalion. 'Co~. .... v1ci~.J.7 -ot ,lII.r1enteld, Geran;y. . 
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On 4 Ai!ril the company moved to ~i(;lefeld, 
G'Jntrict <,M made dth the enemy. Heavy sni~er and MG fire vias si.Lenced by .50 cal 
machine guns from destroyers of the 1st ~latoon. 1st and 2nd platoons ~assed on 

. tlU'oUgh town. 5rd »latoon remained with 3rd Inf ~ to assist in moning up and 
cl~a~ing the town of ";:-ni",ers. 

On 5 APril com~y closed in ~zuflen, Germany less ?:rd platoon meet
ing light resistance. 

On 6 April COMpany made preiJar-.tions for Weser Fiver crosl::ings. 3rd 
platoon and 3rd Inf Bn reloined regiment. 

On 7 April cro~sed Weser Piver at Y~nden, Germany and went into 
as~embly positions vicinity south of Ruckeburge, Germany. 

On 8 ~ril enroute to Hannover, Germany 2nd platoon in vicinity of 

L"lmcheln, Germany knocked out 2 l,t(; nests and 2 panzerfaust teams. Lost one 

destroyer due to 1,anzerfaust fire and one due to mechanio&l failure. At this same 

~~sition enemy roadblock was reduced and German AT guns withdrew from TD fire. 

Combat team ~roeeeded unopposed until reaching ITeetzen, Germany where 2nd platoon 

drew heavy ri~e from 88mm anti-tank guns. During period 2 EM were ldlled in action 

and 6 E.~ and 1 officer were wounded in action. 


On 9 ~ru. comp&ll7 received orders to. move to Gr Munzel, Germany, 

simultaneously the recove17 vehicle, cr1p.,led 2t ton truck, and M-8 from attached 

~c~ platoon were to be evacuated to the rear. These vehicles were ambushed in WOOc.s 

near F€sdorf, Gemany bf .approrlJDately 100 enemy inf'antry and 1 Tiger Royal tank. 

Two Rcn platoon i ton vehicles were dispatched to f1nd miseing vehicles were also 

captured in same ambush making a total of 18 men !<::IA. Near the town of ~~eetzen, 

Germany northwest of Hannover, Germany. On 10 Arril 1st and 2nd TD ~toons assisted 

respective infantry battalions in capture of Hannover, Germa.rl1'. By 1700 lIlatoons 

rallied in vic of !.(evenfeld, Germany to make ~re..arations for attack to east. On 

11 .April Coml:any .i moved to vicinity ot Gr 'BUrgwedel, Germany where road blocks were 

setu~ in defense of to~m. On 12 April cOllpany moved to Opperbausen, Germany clearing 

h01.lseS and»oods o~ light resistance. On same da.te 5rd ",latoan assisted inBCJ'88Ding 

misdon _ left flank of combat team's advance. On 15 bFil coapally' moved to 1Y1ttingen, 

Germany ag.rinst light to aedilll resistance. On 14 .A¥ril Co A a"ssisted in attack &nd 

CQ..pture of Salzwedel and Arendsee, Germany. 1st 'latoon destroyed 5 rocket guns in 

woods viCinity w.st of Salzwedel, Germany. 2nd Ilatoon knocked out 2 Nebelwerfers and 

one personnel carrier with trailer vicinity Steinhorst, Germany. Tank recover" crew 

set afire house containing snlr·ers in vicinity of Wienhausen capturing 9 ~l' s. 5rd 

platoon fired at Ger.aD TD getting hits but vehicle aas able to move out of range. H~ 


platoon caj.;tured 9 PiP s vic Kuhfeld, Ger:nany. 1st platoon captured Deutsch and 

set up defense of tol~. 2nd platoon assisted in reduction of Llndenburg, Germany and 

comll;t~d defense installations for the town. 3rd platoon moved into Harpe, Ge1"lDlLl\Y 

and co Hq moved to jaeggel, Germany. On 15 April 5rd platoon captured 9 i'Vi's vicinity 

Gollensdorf, Germany.. On 16 April com~8ll7 relieved attachment to 553rd infantry 

" regiment and reverted to battalion control. CoM)IaDT moved to Gr Garz, Germany. 1st 
platoon rem~ined in position vicinity D&utsch, Germany. 1st Ron plat relieved ot 
attachment and reverted to com}lall)" control. -on 17 A.pr1l entire comli8llY moved to 
Lindenberg, Germanr where road blocks were established and maintained. On 19 Jiril 
5rd paltoon attached to 3rd IDf"antry vicinity Kurden, fGenaan;y. On 20 April 3rd platoon 
movee. from Gr Garz, Germrn)" to Gr Ho1zhausen, Ge:rmau;y. On 2l April 3rd platoon moved 
to vicinity of Arend See, Germany from which they atta.cked ~rE to take Ka~em, Genna1V'. I"I 

On 2~ A,pril 3rd platoon moved to Ziemendorf, Germany and on to Aulosen, Germa~. On " 
24 A..,ril 5rd platoon moved to vicinity of riittenberge, Germany and fired on 2 Block
houses at "est end of bridge on the Elba River. . 
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M estimated 45 enemy k ..... /in oReration. 3rd i-latoon .1", r'ed atta.clD.ent to 
535rd Infantry Regimentaand reverted to ComvanY control. On 27 A,t:ril Com..,any 
security sections used to partel assigned area ~est of ~~zwedel, Germa~ for 
military activity, arno dumps, ordnance eQ.uipment, hos~:itals, airfields. On 
28 April Reconnaissance partols captured 10 PW's. On 29 April scre~niD( of vivilians 
in assigned &rea resulted in capture of 2 I'Y;' s. 

(2) ComRSY B. 
, 1 _ 50 .APril 1945: On 1 ~ril Company B reinforced b~r 2nd F.cn 

F.Lat was attached to the 354,th Infantry Regiment combat team and .1-'re,1'arOO for 
movement across the Rhine River. Company moved from KaiJellen, Germany to vicinity 
of Heiden, Ge~ a distance of 62 miles. On 3 ~ril comlany furnished anti-tank 
sul-'i'ort for ~th Infantry Regiment and moved to Tilbeck, GerInQllY. on 4 kJril COr.1pany 
~ved to Bad Oeynbausen, Germany sUaorting regiment in zone of adVance. On 5 A.rU 
Company B moved apfroximately 32 miles to vic of Boesenell, GeI'r.la~ odth uttached 
Rcn : lat performing reconnaissance for 3rd Infantry Battalion. OIl 6 ~ril made 
JI'8...',ions for movement across the Weser River. On 7 ~ril made meventful 
crossing of Weser River and continued movement east against light resistance. on 
8 ~rU travelled approximately 25 miles to Vicinity of Rocke, Germ&ny, the second 
,,-latoon capturing 8 "', s enroute. Destroyed one German MIt III tank, one halftrack, 
and C&,tured 8 ~r s vicinity of Haverssen, German;y. German machine gun nest 
eliminated by .76 mID gun fire with 5 Germans dead as result. 2nd rl~t also de~troyed 
com,llletely two well camouflaged 88 'mm flak g'Wl emplacements and ca1'tured 150 n's 
in clearing the nearby woods. on 9 a\Pril Com~ B assisted 534th Infantry Feeiment 
Combat team in capture of Hannover, Germany. 1st Plat destroyed enemy Hcn vehicle 
and captured 6 N's vicinity of Gr Nenndorf, GerrnaJ:Jy. Coml-'any moved to PJ.cklingen, 
Germa~ then to Meyenfeld, Ge1'lll&D1'. 3rd TD Platoon soot d wn 1'l 190 by .50 cal 
machine g\Ul fire f~m destroyers which attempted to strafe column. The TD :?latoons 
reverted to Company control and went into regimental reserve in v1cini~ of 
Engelbastel, Gel"m8lJY. On 11 April Company moved to BUrgdorf, Germany with 5 TD 
platoons attached to their respective Infantry BattaJ.ions. on 12 APril Com.1-,any 
JIlOved to Hanigsen, to Brackel, and to Mwien, GermaDiY'. In vicinity of Brackel, Gel"lD&llY 
Sgt Osborne and rvt lc1 F.emanszka of the 1st J'lat led a squad of 6 infantrymen 
into woods and captured 14 PW's and destroyed 2 tanks by bazooka fire, ~hosvoorous 
grenades, and gasoline. 2nd Platoon C&I;tured 5 PW's vicinity of Betzel, Germany 
and 62 DlOre in the dense woods near the edge of town. 13 ~ril Com}lany moved to 
vicinity of Racienbeck where a task force of TD's, Ron vehicles &lXl infantry were 
assigned mission of mopping up bypassed areas. Golden's Task Force accomplished 
their mission and returned to regimental control at 2250. 16 ~ril Com~~ B moved 
to vicinity ot Beetzandort, Gel'lD&D;y where they captured 7 P\T's and continued 53 miles 
farther closing in at Wohlenberg, Germany at 1950. 15 APril 5rd TD 1-1atoon .50 
cal III fire from destroyers brought dQWD ~ FW 190 at 1700. on 16 April company 
relieved of attaclJnent to 3Mth Infantry Regiment but was reattached to 2nd Battalion 
SMth Infantry later in the day and moved approximately 11 miles to Har~e, GermaG1. 
17 A,prU 2nd Ren Plat was relieved of attachment to Company B and reverted to Company 
conkro1. Gun platoons reconnoitered for defensive ~sitions to repel enemy armored 
thrM.t from north and northwest. On 19 APril 1st TD rlatoon attached to Compal\Y C 
3rd Platoon JrOvided J:1 defense for 84th In£ Div CP at Priemern, Gel'1lWV'. ' On 21 
!prU COJDJIlDT less 1st ~d 3rd platoons moved to Scbnarsau, Germany and thence to 
Schletau, Germany becoming Division Reserve. On 22 .April Company B was assigned mission 
of guarding roads runn1 ng west out of Schletau, Ge~ against enemy amor. On 25 
April unit was relieved of attaclJnent to 2nd Battalion 354,th Infantry P..egiment and 
reverted to Battalion control. Travelled ap!,roximately 7 miles to Kaulitz, Ge:rm&I\Y 
where 1st Platoon had already assembled after being relieved from Company e. On 27 
.April Com~ engeged in recoDDaissance patrolling in assigned area for military 
activity, ammo dumps, ordDance 8Cluip!lent, bos.i>itals, and airfields. 
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REST~H~TED, ~,iu . 
28 £pr11 fh1I'4 Platooa to pro'f'1cle def'••• tar 84th Int Did.ioll C--..nd. p~t. 

1ac0DDa1....e PavoJ.. captured .3 PlI•• 29 APril .... p.trol11. in ••e1gned 

sODe rNulted 1D capture ot 4 ft' •• 


(3) pamu C. 
1 • 30 Apr111945a OIl 1 April Ca.PaDl C troll ....bl,. poe1t1ou 


ill lleaber, • .,.. ... to Gr a.teD where ther were .ttached to th• .335th IatanU7 

• ..,••Ilt with the 1Ii.810. of .1lPPort1aa the aclyaDC. ot the 1'.g1aent in the JII.1.

lliYel' croa.iae at ....1, tl8e 1545£ a01l1'.. 2 jpr11 each T&IIt De.tr07er platooll 

... attaebed to .. intaatrr battal101l within t_ regiaent. Reg1aent aoYed. to 

Be.en with tbe !J) platOOIl8 in .upport, of their re.pect!Y. batta11ou. .3 £p1"1l 

r.&1a_t J-ped ott tor Walbeck at 1900 with the '1'D platoODa tarD1ah1nc olose 

&! ••pport tor !Dtaat17 _YaIIC.. 4 J.pr11 coaPaD7 aoYed to BaD OJ'eDhaua.D, 

5 jJ)r1l Co.p.,. C.lIade • 57 aU. II&l'Oh to BaY.r.tadt. Beconno1t.reel tor tinDa 

poeitioDa aero•• the ••er Il1Yer atter the c-P&D7 bad am-eel 011 t.o liDden. At 

0710 OIl tbe 6 jpri1 first contact .... aad. witil tile .1I11III7 81Dce croaaiq the Bbl_. 

2ad Platoon, c_aDded b7 1.t Lt lloJa• .sa.. toot UDd.r tire • 14 oar nat trel_ 

coD8iatiac of tbree us _ gua, 4 q1Iadrap1. 20 _ "cue, _UDitiOD car., aDd 

lin. q..n.r.. Traill c_plat. with can oren ... d••tr0red bJ the platOODa 

..~aDk n.r.. At 2100 the cap...., 1Iad. all ..ftDttul. ero••iae ot the ..... aDd 

olosed 1a ....bl,. poeltiou em opposite a1cl. with their re.pecU... IDtant17 

batta11..... 7 ~U on east aid. ot ...er opp0.1te 111114_ the 21114 PlatOOIl 

........ a Ge.l'IIaIl &SOl'ecl cql-. d••tl'071D1 taar.. per.oDDel carr1er. aDd 0_ 

ana0re4 oar. fM let platoOIl el1Id.D&te4 .. _..,. CP floca .... "f1c1D1tr aII4 the'" 

lrd p1&tooll oaptured 28 .... i. elearl. the wooda In tbe1r .eo..-. 8 April let 

platooa .tippOrl. t. let III 335t1l IAtant1'7 111 attack O. a.te'barce. l1ttJ 
call... tir. troa d"W07er. oyer the Ia... ot the adYaD01IIc lataDtl'7 dleoced 

~ W&Dtr7.t1re troa ba1l.d1.... e...l. aarr.Dder of 128 n'•• 9 _11 C_paIIT 

C .. a u:1t .,.........·o_bat t ... lato I1rollwelaeD •••ti.ac ao oppod.Uoa. 10 jpri1 

.., ... 2JI4 plaHoDa .wappoJ"te4 atteak ot let ..... 2Dd llatt.al10M 1. attack o • 

.......... ledat...... lllht to aecli_. let Lt .T0MPh :I. BerbN. aDd partr 

-We OD a reoODDal..... tor CUll podtloDa c... uder -Y7 barp pa tire. After 

.t.i.nt a.tt... ..nat. of the .at.t,. of lIl. pan,. Lt IItzba.. prooee4. to l"eCl1Ie. 

tile t-,.' alo-. "outer1. 'the barp p.D OJ'W., Lt a.rtne.. el1Id._W O~ 

teIJI w1t1a piatoJ. t1re attar wIa10h tM otbtra t1ed. 10.&prU c-P&DJ ....bled at 

IwIrFGI't aDd reYel"te4 to battalion colltrOl 12 April Co.,.. C ... placed 1. 84th 

lilt afta10a ,......... 14.tpr11 C-Pd7 .OYed. to 'IJJIMI'Il aDd then to Beet..D4ort. 


. 	16 ...u )1'4 platooa ... .ttaoM4 t.o nIl Corp. tor U def'eue ot Corp. CP. 
17 ...-u C.PaD7 C .wed to Ltalellbar,. 19 April Caapaq C with 1.t Platooa of C_p., B 
at~W p .. 335th Iat 1ft .upport 1_ elear1ac out ~ pocket Ylc1D1t,. ot 
So........ oa the Abe liYer. 1.'l1920 o-P&1t7 .oyed. to nola1t,. of loachau. 
20 jpriJ. 0 ......OYM t.o !l'0Id..,.. prod41aa Itt .upport. 1. r.c1aeatal __ of_y... to IfDrtIl. 21 Aprll. t. !D p1&toOll8 wer. apia ..a1pecl to their I'elJpeoti•• 
Iatalltl7 _t.t.110.. tor I:t nppoI't. rs.r.t platoon 1IOYed. to ton ot Gor~beD 1Ilth 
1ataatlT .. aUed .ttact • bookl. oat paIlSerta.t te_, ••ob'De au Deat., 
... ....,. ..... &1..0 kIlOeked out ..., ~ waco. o .... erft4 tlr10C •• ~1adl,.boo,.. 2'.tpr11 18t ••tio. let platooll aDd. 2a4 MOtioll 2D4 platOOD ..8iped 

d.d_ of olear1D1 .... 1a do1a1t,. of IIO~ of ao.took with tollowiq rerut.a 

15 .'IV d", lac1.U.• ., .ttlo..., 1 ra.d16 .tat.iOD, d..oli.hH, II111tal7 he.... 

qMrten ,. ...troTecl. 5 .0 ••t.. bocbd otat, 3 0_1II...tl0D pansertaut aDIl barp
...~ wi,.. oat, 1 due 1a _tv plat.... 3 .otOl'0701•• d••troret, 45 •...,. 


RESTmCTED...~ f 



REST!!lCTEtr· 

PW's _pt.UNd~ reocmtl7 'ot pw.t uouat ot -Ueri_D _terial -.pt1lNd pNri.oUl cIIq. 

24 .AprU Co~ relined ot ..ttachllent to ~SSth IDtantl7 BaiiMDt e.rd reverted back 

to Battalion coDt.ro1. 011 27 april .lIPCed in 1"'8COIlJILisaDOe pe.troll1~ in ..ssigDBd 

,ar_ tor 1Iil1t1u7 .ct1rlt7~ _Uld.t.1oll d1llps~ ord_nee equLp_ut. hospi1lals. e1r

tields etc. 28 Apr1l. pI.1c111C 'aid :pat1'oll1q: ot 4UI81i-.l o&ra _tted 3 PW1s. 29.;J.pril 

screemug ot civn...... revealed 3 PW' 8 • 


. 
(4)~_v,

1 - ,&.0111 QrU 1st pl&toonoat1ached to Co •• 
2nd platoon ..t1JaDd ~ • Srd plILtooD .tWl.ched to eo.paqr I'- P1o_er <aDd 
Headquarter. pl;atooDB prepared tor .,....Dt;tLCZOSS Bbi_ RJ.Ter tl'Oll vic1rd.V 
Burckba~eD.~. OD 3.aprU ea.l*qr le88 Rcn'pliatooras JIOVad to Sende~ Gera.. 
where the1' ore placed in e.th IDtantl7 D1v1a1oll :a.sern. 2Dd Platoon _s given 
mission ot spearheadillC 3MtA Il'Iknt.rT BI&1meut cOllba1; tAu vic1D1t7 or H.rden to 
BoeteDDUe~~. On 4:.-u Hq 4IIId PiOJ881" PlatooJlS mved to v1c1D1.t7 or 
.reDirot~~. 2D! Roll Plat as uaiCDed lliasion or beiug point in 3rd IJJf'.aJJt.rr 
BkttaUon at1lack OD s..tord~ Ge1"aqr. l.Atter clear1~ Beele~ GeralV platoon .-q 
D)rth reach1rc the _. Uwr to tiat tM bridges blowIl. Recomai....DOe NftII.led 
bridge ill1iact 8011tb.ea.st ot Bar.-iDlral, Ge~ wb1ch _s secured tor iue&at.ry 
crossing. On reachilW HeDltord~ GeJ:aZV' .... mssion ot NcuriDg the bridge 1Dtact 
where ..utobahD crossed W.ser RJ.ver _s e.ss1iJlld, but Oil UTi1lal .t acem the bridge 
bad alread7 beell blown by tbe • ..,.. &:.arb7 lMilroad bridp .ttorded .. --_ tor 
toot troops to cross but DDt fthicles. OD 5 .april CoIlpaIV leiS Ren platool.8 .aved 
to vic1Dity of Bad OeJIIbausen. G.rav. RegaeDtal CoIaam.r -.ssicll8ci '2m Ren platoons 
to recoDDOiter ..at ot ••s.r ..1Ii .,nta ot Bad Oe7mausen., ~ to vicinit7 ot 
335th Inf!autry ~nt bridlehead south of II1ldell. G.r.... Platoon _s tired on 
by 88 _ gUDS tromacros8 the river. Odtll-S el'IIOred oar .. hit ~tedl7 by 
8S _ shells ..iii the ere. ot tour .Dl1.ted .ell were ldlled. utille!7 n.r.d _I so 
intense tbat tH regi_Dbal Co-.llier _DCelled the llission. On 6 J.prll. 2m PAt 

· 	crossed .es8r R1ver ct llind.~ GeraJV' e.D1 e~oUDtered IJ1tie.. sniper fire tro. 
viciDity otRow. ,G.rallr. Platooa diBllOunted .s Ix€.aDtrr to &1d ill .ptUN ot 

. ,Burkeburge, Gezwazv .aJXl tiall7 tC'118ted out .. luge e..,. col'laJl DKr tba We.er-
Elba Caal. On 7 .april" Hq Section opemted ...rela7 station between ;ad_DOe ale'-s 
ot this battallon..m captured 11 PW' 8. On e Jpril. ReD Co 1.88 Rcn PlatooDS .avec! 
to Stadt.\:ageD, Geraqr where Hq Plat;qU.n acted ..8 relay station. Oaptl1N44o R' 8 
.m killed 1 • .....,. 2Di PlIatoon Nduced road ldock vic of Bad .~rt~ .~ 
CapturiDl 35 1'1" s. 1000 Jlll&ril tarther :amther road block defaDied by 3 bLLt tr.acks 
... 1Il a~ illf'.aatr,y _s reduced with the dd of i .....utry IIOrtar tire. liIIlr the 
approach to the ..utobalm ..1Ii eDllJq ..bllSh .. d18COV81'ed ooDtdalDg 18~ 88 _ A'1'-M 
guns well d~ in aDd 0UI0uf"le.&ed. which •• DlUlinllaed. On 9 .april. Hq;ald PiODHl' 
platooJIB IIO"Nd to viciDit7 ot G,..... aer-. "ere pioDter platoon laid haat7 Ill. 
field.am estabUshed• .m aiDtaiI*! 1'OI.d bl.ocb. On 10 april CoJIpazv Ie.. ReD 
platooDS .aTed to viciDit1' HareDburg, Ge1'W.lV. 01111 aprU Hq ..1d Pio_er pliatooDl 
aoftd to vicimt7 ot Burldort, Gera.. 3rd BcD Platoon Nlieved ot ;attecUe. 
to Co C :am NVerbed' to Collpe.. coDtrol. .at-t.r IaU of BanJ8'f'e1"~ a.r..., 2nd PlatooD 
speuohaded 35fith 16.Db-;y Beg:I_at oo.b&t tea 1n ..t __ OD ~]:t;_l'IIbUDbeD, GeraJVWhere 
recoma1sl1UC8 revealed seveal. n.k CUDS wh10b were pl'Oli¢J.7 kmclred 0_ bT 
taSs. &t Kirchorst. Ger-.IV the platDoll Ubeated ..ppro:d_t"aq 500 PW'. tro. o&1liect 
lations. I.t Burgdorf, Gena. fJ8'9UIIl SS pt.... PI" s were __n b7 Surpri88 & 
oaptured. PlatooD then JDOftd to Sor~D88~ GeralV'. On 12 ,april the 2Dd PlatooD took 
the town ot IiIar1gsen, GeraJW am J'reecl-. .Jor ot tbe 11th Oav Gl'014> who bad beeD 
captured .... tn diql previous. Buter1~ .thil8en" ~ the 2Dl platooll _8,hit 
by heavy' sDiper ..m _ch'1_ gUll tiN 0:0_ both tla*s. One w-s .aZ'IIOred oar .. kmcked 
out by 2 eD8117 SP C1mS witbollt loS8 ot persom:ael.. . 
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Moving on ap1-ro:x1mately _~ yds the German::~ started h c. ~ltcrattack supported 
by SF Guns. Platoon dismounted as infantry and SUP} orted by their own PAG's 
repelled the a'black forcing the enemy to withdraw. 14 Al-'ril HeadQ.uarters platoon 
and Fioneer platoon moved to Ummern and fin~ closed vicinity of Beetzendorf. 
15 AJr'ril ComJClY less Rcn ~·latoons moved to Genzien. 16 April 1st and 2nd .t-latoons 
relieved from attachment to th ir respective gun companies and reverted to compa~ 
control. 17 April Rcn Com..,my moved to Lindenberg and thence on to Deutsch. The 
three Rcn :t'latoons reconnoitered roads between ZiElilendorf and ~ahrenberg. 18.April 
Rcn l'latoons screened 84th Inf Division left fl.ank from Arendsee to WIlhrenberg 
capturing 1 Officer and 12 HI PW's. 19 Jiril 2nd 8lld 5rd platoons and pioneer 
,LIlatoon engaged in l:atrolling north flank of Division from Arendsee to Elbe River. 
Outpost at Bomenzien manned by Fioneer 11latoon was attacked by enemy latrol of 
estimated at 6 men. Two rounds of 1l8IlZerfaust fire at 75 yards knocked out an 
H-20 armored car utility, injuring 5 men. 1st platoon relieved outpost and 
T:'laintained combat patrol for rest of night. 20 .April company patrolled north 

-flank of XIII Corl'S and captured 5 PU's. 21 ~ril comi'any moved to Tobringen 
and l-tG.trolled left fl.ank of 555th Inf Regiment capturing 11 fW's. 24 ~·ril 
com~any relieved of patrol and returned to battalion assembly area vicinity 
Kaulitz ca)Jturing 1. PYl. 27 A,pril engaged in reconnaissance, ...atroling in 
assigned area for military activity, ammunition dum~s, ordnance equipment, 
hospitals, airfields, etc. 28 April screening of citizens in small to;fIlS of 
~ssigned area revealed 10 ?W's. 29 APril reco~i6sance vatrol captured 2 PI's. 

b. Enemy for.£!!:. 
In the cam'paign from the PJ1ine Piver to the Elbe Piver the 

terrains mostly were of -the rolling ollen, to nat type, well drained, passable, 
and riell suited for armor. The ground .... s sufficiently firm to IJermi t cross 
country movement of vehicles although siioradic patcres of woods often hid enemy 
troolis in bypassed areas and at times temRQrarily canalized our movements. 
Betlleen the Rhine and the Elbe there were 4 major water barriers namelJr the 
F)ns and »eser P.iv:ers and the D:>rtmund-Dns and neser-Elba Canals which acted 
only as nuisance value as none of these held up the advance for any l'eriod 
of time. Enemy resistance varied from very little to fanatical "fight-to
the-death type". No definite divisions could be identified as such because 
as the enemy withdrew he gobbled up any ~d all troops and materiel he could 
lay hands on whether they \,.ertt assigned to his commsnd or not. Defensive 
measures em~loyed were mostly road blocks covered qy flak guns, tank ditches 
and isolated infantry trenches in open fields near adjoining woods. lIines 
were used very little b,y the enemy in his hast,y retreat. strongest ~oints 
of resistance were at the water barriers where the enemy lutll'Uj) his strongest 
defenses along the )!1be. The most peculiar trait of the enemy in this o~eration 
was the orders given the enlisted men by their officers to discard their uniforms 
for civilian clothes and return to their homes when capture was .tnent.This 
was not only true in the ?;ehrmacht, but also in the Sf Elite troops. Air 
activity of the enemy consisted of strafing and bombing attacks along ·d.th the 
usu~.J. niehtly reconnais~;ance missions. Attacks were not in force Qnd were of 
a harassing nature rather than a tactical threat. 

4. Annexes. 
a. Personnel. 

(1) 	Reinforcements 

Bq CO: 3 n.' ~.10S 5Bl.; 1 Elf ~::os 545. 
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RESTRICTED 




REST~:CTED 
Co A' 1 atticer .~ 1222 

2 III - 531, 1 111 .. 605J 1 111 - 345; 1 III .. 716. 
Co BI 1 • - lag 813; 3 • - 5.31; 1 III I~ )45. 
Co CI , III lOS 5.31J 1 • lOS 585J 1 III lOS 745; 1 Dl las 6.48. 
Ben COl 3 111 lOS 531J 1 III lOS 745, 1 III lOS 652; 1 ...~ 605. 

(2) 10. tilled; 1 - Died or .ouadaJ 11 III 1'0WIded.. 

(3) 664 PI'. captured. 

(4) Award, - See InclOilUN•• 

b. 	 SupplJ aDd ~aouation. 
(I} OrdDaDce. 

2 - Car, ArIIored, light, 18 Replaced. 
2 - Carra1,e, aotor, 761ua, I 18 " 
1 Truck, 2t ton, 6%6 	 " 
2 - !ruck, i ton, 4z4 	 " 
2 -Tluck, i ton, 4x4 	 101; Replaced 
1 - Trailer, t tOil, 2 Wheel, Carp " 
3 - Gun, lachine, Cal .50, HB nex, 12 Replaced 
2 .. l1tle, US, Cal••30 11 	 " 
3 - Carbine, Cal., .30 11 	 " 
2 - Carbine, Cal., .30 11 lot Beplaced 
3 - Pi.tol, US, Cal .45, li91Ul Replaced 
2 - PJ..tol, US., Cal .45, 1l91UJ, lot bplaced 
, - HOl.ter Piltol, Cal. 45, 1l9~; .(Leatbel' ) Hot Replaced 
1 - louat, IG, 136 	 Not Replac" 
1 - Canalg., IG lount, For 118 Replaced b7 being repaired 
1 - Tool .et ArIlorer., TD BIl. lot Replaced 
2 - lount, IG, I 48 	 " 
2 - .atch, wri.t, 15 Jewel 	 " 
.3 - Tool ••t, General Mechanic. • 
5 - Binocular., • 17 	 Replaced 
8 - Binoculars, I 17 	 lot ReplaCed 

10 - In1re, Ba)'onet, 114 ./.cabbard, ISAl Not Replaced 

1 - Telescope, oberYation, • 48 lot Replaced. 

1 - Circle, .l1l11ng, III " 


(2) 	 Engineer 

1 - Co....Dd POlt &: tire tiNCtion .et, No 1 lot Replaced 


(3) 	 ~eraaltera 

4 - Oatllt, cootiac, OM-burner lot Replaced 

1 - Tool .et, carpenter., Set 10. 2 " 

1 - Screen, latrine, co.plete, ./oilll aDd poles Not Replaced. 


(4) 	1 - iii tire, 1-130, on~, Dr. - 8. lot Replaced 

5 .. Tool Equipment, TI - 33 " 

4 - Radio Set, $01-608 " 

1 - Radio Set, $0&-506 Replaced 

3 - Radio Set, $or-610 Not Replaced 


c. In..,. Ilaterial destroyed during Ilonth or April 1945. 

2 U GUI18 	 2 Box cars loaded ./aJIIlUnitioD
4 Personnel Carrierl 	 1 Armored vehicle 
1 lark III Tank 	 1 Light vehicle 
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RES;~~CTED 

7 
1 
4 
2 
2 
1 
7 
1 

4 - 1..,1.. 

MachiDe OWl ••t. 
Halftrack 
llak GaD ..plac..ent 
SP 88 _ GuD8 
lebel.ert... 
Truck 
Soue. burned down 
.Daa 11l ..tel' plant 

2 Panzertaust nests 
1 ReconnaiSS&DCe Tehicle 
2 FlI90 
S Roetet Guns 
:3 lotorcyc1.. 
1 nak wagon 
1 Radio Station Celt) 

A;:/' ~ 

IWlOLDr~:~ 

lDel 1 - '.ard ot Meritorious SerYice tJait Lt Col., " 
nague to Hq Co. Co-.net! De 

IDOl 2 .. ,.ard SUw star Medal to 1st Lt Herkness. 
Incl :3 - Award SilTer star Medal to S Sgt lash CPosthuaoas) 
IDOl 4 - .QDe Unit JourDal. 
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