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HEADQUARTERS - i TE“
638th Tank Destroyer Battalion Vit .

APO 339, c/o P.M,
New York, New York

1 March 41945

SUBJECT: History of Operations for Fepruary 1945,

TO : The Adjutant General, War Department, Washington 25, D.C.
THRU : Commanding General, 84th Infantry Division.
1. Authority; Far i0, AR 345-105.

2, Introduction.

&. Lt Col HAROLD L. DAVIS, O 359 292, FA, Couwanding.

~ Major JAukS D. MCCULLOUGH, O 227 185, FA, Executive,
Ma jor DICKSOR G. HIPP, O 297 i33, Fi, S-3
Captain RECTOR PARKS, 0 306 740, FA, S-2
st Lt MONKOE S. HALL, Ol 168 700, FA, S-4
ist Lt FREDRICK A. KLEWIN, Ol 822 585, Fa, S-1
Captain RONALD C, HARMON, O 249 #45, Inf. Cowmdg Hq Co.
Captain DONAL I. MEDLEY, O 397 029, FA, Comdg Co A. !

Captain ALONZO J, GOLDEN, O 393 003, FaA, Comdg Co B. ;%25
Captein ROBEKT R, KLINE, Ol 167 072, FA, Cowdg Co C. : '

1st Lt ROBERT E. PARKER, Ol 822 610, FA, Comdg Ren Co. \45) |
Captain ARTHUR FORST, O 419 121, MC, Bh Surgeon. yL

b. Not applicable.
c. Period covered;: 1 Feb to 28 Feb 45.
d. Maps used during period:
(1) 1 Feb to 2 Feb 45: France and Beigium; Marche, scale 1:100,000.
(2) 3 ¥eb to 8 Feb 45: France and Belgium, Liege, Centrak Europe,
Koin 1:100,000,
(3) 9 Feb to 28 Feb 45: Centrai Furope, Koln 1:100, ooo- Frauce
and Belgium, Sittard 1:50,000; Germsny, Julich 1:50,000,

3. Narrative.
&. Operations.
(1) Cowpany A.
"1 -~ 2 Feb 45: The company remained in the vicinity of Oufny,
Belgium for maintenance, rehsbilitation and reorganization in preparation for
future operations,
3 — 8 Feb 453 On the morning of 3 Feb 45 tha cowmpany woved to
an assembly area in the vicinity of FEiksken, Holland and contiued on masintenance i
rehabilitation ana reorganigzetion in preparation for future operations.
9 - 28 Feb 45: On the evening of 9 Feb 45 the company moved to
the vicinity of Freienberg, Germany and continued reorganization activities.
On the 22 Feb 45 the company was attached to the 334th Inf Regt and that
worning moved to indirect firing positions defiladed on open ground South of
LINDERN. Registration was completed that day. At 0245 on the 23 Feb 45 the
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company commenced firing presrranged concentrations of harassing on towns wnd
- enemy instellations in support of crossing of the Roer Fiver. Fifty missions were
fired and expended 537 rounds of Shell HE, Fuze delay, by 0945 of 24 Feb, it 1500
on 24 Feb the company crossed the river on & Ponton bridge to the vicinity of
KORRENZIG., The 2nd and 3rd platoons went into firing positions in the vicirity
of BAAL in support of an attack by the regiment., The lst platoon was 1in recserve
in the vicinity of KORRENZIG.

On 25 Feb the 1st platoon was placed in direct support of the 1lst Bn, Z34th
Inf Regt in the vicinity of BAAL with the mission of guarding the regimental right
flank, The 2nd platoon wes placed in direct support of the 3rd Bn, 334th Inf
Regt in the vicinity of GRANTERATH,

On 25 Feb the 3rd platoon, LT JOSFPH SILENCE, Plutoon Lesder, was placed in
direct support of the 1st Bn, 334th.Inf Regt ir the vicinity of H:TZ:RATH. In
the morning the platoon assisted the infantry in the cepture of 30 prisoners of
war, That afternoon enemy personnel were observed moving into a chzteau by way
of a communiceztions trench, A tank destroyer was brought up into direct firing
position under cover of darkness and fired 4 rounds of cheil HE, Fuze delay, into
the building at celler level. Fnemy personnel totalling 102 surrendered with
celerity.

On 26 Feb the Znd platoon captured 5 prisoners neer SCHEIIT, The lst und
2nd platoong from the viecinlity of GRANTFRATH firec at suspect observation posts
in ERKELENZ., A church steerle and weter tower were partielly demolished., The
2nd platoon laid interdictory fire on a road between MATZERATH end ERKELENZ in
support of attack by the 2nd Bn, 334th Inf Regt., At 1920 the corpany was assembled
in the vicinity of RAABERBERG and was attached to<Task Force Church, which included
a battelion of tanks and a regiment of Infantry,

On 27 Feb at 1300 the compeny started moving from the assembly ares in support
of the advence of Task Force Clurch, At 0600 of 238 Feb the platoons were in position
in the vicinity of HFBLER and BERG continued in their sur orting role, 4t 2000 on -
28 Feb Task Force Church was dissolved and Company ; was atteched to 334th Inf
Regt to support their atteck,

"(2) Company B.

1 - 2-Feb 45: The company remained in the vicinity of H/BIFFOLT,
BELGIUM for maintenance, rehsbilitation, and reorganization in preparstion for
future operations.,

2 - 8.Feb 45: On the morning of 3 Feb the company moved to &n
assembly area in the vicinity of EIKSKEN, HOLL/ND and continuea on meinten:nce,
rehebilitetion and reorgaenization. During tne hours of darkness on 8 Feb the
Compeny begain preparing dug in pesitions in the vicinity of Bruchelen, Germany
for occupation in future operations.

9 - 28 Feb 45: On the evening of 9 Feb the Compeny moved to the vicinity
of FRELENBFRG, GERMZNY., Preparations of dug in positions continued enu observation
posts were established and the area observed for nossible targets for future operutions.
On the night of 15 Feb the lst platoon occupied the prepared positions. From 16 to
21 Feb the platoon fired at OP's and plsced harrassing fire on RURICH, Using shell
HE Fugze Cuick at & range of 3300 yards a church steeple in KORREN.IG was compietely
~demolished. Five hits were observed in a steeple in RURICH.

On the evening of 22 Feb the 2nd and 3rd platoons moved to the previousiy prepsred
positions in the vicinity of BRACHELEN, At 1245 on 23 Feb Feb ail platoons commenced
firing at predetermined targets in support of a crossing of the ROER RIVER. Firing
was in zone and on order by the 334th Inf Regt and 97 missions were fired with en
expenditure of 791 rounds of Shell HE fuze Delay. During the hours of darkness of
24 Feb the Company moved across the river to tkﬁ §Tt of KORRENZIG and wes hekd
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On 26 Feb the Znd Piatoon moved inte 1iring .ositions newr b i ) lé‘(f' ‘f(
3rd Platcoons took up positions in the vieinity of hbTzrRaTh., The Comganv vae atltaciea
to the 333rd Inf Regt at 1600 in the support o1 their attack. On &7 reb the CoLany
woved to the vicinity of ORaTH., In the af'ternoon the platoons moved to tihe vicirity
of BERCK .and that evening the Znd Platoon woved to the vicinity o1r WOUr. On X3 Feb
the 1lst and 3rd Piatoons moved to the vicinity of FISChELN end the Znd plztoon to the
vicinity of HOSTERI,

(3) Coupany C.

for weintenance, rensbiiitation and reorganization in preparation ftor future o,erations.

3 - 8 Feb 45;: On the morning of 3 Feb the Company moved to an assembly area
in the wicinity of EIKSKER, HOLLAND and continued on maintenance, rehabiiitation and
reorganigation.

9 — 28 Feb 45: On the evening of 9 Feb the Compuny moved to the vicinity
of FRELENBERG, GLRMANY, The 2na Pletoon was attached to Cowpany B and estabiished
observation posts in the vieinity of BRACHELEN for possible targets for tuture operations.

On 16 Feb Lt wUNROE S. HALL was relieved from duty as Flatocn Leauer, 3rd Platoon
and was attached to Headquarters, 638th Tank Destroyer Battalion, with duties as S-4
to replace Capt JOHN L. ROBERTS, OL 882 585, dropped from assignment due.to illiness.

On 22 Feb the Coupany was attached to the %35th Inf Regt and wmoved to SUGUrkaTH
on 23 Feb., On 24 Feb at 1100 the Company crossed the ROER KIVER. The tiring piatoons
took up positions in the vicinity of DOVEREN in support of & regimental atiack. The
1st and 2nd Platoons moved to HOUVERATH on 25 Feb in direct rolkes of support ana on
26 Feb woved to GOULKERATH.

On 27 Feb the platoons foliowed the Iniantry providing AT support. In the vicinity
of HOLKRATH the Ast Piatoon fired 5 rounds Sheil HE fuze quick at a ..G. nest which was
hoiding up the advance of the Infuntry and knocked it out. In the vicinity of oCuwaVBERG
the 3rd Piatoon fired 2 rounds Shell HE tuge quick and knocked out & M.G. nest. The
Company captured 151 prisoners in the advance.

On the worning of 28 Feb the platoons were in position in the wicinity of LLiOH.
That afternoon the platoons moved to the vicinity of WALNIEL.

(4) Ren Comgagzﬁ )
l = 2 Feb 45; The Cowpany reusained in the vicinity o1 nabliwmunt, prallUs

for maintenance, rehabiiitation and reorgenization in preparation for future opecrations.

3 - 8 Feb 45: On the morning of 3 Feb the Comparny woved to an assenbly
erea in the vicinity of EIKSKEN, HOLLAND and continued on maintenence, renzbisitation
and reorganization.

9 - 28 Feb 45: (n the evening of 9 Fev the Company wmoved to the vicinity
of FRELENBERG, GLrMaNY. The 2nd plutoon was atteched to Coupany B, established obser—
vation posts in the vicinity of BRACHELEN and observed for possible targets for ruture
operations.

On 23 Feb Captain DONALD M, ¥C AFRE was placed on detached service with G-2,
Hg Ninth U, S. Army and Lt ROBERT E. rARKER assumed the comiznd of the Coupany. At
0245 on 23 Feb the 2nd Platoon reinforced by~ feur .50 cal ki.G.'s ot the Pioneer Platoon
commenced firing at predetermined targets in support of the crossing oif the rRURR IVik,

On 22 February the lst platoon was attached to Compeny A in the vieinity of LINDERN
"and on 23 Feb the 3rd plutoon was attached to Cowpany C in the vicinit; of SUGU:rRATH.

On 24 Feb the reconnaissance platoons crossed the ROLR RIVER and perforuwed route
and ares reconnaissance in the division gone. OQObservation posts were establiched by
the lst platoon in the vicinity of BAAL and by the 3rd platoon at DOVERrN. The Znd
platoon took up positions in the vicinity of KORRENZIG.

On 25 thru 28 Feb the reconnaissance pietoons continucd route and area reconu-

aissance in the gone of the division attack. Fan ,!:
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9 =« 28 Peb ,L5: German forces identified as the 183 VG Inf Div, and a

. portion of the 59 VG Inf Div operated in the 84th Inf Div sector prior to the
crogsing of the Roar River. After the crogssing elements of the 176 VG Inf Div
and the 338 VG Inf Div were also encountered. The area from the Roer River East -
may be characterized as the ensmy edge of the Siegfried Line. The river was used
as the principal obstacle and flooding was accomplished by destruction of dams.
The defensive positions on the east bank were largely dug in with pill boxes.
Nebelwerfer fire was used in a quantity unprecedented and the artillery fire was
mostly long range. Air was minor in quantity and showed aggressiveness oamly at
points vital to the enemy, such as the persistent astrikes at the bridges.

4e Annexess
a. Personnel,
(1) Reinforcements
Hq Cos 1 EM MOS 345

Cods 2 EMMOS 729; 2 EM MOS 610; 1 EM MOS 521; '
2 EM MOS 745; 1 EM MOS .531; 1 EM MOS 736.

CoBs 2 EM MOS 605; 2 EM MOS 531; 1 B MOS 636;
1 EM MOS 610; 1 M MOS 745.

CoC s /4 EMMOS 531; 3 EM MOS 610; 2 EM MOS 745.

Ren Cos 2 EM MOS 733; 2 EM MOS 345; 1 EM MOS 745;-
1 EM MOS 729.

(2) 16 EM Wounded.
' 2 Officers Wounded.

(3) 295 Pi's captured.
(4) 4wards .and Battlefield Commissions - See Inclosures.

b. Suonly and EVacuation.

(1) Ordnance.
1 Car, armd Utility, M20
1 Truck, fton, commaad and reconnaissance.
1 M.G., 50 cal HB, flex,.
1 Mount for 50 cal k.G

-1 General lachanlics Tool Set.

(2) Sigoal. '
1l E.E.S. Telephone.
1 Command Post and Fire Direction Set.

ce Known enemy losses due td our operationg:
]l Steeple destroyed; 2 Machine Guns destroyed; 2 Sbeeples damaged;

1 water tower damaged. ,
W/W

8=Incls: Incl 1 - Award Captain Donal I. Medley. HAROLD L. DAVIS
» . Incl 2 = Award Captain Robert R, Kline Lt Col, FA
Incl 3 ~ Award Sergeant Donsld F, Westfahl Commanding

Incl 4 = Award Sergeant John W, Harrison Sr.

Incl 5 = Award Technical Sergeant Joseph M., Szymanski

Incl 6 = Award Private First Class John E. Hibbs

Incl 7 - Battle Field Commisgion First Sergeaat, John A. Youngren

Incl 8 = One Unit Journal -+* f’
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