
HEADQuARTERS 
658th Tank Destroyer Batta!ion RES~~ICTED 

APO 559, c/o P.M. 
New York, New York 

1 March .l945 

SUBJECT: History oi' Operations for FePruary .1945 .. 

TO The Adjutant General, War Department, Washington 25, D..C.. 

.THRU . COI1lI:lanciing General, 84th Infantry Division. 

.1.. Authority: Par 10, AR 545-105 .. 

2~ Introduction. 
,!;... Lt Col HAROLD L. DAVIS, 0 559 292, FA, COLlhlanding. 

Major J.Aid$ D. MCCULLOUGH, 0 227 185, FA, Executive. 
MajOr DICKSON G. RIPP, d 297 ..l55" FA, S-5 
Captain lID..,~OR PARKS, 0 306 740, FA, S-2 
l.st Lt MONROE S. HALL, 01 J.68 700, FA, s-4 
l..st Lt li'REDRICK A. IU.h-w.£N, 01 822 585, FA, 5-1 
Captain RONALD C. H.Allld)N, 0 249145, Inf. Comdg Hq Co. i 

Captain OONAL I. MEDLEI, 0 597 029, FA, Coq Co A.. i 
I 

Captain ,ALONlW J .. GOLDEN, 0 393 005, FA, Comdg Co B.. ~.Captain ROBl!Rl' R.. KLINE, 0.1 .167 072, FA, Coq Co C. 
1st Lt ROBERT E. PARKER, 01 822 6.10, FA, Colikig Ren Co. ¥-7 

II 

Captain ARTHUR FORST, 0 4.l9 121., MC, Bil Surgeon. o~ 
b. Not applicable. 
c. Period covered: 1 Feb to 28 Feb 45. 

!!. Maps used during period.: 


(1) 1 Feb to 2 Feb 45: France and Be..i.gium; Marche , sca.le 1:100,000. 
(2) 5:F'eb to 8 Feb 45: France and Belgium, Liege, Central. Europe, 

KolIl .i:l00,OOO. 
(5) 9 Feb to 28 F'eb 45: Central Europe, Koln 1.:100,000; France 

and Belgium, Sittard 1:50,000; Ge~, Jullch 1:50,000. 

5. Narrative. 
a. Operations. 

- (1) COllJpany A • 


.1- 2 Feb 45: The comp~ remained in the vicinity of Oufny, 
Belgiuw for maintenance, rehabilitation and reorganization in preparation for 
future operations. 

5 - 8 Feb 45, On the morning of 5 Feb 45 the. .compazv lOOved to 
an assembly area in the Yicinity of Eiksken, Holland and contjiued on maintenance 
rehabilitation ana reorganisation in preparation for future operations. 

9 - 28 Feb 45: On the evening of 9 Feb 45 the cOIDpaIG" moved to 
the vicinity of Fre.ienberg, Germany and continued reo+ganization activities. 

On the 22 Feb 45 the ~ompany was attached to the 5Mth Inf Regt and that 
morning moved to indirec~ firing positions defiladed on open ground South of 
LINDliliN. Registration was completed that day.. At 0245 on the 25 :B'eb 45 the 
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company cOlllllonced firing pre.rrange~ons· of harassing ti1~~ 
enemy installations in support of crossing of the Roer Piver. Fifty missions were 

fired and expended 557 rounds of Shell HE, Fuze delay, by 0945 of 24 Feb. ,/It 1500 

on 24 Feb the company crossed the ri~er on a fonton bridge to the vicinity of 

KORRENZIG. The 2nd and 5rd platoons went into firing positions in the vicinity 

of BAAL in support of Elll attack by the regiment. The 1st ph.toon was in reserve 

in the vicinity of KORRENZIG. 


(}l 25 Feb the 1st platoon was placed in direct support of the 1st Bn, :354th 

Inf Regt in the vicinity of BAAL with the mission of guarding the regimental right 

flank. The 2nd platoon was placed in direct support of the 5rd Bn, ~54th Inf 

Regt in the Vicinity of GRANTERATH. 


On 25 Feb the 5rd platoon, LT JOSEPH SILENCE, Plutoon Le6der, Wb.S plc..ced in 

direct support of the 1st Bn, 554th·Inf Hegt in the vicinity of H::TZ!<:RATH. In 

the morning the platoon assisted the infantry in too capture of 50 prisoners of 

war. That afternoon enemy personnel were obseryed moving into a clu:.teau by WhY 


of a communicCitions trench. A tank de::troyer was brought up into direct firing 

position under cover of darkness and fired 4 rounds of Shell rOC, Fuze delay, into 

the building at cellar level. l!hemy personnel totalling 102 surrendered with 

celerity. 


On 26 Feb the 2nd platoon captured 5 prisoners near SCHEII1r. The 1st Uld 

2nd platoons from the vicinity of GRPJrfERJ.XH fired at suspect observation posts 

in ERKELENZ. A church steeple and water tower were partially demolished. The 

2nd platOClrlla1d interdictory fire on a road bet\ft!en MATZERiiTH and ER.KEIJINZ in 

support of att.ack by the 2nd Bn, ~54th Inf Regt. At 1920 the company "as assembled 

in the vicinity of RAABEFlBERG and was attached to .Task Force Clrurch, which included 

a battalion of tanks and a regiment of Infantry. 


On 27 Feb at 1500 the compsny started moving from the assembly ure", in suPt='ort 

of the advance of Task Force Church. At 0600 of 28 Feb the pll:ltoons were in position 

in the vicinity of HESLER and BERG continued in their sup orting role. At 2000 on 

28 Feb Task Force Clrurch was dissolved and Company;; was attBched to 334th Inf 

Regt to support their attack • 


. (2) Company B. 
1 - 2 Feb 45: The company remained in the vicinity of H/BIE1<f.QIJT, 


BELGIUM for maintenance, reh.s.bilitation, and reorganizELtion in preparation for 

future operations. 


3 - 8 Feb 45: On the morning of 5 Feb the corrpany moved to Ul 


assembly ares. in the vicinity of EIKSKEN, HOLLllm and continuea on roc.intemnce, 

reh&bilit&tion and reorganiuttion. Luring the hours of darkness on 8 Feb the 

Company begain preparing dug in pesitions in the vicinity of Brbchelen, GermEJ.nY 

for occupation in future operations • 


. 9 - 28 Feb 45: On the evening of 9 Feb the CompEJ.nY moved to the vicinity 
of FRELENBFRG, GEF~~NY. Preparations of dug in positions continued &DU observation 
posts were established and the area observed for possible targets for future open.tiona. 
On the night of 15 Feb the 1st platoon occupied the prepared positions. From 16 to 
21 Feb the platoon fired at OP'1i and placed harrassing fire on RURICH. Using shell 
HE FUze (uick at a range of 5500 yards a church steeple in KORRENL,IG was completely· 
demolished. Five hits were observed in a steeple in RURICH. 

. On the evening of 22 Feb the 2nd and 5rd platoOns moved to the previously prepared 
positions in the vicinity of BRACHELl!N. At 1245 on 25 Feb Feb all platoons commenced 
firing at predetermined targets in SUP~lort of a cro~sing of the ROE:R RIVER. Firing 
was in zone and on order by the 554th Inf Regt and 97 missions were fired. with sn 
expenditure of 791 rounds of Shell HE fuze Delay. During the hours of darkness of 
24 Feb the Company moved across the river to tlJ\~·rr·ift of KORRENZIG bIld was held 
in mobile reserve. to AO'''T'pn
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On 26 :F'eb the 2nd P.L.atoon uloved into firing ~Osi. tions 
5rd PJ.atoons took Ul) ,positions in the vicinity of hl.TL.t,ful.Th. '1'he COhl.:.Jany ';'b"" att<.,CiJ.f;Q 

to the 355rd Inf Regt at 1600 in the support 01' their attacK. On 'i.7 Feb the COl.ltjany 
moved to the vicinity 01' ORATH. In the ai'ternoon the 1>J.atoons roved to the vicir..ity 
of BE1CK .und that evening the 2nd P1C1.toon woved to the 'vicinity of \,'QO,t. On %8 F'eb 
the 1st and 3rd P.latoons moved to the vicinity of F'ISChEL.L'I c..nd the 2nd platoon to the 
vicinity of hO~T1RI. 

(5) 	Coupa.w C. 
1 - 2 Feb 4.§: The COi.l.pany remainea In the vicinity of I-.rI.BH;,~i)...r, :i3LJ,£lUii. 

for maintenance, rehabiJ.itation and. reorganization in lJrepurution 1'or future o.:::erations. 
5 - 8 Feb 45: On the morning of 5 Feb the Comparv lOOVed to an assembly area 

in the ucinity of EIKSKER, liOw,Ai'1D and continued on maintenance, rehabi.dtation and 
reorganisation., . 

9 - 28-Feb 45: On the evening of 9 Feb the Company moved to the vlcinity 
of FREL,U'jBERG, G~Y. The 2nci Platoon VIas attached to Company B and estab..L.ished 
observation posts in the vicinity of BRACHELEN for possible targets for future oi-erations. 

On 16 Feb Lt fiivNROE S. HALL was relieved from duty as Platoon i.eaaer, 3rd Platoon 
and was attached to Headquarters, 658th Tank Destroyer Battalion, with duties as S-4 
to replace Capt JOHN i.. ROBERTS, 01 882 585, dropped from assignoent due.to iJ..iness. 

On 22 Feb the C01l1pazw was attached to the S55th Ini' Regt and moved to SUGGili_'iTH 
on 25 Feb. On 24 r'eb at 1100 the Company crossed the ROER RIVER. T he firing p..L.atoone 
took up positiona in the Yicinity of OOVEREI, in support of &. regimental at -.:.ack. The 
l..st and 2nd Platoons moved to HOUVEB.8.TH on 25 Feb in direct roles of sup;.ort anQ on 
26 Feb moved to GOLKERI!.TH. 

On 27 Feb the platoons followed the Inf'antry providing AT SUl'port. In the vicinity 
of HOLKRA'£H the !at putoon fired 3 rounds She..L.l hE fu&e quick at a :.l.G. nest which was 
boJ..ding up the advance of the InfCLntry and knocked it out. In the vicinity of >::iG\~liV-,BEBG 
the 5rd Platoon fired 2- rounds Shell HE iu.e quick and. knocked out a M.G. nest. The 
Comp~ captured 15~ prisoners in the advance. 

On the morning of 28 Feb the p!atoons were in position in the vicinity of LLLOh. 
That afternoon-the platoons moved to the vicinity of W~IEL. 

(4) 	RcnCoIJPu.~: 
! - 2 Feb 45: The Comp~ reLlCi.ined in the viclnity 01 riaBI~b1Vl'T, nl'J...Gl.U;ll 

i'or maintenance, rehabi.!.it&.tion and reorgc.nization in l>reparation for future ol-'crations. 
5 -- 8 Feb 45: On the morniILg of 3 Feb the Company lOOTed to an u::lsel"b.ly 

area in the yic;i.nity: of EIKSKEN, KILLAND and continued on maintenance, ren&bi.L.itation 
and reorganization. 

9 - 28 Feb 45: On -the evening of 9 Feu the Company moved to the vicinity 
of FRU.ENB1!:BG, G~Y. The 2nd platoon was attached to C01Jpa~ B, establisred obser­
vation posts in the vicinity of BRAClili.LEt-l and observed for f'ossible targets for l-uture 
operations. 

On 23 Feb Captain DONALD M. MC A]'1E was plaCed on detaChed service w,ith G-~, 
Iq Ninth U. S. Army and Lt ROBERr. E. t'ARKER assumed the cOIDIJand of the COIJ,Pany. At 
0245 on 25 Feb the 2nd Platoon reinforced b:. four .50 cal M.G. 's 01' the Pioneer Platoon 
commenced firing at predetermined targets in support of the crosi;;ing of lihe rlU1!..R IU:V~h.• 

On 22 Februar,y the .lst platoon was attached to Com~any A in the vicinity of LINUlRN 
and on 25 Feb the 5rd p!",toon was attached to COLlpany C in the vicinit~- of $UGGj:lih'flt. 

On 24 Feb the reconnaissance platoons crossed the IIDlili RIVER and perf'orhled. route 
and area reconnaissance in the diTision sone. Observation posts were establi~·.hed by 
too :lst platoon in the vd.cinity of BAAL and by the 5rd platoon at DOV£Ri.l-'. The 2nd 
platoon took up positions in the vicinity of KU~IG. 

On 25 thru 28 Feb the :reconnaissance platoons continued route and area recoru.­

aiasanoe in the zone of the dinsion "t:7~ REST"ICT~D 	 +1 
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~ - 28 ,.b 45: German foroes identified as the 183 VG In! Div, and a 

portion of the 59 VG In! ·lJiv operated in the 84th 'Int Div sector prior to the 
crossing of the Roar RiY-er. After the crossing elements ot the 176,VG In! Div 
and the 338 VG In! Div were also encountered. The area fro. the Roer River East 
II&Y be characterized as the enemy edge of the SiegtrledLine. The river was' used 
as the prinoipal obstao.le and flooding was accomplished by destruction ot daJIs. 
The defensive positions on the east bank were largely dug in with pill boxes. 
Nebelwerter fire was used in a quantity unprecedented and the artillery fir.... 
mostly long range. Air was minor in quantity and showed aggressiveness 01117 at 
,points. vital. to the enellY, such as the persistent strikes at the bridg••• 

4. 	Annexes: 

.I. Personnel. 


(1) 	 Reinforcements 

Hq Co: 1 EM MOO 345 
 •Co 	 ... : 2 EM MOO 729; 2 EM MOO ~10; 1 EM MOS 521; 

2. Ell MUS 745; 1 EM MOS ·531; 1 EM MOS 736. 
Co B: 2 EM MOO 605; 2 EJ4 MOS 531; 1 JIM lOS 636; 

1 Df MOS 610; 1 • MOO 745. 
Co C I 4 EM MOO 531; 3 m,t MOO 610; 2 EM MOS 745. 
Ren COl 2 EX MOO 733; 2 .EM MOO 345; 1 EM I40S 745;· 

1 EM Mas 729. 	 . 

(2) 	 16 EM Wounded. 

2 Officers Wounded. 


(3) 	 295 PWfs captured. 

(4) 	 "'wards and Battlefield Commissions - See Inclosures. 

~.Supply 	and Evacuation. 
(1) 	 Ordilance. . 

1 Car,Armd Utility, M20 
1 Truck, 1ton, comrnaad and reconn.aissanoe. 
1 M.G., 50 cal HB, flex. 
1 Mount for 5-0 cal M. G • 
. 1 	General Machanics Tool Set. 

(2) 	 Signal.' 

1 E.E.S. Telephone. 

1 Command Post and Fire Direction Set. 


£. Known enemy losses due to our operations: 
1 steeple destroyed; 2 Machi~e GYnB destroyed; 2 ~eep1es damaged; 

1 water tower damaged. 

8-Incls: 	 Incl I - Award Captain Donal I. Medley. 

Incl 2 - Award Captain Robert R. Kline Lt Col, FA 

Inc1 3 - Award Sergeant Donald F. Westfahl Commanding 

Inc1 4 - Award Sergeant John W. Harrison Sr. 

Incl 5 - Award Technical Sergeant Joseph M. Szymanski 

Incl 6 - Award Private First Claas John E.' Hibbs 

Incl 7 - Battle Field CommiSsion First Serl.ant~John A. Youngren 

Incl 8 - One Unit Journal ~L 


~ nrsTRrcrrn 

HAROLD L. DJ.VIS 

http:obstao.le

