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..hU~S1:1CTED 
lWDQU~DS ,j1 

. 638th Tank Dea~r~er Battali~CiJ~1',r. . 
v IRO 230, U. s. AftIq 

1 1"ebruuy' 19'45 

SUBJllX:TI .Attar ~tion Report tor J&I1UaI7 1945. 

·ro t The Adjutant General, War Departaentj Washington 25, D. C. 

THRWGH& Ca.JIaDd1ng General, 84th IDtantry Division, eo 84, U. s. ~. 
1. In accordance with the provisions or par 10, All )45-105, chaage 4 

the Attar Action Report or the 638th Tank Destroyer Battalion tor the aonth 
ot JaDU&17 1945 i8 8ubUtted herewithe 

6 Inc181 .u&R~ L. DAVIS 
Lt. Col., 1.1 

I.ac1 11 - Arter ~tioll Beport (i.ac1udina Ccwm.nding 

IDe1 12 
AppeDd1xe8 I, II, III) 
Unit JourDal.' 

I.ac1 13·- 'Bxtract CoW or par II, GO /II) Hq 84 lilt' DiY . 
dtd. 7 Jail 45 (Award Silver star to 2m Lt SUuce). 

IDOl 14 • ktract COW ot par II, GO 15 Hq 84 !At ..Y 
dtd 7 Jan 45 (Award Silver star to Pvt BoaR). 

I.ac1 15 - Bxtract COW SO 18 PUS.A. dtd 18 Jan 45 (Caui..ioll or 
2Dd Lt Bruabaugh). 

IDOl #6 - TIl 84 lilt' Div dtd. 28 Jan 45 (Ca.a1ssioa or 2Dd Lts 
Aldren aDd .ann)• 
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liKliDC:UJihT~RS rrSTDICTED 
638th Tan\[ Destroyer BattaA~ ~ J.. . 

..APO 230, 
1 Febr

U. E•.,Army 
uary 1945 

qrKR.ACTION EE?ORT l<'OR JANW.]\Y 1945 

1. Origi~1 unit: 638th Taric JlI9stroyer Battalion (!b change). 

I 

2.. Changes in organise.tion: - ~bt applicable. 

:;. Stre t€th: 

a. 1 January 1945 

Officers 33 
Warrbnt Officers - 2 
!!.:n1isted Abn - 56:; 

b. 31 Jal1U8.l"Y 1945 

Officers - 37 
Warrant Officers - 2 
Enlisted Men - 560 

4. Station:;;: 

a. Barvaux, Belgium, 1 January 1945 to 6 January 19~5. 

b. Fisenne, Belgium, 7 Jan1.lk;.r~r 1945 to 20 J&nuary 1945. 

c. Scrt, Belgium, 21 Jam.lEtI""J 1945 to (~l': JE-nuery 1945. 

d. Neuville, Belgium, 25 JanU£.ry to n J(;.n~ry 1945. 

5. Mla.rches: Ibt applicable. 

6. Cwnpaig Ill: 

a. (I) Ee1giun 

(2) 1 - 14 January 1945 

U:) Purpose: To reduce the GerIDE.n offensiv'~ ur. tr&.p the enemy in 
a pincers movement by making cont~ct with the Third trmy[)ushing up from the 
south. 

- 1 - , 
Inclosure {l 

2 a2 DE _ RES'! :'~:CTm 

http:JanU�.ry


2 J - nES;j~ICTrD
(4) Authority Ordering: VII Corps. "J 

b. (1) Belgium 

(2) 22 - 27 January 1945 

-(5) Purpose: To seise the liuited objective of riEhO, B~IUM and 
hold the front· line until. relieved. 

(4) Authority o~ering: VII Corps 

7. Battl.es: (See Narrative report, APpendix I) 

8. COIlDaIXiing Officers in important engager.1ents: 

Attack of LA ROCHE highway, 9 Janu~ 1945. 

2nd Platoon Co B, 658th TD Bn. 

lat Lt MAXWELL E. LEE 


9. Personnel. losses in action: 

Nb.lIle Company Rank Date Wld type of Casualty 
Kennedy, Taylor L. A 1st Lt :3 Jan 45 LIA 
Gribbin, Clement A Pfc .3 Jan 45 KIA 
Bl.1&zard James C Cpl 5 Jan 45 LIA 
Scrogham, Elmer D. C Pfc 8 Jan 45 LV1A 
Soviak, William B Sgt 8 Jan 45 LIP. 
McCroskey, Sam P. A Cp1 9 Jan 45 LWA 
Abraham, Nathan A Pvt 10 Jan 45 LIn 
Weltain, Gerald P. A Sgt 10 Jan 45 LIA 
Ben jamin, f:!illia.L1 G .. B Pfe 12 Jan 45 LIA 
Williams, Joe B. Rcn Pfe 14 J&n 45 LIA 

b. Reinforcements: 

~ ASN Asgd to 
1st Lt OTTO F. HAAS 01823753 Co A 
1st Lt ~~VIN C. ~UiliTIN 01823905 Co A 

Co A - 6 Enlisted. rvien 

Co B - 6 Enlisted r.~en 


Co C - 4 Enlisted Men 


e. Prisoners of' V:ar: 4. 

10. a. Awards 

2nd Lt JO;;;;uH 1<'. Sl.l.•.ENCE; - Silver Star (See ir_closure /13) 
Private V':illis E. Boan - Silver star (See ir:eJ.osure #4) 
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jJftNDIX 'x 

<rwTiOIiS 

1. CoapenY" 

1 -14 Jap !.Sa On 1 Jan tbe2JJd platoon ot Co • receiftd aortar' tire iJa the 
rlcinit,. of VEBBNNE, BELGIUII, 600 ,..... to their front. 2 rda BE elild..tecl 
tbe tiriDa., ' 

0113 Jail Co A, .tt.cbed to ll3 III IIOYed troa the rlcild.t7 or (lip4G-. tQ 
GBANDIlERIL. QQ 4 Jan the 1st platoon selected tiring positiona e.at of JWlHAI 
and <lua in. 1.t Pl.toon leader TAIWR L. KENNEDY aDd bi. d.riyer ca••a:t 
GribbiDS rail OYer a llille .hile on recoml&iasance, Id.U1Dg tba dr!yer aa4 1D.JuriD€ 
the platoon leader. On 4 Jan the 1.t platoon captured 2 Gel'llana. OIl 6 Jaa the 
1.t platoon aOYed to the vicinit7 or ODEIGHEJ the 2nd platoon was io. re.en. at 
GJWDlIIEm aDd the Jrd platoon waa in the vicim.t7Gt 'tlWIUIIJIL. 011 7 J&I11at 
platoon a09'ed to the YiclJd.t, of IRBIHEOX a.Dd the 2114 platoon aowd to QDBIGD. 
OIl 9 Jail the coaPaDl occupied poaitiou cOYerin& road bl~ 011 two priDCipal 
hi,hwq rout.. SI or QmGB. OIl 11 Jan the coaP&D1 d1.plac.t to J'ISDD aid 
oOIlt111UeCl io. aoWe °rMerYe. 

15 • 21 JIB 4Sa CcaP&lV' 4 oontinued reat and rebah1litatioo. peDdiDi future 
operationa. 

Ql 22 Jan the COll~ aom to aaa_bl7 po.1t10Da SI' of COtJRTIL, BlLGIu... 
ca 23 Jaa the 1.t platoon 80yed to tiring positions 1;n the ric1D1t7 of BIBO. , 
'1'wo priao»rlf were captured. Th4i reaa1Dder ot the coap..., proricled,tTdeteDa. 
1n the SODe ot the 334 IRe Oa. 25 Jan the ooap~ .. attacW to T~Forc. 
Church. The 3rd platoon aOYed to tiring poa1t10u ill the do1D1t7 .t 1ALI>AIa. 
the cOlipalQ' was relieved troa attaclaent to ' ..k Pore' Church on 27 Jau. azd aowd 
to the viciD1t7 of OUFNI tOl1 aa;lnteDaDQe, rehabilitation aDd re.t pe.ad.1.Dg tutur. 
operationa. 

2. Cppep B 

1 -14 JID 4" OIl 1 Jail Co B witbrirew to ....bi,. podUoDa 1n the d01D1t7 
of BOl"l'Gf, DLGIlJI. 0Il·2 Jail aOYed to ...eab17 area in tile d.o1ld.tr of DBIS 
1;0 "join tM ".t of the bat.tal1oD ~ .. 1n aob11. ",.!'ft. Oa. 7 JeA 
supported ~. attack at 1ibe l34 IR aid .. 8 Ju wu attached to .... t~ 
operat10u. 1.t p1&tOOl1 _ ill.&lOlDlS aDd. the 2114 aid lrd plat.oou • of 
DlV4IT4V1. . . 

OIl t.he anerDOOJl or 9 JaD the 2Dd platoon aoy. to t1r11l1 poa1tiona 1a tile 

91oiDit7 of CIILLI with the ai.sion of cft'er1na tM LA BOOII bi.-aJ w1t.h tiN 

&ad. deq1ac 1t. \18. t.o t.he dMJ. b plat008 was at halt .w.acth with oal7 

two dutro:rers. It. ••lected a 00llC.&Le4 1'OQt.e 1;0 t1r1111 p.iUou, 8091.. tiara. 

aartar aDd. 8n1PV tire. 
 The podt10u weN belaiDd bIl1l.d1.. OIl the ."'" ..,.. 
of CMtl. let Lt. IAXULL I. LIE, platoon 1 • .4v oalled the ~ dUVoJer 
0,.,.l1li... toe.t.1Ier aDd poi.ted _t tt.... fth1c~. grouped olea. topt.Mr.iA • woocl. 
of ..,,,17 .cattered pi_ treea. Kach 4eatro:rer tired 2 i'd. jfC at eaohftld,ol• 
•tal'UDi troa the extl'tM d. &lid ao'tiltl t;owarU the oeu.Mr Gt' the ~ 

sr 
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The ___y perllGllDel. abanclalled all .,.hiclea aa th8 first round struck. .All 
rounds were tired at a rap. of 2SOO yards. .An artillery ob_rftr conf'~ 
the kDooDd out wbicles to be 5 IIaft IV tanks, one SP gun and one general 
FPO- .,.bicle. Two 'hours later an artillery obaervwr requested Sgt .felTY' T. 
Gross, destl'078r 0CJIIDl&Ua.r, to taD und8r fire an artillery piece sinca his 
firing battery bad not :JWt bee reglatered. The destroyer was put into a firing 
poa1t1cm &J.aqa1de of a atrawatack and at a range of 2400 yards fired 6 rds HI and 
~y deatro18d tbB guo enplacemant. This gun was the one belieftd to 
haw been tiring on the 1st. Platoon. 

That .... da1 the 1st Platoan evacuated two destroyers as a resuJ.t or enemy 
sbelltire GIl the MAROOURAY*CIEr.J.B road. 

01 10 Jan the lst- and 2nd Plat0Gll8 bald positicms in the vicinity of CIEiU 
and later JDCmId to aa.a.bly positions at JlARCOORl'. 01 11 Jan the 3rd Platoon, 
attached to 5M IR mOftd to an assembly position in the vicinity of SMdREE. (h 

12 Jan the 1st PlatOGll moved to an assembly position in the vicinity of OOOHAMi'S 
wbil.e tlw remainder of the campaI1y IIIO'nd to SAMRBE. 

ell 15 Jan the Srd platoon headed for NADRIN but was unable to reach that 
deatinatiGll because the road was blocked by a Sherman Tank which had hit a mine. 
The platoon tired 5 rdaHB 'at a range of SOOO yards nth unknOllIl results. Cb 
1.4 Jan the OCIIIlpaDy mcmtd to assembly' positions at FISBmNE. The COO1pany remained 
in rest and re~1litation from 15 Jan to SJ. Jan moving to SARr on 2l Jan and 
HABIDON'! ~ 25 Jan 45. 

3. Qplpa!az Q 

1-2 Jan 45, Co C moved to the vicinity of flERIS, BEa.GIUM on 1 Jan and 
CGIltin1*i :In mobile reserve. ell 7 Jan tba company moved to the vicinity of 
FISSENNE and cootinuad in mobile reserve. 

At 04S0, 22 Jan· the company mO'V'8d to assembly positions in the vicinity 
of lDlYEtBZ and BOVIGNY, BELGIUM to support the attach of the 555 IR. The 
comp&.nymaintained firing positions fran the vicinity of ROGKRY and BEHO as 
the attack progreaaed. IIoved to HABraON!' for maintenance, rest and 
rehabil1tation OD 25 Jan and remained theN unti1 3l. Jan 45. 

4. Ron Co 

~ - 14 Jan 45: Ron Co mo~ to the vicinity of WERIS, BELGIUM ClIl 1 Jan. Q:l 
4 Jan thE. 1st platoon was attached to Co A in the vicinity or GRANDMmIL and per
formed 1"OIlte and poaitiGll area Ncormaissance. The 2nd platooc performed route, 
positioo area. and Of' reconnaissance south of SOY. (h '5 Jan Srd platoan relieved 
the 2lid platoao and continued on the same missioo. 

01 7 Jan the 2nd platom and one secticm of Pianeer platoon was attached. 
to Co B. The remainder of the canpany moved to the vicinity of FISINNE. From 
8 to 10 Jan all platoons performed route and position area Nconnaissance in 
the division acme. On· 9 Jan the second platO<lll reconnoitered routes from 
MARCOURAY to CIE:U.E along the infantry axis of advance. Cbe)l..8 vehicle was hit 
by shrapnel and its radio damaged. On 15 Jan the' 2nd platOGll (attached to Co B) 
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reconnoitered south ot IAIREE tor possible firing positions when the roads were 
cleared also acted as a.~adio rel.,. stat.ion for Co B. On 14 Jan the entire company 
was reass.bled in FISENNE in .obile reserve and remained there until 21 Jan 45. 

Ora 22 Jan the lat platoon wa. attached to Co A in the vicinity ot COURTIL, 
BELGltII, the 3rd platoon attached to Co C in the vicinity of HOfi;T,U, BELGIUIl 
aDd the balaDCe oltha co.patlJ wa. in reserve in the vicinity ot JOUBIEVAL. The 
1st aDd 3rd platoons conducted area and route reconnaissance in the zones of the 
333rd aDd 334th Intantr," Regiaents espectively. On 25 Jan the company less 1st 
platoon .om to the vicinity ot HABIEIIONT, BELGIUM. The 1st platoon rellained 
attachecl to Co J. which in turn was attached to Task Force Chruch in the vicinity 
of BBHO, BBLGIlJII. The platoon reverted to COlipany control and rejoined the 
c~p.., on 27 Jan 45. 
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SUPPLy JID EV 
( 
.lct1A.TIOI 

ORDIMCE 

4 .. Truck, t-ton, 4x4 S replaced 
9pl' . Binocular, 117 replaced 
4: pr Binocular, liS replaced 
2 ea Iiount, Tripod, 1112, cal. SO, JI2 replaced 
1 sa Mount, 'l'ripod, m, cal. SO, 112 replaced 
5 8& Carriace, JIOtor, 78a gull, IllS replaced 
1 ea Trailer, umnudt1on, IIlO '"placed 
2 _ GUll, _cb; cal.ro, !rowing 11919'4 replaced 
1 sa LaUDcher, creDade, 11-7 replaced 
2 _ Launcber, rocket, .AT 2.S61n,II9Jl rep~ced 
8 ea oarblne, cal.SO, 11 replaced 

SIGRAL 

1_ Radio set, SaR - 610 replaced
lea Recelvel' Ie tranam1tter 

SCR-659 (tor' St1I.-6l0) not repl-aced
4_ Telephone, g .s replaced . 
6_ Tool Equ1~ent, TE-aS replaced 
6mi Wire, ....;UK) on spool ~ replaced 
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~PENDII In 

Known EIl!JllY Losses Due to our gperatioll8 

!2. l'l.2! 
s Ilk IV Tanka 
1 G P vehicle 
1 S P gun 
1 Jrty gun 

..a. Ilk V Tuk 

..a. Pillbox 

.. Hot recorded in previous report 

• 
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