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JUARTIUS COMPANY D NINETY EXIGITH GIEMIGAL EBATTALION, MOTORISED
CFFICL CF THE OOMPANY OUMMANDEH

' ‘ July 7, 19k
SUMMARY OF W@W
INTRODUGTION: - .

The following is =n out line c¢f the capabdlities and limitatig
4e2 mortaxr in this crercztion., All the pointe brought out
in all operations, but are being bronght ocut as were ohbsa

wdt, R

In nany ways the terrain on Blak Islend was 1den} N
moxrtars, Positions werc quite easy to rdash. Never g
from the beach, The coral ridgus und caves offered
difficult or imnossitle to re.ch by ariillery fire,
lad a very solid corzl ba. e keeping desrersi n to

S ALSPORTATION:
The initial landi.i; .nd six subsogient landivigs ymre
~aranently b7 otlachec to the Comanve The fear vehicles nmod i-
deal for the -ovement of one nlutoon. In this operstion these vehio-
lea nroved sufficiont as one platocn held ¢ stablized.positiom for al-
nost the entirc overation. It is felt that these vehicles would not
have proved guificient had beth platoons been moved frequently for the
{elitwing reascind:
1. Platoons ure fregquently ucparated by some distance. Peor roads
cause scuttling of vehicles ¢ be : slow nposess, ‘
2, ioves .0 new nousitions in.most cases take place in the iate a-
fternoon g8 infanicy <igsvositicns do not. stablize until late in the day
nis would eause considerails eonflict as both nlatocns would be likely
tc have to be moved at the :ame time,
3. Four two ~ one-half ton & x ( trucks wmrs used during the lat~-
sr stepes of vhoe odweection.  colloving admantsges observeds
"a. +il' m ve the »l toon comricte with up to 240 rounds of
avmmltion i 11 nersonal,.
b, Car e disverved inside ne ~latoon ~evimetef where a larrer

mwaber of vehileier would esuse congestl n,

¢, sli v .or (adek resupply cof miandtions n su.ﬁic:wnt quan—
tye A ?-} tong Loack #1410 caery 1ol romxd..; with ut ovir lezd,

Lo U kDU URED S
A, The manrer ir which the mertars wore used in thils operaticn can
be ci-ssed under th IoRlowkng he-.dings:
1, Clese sumert firess These wore primarily defensive night fires
vulked in close to infantrv perimeters,
8. Usually pullced in to 150 - 200 yds,
be Ome instance when defilade and oover was avallable for ouxr troops
fi.r.,vaspulledinto 4O yds, with very good results. Minety rounds were
fired without a single short.
. 2. Yreparation fires on tinme schedule prior to infantry attack.
a. Method of carrying (ut preparution wus to fire a predetermined
mnberofroundsin‘boanarea.onaprearraneedbmachedul As the
10218 LIty their fire, the infantry )1 Mi Mortars take up the fire ﬁ the /
closlng in on the objective as ticy draw nesrer the MU /
fira L3 Lifnal s 60 M Mortars take up the fire., The 60y Hortars

11f5 as the m.La.ntryn nears objiectiv.,
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in the , once with 2nd mn, 186th
« In both cases infantry gained thedr
oompared to what was met prior to the prepar-
s both cases the infantry objectives were caral ridges .Ln\mich the

was ain.
Wﬁ\bﬂh roads wu oarried out with good
e R S LT ot oo
- owr

A few rounds at irreg-
up the fire, BSame type of

five ve agxinst mountain guns also. “

O Effective fire vared on these

the rounds were ob land in cavee
ﬁ”% At
3. areas tims pen-

u‘mdthebostmethodo!‘addmmwthmtargcta.
GOMMARD LIAYSCNS

' A mtmmmmnusonwswtedmtmmndasmd

- gdJasent oomanders was neeessary, particulary when fire closc to our troops
s ™is situstion was ast stat:mﬂngaliaiaonofﬁoer, in our own
came ) Cvmm the suwpported unit C.P, ( wswally a2 Bn C,P,)
Mere wo had alege oomBact with the supparted undt and also wire or radio commun~
desbiens to u nits on elther flank, On sevéral ocoasions adjustment was meds by
mmmnankummm@muaaonorm. this method inareases
hﬁmbyaplm It also is a definstemsi advantage where observation

lixisen with Artillery:
) Effesbive coordingtion ¢f fires betwcen ourselves and the field artiller

cctiw only in a stabliged defesive situation whose areas of fire ean

s ;bdnl amu
.(1 mumdlargecwumthoulmd,w.mwvmmhco

(2) Socne llalison work in a moving situation ¢ b chtainec by contacting
lixdeon officers of the artillery wlho are acumpanyuw tie infartry usits.

Ce Attachment directly tc infantry wnilie ror gw 1y amd duty has nroved
tp be the best method of supportin: them. ‘

21; AMainistretion is Bimpld.fied. '
Makes inlantry more aware of che fuct that the umdt is with them.

D It is recammended that cne officer ner platoon Le nmide available fa~ :
liaison wark, This afficer to be 1n addition tc the i"p0. and platoon (e0. :
he coupeny commm der and executive officer can be 'sec for ihis wo ok if
situation warrants it, . R
OBBE VATION: o )

Ae ALLUEBP :C('s 8l 13 be trained in forward obser ation and capabili=
tise o the weanon,

De Cbservers whould be rotatcd periodically, particularl: in ro aah terra.‘Ln

Co Ubacrvara ghoulc have same practice at sensing by scund,

. —-:ld be an NCU itrained in observation in each F.C. party Lo take
odes.
yrverse chouic be trainec to be abls to null rire in close to the -
nfidence., .



CATIONB
) Wre was found to be the primary means of oamrmrnications.
M ugor‘b life, therefore thc permaent lines

4 1) W=130 proved to be of T
H ¢ podtzon.s to ths supported umit C.P, should be carefully laid
W10,

(2)W<130 may be usod from the supported urit C.P, to the observitien

The above method was standard operating procedure in this unit,
3.(3%‘! g wise to have coammiocstions through gha supported unit switch
bosds to b

[ ] - N
C. Radio was used very littlc in the operatith, 'a
1) SCR (0916 were not in waricng order or would i:ave been useds
2; it was equipped with 8Ci 511's which would not work at a range
of nore than 200 or 300 yards.
Y« It is recsommended that the campany Le provided with SCR 300 radios.
The }i.2 nortar is primarily an infantry olose supnort wespon snd these radios
uws to bave radio connections with owr supported undte.

i{) Ideal nimbor of Lheoe 1w!los weidd e 3 omer nloteen an' O or
conrany hq.

(2) Some of thece sits were borrom . 1XR Lhe
eogasions and »rovea very szbisfactors.

E. The SCI. @b 20Y - i un iy us o oo
carmalen,

QUN POSITIONS:

Ae Mght al-ias .5 dns oo cbuedaboly nee g v

Be ror secuditv. roozoi 1% 15 weoaondeg that euciph sound »over onones
ba revided to allicr ono Lorocacy norhberd wndoon ror the -lmtoon currnzader,

C. Dug in rugicions nreved wne tis eetery dne t daot b 7T, G As
nocessary under the boce ~lstes for o.oabilit;, @ev Lronts gromd noertess
offar -rotection iU ey Lim o cve lekie b UL Bhem,

Jd. Carrv at leagt W sone Lomsow th el ol onoee on drsooded Lonaine,
Thig itan ig very diTlcwrt 0 seenrs s fbor Landins so it 18 well Lo wive a
good su- 1y on hand,

» Corgl mal os oa varss 3 oblic bass for w nevtar nesition.

T the o xundtlon S0 ayaligble in v nec tooe ackase rrre
quantities can bc romaied ip acvanece £ o ndoat fives. e onrover codeer
c¢ha;c cm be premar-d and ticer L sheore soction o Uit naoer conbed . ig

try on sev-orel

Weoraa 10 Lho entire

8lin-od rvay the snd L~ ~roieccd Lie Howder, :
Ge  Usulld ren s cdieal in Lhio o s mowess s W To D vards.

AT T
A. 7he nev watorroct mener cylinder wwcku-c o1 av.omition ' ideal,
B, The dela _uaru 109 provew unsatislactory. n cne ing.once e
rounx!c yere fired, 10 wore ducs. In anotier 3 row s fired all | woere duds,
Part ol this —ay - ‘dne to 7irdng rn corgl roek, wiich does not ol iow pen—
etration and wrobeb_v breaks wm the -wcoijectile cm ironct,
C. Trover ratic o tyres i aiwuticn ar indered by L o camaign
if 207 g7 and 8O7 1L
D Use of snoke:
YLy vrimax usc 1o or akojuoonent,
(2, Usc i arnke on Lioe or wi’cct on engrny chould Lo cioaad o rough
Co’et8 0& suUnOr.uL ik agjecent wnils tecause od Ldndrance toe oboLoveEbici.
o Lo @oos Clee.. difloocics wi noted in erfest o 43 wy 5, wmundtion,
Fo Umlt of 1icve suoul. be inercesed be TO0 romads e cu.
“e o Imampliditle ne opercticns ab least X romils nor ommn shioulc e carried
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the company was equired with Dulr's and 2% ton trucks we were able to
{ osrei.of our cwn rosuprdy of amrunition. This mroved to be very satis-
L ry arxd avoided e lot ~f confusion.
A ble dif dculty wes in ha ing the section ehiefs kecp an ascurate coutl
on smymmition expended. Recomend use of gun books for each mortav.

l'HE k' Tml I“.

Ao Delq'“ caused by bLasenlote shidfting is chiefl defect of morter,.

be nhenting screws will bend in tiring a { tdgh elevation on soft ?o\v-
nde our iight maintencnce rdiance Camany has equioemsnt to do a satisfact~
ory Job of streizhicning thet,

Co h onuy brewnss vsreriencad vias on occasional recei. spring,

De s ortars should be ¢ idurcte: s gomo of the fire short or long of
adjustec range, censict 17,

3« & bras: bouc “aw_x:‘-\ shouid bg orovided Lo claern ocut the sorners of the

OVES,
. on ddght inch i e wr¢nch sno:ld be provided for eadh mun segtion
to be irad in re ving til s rviker coos,

MISCLLIAL O cBes v 10T )
Q. ,\.mays car v il ¢ rencdes, Ml for rest ion of material.
Be iri.ng tatles chou o .0 . de water nrooff mataerial,
Ce .0 found 1t ¢« 1o8d feln to koen comnlebe no*e: uf fire missions

cn the nl: tooi recirue .eubs,

De It wac usual y o r:illie in this eampuirn vo find sa ng.mwy
positions inside infartr seriucters. Usul.lv With reserve ba baciene,

Ee In most caser T.¢ o Lore ob.>ervera cou:G hive Lecn used by each
nizteocn, Thle 1% on ,».“ic‘ tion Lhat ore L.?2 mortars would Jgwe been used
e & pmed | dvarttace,

Fe ihe second »~latcon ol wds co muy was in alnost continuous use
during the eampeim, .0y Lransiorred ({rom oue reinent when 1t went into
rr.arve to cnother. as a result nume ous noves were nacde and versonall
had 1iitle rest. “ele narties csrecially were almost contiually on the move,
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