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KIR20RX
ttached to CICLONE TABK
méq’:mkthlm-ua S e P14
NIO.I.MIO.B,“M%&’},I% '
_ with X2 4.2 Chemieal Mortars. ZThe
Swo Platéens of 6 mortars each,
and an tion Platooa, The authorised
agth & is 6 officers and 187 enlisted men, ERash
z& ' has officers, One is the executive who econdusts
, ‘five, the other the liaisca afficer who observes fire for the
- xﬂﬁt to which 1t 1s cm. The present for duty stremgth for
LESShds operat s 4 officers and 140 enlisted men, Lt, Woebbeking

. and acting Platoon Leeder of the lst Platoon,
it, 8 s Rxesutive ooy Lt.lo =n.1mornm
:'ci?ttx':-ao.u::; 'x.t.'a‘ e ting List 551’“" 2
' as son cer
t;,tg;;h’& 1944 the Mw:o t utho ‘

une Company as area ~

visini 021'0!‘. Wnummm}gl Infan E;
Regiment in an amphibiocus atlack on and siese TIPT -
mmmummm furnished a perimeter

1 : .
supporting their respective dattalions o in om the assault
e ZThe three r mucmo!'nahplao loaded on two
3mm,uum of the Company on ICl's were to
. lamd as sooR as conditions permitted. The kitchen, mobile loedd§,
to arrive D2,
‘On 27th three Nortsr Sections of the lst Platoon, loaded
toon ! laced u"} LB; 499 thrgylgrtu t1 1%&0
were p en prepara o practice
o( the assemlt waves. The liaiscn ?:n of each phtoon were
-attached to the Battalion Co-‘nlcl parties,
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On June 28t!. at H=hour the practice landing was made at :}
beach Eas® of the TERENTOE RIVER. The three Mortar Sections the
2nd Platcon returned to LST 467, remaining there until the of
departure, The three Mortar Cections of the lst Platocn, una
tn board LST 459, remained in the Company area until tho day of
doparture,

On June 29th all Mortar Sections were loadad on LST's, On
June 3Cth the balance of the Company bhnarded LCI's 106 and 364,
The Task Force left TOPHEAVY at 1900 nours.

On July 2, 1944 the Taek Force arrived at TABLRTENNIS at 0600
hours. After a two hour preparatioft of YELLOW BEACH by Cruisers,
Dastroyers, and iLircraft the assault waves moved toward YELLOW
LEACh. The iliaison parties landéd with the 3rd weve, The Nortar
Sections landed vith the 5th, éth, and 7th waves. Little Aifficulty
was encountered by DUKW's carrying the Mortar Sections in negoti-
ating the coral reef, Upon reaching the beach the Mortars {h:s
one unit of fire (60 rounds per Mortar) were wnloaded from
DUKV's, Firest platoon placed mortars in gun pits, previocusly
grepared by the Japs, between the airstrip the bLeash,

latoon, taking advantage of bomb craters, dug positions 500
Bast of the lst Piatoon. Due to interference on the radilo the
continuous cnutiing ol wire by Buffaloes, ccrrmmication was not
established feor several hours.

The 22 ton truck carrying the three remaining Mortar Sections
of the lst Platoun fell intoc a hole in the coral reef, causing the
loss »f some armunition and delaying the emplacing of the balance
of the mortars, Thc balance of the Com.any landing from ICI's at
approximately 0500 aours cawe under Jap artillery fire. Zach man
carried one box of 4.2 amnunition over the coral reef to the
mortar positions.

First Platoon expended 86 rounds on enery positions at call
of the 1st Battalion, 158th Infantry. Second Platoon expended 12
rounds at call of 2n3 Battalion, Results unknown.

" July 3rd, 1lst Platoon expended 50 rounds, The Znd Platoon 18
rounds. FResulls unkrown, One Battalicn «f 503rd Parachute Regiment
dropped oh xAMIRI DRCUL, :

July 4th, lst Platoon expended 70 rounds. The >nd Flatoon
nil asetivity. Kitchen truck arrived and was sent tc the 2nd .
Platcon area. Another Battalion of the %03rd Psrachute BagincnﬂF
dropped on KANIRI DROME, N

July Sth, 1lst Platoon cxpended 95 rcunds, Th' 2nd Platoon
nil activity, ‘

On July 6th, Lt, Woeb .with Lt{, ¥agner .an¢ the 2nd
Platoon plus attached men from Headquarters and Amzunition Plate
oons joined the 2nd Battalion, 158th Infantry Regirent in a shore
to store operation from KAMIKD DEOME to HAJAR Dicllie Hehour Was
0900 hours. After a 45 minute naval bombardmert the assault
waves moved in on LCM's, The Mortar fectlcis lendied with the 4th
wave, The liaison party with the lst wave, No opposition wsas
ercomntered on landing, The mortars plus tac units of fire were
unloaded on the beach. Due to the dense jungle and the rugged
coral, t'e mortars and amsunition were relcaded in the LCM and -~
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again lanc2d on the jctty South of NAMBER DROME, Mortars were
then man hanoled to NAMDI'M DROME and p%ac.d sitions at the
South end of the airstrig. From July 6th to JuE; 10th, 193

© roundés were experded on ngopositions and in the, nizht harnaaing
fire. No activity lst Pla at KAMIRI DROME,

On July 8th£ 1lst Flatuon relieved cf attachncnt‘@o the 1 Gth

Infantry Regiment and attached b the 503rd Parachute inent,
On July 9th, Lt, Woebbeking with é memn returned frgm N DROII.
Ko activity by the 1st Platoon fyémx July 9th unt q3th,
when the 1st;Platoom moved from oniginal position to

the high gronnd South of KAMIELl DIOME, Ko activity by ef
rlatoon during this period.

On July 14th, 1st Platoon was rellsved of attochment
5034 Parachute Rog&ment and attached to the 1580th Infan
Regirent, tie Znd Platuvon was rellieved of nttachment to
infantry Regiment and attached to the 5034 Parachute a

From July 15th to July 20th the\1lst P with Hondq
and immunitisn Platoon furnished details for unloading ships. -
Second Plsto~n mil activity during the period, During this entirc
oper: Lion red alerts wera sounded nightly. Bomrbs were dropped
twice, Counter battery fire was received at the nortar positioas
on the initisl lunding only. Lialson parties were frequently
subjected to saiper and mertar fire,

July 20th, 2nd rliatoon riturned from NAVBEx DROME at 1300
hours and loaded on LST 469, Received orders to load lst Platoon
and readquarters Platoon on LST 469,

AESS0NG LEAINED

Durirg this and previous operations the lack of transpourtation
has teen a hanulcap in bringing up ammunition, This necessitated
man haadliing of ammunition thereby raducing the fire capabilities
of this weapcn, Also lack of arganie transportation delayed the
forwsrd ai:zplecing of the unit, In the initial assualt, on an
amphibious la.uuulg wher: transportation 1s limited, the mnbor of
morters tseizn in shiculd be limited tc o Lare nscoasity and grmunie
tion substituted for the difference in weight. Due to ti.e high
rate of fire of the mortar a few mortars with the increassd ammount
of armunition is the more desirable.

During this and previous operaticns very l¥ttle VI (’hite
Phosrhorus) rrunition was called for. This ammunit can be
used very efiectively against enemy installatlions wheire the toxic
effect of the smoke and the burning cf the White PhQUphorus is
desireable, Recomrend this ammuniticn especially for! nigat harass-
ing fire if the direction of the wind is favorable. "

Fire was requested by seversal Infantry (omranlsd at the same
tinre, iaving but one lialson party per rleicon, inféantry units
skhould instruct thelr personneg to observe Arti;leryifira by the
simple forward observer method. '

On this operation, with so few units cperati 610 radios,
r»dic corrunication vould have becn greatly 1mkr(3§dif the :3
1nte“va1 tetween frequencys were increased,
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In this and grevious opezations fhe mortar has been used
extensively for nicht harsssing fire, The present sight and
aiming posts are not equippeid with a night 1lighting device,
m: unit kas develo a night lighting rethod wh.ich is not

ether satisfactory., B8uggest the Chemical Warfare Zervice
“ op such a #"10..

/

VERLON F, . OE. DEELNC
1st°Lt., iufantry
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After theec weeks of irtensive truining uith the 4el® Choidcol ortur
in the visinity of Borio, lis L., this unit was ardered to reort wo fullous:
caany "An to the 24th Infantry vivisicn ot Goodenough loland, Caypduyg "¢
to the Persocution Forco =t I'inschulc: and the buiance uf the Lutlalicn to
the 41lst Infantry ;dvision at Finschafene &ach Gurpany wais cuipused of 2
p-atoons, or;unised to act as scparate toctical unitse The cverupe strensth
per oospany was & officers and 100 eniisted mone )

Comvany "4, with O ulficers and 122 en‘dsted nen embirixd fru. LIC [
or the GAT Kota Inmtan L. . oril 1944 and dicembarked at Goodenough lsland the
fullowing day. .t goodenoul. Iskind the ist ilatoon was loided abourd the
1.0 3 UsS Carter llall and sailed on the 17the The bLudunce of tho corpuny
les: a rear echelon detaciuort, sallcd an LST 204 two days irter for the

cllandia (peration as a part of the loiseless Landing Farco.

n 2 April, ths lat . lutoon iarded in 108 on Red boich -2, Tui.lvored
mys. o the asserbly area was urounicel, observers went forward uith the st
Infwitry. o hostile oppositiun wius wwountored, Cuiwuv uoity, nw fire tlscions
wore received, On the rd the nlotoon nmao Liacied Lo vooiay 17y 1yth
Lilwdtrye The bulance af the coureuy wao stlli wn tle wtar and landed on
Jhdte seach 23, 'asboldt iy on 25 aad b oadlileh Liie all enery reslabance
i the Lymdiste wseu lia. boon noutr.lized. n Liio wle the 1lst latoon
wy relleved of cssignact il wguin attached to the 2ist Ldantsye Tho
following day, ocie officur wid 2C en started fur iodlnddia Jroee with one
mprtar section, arriving .t iriboe at L.0C hours. The foliowins Joy was
spent in hauling the oorter ond wzmndtion earts by hond to Juidernu. Tro=-
mandous difficultlies werc oncountared during the.c duys wnd Lhie men sere lur-
osd to the reutest efiurts Li order tu bring In are (wrtur &l o low
roands of amandtlone The Lalantry undts west wicling SAttlc reolitonce
and Joved along rosldlye o {ire wao called Jar during bhc uporitlone i
the 2th an officer an. & . on arrived and jJoined 8 .15 3o L the Qot
Infantsy CPe (1 til ubo upe olflicer and tle bol . xwc of Ua [latoon e
barked at Red Jeach 1 anl luxicl on Bldboe 3ecch 3, o boidt oy to ok
thoe 2nd platoon .o Co.; iy iead nurters Liwree AL 13 Ty 1744, e coirm
pany was finally ascerbiled in o bivouuc area 1sur e ZLLL Inlontr; vl loo
CPe Cocpany Headquarters end 2ad slatoon were truns ortel Ly bout and
truck fron shite Deach (3o .« dotichment fro., Soatta.ida lwad arters uvliw
the unit and was attached for raticis. fTherc worc no persuisel losses fro..
ey actione unc .onlal cude s evucuuted.

The Battu.don, los. capuy 4%, erbarisd fru. Wo oy on the oo avid
le ig.es L, .pril 1744 wnd dloal riod st Finschafen on the 15the The Co. =
panies reported to the units to which they were a.toched.

Corpany "B* assiyned Lo o rersecution farce and cttachel ¢ the lylst
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Iaooroupy salled i bic (oo Lbeedis 1) i and landed witic the 16ord 1ne
sanblsy on the L betocen i wrd Karakiv W eot .bllsh ux .itape peach-
hecile [wsiticne® wer. ost Ulished iboat 2 . lles west of tho landing point
whier andper fire,
The Canpoy was moved 1o alles wose Uy Lovi on the JUnd and coupleted
o~ _;.Z.Jtr:tion ~1h 6 rounts on cnery positionse 1he following day 1§ rownis
W o ax,,uzu,\i in the ..itupe jecetiun, after wihieh further consolidctioa
o »ait.iuns ms cttapted. Bafure this could bo acoaplished, the mmw
e - ain ardared to ~wve, taling positions 6! '.ﬂes 3outheast at
Sote 1% thim positicn L o amds ware expedadoed,.tie mjarity of whlc."
Cowgustel by aexrial obocrvation. . total of 173 rounds wore fired dwring
JAlape Lparclicne o Casitics ware suffared iros enecy actic, which
;Dvvus tu be sadghte i U iy lrbk Lo unit recisved covemsnt orders, and
¢'L ried on LT 456 for allandia Baye
AL Jduschaed iy Co. dddes "G and "OY ware assigwed to the Letterpreea
iLnmding oree. stbacivent was tade to ths land and 196th Infantry 2egiosnis
regroectively af the Llst Ldanlr, Livisione Headjuartemrw wii dead uarters
Netncll ol were attachied to olst Ddvision Aartillery exdjumrters.
Corpary "o loaded «n 1T 466 and left Finschafen 18 Aarid. The Cooe
T h:»i&.lon Tite Peack 1, 'lollandis at H nlus 90, 22 ipril 19&4e AS
t)xe unit we not able to m.—z.ch its predesirnated posit.inm due to diffieult
terrin, the nlatoons wert Into pomition on Panccke ill. e forward ob-
scrvcr reached Hallanid- at 170C houwrs with infantr; elscents anl reported
TLoc; oglticn. The naxt day the town was coptured and tho Ind Flatoom
Lax msm-t«' t'are vii 13!''s. Up to this tie Lhe oy fire ms for regis-
tratione Zoery bo:daing af tihite Peagh A at 1050 hours resulted in: loes
ol 12 sortar curts by fire. On 24 rpril 1%, the 2nd Platoon fired on
coeny ositions deAroying one machine gun nest. Tho following day lst
. latoon was trensyorted 7 ruter to the North side of Ghallanger Cove
cad c:.mlcte: rogistrotion hafore dark. No further saction oocurred and by
tao 5 of 1|y, both ol...tm:-,u: had bescn relioved of za:ijuwent to the 4lst
sdivision and precsc e’ to tho 4bbh Dvisions o totel of 6€ rounds wal fired
dwring this opcr.;tm.n. .0 reresonngl losses from cneay action. One prisoner
was bolen and Wiree Jupiimss killed Ly securidiy putruls Dear Corpaly arense
Coupany »D" loaded tm'aouml and equipment on 157 457 and 13D Qunstan
all ot ! Jmc.‘m..en und left iIn convey 17 april 1944. ‘anding an 2=Day ab
Abs Doach ‘u.zbol‘ By e The lat latoui wont nlo nesitlion and cormanced
“aing b M x-- e ale  papouii] amoks wlsalon wae Jirel on 24n Jelly o covar
tie Lmdi.zg o’ tin 12Ath Izrr;.u'; mgioent.e Larly that aftornoom the 2mi
rlatoon landci an. went into poeit.iom The {ollowing; day registralion wis
aifected Tor lefensive barragse in the vicinity of Sullerbruod B1l. Tho
Joroay wds relleved ol altach-amt to the 186th on the day fallowing and
atruched to uhe SLth Infuatry Aeciment of the 24th Division. Cn the 26ty
tio ot Flatoon uac trrvwparted to an area ((Ele£5~71e45) Xocjubce Rlver
shmet 1;20000) und ment, into weiticn. The 22nd ilatoon Lired in support
@l the 3od mblallon, 34th Infantry in mopping wp cperaticns in the :loebsd
dver Jelleye (n tnis date the Jrd Battalion, 34th Infantry re.uested fire
inown o waroa ocecupded by o friendly satiol csusing tizwes cusualties. Goeg.any
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tered o opposition from the coeey.

The remadnder of the (peretion period, closing 6
in wawstruction of a pabtalion Canp aite. During this time, Cospany A" and
vo8 Owpany formudd echalon were the cnly wnits of the Badtalion avallable
Jar vhis Laake company A" esburked from ;
coeration.  Coryany "G was ssaigoned o : .
corpany o0 etbarieed 25 ey 194k for the Biak Opevetion. None of thess Wille
were raturnad to fattalion ouityol defore & S 19hke .

SURVRY (F RRSGES Lo GRDs
Tals anit learne” the valus of MVWW“%
t cperatlons. “wehicles of this are provided in frutare »
T e calned vuill yield srester .ﬁﬁu. Daring the m ”
cetioi., wAlligstors" v ssaigned Cospany "B" for tramsportation of u‘é
wil sraanttiane. This coanc of tyansportetion afforded the wnit a tigh Segres
W wbility, enxbling the :ortars to deliver ssmwrate fire on the mussyons
2w.J positions a3 eallei far. The desirsble festure of this meds of trevel
wio the snublemant of nort-y crews to move rpidly from cno pesibign 19 an-
Ahor by water, thus sviuline conjested beagh aress. , _
Close command Mus::: with suppoeted unit comasrviers 19 esapitial, part-
i aaly whan firdny 1n close proximity to owr troops. Ihis stbeatisn we
st by the corpany corrander or exoentive afficer at the supperted wnite P,
(n =overel ocoasions, 1if tient of f{ire was msde by obeervere fyys flssk
retLs thru the Llason officers This proved advantageous wnam cbievetion
e ltmiteds  In iast .oving situations, coordination was W
coctazr and artlilary slasion officers who ascoxenisd LUfentry Sy Ba- .
contant rec.lts ware obt.luc! by obsarvation planes in spotting tarmlie.
sutisiuctory resulty were obbuined uith the 3CR 610 radio for inlfial
bouah oparutions. Tuls omans of commnisstion proved supsrior o wire trene~
aseion due Lo heavy vehicular traffisc which comtinually cut wire. Diffi=
culty wun gncounierod with - tho 3Gk 511'a and 28, %,
AL NGUS s ould be truled Uy forwmard obomvation and the copebiiities
w L wea e vhaarvers ahvuld be rotated paricdically end shoald have

aprcctice Lii sw.oly by o ande
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