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BEADQUA..£RS 644TH TANK DESTROYER b-#TALION
Record of Operations - April 1945 |

At the be of the period the 644th Tank Destroyer
Battaliem conti d to be attached to the 8th Infantry Division,
The Battalien (less Companies A, B, and C) was further attached
to the 8th Divisiom Artillery; Company A (less 3d Platoon) was
attached to the 28th Infantry Regiment; 34 Platoon, Company A,
was attached to the 8th Reconnaissance Troop; Company B was .
attached to the 13th Infantry Regiment; Company C was attached
to the 121st Infantry Regiment, Dispositions were as follows:

ro"ud cP DG 00O OGOSOOGOEOIPSIOSOEPOEEODS MIIIENDOB.F
uar cP [ 2N-3K BN BN B BN BN BN B BN B BN BN N BN NN N J 'UR(ENDORF
compm ‘CP oS00 O0O0OGOOGOOEOGEESESOOS GEBHARDSHAIN
l1st Platoon, Company A ... WISSEN ,
2d Platoon, Company A .... GEBHARDSHAIN
34 Platoon, Company A .... RUPPERHAUSEN
Company B CP eececescesecss NEUNKIRCHEN
lst Platoon, Company B ... SIEGEN

24 Platoon, Company B ,... EISERFELD

34 Platoon, Company B .... MARIENHUITE
-Company C CP ceeececoeeses HAINCHEN

lst Platoon, Company C ... KAAN .
24 Platoon, Company C .... BEIENBACH

34 Platoon, compw C coee GROSSENBACH
Reconnaissance Co CP ..... ALLENDORF
1st Plat, Ron Company .... GEBHARDSHAIN
24 Plat, Rcn Company e.... ALLENDORF

3d Plat, Ren Company ¢.... HAINCHEN
Ploneer Plat, BRen Co ocoee HAINCHEN

ALLENDORF

: On the 24 and 3d of April Company A (less 3d Platoon)
supported the 28th Infantry Regiment in assault missions,
No armor was encountered and action consisted of mopp
up of pockets of resistance immediately north of the SIEG
River, The 3d Platoon of Company A, attached to TFC of 8th
Infantry Division, supported this unit in attack.

B s e SN
AN - 7 e

Company B supported the 13th Infantry with all three (3)
Platoons in the attack upon SIEGEN and north of SIEGEN. A

Company C supported the 121st Infantry with all three (3) '
platoons in an attack north and east of -IEGEN, One (1) tamk
destroyer of the 3d Platoon was hit and destroyed on 2 May 45

during a fire fight with enemy tanks,

The 3d Platoon of Reconnaissance Company, patrollin; the zone
of Ih: 121st Infantry Regiment, secured three (3) towns during the
period.

/3



On 4 Apri. Company A (less 3d Platoon, continued to
support the 28th Infantry Regiment in that regiment's zone
of advance., The 34 Platoon, Company A, attached to tune 8th
Reconnaissange Troop, continued its anti-armor defense ol
that sector,

Company B continued to support the 1l3th Regirent winich
was counter-attacked frequently and guite heavily in the
SIEGEN area, Company B was instrumental in repelling the
counter-attacks, firing 3" HE, Cal .50 MGs and rifles, No
armor was encountered in these attacks,

Company C continued to support the 12lst Regiment in its
zone of advance., One (1) Mark VI tank was fired upon by the
24 Platoon., Hits were scored at 400 yards range witn both
APCBDF and HVAP, Tank was not destroyed, probably due to the
angle of fire, but withdrew due to this action.

The 1lst Sectlion, 24 Platoon, Reconnaissance Company,
operated patrols in the 1l35th Infantry sector, The 3d
Platoon, Reconnaissance Company, patrolled in the 1l2lst
Infantry sector,

On 5 April Company A, attached to the 28th Infantry
Regiment, moved with the 28th Infantry to the zone on the
right flank of the 8th Division sector. The 3d Platoon
was released from attachment to the 8th Reconnalssance
Troop and re-joined Company A.

Company B, attached to the 13%th Infantry Regiment,
prepared for attack in the zone of the l3th Infantry,

Company C, attached to the 12lst Infantry Regiment,
prepared for attack in the zZone of the 1l2l1st Infantry,

The 1st, 24 and 3d Platoons of Reconnaissance Company
were attached to Companies A, B, and C, respectively.

On 6 April Company A supported the attack of the 28th
Infantry in their new zone of advance. NoO armor was en-
countered,

) Combany B supported the 13th Infantry in their attack.
All platoons fired numerous support missions against enemy
buildings, personnel and strongpoints. NO armor was encoun-
tered, One snemy counter-attack was repelled.

Company C supported the 121st Regiment in i%s attack and
fired missions against enemy buildings, strongpoints and per-
sonnel, .

All three Reconnaissance Company platoons, attached to the
firing companies, ongagod in recomnoitering an& mopping up the
flanks in each of the three (3) regimental zZones of advance. /*L
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On 7 April Company A supported the 28th Infantry Regiment in
its zone of advance. Resistance was somewhat lighter than that
Previously experienced. One (1) half-track and one (1) small anti-
tank gun were encountered and destroyed,

Company B contimmed to support the 1l3th Infantry Regiment in its
s:taok. Several counter-attacks were repelled by fire from the Tank
stroyers. ‘ » .

.~ Company C ¢ontinued to suppers the 1Zlst Infantry Regiment with
Two (2) platoons. The lst Platoon of Compsny C spent the entire
period at the Company C CP, performing maintenance and reorganization.

Raoénnaiscaﬂoc’Ccnpany, one platoon attached to each of the
firing Companies, hdd three platoons engaged in regonnoitering and
mopping up the flanks of each of the three (3) regiments of the
division., - ' ‘

One (1) M-10 deadlined for repairs, Ome (1) N-10 to be deliver-
ed to Company C during next period to replace th®» ons which was knoock-
ed out 2 April 1945. . ' :

On 8 April Company A was attached to the 86th Infantry Division,
at 1600 hours, ' . .

Company B continued to support the l1l3th Infantry Regiment in its
zone of advance. Several close support missions were. fired, Two (2)
Machine Gun emplacements were destroyed.

Company C, attached to 121lst Infantry Regiment, supported that
regiment with two (2) platoons on line and one platoon in reserve,
performing maintenance until 1700 hours. At 1700 hours the Reserve
Platoon (2d) was also placed in the line to exploit a small break-
through. Several. close support missions fired.

All three Reconnaissance Company platoons, attached to the firing
Companies, engaged in reconnoitering and mopping up the flanks in
each of the three Regimental zones of advance., 3d Platoon, Reconnaiss-
ance Company, patrolling in advance of the infantry captured 29 PWs,

On‘9 April Company A was attached to the 3424 Infantry Regiment
of the 86th Infantry Division. Company A supported the 342d in their
~zome of attack. .

Company B supported the 13th Infantry in their zone of attack
with all three platoons, Several assault missions were fired and
two (2) Mark IV tanks were destroyed.

Company C supported tne 121st Infantry Regiment with all three
(3) platoons in their zone of advance.

All three lieconnaissonce Company platoons, attached to the firing

- Companies, engaged in reconnoitering and mopping up the flanks of

each of the three regirent's zones of advance /5'
v 3 -
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On 10 April Company A was attached to the 86th Infantry '
Division, supported the 342d Infantry Regiment in Attack. Resistance
encountered was light. 'No armor was seen,

Company B supported the 13th Infantry in their zone aavance
and destroyed the following oguipmentz One (1) Mark V tank, two 82)
half-tracks, two (2) German 105mm gun batteries (6 guns), five (5
general purpose vehicles, and four (4) ammo trailers.w

Company C suppoxted the 12lst Infantry in their zone of advance
and fired close support missions at enemy positions.

. Reconnalssance Company continued reconnoitering and mopping up
the flanks in each of the regimentzl zones of advance.

On 11 April Company A, attached to the 86th Infantry Division
was further attached to the 343d Infaniry Regiment, One platoon
was placed in support of each battalion., Company zave close support
th this regiment with all three platoons in saild regiments zone of
advance, .

Company B, attached to the 28th Infantry Regiment after reclease
from attachment to 13th Infantry Regiment at the be_inning or the
period, Two (2) enemy columns were caught on the road. In one
column 12 vehicles were destroyed and in the other 18 large
trucks and 13 {trailers destroyed. . 1JAL

|
Company C supported the attack of the«Regiment.

Reconnaissance Company had one platoon attached to each of the
firing Companies and engaged in reconnoltering and mopnings up the
flanks of each of the three regiments of the Division,

On 12 April Company A, .attached to the 86th Infantry Division,
further attached to the 343d Infantry Regiment, supported that
Infantry Regiment in attack with three platoons. Company A knocked
out two (2) 20mm AA Guns. ‘

Company B, support 8th Infantry Regiment in attack with
three platoons. Two vehicles were destroyed znd one 150
Artillery plece was knocked out and destroyed.

. Company C supported the 12lst Infantry Regiment. One half-track
end one 10O5mm Artillery plece were knocked out and aestroyed.

Reconnaissance Company continued to patrol in the Division
gictor, cleaning up pockets of resistance and protecting hegimental
anks

On 13 April the battalion (less Companies A, B, C) remained
attached to the 8th Infantry Division Artillery.

SECRE] /G
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Company A, attached to the 86th Infantry vivision, placed a
slatoon in support of e:ch regiment. Each platoon supported &s
regiment in theilr respective zoncs of advance.

Company B supported the 28th Infantry Regiment with &all three
platoons, The 3d platoon had one M-1l0 destroyed when a mortar
round dropped in tne open turret, setting off ammunition and causing
the destroyer to burn., This platoon destroyed one German half-track and

four Gemeral Purpose Vehicles. '

Company C was attached to the 13th Infantry Regiment at the
- beginnring of tre period and supported that regiment with all three
platoons., Several close support missiorns were fired.

Feconnaissance Company continued to have three platoons attached
to the three firing Companies and patrolled and mopped up the flanks
of each Regimental zone of advance, 24 Platoon of Reconnalssance
Company captured 74 PVs, .

@n 14 April the Battalion remained attached to 8th Infantry
Division artillery (less Cos A, B, C,).

Company A reumainea attached to the 86th Division. One platoon
was placed in support of the 34lst Infantxry Regiment, one platoon
in support of the 342d Infantry Regiment and one platoon in support
of the 343d Infantry Regiment. The platoons supported each or these
regiments in their respective zones of advance.- »

Company B, supported the attack of the 28th BRegiment in 1its
zone of advance with all three platoons,

Company C supported 13th Begimeﬁt in its zone of advance with
all three platoons, : ‘

Reconnaissance Company attached one platoon to the 28th Infantry
Regiment and one platoon to the 13th Infantry Regiment., These platoons
were active in mopping up pockets of resistance. The 2d Platoon
worked as point for an armored and infantry colusm in the 28th Infantry'
sector. The 1lst Platoon remained attached to Company A in the 86th

Infantry Division sector.

£ B K ‘ :
On 1%‘Aﬂ¥fl(pom§g%1es A, B, C) remained attached to 8th Infantry
Division Artillery.

Company A remained attached to the 86th.1nrahtry-bivision. One
platoon was placed in support of each Infantry Regiment and supported
these Begiments in their advance to the RUHR River, Ome (1) Mark V

tank was destroyed,

Compeny B was attached to the 121 Infantx y Regiment when that
regiment passed through the 28th regiment at the be of the
period, Company B supported the 1l2lst Infantry Regiment with all
three platoons in their zone ot advance to the West, after the RUHR

. River had been reached on the preceding day., /7

BEQBEZ
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Company C supported 135th Regiment with all -three platoomns in
thelr zone of advance to the Wwest, after the RUHR River had been
reached on the preceding day.

Beconnaissance Company, in the 13th and 12lst Infentry Tegpinent
zones of aavanoe, patrolled aggressively, maklng contact with the
eneny before commitment of infantry troops and armor.

On 16 April the Battalion remained (less Cos A, B, C) Attached to
8th Infantry Division AxrtilleXyn :

Company A, attached to the 86tan Intantry Division supported each
Infantry Regiment ot that Division,

. Company B, supported 121st Infantry Regirent with 2ll tarce
prlatoons in their zone of advance., Early in thc periocd one
destroyer was destroyed by fire from a 105 flak gun, Later in tue
period good progress was made against 1li ht resistance,

Company C, supported 13th Infantry Regiment in their zone of
advance with all three platoons. Good pregress was made during the
entire period. '

Reconnaissance Company mopped up pockets oif resistance in the
-8th Infantry Division gone of advance,

* On 17 April the Battalion {less Cos A, B, C) remainea attached
to 8th Infantry Division Artillexy.

Company A was releewed from attachment to the 86th Infantry
Division as of 1200 hours 17 April. Company A assembled in
LUDENSCHEID (931913) and remained there awalting further orders.
Company engaged in maintenance of materiel.

Company B, attached to the 121st Infantry Regiment, maintained
anti-armor defense positions throughout the Regimentsl sector.

' Company C, attached to the 13th Infantry Regilment, maintained
anti-armor defense positions throughout the Regimental sector.

Reconnaissance Compand had one platoon attached to each firing
Company and engaged in maintenance of materiel.

On 18 April the Battalion (less Cos A and C) was attached to
the 13th Infantry Regiuent at the beginning of the period.

Company A, attached to the 28th Infantry, moved to an assembly
area at NEUENKLEUSHEIM, : -

Company B moved to an assembly area at MILSPE.
Company C moved t0 an assembly area in LUDENSHEID.

-6 - /%
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All platoons of Raconnaissanco cOmpany were released from
the firing Companies to which attached and assembled at the
B.oonmuunoo Company CP in MILSPE.

On 19 April The Battalion (less Cos A and C) remained attached
t0 the 13th antry Begiment, Company A was attached to the 28th
Infantry chimnt Company C to the 121t mmry mgmnt.

The Forward CP and Reconnaissance Compsny moved to EENRATH “"‘f
and Company B to DUSSELDORF, The mission given the entire Buttalhl
was seocurity and Nilitary Govermmens,

Fox the period 201200 April 1945 until 25 Apr.u 1945
Battalion (less Ces A and C) remained attached to the 13th Intnw »
Regiment, All echslons were engaged in uwity and milisarxy o
gmrnmont of the DUSSELDORF sres., o

i

Cmnpany A attached to the 28th Infantry Regiment L g

in securing their assignzd area and in nntary mﬁnnt m.t: ’?
vicmty of OLPE, -
Company c, attached to the 121st Infantry liosiunt, d ia L w
security and military government ar tha:.:r assigned area mv s
of DUNNWALD, A

In the afternoon of the 25th all elements of thn battlum m

relieved from attachment to other units and assembled in the ¥
BENRATH area. A progran of naiatenance of materisl amd Arat
for a motor march was carried oa until 28 April 1945, On the Mt ...
of April the Battalion moved to GODDINGEN, il | %

' The Battalion closed in this area late on the 299! of 11 5
Battalion engaged in maintenance of materiel on 30 3!“ :
before the close of the period Cempany A meved alross thn‘ :
River to support the 504“ Pu-ao)mto Begiment of thh 82nd m
Division.

. At the close of the period the bdattalion
the rear CP) were in an sssembly area in the %
GERMANY. Company A was across EWE Rivey npp *‘
Parachute Regiment of the 82nd Airborme Divisiom, ttllioa o

Rear CP was located at KIRCHWEYHE, GERMANY, o

19
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