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BUDQUA· elS 644!H TAR DESnoDR h.hftALION 

I*oord ot Operations - Airil 1945 

At ~ '-f:::,ng ot the period· the 644th Tank Destroyer
Batta11ea OOJIt~d to. be .ttached to the 8th Infantry Division. 
,be Battal1.a (le•• CcapaD1.s A, B, and C) was :turther attaohed'0 ,he I'll Dl~1_ An1lle%'7' COIlp8D1' A (Ie.... 3d PlatoQn) was 
......ahad ......be 28th ID1'an"%'7 "s1llent, 3d Platoon, Company A,w.. .ttaChed to the 8'th "oMu.iasance !roop J Company B was . 
• ttaolle4 to the l,th IDt'ant%7 18g1ment J Company C waa attached 
to the 121at Intantrj Beg1ment. D:1apoaitions nra a8 tollows: 

J'orward CP ••••••••••••••• ALLElIDORJ' 
Bear CP •••••••••••••••••• WUBGENDORF 
COIlP8D1' A CP ••••••••••••• GEBHABDSHAIR 
lat Platoon, COIlp~ A ••• WISSER 
2d Platoon, Comp8n7 A •••.• GEBHARDSHAIN 
,d Platoon, COIlP&n7 A •••• RUPPERHAUSEN 
Company B CP ••••••••••••• NEUNKIRCHEN 
18t Platoon, ComP&n7 B ••• SIEGEN 
2d PlatooD, C-OJIPaD1' B ••••. EISERFELD 
~ Platoon, COIIP8D1' B •••• JlARIENHUTTE 

·ComP8D7 C OP ••••••••••••• HAINCBEN 
1at Platoon, CompaD1' C ••• K:AAlI 
24 PlatooD, CODlPBn7 C •• 0. BEDllBACH 
~ Platoon, COIlPUT C •••• GROSSENBACH 
18oonna1esanoe Co CP ••••• ALLENDORJ' 
lat Plat, Ban COIlP~ •••• GEBRABDSHAIN 
24 Plat; Boll Comp8D1' ••••• MdaENDOBJ' 
3d Plat, BcnCoapaDT ~ •••• HAINCHEN 
Pioneer Plat, Ben Co ••••• (HAlNCHEN 

(ALLENDORF 

On the 2d and :5d ot Apr1:l ComP8n7 A (less 3d Platoon)
supported the 28th Infantry Beg1ment in assault mission8. 
No armor was enoountered and action consisted of mopping 
up ot pockets of resistanoe immediately north of the SIEG 
River. The 34 Platoon ot ComPanT A, attached to TFC of 8th 
IDfant%7 Division, supported this· unit in attaok. 

Comp~ B supported the 13th Infantry with all three (3)
platoona in the attaok upon SIEGEN and north· of SIEGEN. . 

Company C supported the 121st Infantry with all three (3)
platoona in an attaok north and east ot ~IEGEN. One (1) tank 
destroyer ot the 3d Platoon was hit and destroyed on 2 M~ 45 
during a tire fight with enemy tanka. 

The ,d Platoon ot Reconnaissance Comp~, patroll1n£ the zone 
ot the 121st Intant;y Regiment, secured three (3) towns d~~1ng the 
period. 

- 1 -
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On 4 Apri~ Comp~ A (less ,d Platoon, continued to 

support the 28th Infantry Regiment in that rebL~ent's zone 

of advanoe. The 3d Platoon, Company A, attached to the 8th 

Reconnaiasanoe Troop, cont1nu~d its anti-armor defense 01' 

that sector. 


ComP8D7 B oontinued to support the 13th Regi;".lent wnich 

was counter-attaoked frequently and quite heavily in the 

SIEGEN area. Comp8ll1' 13 was instrumental in repell1n[; the 

counter-attaoks, firing 3- HE, Cal .50 KGs and rifles. No 

armor was encountered in these attacks. 


Company C continued to support the 12lst Resiment in its 

zone of advance. One (1) Liark VI tank was fired upon by the 

2d Platoon. Rita were scored at 400 yards range witn both 

APCBD), and HYD. !rank was not destroyed, probably due 'to the 

angl~ of fire, but withd1~w due to this action. 


The 1st Section, 2d Platoon, Reconn~issance Company,

operated patrols in the l,th Infantry sector. The ,d

Platoon, Reoonnaiss8lloe Company, patrolled in the 12lst 

I~antr,r seotor. 


On 5 April Company A, attached to the 28th Infantry
Regiment, moved with the 28th Infantry to the zone on the 

right flank of the 8th Division aector. The ,d Platoon 

was released from attaohment to the 8th Reoonnaissanoe 

Troop and re-Joined Company ~ 


Company B, attaohed to the 13th Infantry Regiment,
prepared for attack in the zone of the 13th Infantry. 

Company C, attaohe,d to the 121at Infantr,r Begiment,
prepared tor attaok in the zone of' the l21st lni'antry. 

The 1st, 2d and )d Platoons of' Reoonnaissanoe Company 

were attaohed to Companies At B, and C, respeotively_ 
. 

on 6 APril CompBn1 A supported the attack or the 28th 

Inf'antr,r in their new zone of advance. No arJllor was en­

oountered. 

, Coap8JJ1' B aupported the l,th Infantry. in their attack. 

All platGOna tired numeroua aupport miaaion. againat enemy

buildinga, peraonnel and stroDg1)o1nta. No armor waa enooun­

tered. ODe .ne~ couater-attaok was repelled. 


Co.P8D7 C aupported ,he l21at Regiment 1n 1,. attack and 
j,Pired miaaions againat enemy buildings, stroDQ>oin'M and per­
a0D.D81. 

All tbZee "oonD.~.sanoe coap~ platoona, attaohed to the 
.' r1r1Dg ooap8D1e., eng_dill reoODDoitering and mopp1.ng up the 

tlanka 1n eaoh o~ the three (') regimental Bonea ot advanoe. / + 
- 2 ­
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0Jl 7' April COJQaD7 A aupported the 2hh IntatrT ~g1JDent 111 
ita zone or adYa1loe. ..aiatanoe ... aomeWhat lighter than that 
~rev1ou.17 experienced. One (1) ~r-track and one (1) small _,,:1.
tlUlk gun .." eJl.OOUJlterecl &Del &ieatroyed. 

Comp~ B OOl'lt1lmad. to support the 13th ID1'antrr Beg1ment iu ita 
Attaok. S....ral coa"er-a'ttaOka were repelleel b7 r:1r8 rrODl 'the Tank 
Destrqer•• 

. CompaD7 C oenUB_cl ". attppftt 'tM 121." IDrantZ7 Bag1llent with 
Two (2) pl.atoou. tile 1at P1a'oem or e_~ C apent the entire 
period ~t the Camp8Q1 C CP, performing ~tenanoe and reorganization. 

BeooDDUS.aJlOe' CoapllJl7. Olle platoon attached to eaoh of the 
t'1ring CompaD1e~ had tllre. platoOJl8 engaged 1J1 reoonnoitering and 
mopping Up the rJ.8Dlta ot each ot' ta. three (,) repmenta of the 
division. . 

One (1) .-10. deadliud tor repairs. an, (1) .-10 to be 4eUftr­
ed to Comp~ C during next period to repl.aoe ta. .. 1Ih1Cll ... tneok­
ed out 2 April 1945. . '. 

On 8 April Compal11' A .as attached to the 86th In:tant17 Dirtaion, 

at 1600 hours. ~ 


Company B oontinued to support the 13th ~ant%'7 Beg1ment in -ita 
zone of advance. Several cloae support ~ssions were,tired. ~o (2)
Machine Gun emplacements were de'8troy8d,. 

Company C, attached to 121st Int'ant17 Regiment. supported that 
regiment with two (2) platoons on line and one platoon in reaerve, 
pert'o~ maintenance unt1l 1"700 hours. At 1700 houra the Beaerve 
Platoon (2d) was alao pl"aoed in the line to exploit a sIJl8.l1 break­
through. Several.cloae support'mi8sions fired. 

All three Reconnaissance Company platoons, attaohed to the :tiring
Companies, engaged in reconnoitering and mopp~ up the :flanks in 
each or the three Regimental zones o.f advanoe. 3d Platoon, Be.oonnai8s­
ance Company, patrolling in advanoe of the i.J1fantry captured 29 P••• 

On· 9 April CompaJ17 A was attached to the 342d Infantry' Beg1ment

of the 86th Infantry Division. Company A 8upported'the 342d in their 

zone ot' attack. . 


Company ] supported the 13th Infantry in their aone of attack 

with all three platoons. Several assault missions we~e fired and 

two (2) Mark IV tanks were destroyed. 


Company C supported tne 121st Infantry' Regiment with all three 
(3) platoons in their zone ot' advance. 

All three Heconnaissrulce Compa.ny platoons, attached to the firing

Companies, engaged in reconnoitering and mopping up the flanks of 

each or the three regihent's zones ot' a4vanoe 15' 


.. , ­
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On 10 
" 

,Qril COmp8ll7 A was attached to the 86th Infantry 
D1rtsion. supported the '42d Infantry Regiment in Attack. Resistance 
enoountered was light. 'No armor was seen• . 

CompaDF B 88PpO~.d the l,th Infantry in their zone aavance 
........,,~o~ ,,_ 1'ollOWing equipmentl One (1) Mark V tank, two (2) 
hal1-,raoka, .0 (2) German l05mm ~ batteries (6 guns), five (5) 
geural purpoee wh1ol••, anA 1'our (4) ~o trailers.w 

COIIlpaD1' C.qpone4 the 12l.t IJrtan"try in their zone of advance 
aa4 1'1%•• 010.. auppon ms.iona at eneJD1' positions. 

Reoonnaissance Company continued reconnoitering and mopping up 
the :tlanks in each of the regimental zones of' advance. 

On 11 April Company A, attached to the 86th Infantry' Division 
was further attached to the '43d Intantry Regiment. One platoon 
was placed in support of each battalion. Company gave close support
tA _hi8 regiment with all three platoons in Gaid regiments zone of' 
adTalloe. 

Company B, attache. to the 28th Int'antry Regiment af'tcr .L't~lease 
:tro. attaohment to 1,th Infantry Regiment at the be0 ir.:n.in[; at the 
perl04. ~o (2) enezq COllUlD18 were caught on the road. In one 
oolwm 12 ~ velUoles were destroyed and in the other 18 large 
truoks and 1, ftra:Uers destroyed. . ..v­cr p ,)..\

Company C supported the attack of the~Regiment. 

Reconnaissance Company had one platoon attached to each of the 
:tiring Companj.es and engaged in reconnoitering and moppin3 up the 
~l~s o:t each of the three regiments of the Division. 

On 12 April Company A, ,attaohed to the 86th Infantry Diyision, 
turther attached to the 343dInfantry Regiment, supported that 
In:tantry Regiment in attaok with three platoons. Company A knocked 
out two ( 2 ) 20mm AA GUllS. " 

Company B, support~~8th Infantry Regiment in attack with 
three platoons. Two ft.r'ol9If vehicles were destroyea c:.nd one 150 
Artlllery piece was knocked out and destroyed. 

Company C supported the 12lst Infantry Regiment. One half-track 
arid ane ~05mm"Art1l1ery piece were knocked out and destroyed. 

Reoonnai8sance Company continued to patrol in the Division 
sector, cleaning up pockets of resistance and protecting Regimental
flanks • 

On 1, April the battalion (less Companies A, B, C) remained 
attached to the 8th Infantry Division Artillery. 

- 4 ­-_ ... It,SECREX__ ... 
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Company A"attached to the 86th I~antry ~i~8ion, placed a 

)latoon in support of e'lch i'eGiment. Each platoon 8upported:l;s

re6iDcnt in their respective zonGS of advance. 


Company B supported the 28th Infantry Reg~ent with all three 
platoons. The 3d platoon had one K-IO destroyed when a mortar 
round dropped in the open turret, setting ott ammunition and causing
the deotroyer to burn. This platoon destroyed one German half-track and 
four G~neral Purpose Vehicles. 

ComDany C was attached to the 13th I~antry Beg~ent at the 

beb1nr.ins of tne period and supported that regiment with all three 

platoons. Several close support m188iO~8 were fired. 


Reconnaissance Company continued to have three platoons attached 

to the three firing Companies and patrolled and mopped up the flanks 

of each Regimental zone of advance. 2d Platoon o~ 'Reconnaissance 

Company captured 74 PWs. 


On 14 April the Battalion remained attached to 8th In:f'antry

Division artillery (less Cos A, B, C,)~ 


Company A reuaine~ attached to the 86th Division. One platoon 

was placed in support of the '41st Infantry Regiment, one platoon

in support of the '42d Infantry Regiment and one platoon in support

of the 343d Int"antry Regiment. The platoon8 supported each or these 

regiments in their respective zones of advance.­

Company B, supported the attack of the 28th Regiment in its 

zone of advance with all three platoons. 


, ' 

Company C supported 13th Begiment in its sone of advanoe with 
all three platoons. 

, . 
Reconnaiosance Company attached one platoon to the 28th I~antry

Regiment and one platoon to the 13th ~8l1try Beg1.ment. Theae platoons 
were active in mopping up pookets of reaistanoe. The 2d Platoon 
worked as point for an'armored and infantr,r 'column iu the 28th Infantr.yl 
sector. The 1st Platoon remained attached to CompaQY A in the 86th 
Infantry Division sector. 

U~ ~ I, .L..4A . " 
On 15 April \C ompimies A, :B, C) rema:J Ded attaohed to 8th I~antry 

Division Artillery. 

Company A remsUled attaohed to the 86th, lDt'uiZ'TD1Y1sion. ane 
platoon wss placed in support o~ eaoh ~antZ'T ..stm.nt and supported
these legiments in the:1.r advanoe to the BUlUl BJ.ver. oa. (1) Mark V 
tank was destroyed. 

Company :B was attached to the 121 ~_'tJ" '7 a.~n' when that 
regiment passed through the 28th regimen. ., the ~g1aD1ftg of the 
period. ComPllnT:B aupported 'the 12lst ~aDt%'7 IeglMnt nth all 
three platoons in their zone or advance to the lfeat J after the BOHR 
R1ver had been reached on the preoe41'1ng dq. 11 

- 5 ­
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C~mpany C supported 13th Regiment with all·three platoons L~ 

their zone of advance to the "Vest, af"ter the Rl1HR River had been 

reaohed on t.he preceding day. 


Reconnaissance Company, in the 13th and 121st Inf'E.nt ry Lecinent 

zones of advance, patrolled aggressively, making contact with the 

enemy before commitment of infantry troops and armor. 


On 16 April the Batta110n reoained (less Cos A, B, C) Attached to 
8th Infantr.y Division Artille~ 

Company A, attached to the 86th Inrantry Division supported each 
Infantry Regiment or thu~ Division. 

. Company B, supported 121st Infantry ReGiment \,"Iith all tllrCE:' 

platoons in t.heir zone of advEU1.ce. Early in tile period OY1.e 

destroyer was destroyed by fire f=om a 105 flak gun. Later iT- the 

period good progress was made against 11bht resistance. 


Company C, supported 13th.lnf'antry Regiment in tneir zone of 

advance with all three platoon~. Good prG~ess was made durinb the 

entire period. 


Reoonnaissance Company mopped up pockets 01' resistance in the 
-8th Infantry Division zone of advance. . 

. On 17 April the Battal10n {less C08 A, B, C) rema1ne~ attached 

to 8th Infantry D1vision Art1.l1e±j • 
. ­~ Company A was rel-..ved from attachment to the 8bth Infantry

D1v1s1on as of 1200 hours 17 APril. Company A assembled in 

LUDENSCHEID (9'19.1,) and remained there awaiting fUrther orders. 

Company engaged in maintenance of mater1el~ 


CompanyB, attached to the 121st Infantry Reb~ent, maintained 

ant1-armor defense positions throughout the Regiment&l sector. 


ComP&n7 C, attached to the 1,th Infantry Reg1ment, mainta1ned 

an'~-armor de~ense positions throughout the Regimental sector. 


Reoonnaissance Compand had one platoon attached to each f'1rinb 
Company and engaged in maintenance of mater1el. 

On 18 APril the Battalion (les8 ~08 A and C) was attached to 

the 1,th lntantr,y a.giment at the beg1nh1ng or the period. 


ComP8D1' A, attached to the 28th Int'antry, moved to an assembly 
uea at IEtJEmCI&OSBlIJI. . • 

Company B moved to an assembly area at UILSPE. 

COlllP&n7 C moved to an aasembly area in LUDENSHEID. 

let-,6 
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All platOO1l8 o~ Baconna1.aanoe CODlPaJ27 _1"& re1&_4 fi'0Il 

the r1r1.Dg Companies to which attaohed, and. 888emble4 at ,_ 
Reoonn.'..... CoaPaDif CP 111 KIl;SR. . 

OIl 19 '.&priJ. 2. Ba"'al10ll (lea. Coa A _ C) rema1Md .,t..... 
,. the 1,til hraa'\z7 ~n.t. CeapalV A ... atiaeAe4 to·..- IliA 
bt'aatZ7 B8g1MIl~ U4 Caap~ C to the 121.' x.rD.Uy Bap.a'. 

flUt J'orwu4 CP at "007'''.;1 ••aue C..,..,. ..".4 '0 BIDAD ·.t 
acl CoapaDl' B '0 lHJSSELDOIr. De 111••1_ gifta ':bt en"U. Ba"'alt • '1;, 
... aenrt"T a4 Ul1'tU7 Gonz.-Jl'. 

, . 
Jlor ~ p.rs.N 201200 ~rll 1'45 ="11 25 Apr1l 1'45 ... . 

Battalion (le•• C•• A and C) rell8 'Ded a'taohe4 'to .. 1.,.. Iaha_
lag1men1. All· .ohe1ou _r••ll88P4 1D ..ou1V and m1l.1...". , .t~:: 
gcrnrmaent .~ ,lie DUJSEId)OBl .Q'ea. 

. COJlGUUll' .l a"taohed 10 the 28U1 IntU'\J:7 "Ij...~~ =~, ·~;~I 
1D ••OUiDg their ...1gud. ana ad 111 1I1lJ.'''' P"~. ..,1;l(,"
v1c1n1t1 o~ OI.P.I. . . . " ~.' ,',~ 

. .­, x ~. 

Comp81Q" C, ait.cbed to ,he l2l.~ IDtantt;r 18..,"., ....... .. '<. .~!: 
••cur1t,. and. m1l1iU7 gan1'lli1l8llt oZ tlae1r ...~.... ana _ ...·'V· ' .;
ot DUlmWAlaD. . ' ~, . , " 

In the afternoon o~ the 25\11 all .laMn'. of 'tie ).",.1:1....... " 

-- re11e" bom attaohlleni 'to o~i lUI.1't.. U4 ....UlM 1a •. ' ' 

BllIBA!B area. A program o~ u.1lluanoe or'.Wn.1. ~ p.,.'.gAI.
'. 
. '

~or a aotor march was oarrj.e4 0:4' '.mill 28 ~ lM'L OIl tM,. 
of Jpr1l the Battalion Dlove4 'Co CJODDUBI', GIJDiAIr. D er , 
~he Battalion closed 1n this uea 1a... em ~ 2ftIl .~ -.11 
Battalion 8naaged 1n JDa.1Jlte.aD.. of ·"'er181 - ,0' AIz1.l. _. 
)afore the oloae ot the period o..p-.y A..v.d ~Oll iDe'lI!I . 
B1V8r to .upport tbe 504~ Paraoh'ate "g1M.' ,or ,~ .... ~ 
Dinaion. . ',. 

, A' the close o~ the perl.o4 'Ule lta"talJ.oJlJ!;:: c...-Q, A aM . 
the rear C))) were 1n an aa8eJl1D~ area J.D ,lie *7 ~ "'~f 
GEBJ.U.WY. Company 'A was aerol. tJ. liS RlYQ a-.pporUag ... ft4~_":.t. 
Parachute Regiment of the 82nd Air'Om. Din.i01l. the _ttalS,.. ,.{­
Rear CP was located at KIRCHUI_, GEBII.AlIJ'. 
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