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May 11 - 13: Days of false starts.

Ramors had ﬁt we were scheduled to parade
in Munieh so the destroyers wexre c¢leaned, however paint was not
on hand so they could'nt be paninted; but by using up the districts

- watexr supply, we sooured the dgstroyers with hoses and had them

glistening in theiy ¢cleanliness - then the parade was cglled off
for us gnd "p» Company sent one platoon to represent the Battalion.

Another rumor hsd 1t that we were going to receive citations
in a formal dress barade formstion. So far two hours each day we
drilled and practiced our eyes right and left turns - clothes
were cleaned, presssd and garripon conps dug out, chevrons sewed
on and colorful T.D. patches distributed. A practice review was
held snd showed that although the company had 'nt seen formal
parades for two y#ars, we could still strut like U.5.0, commando 's,

All for nothing - OQur parnde was changed to anothey dirty, dusty
trip to0 a new aren. ' ) .

Hay 14 - And 80 we packed our things snd lined up in the
morning. Then, walting for B smd ¢ Company to move out shesnd of
U8, we had a lelsurely enten lunch and started. Not five minutes
later, the trouble started. ,

Sgt Hemsburg lost more halr when his 7.0, had a punctured
gas tank snd he had %o drop ont to raepalr it,

Then going through Munich, Sylvester (two gun) feKay got
wild, threw two tracks, went through a local shade tree and
gently came to a stop in front of & boarding house by pudhbne
its foundstion over mbout a fuvot. “Two Gun" in doing so hurt hisg
leg so that Porky Jthe wedlc) had some first aid practice. And
although the rest of the crew was startled by the tree lying
over the turret and the shower of brick, no one was seriously
awed at “two gun'g" abllity to throw two tyamoks and start g
short out through Munich at the same time.

Then after collecting at a point north 0f Munich with %the
rest of the Battelion so that 8traggling traffic would be cleared
upy, and afier sesing briefly our B and € Co rear echelon friends
& moved into our new srem. Yot in going here we lost three more
tanks (three more tracks). Eaoch of the orews could'nt help but
*thank their lucky stars' that the trouble was coming now =~
after combat, 3

The C.P. set up in Pandern, the lst Platoon in Klengen, the
2nd platoon in Kuleach and the.3rd platoon in Wielach.
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The evening was spent in hustling rooms, setting up house-
keeping and looking over the towns.

May 15-18: The cooks were split up and some sent to each
platoon. Check points for traffle control were set up and roving
patrols established to guard agalnst local disturbances in the
Company area.

Permission was sent from the Battslion allowing each plstoon
t0 have two ascquired civilisn cars to run patrol with, to sgve
Army vehicles., And so the race started. Each platoon tried to
outdo the others for the best, fastest and most modern car. The
third platoon dug up & '38 Ford ‘but the classiest of all was
in the 2nd plstoon's hands.

A Germsn S.5. command ear complete with spot light, fog light,
gquarter ineh armor snd seats that let down to form a bed. Edwards
and Finklestein found it and stayed up all night adjusting the
spark, regulating the brakes and cleaning the motor. The next day
there stood the car, spotless, gleaming in the sunlight, a
masterpiece of man's ingenuity. Edwardsstepped on the startex
the motor started and parred like a kitten. Then he shifted and let
up on the clutch; the car started up, traveled zsll of 20 feet,
and stopped - the clutoh had burned out. And s0 even today, as a
memory of the 2nd platoon, the model of man's hard work, the car
can be found in Kelisch with a burned out clutech.

Lt (Judge) Morgan set up a CP in a regsl style that would have
put any of King Arthur's couris to shame. For behind a desk
elevated on a teschers platform, he would have all comers brought
to him., A telephone next to his elbow kept him in constant touch
with the check point znd its troubles. Here he would hear the
unfortunate one's plea and give hés final decision with a bang
of hls potatoe masher gavel. If the unfortunate one had'nt yet
fasinted, he would be escorted and thankful for his 2ife much less
the liberality of Judge ilorgan's judgment.

The orders for check points were changed every day. At first
everyone passing was stopped for identification - And sometimes
this lead to much trouble. The 2nd platoon, one morning, hsd over
100 persons in single file waiting to have papers checked merely
to go to the next town for bread. One girl without papers, who wished
to go home to the next town even offered %o give a little time
and body for the privilege of going home ~ her offer was not
accepted. The third platoon sent one famidy back 18 kilometers
because of insufficlient papers., Then when new orders came down
the next day, the same family came through unhindered.

A few soldlers were questioned and taken to AMG Hq for
identification.

But soon the Bn moved in the same town with the 2nd platoon
and after an afternocon of very frequent interruptions by people
the platoon had sent over, new o¥ders came out eliminating many
check point duties. But the patrols often had troubles.

One of their dutles were to check the number of D.Ps in easch
town. One burgomeister told the 2d plstoon that his town was
AntitHazi and would'nt accept the slaves offered by the Nazi.

L)
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He sald, however, he thought there was one and would inquire- -
the proud, anti-nazi, antl-slavery villsge proved to have 27
Russlans and Polish "volunteert workers in its popuimsion,

Several fights were squelched. One riot occurred when
German famllies refused to sell shoes and clothing to Polish
workers. The workers armed with pltch forks started to rebel.

To the scene came the first platoon who sent the Poles to bed
with new clothlng and shoes and the Germans to theiy kitochens
with empty pocketbooks.

Three suspiclous characters were plcked up one evening who
apresred and claimed to be young farmers boys. Yet with a little
persuasion thelr lost, but suddenly found, identification papers
proved them to be vetersn soldler boys who were not legally
discharged from a nearby PW camp ~ they were escorted back by
the 2nd platoon detectives of Nagis and Nazi sympathizers -

Hosen and Lemke.

But needless to say, the stay in these towns was not spent
entirely in work.

A brewery in the 2nd platoon area proved to be in good service
as & club and day room. It is rumored that the factory was thanged
somewhat and thnt the beer produced somehow became a little :
stronger than the usual German colored water or American 3%.2.
Proof can be found In Sammy Poblano's pants. Ever night he could
g0 home, he walked on his knees,

The 3rd platoon had a favorite swimming hole ~ the water was
a little cold tho. It was'mt bad when Jim Curry hed to be white-
washed after he come out blue but ‘when McGarity's Georglan hot
blood cools down to where he says "no" to a girl - then it's bad.

And the food shortage was relieved in the 3rd platoon by its
fishing enthusiasts. Ssrtin, Smitty snd Allen went out one morning
at 4:00 A¥ and fished until noon = thelr prize catch was a Gin
Perch and 3 big suckers - Butler went out in the morning too - His
new type fly rod was more successful - with 2 grenades he got
enougin Tish to feed the platoon.

Near ¥ielock on a hill overlooking most of the surrounding
country stands a gusint church. Sometimes about 830 AD there was
& great battle on the plains nesr Wielock ~ After the battle the
dead were colleoted and buried in this little hill. An altar in
thelr memory was erected. Later a chapel was built around it. This
was burnt down about 1650 by the Swedish invaders. And then the
present churcn was bullt~WBhe neme of the church translated means
"Church of Mary, built on the hill of bones™. The small churoh,
~although plain on the outslde, houses a gilt alter - & large
statue of Christ on Calvary end a modern organ. All the walls are
decorated with pictures glven through the sges for worship. and
finding the priest of the church spoke some English, many of the
3d platoon visited and worshijped 'in this beautiful, aged memoral
of the dead and living. 4.
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‘May 19 - Late in the sfternoon, the 3d platoon moved to
Altomunster in preparation of another movement on the 20th,.
Although they did'nt reach the town till evening, the hustlers,
Lamhut, Deacon and Reynolds "™hoocked up"™ the local photograph
shop and during the night they worked the proprietor till he
had developed their films and printed most of the negatives.
May 20 ~ The company CP, 34 platoon and the lst platoon moved
to Unter Welkertshofen in the morning - the 2nd platoon moved
to nearby Suttenbach. : :

In the afterncon the 33 plateon set up the flrst checkpoint
on the highwasy and the platoon patrol routes were msapped out
and went over. ’

The CP and 34 platoon moved into & spacious home which
belonged to Countess Von Hundts, This home, which is older
than most Amerlican towns was bullt in 1659 after the originsl
home was burnt in the Swedish war about 1650. It is filled with
antiques, paintings and furniture of the past generation. The
company scon changed 1t to & busy CP filled with noise, bustle
and mixed up manlsocs. ’

Lt Morgan and MeGarity spent hours trying to get something
to eat and drink on the trip to Paris -~ They could'nt find
anything t0 eat. o
May 21-31l: After all getting settled, a routine was set up
for the company. The guasrd was set within the battalion, with
A Company belng on duty svery 3d ‘day. On the interim days, a
schedule was planned to keep the company in trim. Pysicsl
training, drill and I and E discussions were included in this.
The 24 platoon had a little excitement on their first day of
guard. An infantry man broke into one of thelr assigned houses
snd borrowed a radlo. The doughboy was slightly inebriated and
when he tried to get back on his motoreycle to ride away, he
could 'nt stay on the street., The platoon held him overnight
and slthough the dough could'nt remembexr his outfit, he started
off to find it in the mor—ing. Two days later he reached the
next town and had lost his motor bike, the radio and his way.
%hen the platoon found him, they took him to Dachau where he
thought his outfit was and left him - He was lesst seen going
toward Munich, g _ )

The point sxstem wss checked and Sgt Lavis and Tec Sgt
Hunker left for home. And as many others had the points required
to go home, new men were gssigned to train in their places.
Every day six men went into Bn Hq for special instructions.

In the new daily schedule, a daily volley ball game between
Hg platoon and 3d platoon became necessary. Almost evenly
matched, the 34 platoon edged Hg platooh. The 3d now is supplied
with a keg of beer donated by the losers.

Twlce a week, s show truck left for Battalion. Several times
it turned out to be merely s sightseeing trip. The projector
broke down so often -~ the group would go only for the silence
and darkness to sleep in. Once Neely took many in to see a stage
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show that promised to have Tive girls in the ocast. All & matter
of opinion; many claimed they had to be alive to screech =g they
did., Going home the truck got stuck in the mud twice. And only
after everyone got in the deep mud and pushed the truck to the
main road, was Sgt Balley smtisfied that A company hsd sny men
worth speaking to -~ even then he would'nt talk, he just steamed.

Those who were on pass to the Fiviers and Paris came back and
others went. Stories of France snd its people still can be hesrd
in the company's many bull sessions.

One day the routlne was broken when a girl's volce broke in
at chow time and yelled "come and get it"™. A red cross glrl from
Augsburg brought us esch doughnuts and a vision of whst we're
fighting for. She stayed, ate and parried puns with the Company
for several hours, Glenn Reynolds was sustained by her Southern
honey coated drawl and pug nose and for days Porky, our medic
wus worried and kept him under observation.

Several orientation programs brought good discussions, The
S.F. conference taslk turned to the possibility of the world %o
have eternszl pesce. Fascism turned to "why Faclsm is better than
Democracy", and everyocne has been wsiting for a talk on non-
fiction items. Clubs have been whittled out of fence posts, the
2nd platoon has m pill box set up and a battle roysl is promised -
if anyone can be found to defend the policy.

The day gusrd proved fruitful. Glenn Reynolds stopped a young
man who claimed to be going to help his father who was a Ffarmer.
A homemade blackjack was found in his luggage - The guy only used
it to control the Polish and Russian workers on the fsrm.

A rlot was stopped by the 3d platoon, but only aftexr one Polish
man had s pitchfork stuck in his arm and one German was slightly
beat up. The burgomelster was warned and the town put under
probation.

Lt Morgan was transferred to the 824 T.D.Bn., baet he did'nt
leave before the 3d platoon held en all night farewell party for
him. The reminiscing of the night led to a bond pledged by all
members of the platoon to meet after dimcharge papers had bheen
procured by all. Lt Morgan left but never will the memory of him
and his friendly help leave those who fought with him.

The 2nd platoon moved from Settenbsck to Unter Peikeritshofen
with the rest of the company. They movedimalarge family home
which offered all the modern implements of home - and more., In
the middle of the first night there was quite some commotion in the

platoon homestead. McKay woke everyone up with a scream " They're
carrying me away". Sammy and Ackerina were sitting up in bed - Cne
was bending over the otgers head searching and picking thronzh
his hair. Several were on the floor gumping up and down shaking
bed clothes and socon the whole town was awakened by the platoon's
antics. For thelr new home was so large a nation of lice also
decided to share it with them., Fumigating and de-liceing lasted
two daya. f ‘

The day before Memoriasl Day we had a special service in
Hemoriam. The service was outdoors, and nature's beauty we turned
back our minds to those close friends we had lost in the course
of the lgst few years. The words given by the Chaplain were.
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simple and short but the feeling was high asnd deep. The
service snded in silence. Many were still in silent prayer,
many in deep thought, mll in thoughtful reverence.

And ss June lst came gll platoons had a set training
schedule; the rosd patrols snd check points operating
every third day. With the vehicles olesned and battle
scarred, with days of fighting over but not forgotten,
with hopes 1leaning to the future, the company ended another
menth oversess, '



