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obo wST: Battle Rerort,
TC : Cowmanding Generzl, Fifth Army, AFC 464, U S Army (Thru channels) N
LA e ZunCEs: Italy, 1/100,000, Sheet #161,
FulICD CCVEiso: 1 Japugry 1944 to 31 Januzry 1944,
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tan? I - From 1 January 1944 to 8 Jaenuary 1944 inclusive,

1, Cn 1 January 1944 found the Battslion Coumand Post in same position as
21 Decewber 1343, (see ocverlay)

2, Cn 1 January 1944, the Commanding General, 45th Infantry Division order-
ed the Battalion to form a Provisional Infantry Company to replace the 751st Tank
Battalion Frovisional Infantry Company on i.T, CORNO, directly west of VENAF:O,ITALY.

S638%/

3. The Company was formed and assembled 1000 yards west of VENAFRO at the
base of uT, CCRNO., It was composed of eighty-two enlisted men each of Companies
naM, MM and "O", plus Reconnaissance Coupany complete, making a total strength
of 240 enlisted men and fiftsen (15) Officers,

4. The rrovisional Company was put under the command of WAINE E, DAVIS, Capt-
ain, F, 4., Commanding COfficer of Reconnaissance Gompany (CP was located 1000 yards
west of VENAFAO) and ziven the mission of holding the line on the crest of MT, CORNO,
from the coordinstes 006207 to 014213, then occupisd by the 751at Tank Battalion

Provisional Infantry Company.

5. The relief of the 751st Tank Battalion Provisional Infantry Company was
congleted by 0600 hours, 3 January 1944, with Company "A" on the left, Company "C"
in the center, Company "B" on the right, and Reconnaissance Company in the town of
CCNCACASALE., The 755th Tank Battalion had a Provisional Infantry Compsny of two
hundred men in reserve, 1000 yards west of VENAFRO,

|
6. JPuring the period on the line, the 645th Tank Destroyer Battalion Provision- f
&l Infantry Company had no action on their front. The 1st SSF Brigade on their left %
and the 157th Infantry Regiment on their right were advancing toward VITICUSO,(acro
their front) conseauently cutting them off from the enemy, Reconnaissance Company
however maintained daily contact witn the avove mentioned adjacent units, and sent
infantry patrols as far as Hills 960 and 1020,

7. The 3rd SranlS of the French Expeditionary Corps began relieving this
Battalion's Frovisional Infantry Company on 7 January 1944, and completed same on J
the 8th of January 1944 at 1200 bours, Personnel of this unit returned to parent
companies, end Reconnaissance Corpany remained in assembly area 1000 yards west of

VENAFRO,
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8, wuring this pericd, 1 Jenusry 1944 to 8 Januery 1944 inclusive, tre
cnly fire rissicns were fired by the 2nd rlatoon of Comrsny oM yieirnity of
COLLE! ACCHIA, when it fired ninety-seven rcunds, HE on crossrceds registrastion
ené rcad junction, 200 yzrds, northwest of AJUAFONDATA.

BATTLE REFCKT (CCNT'L)

9, GCompanies "t" and "C" meintesired CF's vicirity of EILLs 1010 and 760
respectively. Bcth CF's and 2nd platoon, Compeny "C" were pulled back to treir
respective com; anies on 8 Januzry 1944. lhe section of Compeany "' on the CASALE-
PCZZIILI roed had been pulled back to Company "A" gun area 4 January 1944.

ParT I1 - O January 1944 to 13 Jsnucry 1944 inclusive,

1. Cn 9 Jarusry 1944, Com_:wnies "4" znd "B® fired a total of tventy-seven
rounds in attempted registration vicinity AQUAFONLATA, Smoke was used, but the
Alr CP conducting the registration could not pick it up.

2. January 10, 1944, found the Battalion attached to the CEF et 1200 hours,
as the 3rd Infentry Algerian Division had relieved the 45th Infantry Division thret
day, The Battalion was given the mission of genergl sartillery support to the 3rd
Infentry Algerien Division, which was preparing an attack towaerd AJUAFONDATA, 1In
prepaeration, Company "C" moved the 2nd platoon, plus two guns of the 3rd rlatoon
to the vicinity of GCLLi 4ChIA. Reconneisssnce Company put a roving CP south of
CASALE to follow the infantry.

3. On 11 Januery 1944, the gun companies expended a total of two hundred
and thirty five rounds HE, plus four rounds of smoke (exrended by Company “B" only)
in registration on vicinity AQUAFONDATA., Registration obserwed by Air OP. Smoke
was not picked up. ~Reconnaissance Company put another CP on Hill 970(014274).

4s The 3rd Infantry lkorroccan Division launched it's attack toward AQUA-
FONDATA at 0630 hours, 12 January 1944. JThe Battalion expended & totel of 4620
roudds HE in preparstion end interdiction fire in support of this attack. The
following were the missions; From 0615 to 0930 hours, Company "A® fired 117/ rounds
HE interdiction fire in vieinity 1000 yerds east of ACUAFONDATA at ranges from 13,
300 yards to 14,200 yards, and from 1035 to 1055 hours, each platoon ¢f Company "AM
fired twenty rounds HE interdiction fire at town of AQUAFCNDATA, At 0615 to 1020
hours, the 1st and 3rd plstoons of Company "B" fired a total of 1902 rounds HE on
XT, LCLINC eand from 1035 te 1055 hours, they fired sixty-six rounds HE interdictory
fire on AQU.FONDATA., Company "B" had been divided into two (2) six gun batteries,
At 0615 to 1018 hours, the 1lst plstoon, Comrany C, six gun battery, fired 739 rounds
HE interdiction fire on AQUAFONDATA st 14000 yards range, and 2nd platoon, six gun
battery, fired 679 rounds HE on AQUAFONDATA at a range of 12000 rounds.

5. ‘he fire on KT, L'OLINO was observed by the Battalion Commander to cover
the mountain conpletely., The French took kT, KOLINO during that morning, having
our fire advance ac the infantry moved forward, thus making the fire direct support
rather than the original plan of general support and interdiction fire,
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h, On 13 January 1944 found the lst platoon of Company "A" on the CALALE-
FCZZILLI road, vicinity 03524D, =t 0730 hours., It fired twenty-nire rounic tb
and one round of sinoke at 10,650 yards on vicinity four hundred yards west cf
ARUArONDATA,

SR

FART III - From 14 January 1944 to 31 Jomary 1944,

1. The Battelion was relieved from attachmen* to the CEF efrective 2400
hours, 13 January 1944, Company"A" and Company "O" returned their platoons to
corpany area west of VELAFRO, the night of 13 January 1944. Mkidnight, 14 Jan-
uary 1944 found the Bat.alion reattached to the 45th Infantry “ivision, and
noved 15 Jsnuary 1944 to Sal LCiakZ0, GUARDIA S,FRAVANDI, and vicinity for a
rest period,

2, The Battalion was alerted per VOCG, 45th Infantry -Division at 1400 hours,
2 Janusry 1974 and left for staging area, eight miles south of CasmRTA, on 24th
Janugry 1944, clozins therein at 0200 hours, 25 Jaruary 1944, The opattelion zoved
to the Falace Grounds concentration area, KAFPLES, on 2£ January 1944, clozinz trere-
in at 0300 nours., The Lattalion esbarked on LST's at KAPLES at 1530 hours, 29
Jenusary 1944, The whole Battalion nad disembardd at ANZI0, ITALY by 1700 hours,
21 January 1944, and went into an assermbly area four miles northeast of LaTTUIC,

FART IV - ADNINISTRATIVE AND CRGANILATICN CHorGad,
1. 2nd Lt, V2 0K S, SLulLTZsR, wes rromo'cd te the rarnk of 1st Lt; or:iers
were received on & January 1944, effective in Decerter 14/3.

2., 2nd Lt, =RIZ5T r,Su1ai:5:L0, wss essigred to the sattalion, 11 Jantery
197/, =nd was sssignéd o Company "BY%, 18 Januery 1944,

3. On 16 Jamsary 1944, the Battelion started to recrganize in comrliznce
vith 5th army Generel Crders Fumber Seven, dated 15 Jsnuery 1944, Feorgenizeticn

to comrly with T/C 15-25, cated 27 Jarusry 1943, and T/8Ys J#-26-b, 15-26, 18-27,
15-2€, was comyloted 22 Janusry 1944, vitn T/E e-certions ac noted on letter cf
complisnce to Co.wanding Generel, Fifth army, Excess rerccrnn<® were trensferred
te toe €th Fsrscnnszl Center, Fcrwerd Echelon, near CasuiTa, 23 Janbery 1944.

L., The followin; caev es in assignmente zna <uties vere directed on 28
donvery 1944, Ca tain lalL W, FaICR was sssipned to Comreny "5" as Comm:srnding
Cflicer; Carteain _[11iF €, .IZACral. assumed comn:znd of Reccnnalsssnce Coriyenys
Centaln wAllb n, DaViS took ovasr the rosgition of Eattelion S~2, end Gartain FLAEI-
h 2ol esswned the duties of Divisicor arti-~Tarnk (fficer, K

ey
B S
wildahy

5. On 2¢ Jenuary 1944, Lt, variCh o, ob . T4nR sssuwed tne duties of S-1;
Car tain Ju a7 I, . il was assigned to 9 ecial Steff, and Lt, [SVIILZ «, crzaCiRi
vas transferred to Reconnzissance womm any, bacster Sergeant Lloyd B, srown weas
arrointed Werrent Cffirer (JG), by orcer of the Corranding General, 45th InTantiry

Divisicn, end scsumed the duties of rerscnnel Adjutant,

T
. 3
. 17
. s
N ¢’

~‘_’___"_’__‘_.._,-*“ Rtees-JEE e


http:i'iarrc.nt
http:aeconne.is:':;,:mce";OP.1T
http:aSS1;J;.FQ
http:Cjl';:'~i.Tk
http:Jant:.t:.ry
http:Janue.ry
http:Janu~:.ry

'

CONFIDEMWNSY:  REOTV

540LE Xiw CRT (CCHD i)

b. Supplies during this pericd cffered no problems, The morale of
thz enlicted men and officers was excellent,

e’ AEVP / (. (Lot llieg

EDuw4fD L, AUSTIN
hajor, Field Artillery
Commanding

amnex  M"a'"- Battle Report Gverleaey
annex "oU- Battle Casualty Summary
3 ___uircls,
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EEADQUARTERS
645TH TaNi LooTROYER BATTALICK

APC 45 U, S. Army
1 February 1944.

SUBJECT: Intelligence Summary, Supported Units (45 Div, 3 DIA4, 751 Tk Bn,
645th Prov Inf Co) Sector. 1 Jan to 14 Jen 1944,
Annex to Battle Report for January 1944
Maps: Itely, 1:100,C00, Sheets 1€0 and lél,

Ey front lines 1 Jan 1944: From North to South=M, KONNA CASALE-
k., RCTONLA&-K, NCLINOX west side of AQUAFCNDATARVITICUSO rosd-M, NAJO, On 2 Jan
our patrcls showed ey front lines in north sector as 975262 to 979268, then
from 971267 to 974270 to 968275 to 973290; strong points at M. NCLINO, Hill 960
North, Hill 1040 and Hill 1115. No apparent change in southern sector, Ne major
changes thrwl0 Jan, On 6 Jan, Hill 1000 (972277) occupied by the ey. On 8 Jan,
VITICUSC was reported unoccupied by the ey, but S/4 fire made it inaccessible
to our troops. Cn 9 Jan, Hill 960 was uncccupied by ey and on 10 Jan , Hill
1C00 was no longer in ey control, the ey at that point having withcrawn to
Hill 1225, On 11 Jen, ey abandon d twin pesks of M, MONNA CASALE, M. NOLINO
wes abandoned by ey and also K, SAN ANTO:IO, On 12 Jan, ey occupied positions
on west slopes of M. AQUAFCNDATA (960285) - vic east of Y. FERRO (958275) -
slopes on k. PILE (950253)= slores on right bank of R, ASENSONE, Or 13 Jen
he had been forced to abandon points 95C285, 942286, 930268, 944258, Continued to
re:;ist at 932288 and 929249. PW reports indicated intermediste defense line,
called the "GUSTAV LINE", defined by NCHTE LON.a(9536)-SAN BIAGIO (937346)-
MCITE CROCE (950335)~ the heights west of RAFIDO as far as SAN ELIA-CAS-INC;
with a fingl defense line of VALLERATONDA-PICINISO-~ATINA-SAN ELIA,

Ey gctivity durln; entire period was defensive with limited inf act-
ivity., By arty was light during early part of period, and incressed after 10
of month when our forces began pushing ey back, Ey arty increased whenever
ey expected an attack by us, Weather during early part of period hampered

both sides.

Ey organized ite LLR thinly but in depth; purpose mainly to reduce
casual ties from our artillery., Bunkers occupied by the ey accomodated 5 to ©
men , were three meters deep, 1 meter thick and well camouflaged . Reverse

slopes of hills were strengly organized,

Ey air was noticeable the early part of period, light thruout entire
period.

Units identified were the 71 PGR of the 29th PGD, 132 IR of the 44 Inf
Div, 85 and 100 kitn IRs of the 5th Litn Div,
Disposition of the units during period: 1 Jan to 10 Jan- 2d Bn 100 Mitan Regt in
North (sector of the 179th Inf, relieved aprrox 10 Jen by 3 DIA), 1st and 22 Bns
100 Mtn Regt and elements of the 71 PGR (6 Coy) in the Center and South (sec-
tor of 17 Inf, 751 Tk Bn and 645th TD Prov Inf Co, all relieved by 3 DIA),
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Only clonzes in that pe 1o were re lacement of Lhe elope ity o the 71 pas
by 1 i oof the 132 I in the south un the 7 Or /4 Jen., Ul otler chens » oL
during reric’ vaig prasence of lst and 2 ns of 5L fAn negl bo oo oexrt oo

ric:
~elieve 100 itn Regtl,
Piscellaneous

Ly Byuipment: Cases and projectiles of the Germr-r 105 wrcil s

rberne lovitzzr fou n 5. PIiTK . The pro ellins chsize case hao &
Alrd ! t found in S. PIZTRC area, The pro elling - h
plastic insert (3—3/4 in. in Jiameter) in the bese of thc¢ czse ' hizh blovs oubh
the rear vhei the p.owder is Hdischsrged by lhe explosion of th» n»rimer loc:tc!!
on the cide == just sbove the wmse, The resultent 75l to Lthe rear will

Tl e wall t =2hove th Th Itent £ Lo Ul 12

srectly rosenble that of the rocket nebelwerfer projecter.

r¥ines and Bocby Traps: In the CEFASULLC crea, engincers removal
several mincs that were laid in the tracis left by a truck tire. It scems thot
a vehicle was drivea across the spot sclected for the laying of “hz mines, and
once the mines were laid, their emplacemerts were camouflsysd hy means of = specicl
device to reinstate the tire tracks (or e¢lse by rolling zn empty tire over the
emplacement). Therefore vehicle tracks should not be considers? as bhzing frec fror
danger.

Clothing: 'hite uniforms worn by the mountain troo:s are made of
a sort of denim, They are reversihle and have a sort of lining.

Air: On 7 Jsn, a B-25 with American markings flew over village of
POZZILLI at the same time as the village was subjected to ey arty fire, The
eireraft appesred to¢ be carryinzg out fire control.

For :he aomhan§* g Officer: )
/Dy Sl -

; JRLES HONLE :
;/ Captain F. 4. /’
S8 w2
/

Inclosure No., 1

yl



