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PERIOD COVEREDs 1 March 1944 to 31 March 1944.

1. The first of March found the entire Battalion attached to the 45th Inf-
antry Division, maintaining enti-tank defense in the division sector. This was
no easy matter due to boggy terrain, the constant hammering of enemy artillery ad
the scarcity of protected-good fields #f fire.Requisition far replacesents of X-10
crews had not been filled, but all K-10's were kept rumning using limited erews.,
Twelve K-10's in anti-tank role, in the vicinity of PADIGLIONE, ITALY were kept
manned by retation of erews from Company "A" and Gempany "C", spproximately svery
three days, thus giving the respective crews a much ‘néeded rest from the undwly
heavy eneamy shell-fire in that vicinity. Company "B" CP was lecated five kilometer
north of NETTUNO, near the ANZIO-ROME road provided covering anti-tank fire far -
the 45th Infantry Division left flank with six (6) tank destroyers GMgXts €My
of 877278, and the remainder of the company in mobile reserve at the ay CF;
A rotation system was also effected withis'the company to pfovide relief for the
crews on the line, The Battalion C,P., Rectnnalssance Company C.P., and the Bat-
talion rear echelon were located in the same position as the previous montk,(91320) ——
Reconnaissance Company continued to maintain OP's on the Division's front and ad-

Justed artillery fire on mumerous enemy targets in that sector., They also -dntd.u‘»

road reconnaissance snd reconnoitered for new gun positions,“under the unrelenting <
shell fire thrown by the enemy artillery. W

—*

2, On 3 March 1944, eleven enlisted men were picked from E¥aliquarters Company |
and Reconnaissance Company and transferred to Company "A" te be trained to fill vae-
ancies of ¥~10 crews. The remainder of the Battalion remeined in present positiens \\
and made no contacts with enemy tanks, ITwenty-five Armored Force replacements were yy

received and assigned to the three gun companies on 7 March, The loss of one M-10, ~
suffered by Company "A" by enemy shell fire, was the only change'up td 9 Mareh 1944. P

3. On 10 karch, six guns of Company ¥B¥, on the 45th Infant¥y Division left
flank were relieved by Company "A" of the 701st Tenk Destroyer Battelion, The re-
lieved guns returned to vicinity of 884236, where they remained in mobile reserve,
in support of the 701st Tank Destroyer Battalion. The remainder of Company "B
moved to new position, one kilometer wost of the Battalion G, P.,, snd that night, four
gun positions were dug near the road junction southeast of PADIGLIONE, in preparation
for movement to that area. The above movements were conducted in accordsnoe with
Attack Flan being formulated by this Command to coincide with major attack plam,

"Centipede”, _ T el L ?




vl e —t

BATTLE REPORT (CONT' D) RESTR ! mz 3

Conpany "B" to participate in attack by supporting two regiments of the 45th
Infantry Division,keeping leading tank destroyers well forward to prevent any
eneny tenks from penetrating the infentry. The attack was to have moved up
disgonal road from PADIGLIONE tewards the "Factory" area, and up road directly
north of PADIGLICNE, Company "C", which had relieved Company "A" from anti-
tank positicns in the vicinity of PADIGLIONE, was to remain in reserve and in-
direct fire and shoot up houses and tergets of opportunity in path of the
attack, Reconnaissance Company was to maintain OP's and scout for gun posi-

tions,

4« On 16 March, in accordance with the above plan, Company “C* moved one
(1) six gun battery to vicinity of 938247, and by the following day were re-
gistered on enemy held houses on the 45th Infantry Division's front by Reconn-
aissance Company OP's, On these registrations, a new time shell for the 3"
gun was used and is considered a biz factor in bringing the guns on their tar-
gets quickly. Company "B" moved the second platoon to assembly area, southeast
of PADIGLIOKE. 411 companies conducted extensive reconnaisssnce during this
period to insure a successful completion of the attack plan,

5, On the night of 18 March, "CENTIPELE" gttack plan was called off , and
on the following night, Company "B" relieved Company "A® in the PADIGLIONE seo-
tor using Company "C" to provide covering fire until relief was effected., Com~
pany "C" continued to further harass the enemy by firing interdictory and ob-.
served fire on enemy personnel, vehicles and houses.

',’“"\

6. Heavy enemy shell fire in Company "B" area on 20 March, resulted in four
casualties and one Li~10 was slightly damaged. Saving of the lives of the men
is attributed to a cover devised by this Battalion, made from Half-Track armor
plate, which fits over the open turret. - The following day, Company "C® fired
at a kark VI tank using HE delayed fuze, st a range of 10,000 yards. Many
rounds were fired, two of which were kncwn to be direct hits., Friendly infantry
reported it to be definitely knocked out. Company %C® continued to pound 3%
shells into the enemy with Reconnaissance Company doing most of the observing.
411 fires were reported excellent and direct hits on houses were scored., On
the night of 21 kKarch, one section of the Pioneer platoon, Reconnaissance Com~-
pany, diggingeun pcsitions for Company "B", north of PADIGLICONE, was shelled
and five casualties were sustained, The remainder of the period up to and
including 23 kKarch, proved to be more or less routine with all compsnies re-
ceiving normel enemy shell fire, especidlly in the forward areas and Company
ng" indirect fire positions,

7. Due to the expansion of the 45th Infantry Division's front to in-
clude the C4RANO sector, Company "A", on the night 24 Merch, moved four guns
to vicinity of CARANO to provide anti-tenk deflense for that particuler sector,
Guns were moveC into positions-vacated by the 60lst Tank Destroyer Battalion,
and relief was effected without incident, On the same night, Reconnaissance
Company established a new OP, vicinity of 960294, in addition to the three OP's
already in operation, On 26 March, Company "B¥ lost one M-10 due to enemy shell
fire., Vehicle burned inmediately and was a total loss,
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Company "C" continued to be esctive in artillery role and on the 28th liarch,
moved three gune from the resr battery (937246) and two guns from the forward
battery (535264) back to assembly area, vicinity of Battalion C,P.(913210)

411 was quiet on the companies frcnts excert for continual shell fire and on
30 March, another i ton was destroyeC, On the night, 31 Karch, Company "BH,
accerding to a prearrenged plan, sent two [~10's up the disgonel road west of
FADIGLICNE to fire on house, vicinity of £93303, viere an enemy tenk was be~
lieved to be firing from, The target was marked by white phosrhorcus, fired by
a neighboring Field Artillery Battalion, and forty rounds of APC3DF was poured
into the house by the two ke10's., Results were undetern ined,

, €. The report of Company "C" indirect firing from 16 iiarch to 31 karch is
as followss

HE Snoke Tine Shell  AEC
Total Round Fireds 4655 347 127 1l

largets fireds Enemy tanks, Perscnnel, Houses, Vehicles, Assembly Areas and
Bivouac Areas. _ .

Observers: Reconnsissance Company OP's did most of the observing with Company
ngn,  Infantry OP's send neighboring Field Artillery OP's adjusted

occasiocnelly,

Resultsy Znemy liateriel Destroyeds On some instances direct hits were observed
on enemy perscnnel, vicinity of houses on tne 45th Infantry Division
front, and all fire on hcuses and personnel was reported to be very
effective., On one enemy tank taken under fire, two direct hits were
reported by infantry observers and the tank was definitely knockeC out,
HE delayec fuze was used¢ at a range of 10,000 yards, Iwo enemy vehicles
were destroyed and burned during this period., A smmunition dump and -
sup:ly point that was fired on was set afire and enemy tanks firing were
neutralized, '

9. Training in gunnery, tank driving, mgp reading and radio procedure was
conducted by each urit while in assembly ereas.

10, Brief Summary of Operation: |

The month of liarch was comparatively quiet with only sm&ll groups of enemy
tanks being reported, Anti-tank defense was restricted to one company due to the
limited positions and good fields of fire, but on 24 karch, another platoon was
added to cover additional sector taken over by the 45th Infantry Division, Enemy
artillery was acavy all through this period and resuvlted in the loss of one k=10,
and two (2) , tons of Company “B", Corpany "C" registrations on houses proved in-
veluable., Lost of the houses were used as strong points and vehicles, tanks, and
enemy rerconnel vrovidec inviting targets in their vicinity., Many missions re-
cuested oy the infentry were fired and infantry observers were well satisfied
witn the results.

J-10's Lost: Two (Cne by enemy shell fire and one by mechanicsl difficulties) ‘

4+ ton vehicles: Two (3oth by enemy shell fire). ,
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11, During the montn of Larch, this Eattalicn recéived fifty-five replacexents,
Four officers were attached to the 3attalion for treining during the month of karch.
The combat efficiency of the battalion wassuperior, the morsle of the men was ex-
cellent, and supply of the battalion was good.

12, The folloving changes in ss.igznments znd duties of officers were directecs
2nd Lt, 4GELC P, ..1CCLII1 was assigned to Corpeny 4, as a Compeny officer on 1 kiarcs;
Cn 3 harch, Cartain JudiiY _, i.CaGal was reassigned to the Battalicn, and took over t1e
duties as Liaison Officer; s.X541D SAC.S was rromoted to the rank of Capta:.n, effective
1 i.arch 19..%, and assumeC the Guties of Liaison Cfficer on 7 lkareh 1944; The following
nzmed offlcers were promoted to tiie grade of 1st Lieutenants 2nd Lt., JAXK i, LINDESERG,
efi'ective 24 llarch 1944; 2nd Lt, RC3uXT (. LCORE, effective 24 lLiarch 1944; and 2nd

Lt, LEVULE &, SFELCER, effective 26 March 19.4,

13, Two officers and three enlisted nea wxerz rotated to the United States on
7 karcn 1944; Five enlliste? men were rotated tc the United States on 27 March 1944.
One officer and three enlisted men were rotated to the Urited States omn 30 March 1944.

Edomd (Gt

EDWARD L, AUSTIN
hajor, Field Artillery

dnnex "A" Battle GCasualty Summary Commanding
Annex "BW Battle Rerort Cverlay
3 Incls

Intelligence Summary
Cperation Journals
(1) lhessages
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Levi G, Acuna
Oscar H, Deal
Leroy J. Boyer
Lercy R, Nickerson
Jerry L. Pruett
Jack Passoff
Antonio W. Fepin
Wilfred L. Saucier
Frank Gerard
Thomes O' Connell
Lawrence Hurley
Leo Woodard

.John E, Huls

QR air ¥, Hoover
Carl S. Anderson
Andrew L, Lichkay
Joseph NMarzigle
Williem H, Vedakin
Paul H, Fyles

Arthur L, Greathouse

dlex J. Lelia
Alyre F, Gauthier
William E, Haynurst
Dorsey W. bicDiffett

ANKEX nanm
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ASN

38011134
38017784
35111730
35292445
+20832058
32204686
31098866
31027952
35292106
33178072

20834155 .

20834271
38468257
3529275
37119321
35111588
32244545
20834384
3529211
35291979

33420545
31107327
35292396
35202448

RANK
/s

S/Sgt
T/5
PFC
Crl
4
/5
Pvt
PFC
Pyt
Pvt
Pvt
Pvt
PFC
PFC
PFC
Cpl
S/Set
PFC
Pvt

Pvt
T/5
/5
Cpl
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3 March 44
4 March 44
4 March 44
4 March 44
5 March 44
6 Narch 44
6 March 44
6 March 44
6 Karch 44
19 Xarch 44
20 March 44
20 March 44
20 March 44
20 March 44
A March 44
2 March 44
A March 44
2 kKarch 44
21 Narch 44
4. March 44

25 hiarch 44
28 Xarch 44
28 March 44
30 Lliarch 44

RS

STATUS

Wounded
Wounded
Wounded
Wounded
Wounded
Woundec
Wounded
Wounded
Wounded
Wounded
Wounded
Wounded
Wounded
Wounded
Wounded
Wounded
Wounded
Wounded
Wounded
Killed in
action
Wounded
Wounded
Wlounded
Wounded
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oiboalls Intelligence summery, 45tn Jivision sector
01 L archn to 31 harch 1944
annex to 3attle nerort ror [ arch 1944
«ars: ltaly, oneet 156, I, Il, I1i, I/,

kneny Front Lines: For entire period - see overlasy,

snemy lines were ststic, (nly shifting of note was in the early
part of tne month when enemy mcved back to dug in rositions alonr uJead
wnd doad frem a Zine 500 yards south of the rosd, There enemy proceeded
to irrrove it's rositions, attitude throughout rsriod was entirely de-
fensive, Defensive "attacks" were never made with forces greater than
15C men, anu usually no more than 20 to 30 men were used, Strong-points
were estabvlished around houses, Defensive organization, as usual, was in
Zepih, Armor wze used in small groups of 3 ancd 4 to "terrorize" our front
line units snd also our "rear" areas with low trajectory fire, Theme of
enery sctivity was tc keep us off talance, Succeeded in keeping our troops
on the alert,

svidently, enery supply improved, enabling them to have more smmu-
nition te eyrend. mnemy artillaery wae exceptionslly heavy from 15 karch
to the end of the pericd, being used even sgsinst targets heretofore con-
siderea unprofitsble by them, Heaviest shelling in vicinity of FaDIGLIOh&.
rneported used against NElTUNG=4NZI0 snipplng wus a 350mm gun with a range
of E0 riles,

nery air zctivity fell off considersbly. Sroradic, Few daylight
etienpts were rade on the lort, those attemptec being in force of 25 to 40
rlanes, All Zaylight raides were made early in the morning or in evening,
planes diving out of the sun, Nhight ettempte, though freruent, were not
numercus, These rurely comprised more than a half dozen planes, ususally
not more than one or tvo, =nd the effect sought after sppeared to be "har-
essive" rutner than destructive, Flares,used rrofusely, increased effect,

Units Cprosing - 2 FGD, 29 IGL, 114 1D, 362 1L,

Disposition of eneny unlts durin period: 1 karch to 3 karch - on
the left (179th Inf sector): lst Bn 71 FGR; on the right (180th Inf Sector):
I and 111 Bns 741 Ik, 4 Narch -~ left (179th Inf), III Bn 309 IR; right (180tk
In*), I and I1l Bns 741 Ix, 5 karch - left (179th), One Bn 129 PGR III Bn
3C9 IR; Rright (180th) I Bn 71 1R, € and 7 Karch - Mo change except I Bn
721 Ja in 180th Sector, 8 to 12 March - Division sector reduced, 180th only
“egiment on line, orrosite them were I Bn 721 IA and I and I1I Bn 741 IR,

13 tec 1¢ Larch - No char -e excert II Bn 741 I irstead of I Bn 741 IR, 16

Larchi — Jest (175th), I11 3n 309 IR; right (180th) I 3n 721 I, II and I1J

2ns 741 IR, 114 Hen on%, eni II 5n 1028 FGR., 17 to 22 liarch - No change ex-

cert 11 n 309 instead of I11 bn 309, 23 to 25 harch - bivision Sector enlar;ed .
(see overlay); on the left (179th) II snd III Bns of 29 FGR, on the right

(157th) 114 Ren on, I snd I1I Bns 1028 FGR and 36R2 Ren Bn, 26 to 28 karch -

No change excep* 510 Light ~obile Bn in front of ' 179's left, 29 to 31 liarch-

Cn the left and center L179th) - II 3n 29 PGR, III Bn 29 }Gx? 510 Lt kobile

on %; on tie right (157th} 362 Cav BEn, é0 Eng Bn, one Bn 3

m B




Intelligence Sumwary lont'd).
b.1coCall ahaCls

GAF - German air Force uvivisions comyrise sir force rerscnnel
e~uirped and functicnirg as infentry. Some 22 GAF Civisions have been
icentified several of which are in the 3salkans, four of wnich are in rrance
and the recst in Rueseiz, Crosnization - 2 Inf Regziments, 3 Bns artillery,
including 1 A4 Zn, s .eccnnzissance Jom: any, one 4T 3n and an ang 3n, = Gaf
Divisions include about 1G,C00 men at full strength, I.anpower shortsge
forced the Germzn High Command to commit the 22 GAF Zngr on to the Anzic
front as infentry,

Booby Trepped Telephone Line - linemen, while reeling in a disused
British csble in the MCaIOl + ares, observed it tc pass under e stone., In-
stead of pulling the catle, he lifted the stone., Under the stone the cable
wzs threade:. tnrough a 36 grensde, Hed the lineman pulled the line, it would

have exploded,

Fleme Thrower - An old tyre flame thrower, (Type KLIZF) was captured
by 180tk Inf end is descrited as Tollows: 4 pack type thrower, carried hori-
zontally on the back, neld in place by shoulder end waist straps, fuel is
sald to be a mixture of creosote oll and gasoline snd is ignited by action cf
hydrogen snd nitrogen on a hot wire, The effective range is 20 meters &nd
with 2/3 second bursts, it will last for 20-30 seconds,

Sooby Trapped "S" bhine - 4 German “S" mine with anti-1ifting device
was encountered by 36th zZngr C Regiment, Descripticn of anti-lifting device -
ZZ 35 Pull lgniter, one half (3) pound block of TNT, twelve inch (12") wooden
steke. The wooden stske was driven two inches below top of "S" mine with pre-
psred chsrge wired on stske, Strand of wire from igniter to band of light
wire about one inch below top of "S" mine, detonates charge when mine is 1lifted,
Sides and base of mines should be checked before 1ifting.

SUCEKCEX ANDOS - Contacted by SFF, Described as suicidal fanatical
troops, whose rule is never to be captured alive, Cne reprort is to the effect
that many of them are ex-convicts who are given a chance to wipe out their
past. They receive better rations than other troors snd receive twelve in-
stead of six cigerettes per day. The marking on their right breast is a silver
lightning rod with an arrow through it, .

ITALIAN TROOF5 1IN GERLAN ALY - Italian units still fight for the
Germans, Opposing the SFF were identified the SAN kARCO karines, They have
naval rank and wear navhl insignia, Although their proper functicn is in
combined operations, during the present war, they were employed mainly as
port defense trocps or to man coast defense guns or as ordinary infantry,
which latter role was theirs on the Beach-head., Regiment in strength com-
prises three Bns of four companies, each about 120 men, organized into three
plsetoons,

Numbers as Fasswords -~ Sturm Regiment used numbers as passwords, If
nurber "15" is the number, the guard will call any number from one to four-
teen, and the apprroaching person will then give the number to make the tctal
m5" &x: Guard -"10", person "5",

%
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