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HEADQUARTERS 
645'l'H TANK DESTROIER BATTALION 

!PO 45, U S ARJa 

Subject' Battle Report I fv\,~" ~ 

To I CODEand1ng General, Fifth P'rq, APO 464, U S ArIf' 

Map Referencea Sheet 158, l/loo,ooo, ltaq 

su!WW OF OPElW.'IOI 

1. Emplo1JDBnt of Enem.r Armer 
At no time during this period with the 45th Intantry Dirt.leD did 8D81Q' 

tanks attempt to penetrate our lines. There ftre several report. trca tile ~ 
try of tank DBSSing and movement at night. Howe"r, doDlt ooal.cl be o~. 
One adV8.DCing .tank" turned out to 't. &Il Amnn1tiOil truck, the drivel" bartDc 
lost li'is wq. The enemy used hi' tanks and SP iUJl8 s1Dgq tor A'l or ~1Dc 
missions,. The usual ·strong point· Sl"Btem of detense pren.1W. 

In our action with the FSSF the GerlElB coanter-attacJrad with iatuWl 
and tanks CI This VlSS broken up and at no other t1.- did ~.t~ to ,... 
trate the lines. 

2. Employment or TDs 
This period was unique in that the major1t7 or oar TOs were ellploJ8cl,u 

assault guns. We attempted to operate with t..aDke and were llUCC8sstul despite ' 
the laok of combined training and cOllllll1Dications difficulties. 1'hU of CCAJr88 
caused IIIBllY losses due to mines, AT fire, and artille17. The _n aDd Q,ft1cers 
suffered from exhaustion as it was impossible to make etfecti" relJ.ef over suab 
a prolonged period of attack. However, a new assurance baa denloped 1D tAft 
Battalion as casualties were comparatlve17 light. Our tire wu etrect1,.. aid 
the men saw the ,iDtantry exploit our targets. An ent1re:q DeW teel.iDc Oil ~.. 
work developed which will make this unit a better aggressift soaroe of poar. 
I think it is dangerous to use too ~ ot our TOs for such miNiODS, ~t i' 
was generallY' agreed that one platoon per compalV would be reali' tar ....ut 
missions. ,,' 

,The terrai!J. was increasingly sood tor crOS8 oountI7 ~_nt with pleU't7 
ot cover. Platoon and gun commanders showed initiative and judge_nt in ..:t:l.Dc 
foot reconnaissance whereever possible. 

The only tank fight that occurred was engaged in 'b;y ·C· COIIpUV' duriDg 
their attachment to the FSSF. Six);l{ VI tanks aoved up to the tront lJJJe and 
opened up on our tanks am rna. The LIt VIa wcceeded in knock1 ng out fc:JGr III'I. 
and two TDs o In the maant1JE, the TDa kDock.ed out three ot the enelQ' taDt.8 at 
which time they withdrew. During this phase with the PSSl enallT 1I1De. _N 
placed very thickly' in the tields and roe.ds trOll our front line to 1000 1Uda 
ant. This caused IIIa11Y casualties among our armor. After that line Waa 1:rotea 
very rew eneIV mines were experienced. Arter this great loss ot our tant.s aJMl 
TDs ,we, received a com~ from the 636th Tn BIl. This unit 1raa used in an attack 
supported by infant.l:7'. It was very S\lOcesstul. Spiked logs were pulled behiJid 
the armor in order to clear AP mines tor the infantr')". 

DuriJlg the phase with the 45th Intantri Div1.1m all of our m1.S10D8 _re 
assault tire. IIaD;y emIlY strollS point. were deot1'f>78Ci br .... TIl tire. .. " 
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Battle Report (Cont'd) 

mines were sown before the initial lines were broken. After that verr tew were 
found. Practically all our movements were cross country. 

Liaison officers were assigned to each assault intantrr reg1sent q, oar 
Battalion Headquarterso The companies supplied liaision otficers to the assault 
infantry battalion they were supporting. 

PART I 
1 ray 19LJ. to 22 VJaY' 19LJ. (inclusive). 

1. General: 
The period was spent in Anti-tank defense ot 45th Intantrr D1Y1sion sec­

tor, indirect tiring, and preparation for .t\1ture operati01'll. 

2. Anti-tank Defenael (see overl.ay'). 
(a) A CODlpfl!V'J Six guns mainta1Ded AT defense in CARANO sector trc. 1 Mq ­

6 ),By 1944. Two gims were in AT position in CAlWl) sector 6 Mq - 10 _ 1944. 
10 Mq - 22 May' six guns were in Anti-tank poeitlon in CARANO sect.ar. 

(b) B CODlpBlJ1'J Twelve guns maintained AT detense ot PADIGLIOD 88Ctcr 1 ~ 
- 6 ltBy 1944.. Fcor guns were in AT position in sea sector 6 MIT - lD _ 1944. 
10 IiBy - 20 ~ 1944 twelve guns were in AT position in PADIGLIOHI MCtor. ..a. 
night ot 20 ~ 1944 eight guns were rel1eftd in po81t1on bT eight CUM of B C ... 
paIV 894th TP Bn. 

(c) C COJllI>Sl\YI Compa.n;y in Battalion Reserve 1 IIQ' - 6 _ 1944. COIIIpUV' re­
lieved crews ot e1ibt guns or B COIIp&IJ1' and tOll1" guDa ot , C,.,..p... the Id&ht at 
6 ~ 1944. CClIIlp&ZV' returned to Battalion Reee1"N 10 ~ 1944. 

(d) No row:xis tired in AT poeit1au. 

3. Indirect F1rilIcJ t C~ ainta1ned tour gun batte17 (_e OYerlq) duJ1.DJ 
tI1s period. Ba.tter;y tired total. ot 2160 rCQDds BI, 211 l"CIIW'JIb SIIaIDe, uri 17 
rounds Time Shell, a total or 39 obeel'ftd m1ssioae and 2, UIIObserncl 1Ii••1-.. 
Targets were hawse., peraoDD8l, vehicles, taW, aDd baraa.1Dc ad. 1Dterao.tt_ 
·tires. . . 

4. ReconnaiS8&DCe COIIpIlI;V'I Ma1nta1D8d 0Pa aDd adjuated t1n ~ 1'De aDIl Anu.:a.r,. 
OPs taken over bJr tD COIIp&nies 7 IiaT 1944. Becoma1saJJOe C..-. II8Dt CMt ~ 
sODDS1 wi th 1nf'&ntr7 patrols to check tern.1rl. ec.pa.ao- &lito .....tiNJw . ,-U_ 
in preparati~ t~ ta.ture operat~OIUI. 

5. Night, Operatlaoal 
(a> N1,ght operations were tew. On several n1chte guJUI wre .... t~ to 

tire at possible ena. tanks cOlliDg toards our line. at D1Iht. 110 t1r1ac .. 
done. 

(b) The night 30 AprU - 1 Ih7 1944, one platoon C C~'V' &Ill ODe plat.eca BeeOD­
naissance COIIIJ?8lV' supported FSSF in early' morning raid on CBRRm'O ALTO. TDII_ot 
up houses, canred ad'ftDC8 of tanka, cd witlmrawal of al~ 1UIit.. Becoru:.J......,. 
platoons removed mines. 

6. 	 II1scellaDeawu 
Ca> Three otticers attended Air OP Schoo1 tbe tint. ...11: ..,. 1944. 
(b) W. officers, tactioallt oODCe1"l*l, __ urial recoDM1a.... til oePILl .... 

ion With operati0D8 23 JIaJr 1944. 
(c) 	 C CO'IpIDT and RecoDD&1.8&11C8·C~ rebMne4 with nsr 1a pNpuUl_ 
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Battle Report (Coat'd) 

tor 23· IIQ' 1944 op81"&tto..
(d) BD CO, 8-1, 8-2,' 8-3, two l1a1.on otticer., C COIIJ)UrI', &Dl Becozma1.8&DC8 

CompaIV' usellhled 111 rsar aectcl". 

p~ II 
23 MIl' 1CWt - 25 1117 1944 (i.Dew1") 

NIrf-W 
, 

·26 ..,lf44 --31 _ U-Jr=Ift) 

1. 




Battle Bepcrt (CODt'4). 

tro. att.actment to u. '!lie BattaliOD c_tiaae4 to 11"- OlOM A'l aD4 ...-It 
apport to 45th lJItantl7 J)i'f'1s1ca. . 

2. 26 ~ 1944. 1m CP located 94.J2JIl. two guD8 of • C~ eli..bled bJ 1Ibe~ 
tire mt np&1rH. 1Itc00000.s... Ccwpa.. rellOftd 1I1De. 1D Y101a1t7 PADIWOD 
north-saat.aa roe4. BattaliOD wait1Da 011 br1dp to be put 111 acroes 8PMlC.&aSI 
CRIll aDd _14 there t. D1Pt. c ec.pa.". expeB4ed 52 rOllDds OIl h~.. liDe 
eD8IIT u..a npo1"'W ~ daT bat. 0Dl.7'- two oODtirMd .. e • ..,.. 

3. :n.,. 1944. 
IDt&11tr7 adftDCe4 aDd lr14ce pit 1D onr SP.ACC.ASSI CREEl bT l2OOB~ DariDg 

atterDOOD B ~ Crotlaed UDder conr1Dg tin of C CCWPDl' am attacked. pU1 
baDe UJ4 etrODfQ)01Dt.8 alODg lett tluIt ot l8Ot.h IDt&lltl7. 'l'IIe Dight of 2'1 Ia7 
all COIIIpaDUS croa..d SPAOOASSI CREEl. Platooa attached to 19let TaDt BD re­
turned to Battalion control. Two II-lOa d,i_bled b7 llinasi reconrecl. 

4. 28 Mv 1944 to 31 Mv 1944. 
!De oont1nuecl to gift close aupport to iDtantr;r aDd tanks. Fired OIl hoane 

and etroDCP01D't8. IDt&ntr7 at tb1e tt. IIOri.III very elowl1'. BecoDD&1sauaoe 
CCWJlNV' a1Dta1Ded OP~. ...,. taDt report few and at artille!7 range ~. 

5. lI1ecell...GIWII 
Darial this period. C10M liaison .. ~ with iIltant17 d,GIIm to Bat­

talion &Dd, in iutaDoee, o~D1e.. CODtact wu I8de da1l7 with Britlah ad 
34th IDtUItrJ Dinsloa. 

EDW.ARl) L • .ltJSTDI­
Lt Col PA. 
Cc-..n41Dg 

*** 2 inole 

Annex ••• Battle Casua1t7 SwIIIDar7 
ADDex ·B" Battle Report O'1erla7 
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NAME 	 ~ ASm OltGMFZATION STATUS DATI 

Kenneth H Wood 32192818 TI5 CoA Wounded 3 May
Robert S Fox 33497549 Tis CoB Wounded 3 May
Henry Gilbert 31111931 Tis CoB Wounded 3 May
G:orge Morawczyk '5111815 PFC CoB Wounded 3 May
Richard E. Bortner 33580339 Pvt CoB Wounded 21 May 
Francis P. DiM attio 32263818 .,._Cpl CoA Wounded 23 May 
D3ward W. Floyd 38017690 Sgt CoO Wounded 2311ay 
Cary L. Baumwart a>8))485 T/5 COO Wounded 231(ay 
Fred E Hurdman 01823004 1st Lt COO Wounded 2314ay 
Will ard W. Emerson 01822684 1st Lt Ren Co Wounded 2311ay 
Harry A. Slni th 1))777408 Pvt Co Ben Wounded 23 May 
Henry R. Williams 38017998 Pvt COO Wounded 23 May 
John W. McPhail 38017669 'PI COO Wounded 2314ay 
Peter F. Castellano 3110'5765 PFO CoO Wounded 23 May 
l'ii11iam H Rinehart 3641$452 Pvt CoO 1U1ed 23 Mq 
Robert H Moore 01823332 . 1st Lt coo IDled 23 May 
Earl C Watson 30010432 S/Sgt Ben Co IDled 23Ma7 
Oharles D Evans 38017713 T/5 COO Injured 23 IIlq 
Leo J Cantin 11061665 Pvt Ben Co Wounded 23 Mq 
Paul R. Pyles 35492412 PlO Ben Co Wounded 23 J4q 
Robert E. Bail ey 35492412 TiS CoA Wounded 23 M&7 
Guy E Af,p1e 36419910 Pvt CoO Wounded 23 M&7 
LaurE.nce W. Rhoads 35491840 Sgt COO Wounded 23 May 
Elmer W. Kelly 3549ZXJ7 Pvt Ren Co Injured 23 May 
Von L. :I/heeler 38011123 Pvt COO Wounded 23 May 
Jesse K Hess 33496106 Pvt COO Wounded 2311ay 
Harry A. He~ett 35111743 PFC Ben Co Wounded 2311&7 
WilJ iam A. Hoffuan 33495238 Pvt lledDet Wounded 2,31181' 

."..,'" Herman J. Hi~t 35:82446 PFC Ben Co Wounded 	 23 11&7 
2311qDeward C. 'iihetstone 38018032 Pvt Ben Co Wounded 

Harold R.. Burgess 38010432 Sgt CoA Wounded 25J1q 
William B.McAuliffe 31112146 Cpl CoA Wounded 25 Jlq 

Wounded 26 11&7Wal ter Homicz S 32852535 Pvt CoA 
Wilbur H Plu:nr ..er 351105 ':5) PFC CoA Wounded 26 1487 

Pvt 	 Wounded 2611&7Oliver P. Poncia 391a>1(fJ Co" 
A1 vin C. New,,- an 38017991 a/Sgt ao4 Wounded 261487 

George E. Riale 33550086 Pvt CoO Wounded 2611ay 
Wounded 261187Brank H. Hrmodka '57119317 Sgt CoA 

'21)(87Philip A. Doherty 01167809 1st Lt CoB lfounded 
Injured 33llayAnthony J. Orl ando 31145774 T/5 CoB 

491187George Vi. Rowan 34707782 Pvt CoB Wounded 
Ren Co Wounded llMqRaymond A. BErt 35 ':8 ZJ57 Pvt 
Reo 	 WoundedVincent R. Kuhn lZJ54943 Sgt Co 	 31 liiar 

Wounded 3l14qPvt CoCClyde steven~on 35797707 
Wounded llMay

ClJde L. Rinner ':5)830628 T/5 COC 
Wounded 3lliayPFC CoBGeorge E. Daniels 36':82589 
Injured 3l.I/I.ay1st Lt Hq CoVernon S SInel tzer 01822741 

Ernest F Farmer 34361231. iTt Hq Co Injured 31~q 

Dil:arco, ALfred Ii 3505331tO Pvt Ren Co Wounded 23 ~ai ,0 
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