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1 :~arch 1945 

SlJBJB'lT I Report After Action Against the Enemy. 

TO: '!he. Adjutant General, 

washington 25, D. c. 


I 
, 1. In COD!Plianoe with the provisions of par 10 CZ, AR 345-105, sub­

mitted below is report after action against the ene~ for the 654th Tank 
DatrOyer Battalion covering the period 1-28 }o'ebru.ar1 1945. 

February 1, 1945 

. ­
Bat:t&llon ·enroute from at Jti,hiel, France, closed at Dalbem, Belgium 

at 0600 hO)lrs. Distance travelled 179 miles. Gun companies performlng 
maintenance 'Work. Track vehicles of "BIt and "C" companies still enroute 
by rail. No cuualties of vehicles or personnel. 

February 2, 1945. 
. 

Comand Post remained in Dalhem, Belgium. Companies continued main­
"teD&nce'1rork. No contact with enCi1lJ1)". Battalion remained in reserve., ­
3Sih ])lfantl7 Division. 

Februar:r 3) 1945 

, C~ Pc?at remained in Dalhem, Belgium. companies performing Motor 
'i 	 ~1lteD&DCe. Tracked vehicles of DB- and "C. companies arrived in Vise, 

B81g.l._ &t 0900 hours, and arrived in· c~ area at 1200 hours. Battalion 
had no ca.sultiee of vehicles or personnel. 

February 4, 194$ 

, , ' COJIIIlWldPost closed at D&lhem, Beigium at 1300 hours and opened at· 
I'. 

.,"'- ... ,	....l~, ~ at 1600 hours •. Distance travelled 39 miles. All companies 
n..;hwd in J)al.hem, Belgium, ,performing motor maintenance. company canmand­
era made separate reCO~S8&DO. or entire division sector tar'routes and',. aati-tuk p081tiona. No casualties ot vehicles or persomel. 



,'. , ., ., . ,.'.. :; .\ . 

February 6, 1945 

COIIID&nd Fost reained- in augeit, Gemany. Gun companiel!l remained in 
..j~ areas p6J.1tOl"llling maiDteDanCe 'Work. C onpanl" commanders continued 
to' 'mi.ke .eparate· ~ccmnail!lsan.ce of division'sector for anti-tank positions. 
No ~. in aSs1~Dt 01' attachment. No casualties of vehicles or per­
8omel. 

February 7, 1945 

," ': CopiDand PoSt l'UIained in oangelt, Ge:rmany in Division reserve. Gun 
cOmpanies' contiDU8~ i~ reSpective assembly areas prepared· for immediate 
movement to recoDl1oi'Hred anti..tank positions to meet enemy armor. All 
companies Uultaining contact with adjacent units. No casualties of ve­
hicles or persohnel. 26 11105 operationa.l. 

February 8, 1945 

command· pOst remained in GanGelt, Germany. Gun cO!l'..panies in assembly 
areas, prepared for move~nt to reconnoitf.:red anti-tank positior...5 to ward 
off enemy armor. no contact with en6lInY. 

li'ebruary 9, 1945 

Cor.unand Post remainee l.n Gangelt, 3arma..'1Y. (Iun co!n}x.inies continued in 
respective a.ssembly areas prepared to :-nove immedia.tely to recormo;j.tered pos­
itions to Yfard off any thre::l.t of enemy armor•. No casualties of vehicles -or 
personnel. 

FebruaF,f 10, 1945 

. com-rnand Post remained in Qans:;elt, Germany. No chance in assignment or 
attachment. f1un companies remained in respective assembly areas prepal'ed. to 
move immediately to previously recon.'1oitared positions to ViaI'd off' enemy 
armor. No contact wi th enemy. No casualties of vehicles or personn,el. 

February 11, '1945 

Camnand post remained in Gan:;elt, Cermart-'. Fo chan;;e in assi JllIlent or 
attachn~ent. :Fifteen re:~ni'orcE:ments received from. 18th ~~eini'orcemt.nt llepot, 
and assigneci to EeCirll~ua!"ters Com:Jany. Gun co.:1p.:inies continued in respect­
ive asseDb1y areas, pre:Jare.d to ;"ove imr:~ediatel:.; to reconnoi te:red positiom 
to meet enemy armor. :.'0 conti..>..ct '.r:.th enemy, c.;,n:.. no casua::.:tics of verLL.::Jes 
or personnel. 26 ::10::; operational. 

C<r:.r.:md post re!.LineG. in Gan~:(:lt, .It.rr,~i.ll\j''. Gun cO:'J.::--.f.Jni(;;;S con~lnl1e(1 
)_11. res;:(;ctive aS0embl-y 0.1'8as, prer',,'.."'::'. +'01' l"~'er1l'ate "0-:;-( "'11.1""'0 . ..., o't - _~- - • .:. .,U ~ "', ,,' ;L'~.J V r~'2o.m l. ,,­
area. anti-tank poaiti::;,:-.s to r,SGt eneqy J.r::.or. 3 oi.'i':i..c:,;rc:. <::1(: JU 2_-.~:'stsd 
~e~ un?c;r~:oing ins~ructicns or. i]6 r:an1: :Jcstroy:.:rs at 77lst Tank !.)estroyer 
.0a'tt:lhon. :=:attallon had no casualties of vehlO cles 0 ,. l' perso.1'1;__ • 

FebruaI"J 13, 1945 
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:!:'ebrua.ry 13, 1945 

~O _.,an:; 1'0Gt rEn:'3.H.8G. in (;angelt, ''":-ermany. I;i.ei..:.tenant SV.l.ii. ar::.d tHO 

-'1'; ,_.:, ,c ....••. ~ r1~"··"r'+c'll .?".~ r''''I-:,l'''''d 0'- l"·,,,,10":l' '",... CO-:--j"Y";es con t;r1ued "'1
'~~ _L...&...J V_u. ......... A .. _. __ , ...... u ........ __ oJ. ~_ .. ::,; ~.L, J.! IwLJ". _ -u.1.- J""'.... j:11 t.,;;\......... ... .. _'" _~. 


~1es.)(;c-c,ivC:: :::':::;'::,;.;·.:;l/-irea:::;, prepared. to r.:ove to,Jreviousl.,r recoIll1oitE:re(1 a!1ti ­
t.;:ml: positions to ward off enemy a!'::lor. :~o cha~-)~ :....1 as;i'_;nmbnt or attach­
:Jent. 

CO>J7~-:.n:.: po::,t. ""';;;:laine<1 in Gtlnt:;elt,.:..:e1';-2.ni. Lieutenant Colonel =.in~jon, 
Batt~:.J.:L on Com::-.aIluer, and ei:ht e::-:.li.5 tel~ f:en, .:evu·tecl on s eV0n-<.tay l8<lve -;:'0 

Jreat 3ritain. Ca:)tain D. L. Benton, Jr. ~ assumed cOlTunand of battalion. 
Sixteen rei.aforcements received and ass~_ ::;ned to Eeadciuarters CO:l)any. Gun 
cc::.'-vies continue l] in respective asse~ly areas, prepared to move to re­
GO:'ll1oitt;:::'ed ~)ositions to ward off enc!l1.Y armor. 

February 15, 1945 

Command post remained in uangelt, Germany. Battalion in Division R~­

serve. HO' contact .vith enemy. 


february 16, 1945 

Con.::and Post remained in .:;.angelt, Germarv. Sergeant zenos L. Pritchett 
awarded the Bronze star },:edal, at (J€i1enldrcl:en, Germany, by CaPtain John 
Zach•. lr. Armbruster, Technical Observer on Tank Destroyers, for Gener&l 
1Lotors, visited cor.-";'Iland post. "Bit ana "cn companies receivedJ..5 lO6 B-1 
'.rank DestrO".(6rs, from 35lst Ordnance. . ' 

!<'ebruary 17, 1945 ....'. . 

CO:mr.J.and pOst remained in. Gangelt; Germany. Gun cOl:'.panies re~iving in­
structions on Jr36 Tank Destroyers. Lieutenauts Dunne and Ol!~eara, respect­
ive~, and th1iteen enlisted men departed on 72-hour pass to Paris, France. 
"Alt Company continued in assembly area, prepared for immediate movement to 
reconnoitered anti-tank positions to~meet' enemy ~nnor. "A" Comp&Il\Y recaived 
4 i136Bl Tank Destroyers from 3512 Or~ce. ncn Company received 5 Jl36Bl 
'l'ank Destroyers from 3512 Ordnance. "Bw" "c" and Recormaissance companies, 
respectiveq,. remained in assemb~ area J!eceiving instructions on new de.~ 
troyers. . , . 

Febru![l 18t 19h5 

CoIimand post remained' in aangelt,Germazv".· \.No dwlp' ~'''.~t or" 
attachment. companies continued in ~spective aSseablJ ....~,.~ t_ ' 
inDediate movement to reconnoitered anti-tank poa1ticaa ,toDlMtl........... 
One Reconnaissance Platoon' attached to "B" C~, &lid " 8sanC4t 

Platoon attached to "c" C~. Tuak ~'t.roIV .~.'..,,~ac:.!ILzl 
regarding 11ft' type of Tank DeIIt~N~, ..~. OUUil.altJl.. 
sonnel. l2 110.0s and '24 J(36a ope.ratioMl,.;­

~ ," • .'"I , " 

·1" .' 

, F~brus:e~' ~~'~'''~P'·~'''''5:'.''-<>' 
command post rema1Mcl.. ~. ~lt, ~... 
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attachment. F1N~ UeuteDQt Arthur, I.. Ellis, 0-465248, awarded the i3ronze 
'S~ )(edal, ~'<iC.aftaiD Ber1'7, at 1lS5' hours, in the vicinity of Geilenldrchen,.. 

'j', :, ~., (JUl,oc.panjea oontinued in respective assembly areas, prepared for 
, ~~: 

I ~ 


" , 
".',Wte. Jiof."t: to' NcOnDoiter,ea positions to meet enemy armor. 
". - ~.« ! ~,:. -', • 

", '\ Fe~ 20, ,1945 

, '~~' 
 ',.

, J t •

'0< £ nd'Poet :l'Uiained. in Qangelt, Qerm&I\Y. Technician FC?urth Grade 
(]aatti~D 'L:traa1w,' "0" C~, aarded the Bronze star l.~dal, at Geilenkirchen, 
~•. tv' aapt&1D Berr,-, a:t 175, hOUrs. TWo'rounds of enemy heavy artillery 
landed in vieinit,. of C<Xllland,Post, ~t 0030 hours. No casualties in vehicles 
or personnel,. oun cQnpanies continued in respective assembly areas, prepared 
for immediate aovameDt to reconnoitered anti-tank positions to meet enemw armor. 
11w'Caupan,. fued 80 rounds 90nm 'Um1un1tion on training, morning of 20 February; 
101 G~' £1Hd..the.same amount' fer training purposes in the afternoon of 20 
Feb~." " 

February n, 194, 

C();W-land POst remained in Gangelt, Germany. captain Ec:bfin H. ,Berry, "C" 
company, and First Lieutenant :,:ax 'crosman, of Headquarter Cc,!npany, transferred 
to Headquarters, Headquarters cor.lpany; 12th TaIl.k Destroyer Group. l"irst Lieu­
tenant Scott P. Cooper assumed command of "c" Co~y. "Btl and "C" companies, 
respectively, turned in four 1O.0s and dreW four 1,{36s in their place. Gun 
companies conti~~ed in respective assembly areas, prepared for immediate move­
nent to reconnoitered positions to meet enemy armor. Tank Destroyer crevTs 
contimied ,to receive training on 1B6s. ":a" Company fired 80 rounds 90mm 
a.mmuiti.tiorl for training, morning of 21 February. ITo contact "'with r '. ~. No 
casualties of vehicles or personnel. ' 

February 22, 1945 

COJIDDand Post renained in C--a.ngelt, Germa~. ~Jo cr.ange in assi,;nment or 
attacliment. Five reinforcements received and assigned to Headquarters COYnpcny. 
Gun compa~ies continued in respective 'assembly 'areas, prepared for inmediate 
movement to recormoitered positiona to meet eneI'I\Y armor. Each Gun compaITJ 
fired 40 round.s of 90mlli amnunition for tra,ininc this date. Reconnaissance 
Company captured two :!pies in vicinity of Bir~ci.en, sen:lany, coor±i.nates 
828693. "A" Company received four (4) !j6s fi'O!:l. 3:)12 Ordnance. 35 :36s oper­
ational. 

" February 23, 1945 

Cor:unand Post remained in Gangelt, GeI'lila.ny~ ~:o change in assidlIllent or 
attachment. Gun com~)anies continued in respective assembl~r areas rrl th "A" 
and "c" companies, respectively, prepared to cross Roer i1iver, on T)ivis~on 
Order. II;]" Company in Division Reserve. "A" COj,lpa1":~ in drect support of 
134tli Infantry H,eziIJent. "c" Compazv in cdrect support of 320 Infantry , 
Regiment. !';O casualties in vehicles or personnel. 36 1365 operational. 

February 24, 1945 

Battalion remained in Division !~eserve.'1un Co'~p:l,nics continu6d i!1 
res,ective assembly a:r',s in Division l~escrve. Tank ''':)r "::'o:rer ere-riS 80n- • 

....... 
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tiilll.ed trainin.s on 136s. "G" C;ompanJ- in cirect support of 320th Infantry 
~'(;;r:i_·l.nt, C'.!1.::~ rearly to DOVe. i'Or-\li_:r\.~ at any thre?t of enertf arnor. 

Februar~T 25, 194;; 

command Post rena.ined unchanGed in ;JivisiQn !~eserve, in ;Jans:elt, (jerrr.any. 

Four reinforcelOOnts received and assigned to Eeaclq"J.u.lt.ers CO'"-l)all:r IIA"Jo\02~-:y, 


supporting 13uth Infantry Eecinant. u-::-n COLl:)aYlY, sw)portin;: 13','th ::::nf{:mtry 

Eegiment, moving under cover of darkness to coordinates 9'('7715. IIGII~cr.-'I~a:q, 

in cirect support of 320th Infant:rJ f(er.i,:.ent. 3rd pl:.ttoo~ of 11:;11 r:,c"):n::)any, 

fired 63 rounds of 90mm AP alJllnur.ition dan:.a.e;ing or ciestro~~':ng 12 en~ pi]_l­

boxes on East side of Roer River; fired 20 rO·..lnds 9Omr:l m: into tovm of 

1::ri~ke1burger, tilli.ng approximately ,0 r.:ermans. One Reconnaissance platoon 

attached to each gun company. 1:0 casualties to vehicles or personnel. 


Fehruary ?6, 1945 

command Post remained in GanGelt, GerIJ'l.any. TWo reinforcements received 

and assi2Iled to Headquarters COI!l)'J.ny. Four enlisted. men departed for Great 

3ritain, on 7-day furlouGh. COT:lpany "A" left old area at Schier.mldenrath, 

Gerr.any, at 0600 hours and ar-,:1.ved at Randerath, Germany, at 0700 hours. 

l)ist,:mce travelled 10 miles. 1I:~1I COEpany !'!lovee. f1'0:1 vicinity of Gillrath, 

r;err.-,a..'1Y at 1400 hours and arrlvod at ;3aal, Jermany, at 0430 hoUrs. D:i.stance 

trvelc.-d 15 miles. COl:1pany IIGn, with one }teconnaissance platoon; ai-tache:d in 

di !'E:0t support of 320th Infa.ntry Regi:-.1ent. '!he ~~d Platoon·from fir:;..ng pos­

ition at Hap Coordinate 881764, fired 26 rounds APe, 7 rounds T-I05,. and 6 

rounds HE, as a feint, in su:)port of the l34th InfantrJ ne:;iment. ues.trQyed 

3 pillboxes across the Hoer I:iver and fOlOr buildings, used as stronepoints 

in the town of cusoack, -;.errnany. Enenw casualties unknown. No casualties 

of vehicles or perso~~el. 


l·'cbruary 27, 1945 

command POSt closed at Gan6elt, Germaqy at 1400 hours and opened at 
Grebben, G7rmu;r, at 1500 hours •. Distance travelled 20 miles. Company "A" 
closed at :aanderath, Gel1nany at 1300 hours and opened at Hulckel:hoven, 
Germany at 1400 hours. Continued in support of 134th Infantry Regiment, 
3rd. platoon destroyed one enemy 40mm anti-tank eun in the vicinity of 
Schaufenberg, coordinates 92.3743. liB" Company, in support of the l37th 
Infantry Regiment. 3rd Platoon destroyed one enemy 20nun anti-tank gun in 
the vicinity of coordinates 9417, with 5 rounds of .~Omm HE amnwaition. "c" 
Company con"liinued in di.rect support of 320th Infantry Regiment. No casualties 
of vehicles or personnel. 

February 28, 194$ 

Command Post closed at Grebben, at l420 hours and opened'at Wassenberg 
Ger.nany, a.t 1955 hours. Distance travelled - six (6) miles. nAn CO!l1~ , 
cloS~d at ~~ckelhoven, Ger.ma~ at 0900 hours and opened at Wassen~, 1010 hours. 
Cont~nued ~n support 134th Infant.l"Y.~ "Bn Company closed at Hou~h, Germa.~ 
at 1130 hours and opened in vicinity ·of ],tyhJ., aerma.~ at 1300 hours and continued . 
in support of' 137 Infantry. . 
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2nd Platoon fired 20 rouncls 9Gmmo HE' aminurdtlon into toWn of 'l,~hl, niz,ht of ,. 
27),?ebruary."ltc.,C~~~~ !laW"part ?f 'l'Mk.)?r?,~. BYrne; ,:c~ptur~d one' px:isoner. 
captain John'S~fley,,'·RecOl1l1B.issance Com~y··awarded tbe ,Bronze star at 1100 
hOu':i:'S bY capt'i:l:n D;;.~t~ °Benti:m., \:'Eo ~casualties 0/- vehicles' or persorl.'1el.

"'"• ... ~ :1'; ... : '.,""' ,- .. ,"}" ~. 

Killed'in.Action: 
. ~.is·s ing .in .Actit~m: . 
'Wounded in Aation:, .: 
Injured in Ac-tiQn: (. 
:~on-battle neath 

-, .... -"~ • 

---______t,Cas:uaJ..t,ias '" , . , 

I 
I 

Officers: 0 Enlisted 1,Ien: 0 

Officers: 0 Enlisted lten: 0 

Offic~:rs·:, E> ,": Eilli&'6ed Len: Q 


~ Ofiicers::O'.·' . Enlisted·j·en: 0 
 I...:. Officers :' 0 : . Enlisted }£i:n: 0 
I 

..Br0tlze ;;;\ar· 
~6il{:"1~a{-cll.lste-r to l~ronze Sta.r :"; , ­
Air ~ :edal: .;' C"'·~··r-

Certificate of Herit ... 

; 
'-.. 

i '." -~. :J:;Qfficert/:~;Enlisted ' ~,~en: :) 
'-Offiee~s~l .. '~nl,;isted !:r.en:"O , 

OfficeTs: 1·' : '~:Bted L~n: 0 ,1 
.. Officers: () .~isted' Uen: 20 : 

, I 
••-,. -·"'!f 

Total nur;~ber of enemy 9risoners captured: 'lwo 
I . 

For' Lie CO;T;2anC1i~'1C Off~cer :~'" ~ . ':.. ' . ~ ".t" "'c.: . 
. ;.•;r \;.:r".~:' , 

.....~..' 1'17'(: .~.". ,. . .~,. . ...;. ­
,... , 

" . . : J~E. ~~·~;:L~;~)!l),. . .. 
. 1st. Lt_l'F. A., 
;·Adjlt!.t,urit·~··: ' 
-A .." .... 
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