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1 arch 1945

SUBJECT: Report After Action Against the Enemy.

TO s The. Adjutant General,
Washington 25, D. C.

|
l. In complianoce with the prmsmns of Par 10 CZ, AR 345-105, sub-
mitted below is report after action against the enemy for the é54th Tank
Destroyer Battalion covering the period 1—28 February 19L5.

\

|
I; ‘ February 1, 1945

Battalion -enroute from St Mihiel, France, closed at Dalhem, Belgium
‘at 0600 hours. Distance travelled 179 miles. Gun companies performing
maintenance work. Track vehicles of "B and “C® companies still enroute
by rail. No casualties of vehicles or personnel.

February 2 4- 1945

Command Post remained in Dalhem, Belgium. Companies continued main-
tenance work. No contact with epnemy. Battalion remained in reserve.-
35¢h Infantry Division. : .

February 3, 19L5

. Comnand Post remained in Dalhem, Belgium. Companies performing Motor
Mn:!.nbemnce. Tracked vehicles of #BM® and WCPM companies arrived in Vise,

Belgiwm at 0900 hours, and arrived in.company area at 1200 hours. Battalion
had no casnalties of vehicles or personnel.

Februn.ry hL 1945

Command Post closed at Dalhen, Belglum at 1300 hours and opened at.
s~ gangelt, Germamy at 1600 hours, Distance travelled 39 miles. All companies
_ rmn.ino& in palhem, Belgium, performing motor maintenance. Company command-
ers made separate reconnalssance of emtire division sector for routes and ’
anti-tank positions. No casualties of vehicles or persomnel. :

February 5)' 195

N cam:nd Pest remained ﬁ Ga.ngelt » Germany. All companies closed at.

. Dalhem, Belgium,’ at 0800 hml. ®A® Compaury operned at Schierwaldenrath, -
ST ene a'b 1300 hours. BBM. Company. opened.in Gillrath, Germany at. 1500 hours.
R lé'_ jempany opened at qulcnﬁrchen, gersany at 1500 hours. Reconnaissance
S paaly . opened - ‘at Schisrwaldesath, Oermsny at 1315 hours. Headquarters

, co:pm opened in Gangelt, m at 1160 hours. No casualties of wvehicles
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. February 6, 195

comm&nd,Poat remained in Gangelt, Germany Gun companies remained in
asseiibly aress pexforning maintenance work. Conpeny commanders continued
$0 make separate ﬂcumaissmca of division sector for anti~tank positions.
No cﬂangq in assignnent or attaehment. Mo casualties of vehicles or per-
somnel. } ,

February 7, 1945

o Cenmand Post r‘nlinod in Gangelt, Germany in Division reserve. Gun
ccmpanies continmued in respective assembly areas prepared:for immedlate
movement to reconnoitered antiwtank positions to meet enemy armor. All
companies mnintaining contact with adjacent units. Mo casualties of ve-
hicles or persomel. 26 M10s operational.

-

February 8, 1945

»

Gommaﬁdirbat remained in Gangelt, Germany. Gun companies in assembly
areas, prepared for movement to recomoitered anti-tank positions to ward
off enemy armor. No contact with enemy.

¥ebruary 9, 19uL5

Command Post remained in Gangelt, Germany. Gun compunies continued in
respective assembly areas prepared to move immediately to reconnoitered pos-
itions to ward off any threat of enemy armor.. No casualties of vehicles-or
personnel,

February 10, 1945

Command Post remained in Gancelt, Cermany. No change in assignment or
attachment. 7Zun companies remained in respective assembly areas prepared to
nove irmediately to previously recomncitered rositions to ward off enemy
armor. No contact with enemy. No casualties of vehicles or personnel.

February 11, '15L5

Command Post remained in Gangelt, Cermamy. No chanze in assi nment or
attachment. wifteen reinforcements rucewved from 18th Peinforcesment lepot,
and aséigneu to Keadiuarters Company. Gun coapanies continued in respect-
ive assembly areas, prewvared to iove imrediately to recomnoitered nositions
to meet enemy armor. 0 contact iiith enemy, &n. no casualiies oi venicles
or persomnel. 206 1105 operational.

February le, 1545

Comzand Post reiuined in Gangeld, rwu;g. Gun composnies continned
in respective aUVemoTJ urcas, preparec for inmediate roverent Lo reconncit-
erea anti-tank positions to meet enewy srzor. 3 olfitcsrs anc 20 c;l‘st,d
men unders oing instructions on 1736 “ank Jestroyers at 771st Tank Destroye
Jattalion. Zattalion had no casualties of vehicles or persoaitl.

February 13, 195
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webruary 13, 1945

Jo.ani Post remainec in gangelt, cermany. Iieutenant Spuin and two
cnilsved in dovarted Tor Inzland, on furlouwgn. Jun companles continued in
respective asscunly areas, prepared to move to previously recomroitered anti-
tanl pozitions to ward oﬁ enemy armor. o chan-e i assi-nment or attach-

nent.
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Cormimd Post remained in Gangelt, Geriany. ILieutenant Colonel dinton,
nattuelion Comnander, and el :ht enlisted rnen, Jepirted on seven—day leave o
Great Aritain. (Captain D. L. Benton, Jr., assumed command of battalion.
Sixteen reinforcements received and assi-ned to Heudyuarters Coipany. Jun
ccrowni&s continued in respective assexbly areas, prepared to move to re-
connoitered positions to ward off encmy armor.

February 15, 1945

Comrand Post remained in uvangelt, Germany. Battalion in Division Re-
serve. {jo’ contact with enemy.

February 16, 1945

Comziand Post remained in Gangelt, Germany. Sergeant Zenos L. Pritchett
awarded the Bronze Star iedal, at Géilenkirchen, Germany, by Captain John
Zach.. lY. Armbruster, Technical Cbserver on Tank Destroyers, for General
iotors, visited Coriaand Post. MBW and uCw compam.es received 15 LB6 B—l
Tank Destroyers.from 351st Qrdnance. C L

-

\_\ February 17, 1945

Command Post remained in Gangelt, Germany. Gun companies receinng in-
structions on ;36 Tank Destroyers. Lieutenamts Durne and ol:,:ea.ra., respect~
ively, and thigteen enlisted men departed on 72-hour pass to Parls, France.-
MAR Company contimued in assembly area, prepared for immediate movement to
reconnoitered anti-tank positions to.meet’ enemy armor. AW Company received
L 136Bl Tank Destroyers from 3512 Ordnance. "CW Company received 5 M36Bl
Tank Destroyers from 3512 Ordnance. WBW, WCH and Reconnaissance companies,
respectively, . remaa.ned in assembly area !\ecelvmg instructions on new des=-

troyers.

Februagy 16, 1918 e
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Commnd Post remained in Gangelt, Garmany. No change 1
attachment. Companies contimued in respective assnbly aTeas m‘d for
immediate movement to recomoitered anti-tank positions to meet snemy axmor.
One Reconnaissance Platoon attached to WBY Company, and Onp momﬁ.lunce
Platoon attached to %CW Company.. Tank Distroyer crews:m
rsgarding new type of Tank Destroyers. !b casualties of
somel. 12 1110s and 2).; Bés opeu'ationﬂ.s IO
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atuclment.. Firs} Lisutenant Arthur A. Ellis, 0-Li65248, swarded the zronze
Medal, hy:Captain Berry, at 1155 hours, in the vicinity of Geilenkirchen,

,' " Qum, oo-ptniea continued in respective assembly areas, prepared for

_,t-sdiltt M to reconnoitered positions to meet enemy armor.

#

T Fébruary 20, - 1545

e e - » |
- eeul.nd Post yemained in gangelt, Germany. Technician Fourth Grade

Gorden ‘L -Frasier, ®C® Company, awarded the Bronze Star Medal, at Geilenkirchen,
Germeny, by Captain Berry, at 1755 hours. Two rounds of enemy heavy artillery
landed in vicinity of command Post, at 0030 hours. MNo casualties in vehicles
or personnel. (un companies continued in respective assembly areas, prepared
for immediate movement to reconnoitered anti-tank positions to meet enemy armor.
mAR' Company fired 80 rounds 90mm ammunition on training, morning of 20 February;
ce Gomptny firéd 'the same amount ror tra.ining purposes in the afternoon of 20

Febrmry .
February 21 2 1945

Camand Post remained in Gangelt, Germany. Captaln Edwin H. Berry, #Gw
Company, and Firat Iieutenant llax crosman, of Headguarter Cémpany, transferred
to Headquarters, Headquarters Conpany, 12th Tank Destroyer Group. First Lieu-
tenant Scott P. Cooper assumed command of WGM" Col y. "B® and “CM companies,
respectively, turned in four Ml0s and drew four 136s in their place. Cun
companies contimued in respective assembly areas, prepared for immediate move-
nent to reconnoitered positions to meet enemy armor. Tank Destroyer crews

contimied to receive training on 1M36s. W"B® Company fired 80 rounds 9Omm

ammunition for training, morming of 21 February. Ifo Contact'with >, 1o
casualties of vehicles or versonnel. ’

February 22, 1945

Command Post remained in Gangelt, Germary. No change in assi;mment or
attacliment. Five reinforcements received and assigned to Headgquarters Compay.
Gun companies continued in respective ‘assembly areas, prepared for irmediate
movement to reconnoitered positions to meet enemy armor. Each gun company
{ired LO rounds of 90mm aarmunition for training this date. Reconnaissance
Company captured two spies in vicinity of Biroden, Germany, coordinates
828693. wAM Company received four (L) 136s from 3512 Ordnance. 35 136s oper-
ational. '

" February 23, 1945

Cormand Post remained in Gangelt, Germany. !’o chanze in assiznment or
attachment. Gun companies continued in respective assembly areas with WAM
and "CW companies, respeccuively, prepared to cross Roer iver, on Division
Order. "It Company in Division Reserve. MAM Coumpary in cdirect support of
13L4th Infantry R2eziment. W"CM" Company in direct support of 320 Infantry -
Reginent. o casualties in vehicles or persomnel. 36 136s operational.

February 2)4, 1945

Battalion remained in Division Beserve. Tun corpanics continued in
respective assembly ar s in Division Rescrve. Tank 7r royer crews con-
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tiived training on 136s. #CH Company in cirect support of 320th Iﬁfanury
Tericent, end ready to move forwera at any threst of enery armer.

February 25, 1945

comand Post remained unchanged in Division I:eserve, in Janczelt, Germany.
Four reinforcements received and assigned to iHeadGuarters Conpany "AW Joroeny,
supporting 13Lth Infantry Reginent. w7t Company, suoporting l}?f* nfantrv
resiment, moving under cover of darkness to coordinates 977715. MW Jomg DAy,
in c¢irect support of 320th Infantry Zegirent. 3rd platoon of nCn ’ﬁm any,
fired 63 rounds of $0mm AP ammunition daragzing or aestrojing 12 enemy p*-l-
baxes on East side of Roer River; fired 20 rounds 90m IiE into town of
Krickelburger, killing approximately 50 rermans. One Reconnaissance platoon
attached to each gun company. !No casualties to vehicles or personnel.

Yebruary 26, 1945

command Post remained in Gangelt, (Germany. Two reinforcements received
and assimned to Heudguarters Comoany. Tour enlisted men departed for Great
Britain, on 7~day furlough. Company ¥A" left old area at Schierwaldenrath,
Germany, at 0600 hours and ar.ived at Randerath, Germany, at 070C hours.,
iistance travelled 10 miles, "W Company moved from vicinity of Gillrath,
cermany at 1400 hours and arrived at Zaal, Zermany, at OL30 hoturs. Distance
tr veled 15 miles. Company "C#, with one Leconnaissance platoon, attached in
& rent support of 320th Infann‘y Reginent. The Znd Platoon from firing pos-
ition at Map Coordinate 08176lL, fired 26 rounds APC, 7 rounds T-105, and 6
rounds [E, as a feint, in sunport of the 13L4th Infantry he~imemt. Lestroyed
3 pillooxds across the hoer Iiiver and four buildings, used as strongpoints
in the town of Carsbeck, “ermany. Eneny casualties unknown. No casualties
of vchicles or personnel,

rcoruary 27, 1945

Command Post closed at Canzelt, Germany at 1400 hours and opened at
Grebben, Germany, at 1500 hours. Distance travelled 20 miles. Company A"
closed at Zanderath, Germany at 1300 hours and opened at Hulckethoven,

Germany at 1400 hours. Continued in support of 134th Infantry Regiment,

3rd platoon destroyed one enemy 4Omm anti-tank gun in the vicinity of
Schaufenberg, coordinates 9237L43. WEM Company, in support of the 137th
Infantry Regiment. 3rd Platoon destroyed one enemy 20mm anti-tank gun in

the vicinity of coordinates 9477, with 5 rounds of 90mm HE amunition. nCn
Company continued in direct support of 320th Infantry Reglment. -No casualties
of wvehicles or pcroonnel.

February 28, 1945

Command Post closed at Grebben, at 1420 hours and opened'at Wassenberg,
Germany, at 1955 hours. Distance travelled - six (6) miles. #nAn Comp
closed at Hulckelhoven, Germany at 0900 hours and opened at Wassen 1010 hours.
Continued in support 134th Infantry. ®Bf Company closed at Hou th, Germany
at 1130 hours and opened in vicinity of Ayhl Germaxny at 1300 hours and continued
in support of 137 Infantny.
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February 28, 1945 - Gon.t'd.. ,

N

2nd Platoon fired 20 rounds 90mm {E amruni®ion intd town of i i%hl, nig ,ht of .. :

27 February LLE Company new - par‘b of Pask’ \Porce Byrne, ~captured one prlsoner.
Captaln John Safley, Reconnaissance Company * awaraed the’ Bronze Star at 1100
. hours by Capta}.n D L‘ Benton. -‘“o casudltles of- VelLLCleS or persovmel. ;

.Casua.ltie,s'......

K:Llled in Action:
- vigsing in Actien:”
Wounded in Acetiony -7
" Injured in Actien:
on-battle Death

. .
’ 3.

- Officérs:-© .
"Of*lcers---o :
“ Ofl;cers £0

Officers: ©

Officers: O

,‘_-

Awards and Decorat:l ons

.Brwe Star. Offlcérs~;‘3,~#'

' "Oak-l{:afmluster to aronze SL&I" e Offlq:ersfl
Air Tledal:ss T B Gfficers: 1
certificate of “erlt S

. OQfficers: ©
f

Total *mrtber of er»ely nrisoners cautureu- wo

/

For the Cormanding Officer: . . -
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