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HiADGua« JERS 654 TANK DESTRCYZR BATTazmuON ; 5
Office of the Commanding Officer fnitisls. z-
PC Y
APC 339, US Army . »___/».’..@"' ________
1 April 1545

SUBJECT: Report After iction Against the Lnemy.

TC : The Adjutant General, ‘Washington 25, D. C.

1. In compliance with the provisions of Par 10, cs, AR 3L5-105, sub-
mitted below, is Report After Action Against the Znemy, for the &5Lth Tank
Destroyer Battalion, covering the period 1-31 larch 19454

uarch 1, 19L5:

Battalion less "AW, ®B" and "C" Companies located in \Jassenberg,
Germany. Battalion attached to tie 35th Infantry Division and further
attached to the 35th Division Artillery. ¥"AM and "Bt Companies in direct
support of 134th and 137th Infantry Regiments respectively. nC" Company g)}
attached to Task Force Byrne. 3rd platoon AW Company destroyed two Eam ())
anti-tank guns. Technicians Sth Grade allace T. French and Herman V
Jr., were each presented the Bronze 3tar [edal, by Captain lee R. BRrnes. \
captaln D. L. Benton, Jr., appecinted magor and 2nd Lt. Raphael Jenkins,
appointed lst Lt., this date. :

larch 2, 1945

._(
vv?
Battalion less nu, ngn and "C® Campanies moved from Wassenberg, - ‘j)
Germany to Kaldenkirchen, -Germany, distance of 20 miles. Command Post
closed at Wassenberg at 1LL5 hours and opened at Kaldenkirchen at 2000
hours. "A" and "B" Companies continued in direct support of 134th amd
137th Infantry Regiments respectively. ®"C®" Company continued attached
to Task Force Byrne. One enlisted man in "C" Company wounded in actien

and evacuated. nBH Company captured 38 prisoners and 3rd platoon of "C®
Ccompany captured 50 prisoners.

19h5

Battalion less mAm, ®wpBm and uCm conpa.nies moved from Knldcnkirdxen,
Germany to Venlo, Holland, Mstance of 6 miles. Command Post clesed at
Kaldenkirchen at 0900 hours and opened at Venle at 1010 hours. "AR and
nBn Companies continued in support of 134th and 137th Infantry ROM
respectively. "C" Campany continued attached to° mk Force Byrne. t
platoon of nGn CZmnany knocked out two pillboxe b ‘
one OP. One ~30 desiroyer g€ R RENG
twocrewmembars.3 £> W T
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tlaved In support or 134th and 137th infantry e’ ents respectively. ugn
Coopany couclmued attached to Task Force pyrne.  3rd Platoon ol "G" Comvany
iaocked out 1 artillery Cp; Headquarters and Zecomnaissance platcons cap-
Lured oue 170mn artillery hositzer. 1lst platoon killed 12 German soldiers
and kiocked out one 20 mm gun. 3rd platoon alss captured 7 prisoners.

sattalion less M"AM, nBM and BCW Compunies remained at wieukerk,
germany.  Matt and "5" Companics continued in support of 134th and 137th
Infantiy Zeiments respectively. WO Jomrany continued attached to Task
rorce pyrne. 3rd platoon of "OM Company Iired 30 rounds of Hi and 30 rounds
of AL, destroying 2 machine-gun nests and 8 buildings occupied as German
strongpoints. 3rd platoon captured 10 prisoners.

I.AarCh 6, 19)45:

pattalion less "An, "3 and #CM" Companies moved from llieukerk,
Gernany to Lintfort, Germany, distance of 8 miles. (Command Post closed at
nieukerk at 083C hours and opensd at Lintfort at 1455 hours. M"AM and ngaw
Companics continued in support ol 134th and 137th Infantry Regiments re-
spectively, nCW Company continued attached to Task Force Byrne. 3rd pla-
toon captured 10 prisoners. One oificer and taree k)M slightly wounded in
action, anc were evacuated.

Jarch 7, 19L5:

/ pattalion less MAn, npM and MO Companiss remained in Lintfort.

mAm and "3" Companies continued in support of 134th and 137th Infantry Regi-
ments respectively., WoM Company continued attached to Task Force Byrne.

3N Company destroyed one enemy half track vehicle. #C" Company destroyed
three encry strongpoints and knocked ocut one anti-tank gun, five Germans
were killed in the action. Lt.-Col. Johin H. linton, Battalion Commander,
and eight L} returned from leave and furlough in England.

March 8, 1945

Battalion less MAm, npn and "Ch Companies remained in Lintfort.
wir and "3" Companies continued in support of 134th and 137th Infantry Regi-
nents respectively. "C" Company continued attached to Task Ferce Byrns.
1st platoon of "M Company destroyed one machine-gun nest and one strong-
point, killing five Germans. 2nd platoon of "BW Company destroyed 2 Mark
VI Tanks and two strongpoints. One EN of "BM® Company wounded in action,
treated by liedical Detachment of 137th Infantry Regiment, returned to duty.
2nd platoon of "C" (ompany destroyed 2 enemy machine-guns and one 88mm towed
anti-tank gun.

March 9, 1945

Battalion less nAn, WpH and "C" Companies remained in Lintfort.
nAM and "B" Companies continued in support of 134th and 137th Infantry Regi-
ments respectively. nC" Company contimued attached to Task Force Byrne. 2md
platoon of "B" Company destroyed one 86mm towed anti~tank gun, twe 20mm anti-
aircraft guns and 5 general purpose vehicles. (ne EM of "B® Company wounded
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in action, and was evacuated. 2nd platcon of "C" Company captured one

prisoner. 1st Lt. Spain and 2 Ei returned ffom leave and furlough to
gngland. 1lst Lt. Spain presented with thne Air lledal, by Lt. Col. John H.

winton.

darch 1C, 15L5:

Battalion less "AM, "B" and "C" Companies remained in Iintfort.
"AM and "B® Companies continued in support of 134th and 137th Infantry
negiments respectively. MnC" Company relieved from attachment to Task Force
Byrne and reverted to Battalion control at 0630 hours. "C" Company cestroyed
one 75mm anti-tank gun, 2 machine-guns and one enemy strongpoint.

March 11, 1945:

attalion less MAW, "B" and "C" Companies remained in Lintfort.
"AM and "B" Companies contimued in support of 134th and 137th Infantry
Regiments respectively. "C" Company in assembly area in vicinity of Kamp,
Germany, under Battalion control. First Lieutenants Harper and’ Brooks, and
seven Ll departed on 72-hour pass to Paris. (olonel Deery, 12th TD Group
Commander, visited the Command Post and reconnoitered Battalion Sector,

accompanied by lajor Benton.
liarch 12, 1945:

Battalion less MA", m3m and "C" Companies remained in Lintfort.
mAnm and "E® Companies continued in support of 134th and 137th Infantry Regi-
ments respectively. ®"C" Company attached to 320th Infantry Regiment for move
to vicinity of Natt, Germany. 1st Lt. Arnold relieved of duty as Battalion
Adjutant and transferred to "EM Company. - Captain Barnes relieved of duty as
Commander of Headquarters Company and assumed duties of Battalion Adjutant.
Captain Zach relieved of duty as Battalion 5-2 and assumed Comand of Head-
quarters Company. Captain Stevens relieved of duty as Commander of npn
Company and assumed duties of Battalion S-2. Captain Schwedler assumed

Command of "B" Compamny.
March 13, 19.5:

Battalion less "AW, "B" and ¥C" Companies moved from Lintfort,

Germany to Kaldenkirchen, Germany, distance 26 miles. Command Post closed
at Lintfert at 0830 hours and opened at Kaldenkirchen at 1055 hours. #Am
Company meved to assembly area in vicinity of Bieth, Germany, and relieved
from attachment to 134th Infantry Regiment. ®B" Company moved to assembly
area in vicinity of dier, Germany, and relieved from attachment to 137th
Infantry Regiment. "C" Company moved to assembly area in vicinity of Natt,
Germany, and relieved of attachment te P 320th Infantry Regiment.

March 1)4; 19168

) Battalion less "AW, "B® and "C® Companies remained in Kaldenkirchen.
nAw, WBM and C" Companies remained in assembly area under Battalion centrol,
Time was spent in moter. maintenance and in cleaning of equipment. Captain
Witherspoon and 1st Lt. Lucas were each presented a Bronze Star Medal, by
Lt. Col. John H. Minton, at Kaldenkirchen. - '
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parch 15, 1945

Battalion was attached to 30th Infantry sivision, for operations
only, effective 1200 hours, and moved from vicinity of Kaldenkirchen,
Germany to vicinity of lilligen, Germany, distance 35 niles., Command post
closed at Kaldenkirchen at 1200 hours and opened in the vicinity of ’1l1ligen
at 14,00 hours. MAW Company continued to Dorth, Germany. WMGW Jompany con-
tinued to Theinberg, Germany. All Company somnanders and platcon leaders
made separate reconnaissance along Ehine ~iver, for gun positions. "A% and
ngon Gompanies fired 56 rounds of HE across the river with unknown results.

March 16, 1945

Battalion less "A" and "C" Companies remained in vicinity of (1lli;en.
2nd platoon of "A" Company fired 33 rounds of Hi on enery QP across tiie Thine
ziver., 1st platoon of C" Company fired 10 rounds on towers and buildings
across the river. Extent of damage and casualties unknown.

jarch 17, 19L5:

Battalion less MAM and "G Companies remained in vicinity of lilligen.
1st platoon of AW Company fired 100 rounds on enemy strongpoint and CPts.
3rd platoon of MAM Company fired 56 rounds on enemy strongpoints. All tar-
gets were destroyed or damaged. "B" and “CM Companies continued to mike re-
connaissance of their individual sectors, and dug gun positions in dikes along
west bank of Rhine River.

Larch 18, 1945:

Battalion less "A" and "C" Companies remained in vieinity of liilligen.
1st platoon of "AM Company fired 5 rounds on enemy strongpoints with undetens=!
ined results. 3rd platoon of "Ct Company fired on three CP's and one house
which the enemy were using as strongpoints, destroying them.

March 19, 1945:

Battalion less MAM™ and "C" Companies remained in vicinity of [illigen.
1./5zt John D. Cain, Battalion ''otor Sergeant, received battlefield appointment
to Second lieutenant. 1st It. Jim B. Harper was presented the Cak-Leaf Cluster
to the Bronze Star l'edal, by Lt. Col. John H. [iinton. nmAM, u3# and "C" Com-
panies continued to make reconnaissance along the Rhine River, and to dig jun
positions. °

larch 20, 1945

Battalion less MAM and "C" Companies remained in vicinity of ::lliren.
lst platoon of MAM Company fired 50 rounds on enemy tarcets, and énd aﬁd 3r5
platoons fired 96 rounds. Extent of damage and number of casualties undetermined.
One El of "AM Company slightly wounded in action. 2nd platoon of n3% Company
destroyed tower across Rhine River, used by enemy as OP. One &) of "a# Canp;n"
wounded by rifle fire, treated by ledical Detachment and returned to duty. "Cﬂ
Cogyany supporting 120th Infantry Regiment. One ELf of "C" Company killed in
action.

March 21, 1945:
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Battalion less AW and WC" Companies remained in vicinity of }illigen.
At and "Ch% Companies continued te fire direct fire across the Rhine River, in
support of the 119th and 120th.JInfantry Regiments respectively. 2nd platoon
of np" Company moved into position on Rhine River and fired 22 rounds, destroy-
ing one enemy OP, and returned to assembly area. Two EL of "C" Company wounded
in action, and were evacuated.

larch 22, 1915

Rattalion less WAM™ and "C" Companies remained in vicinity of lHilligen.
nA" and "C® Companies continued in support of the 119th and 120th Infantry
Regiments respectively. np" Company in support of 117th Infantry Regiment.

march 23, 1945:

Battalion less "AM and "CW Companies remained in vicinity of Milligen.
wAn, nB# and WC® Companies continued in support of the 119th, the 117th and
120th Infantry Regiments respectively.

March 2, 1945

Battalion less "An, WBM and "C" Companies remained in vicinity of \
Milligen, Germanmy. "AW, "3B® and "C" Companies tock up pre-gelected positions
on the Fhine River, after dark, and supported the assault crossing of the
30th Infantry Division, with direct fire. #3" Company, and the 2nd and 3rd
platoons of "C® Company, returned to assembly areas upon completion of firing
mission. '

- i v erh 25, 19)453

.~ _
Battalion less A" and "C" Companies remained in vicinity of Milligen.
WA" Company was relieved by the 807th Tank Destroyer Battalion, and returned
to assembly area in vicinity of Borth, Germany. ®A® Company attached to Task
Force Miltonberger at 1600 hours. "B" Company remained in assembly area. 1lst
platoon of MC® Company relieved by _g.htoon of 807th Tank Destroyer Battaliem,
and rejoined Company in assembly areéa. Battalion was relieved from eperational
attachment to 30th Infantry Division, and reattached te 35th Imfantry Divisiens

March 26, 191;_5_ 3 .0 )

Battalion moved from vicinity of killigen, Germany te Mellaw, géssmry,
distancs 17 miles. Command Pgst olesed at vic:l.m.?vct had b e fﬁ
and opened at Mollen, at 1120 hours. Enemy planes were over t
several times during the night, but ne bombs weiwe diy 3
Company were wounded in action mnd were evacuated..

El

A Battalion less “AW,
-#A® and *B%. Gonpaniss placed i
gpectively. "C* Cempany by
C* Company were wounded in 3
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( warch 20, 19L5 (cont'd):

jdavtalion less MaM, W3t and UM Corpanies reuained in lollen, Germany.
“AM, "DM and WC" Companies contimued in suvport of 134th, 137th and 320th
Infantry e, imente respectively. 3rd platoon of "aM Company knocked out three
vark V Tarks, at 1500 hours. 1st Lt. [lealey, of "M Coupany, wounded in action
and evacuated. 1st platoon of "sw Conpany fired 5 rounds of HE into building
used by enery troops. 3rd platoon knocked oul two eneryy observation posts, at
1000 hours, and fired 15 rounds into enemy strongpoints.

Battalicn less Mam, #p" and MCH Conrpanies moved from jollen, Gerrany
to ireul, Germany, distance 1, miles. Command Post closed at Lollen, at 13L5
1ours and opened in Kreul, at 1630 hours. "AW, ¥B® and "C" Companies con-
tinued in support of 134th, 137th and 320th Infantry Hegiments respectively.
1st platoon of "o" (Company knocked out one persomnel carrier and fired on
buildings housing enery troops, killing 10 German soldiers.

sarch 30, 1945

pattalion less Y“A®, "3" and "C" Companies remained in Kreul, Germany.
mah, n5M and Mo Companies continued in support of the 134th, 137th and 320th
Irfantry Regiments respectively. 1st platoon of "B" Company knocked out one
eneny locomotive. 3rd platoon of "EM Company captured 15 prisoners. Sergeant
Larbut, of "B" Company, presented the Bronze Star ledal, by Captain Stevens.
Gerporal Zeigler, of MBM Company, presented Qak-Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart,
by Captain Schwedler. 1st platoon of “C" Company fired 33 rounds of HE at
Jdug-in positions, and captured four 120rm dual purpose guns in position. lst
Lt. David R. McNaught, of "B" Company, presented two Qak-Leaf Clusters to the
Bronze Star ‘Medal, and Sergeant Pritchett presented the Oak-Leaf Cluster to
the Bronze Star Jedal, by Lt. Col. John H. Minton.

March 31, 1945

Battalion less "Am, "Bn and ®C" Companies remained in Kreul, Germany.
battalion attached to 35th Infantry Division, and further attached to 35th
Division Artillery. "am, nB® and "Ch Companies continued in support of 13Lth,
137th and 320th Infantry Regiments respectively. #AM Company captured 8 pris-
oners. 2nd platoon of "3B" Company fired L, rounds of HE and 1430 rounds of
.50 Cal. into buildings housing enemy machine-gun nests. Machine-guns were
put out of action, but extent of damage, otherwise, was undetermined. 3rd
platoon of "Cn Company knocked out 7 machine-gun nests and fired on a factory
used as a stromgpoint, by the enemy. Three prisoners were taken, and two
Germans were killed in the action. -

CASUALTIES :

Killed in Action: Officers O; Enlisted Men 2
iissing in Action: Officers O; Enlisted Men O
Wounded in Actiong Officers 2; Enlisted Men 19
Injured in Action: Officers O0; Enlisted Men 3
Non-battle Deaths: Officers O0; Enlisted Men O
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AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

Silver Star: Of ficers
Croix De Guerre: Officers
Bronze Star: Officers
Oak~leaf Cluster to Bronze Star: Officers
Purple Heart: - Officers

Oak~leaf Cluster to Purple Heart: Officers

Certificates of lerit:

Officers

0
2
3
1
2
0
0

.
J
.
J
.
J
-
2
.
J
.

2
.
2

Enlisted 1'en 1
Enlisted lLien O
Enlisted len 1
Enlisted Len 1
Enlisted len 22
eEnlisted len 3
Enlisted len 3

For the Commanding Officer:

Captain, Infantry,

Adjutant.



