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Bn, 309th Inf wnose CP was in the same tow., The CO gave the
plztoon leader the details of his troops disposition and warn-
ed tke platoon leader of the proximity of the enemy infantry.
The town was heavily shelled at night but since the men had
taken cover in the buildings no casuslties were suffered. The
drd Flat, Company B, followed the 1lst and s:cupied high ground
in a quarry to the S of RCTTRITZE (F696275). The reserve slope
was occupied as the forward slope and the crest were under en-
eny observation and artillery fire, The 2nd Plat moved out with
the company but dropped ocut of the column and went into a rend-
ezvcus at (F655282). The platoon leader established liaison
with the CP of the 2nd Bn, 310th Inf, and was told to remain in
that positionuntil the Bn was committed. Theplatocn remained in
the rendezvous for the remainder of the day.

Upon reachirg RHEINBREITEACH the 2nd and lst Platoons jcined
the 3rd Plat of C Company 150100A March 1945, The company moved
out for HIMBURG (F695281) on the road running N to HONNEF (F6427)
then E to HIMBURG. Instructions were received to move on the
HONNEF - HIMBURG road until a road block consisting of mines
covered by two tanks was reached, The company moved out in the
following order 3rd, 2nd, 1lst platoons. The Rcn Plat remained
at tre Company CP, At 150315A March 1945 the leading platoon
reached the road block, The platoon leader could not contact
the company ccmmander in order to inform him that the rosd block
had been reached, The mine field had been reported to be clear-
ed. Nevertheless after failing to contact the company commander

"by radio, the platoon leader of the 3rd Plat drove to HONNEF and

contacted the CO by phone, Upon his return to the road block
the 3rd Plat leader und the platoon sergeant dismounted and in-
spected tke mine field. No surface mines had been found end so
the platocn leader after being assured that the mine field had
been cleared led his platocn across., The leading .guarter ton
and the first destroyer crossed the mine field without detonat-
ing any mines, The second destroyer detaonated two mines blow-
ing both tracks off, None of the crew was injured, The crew
dismounted from the immobilized destroyer to retrieve their
helmets which were blown off by the explosion, At that time
the Engineers at the road block moticned a quarter tonfrom an-
cther organization to pass through the mine field. As the 1/4
ton parsed the destroyer znother mine was detonated. Three of
the crew members were injused by the blast and flying fragments,
The Engineers swept the road and gusranteed that it was cleared.
In the confusion at ‘the mine field one 1/4 ton was squeezed
between two destroyers but ho one was hurt., The remainder of
the company passed through the mine field at 151000A March 1945
and proceeded to an assembly area in the vicinity of F684284.,
TLe vlatoons then split up in order to reach thelr specific
objectives., The lst and 3rd Platoons remained in position until
their assigned areas had been cleared., The 2nd Plat moved into
FIMBURG. The platocn leader reported to the Bn CO, 1lst Bmn, 309th
Inf and was ordered to take up positions with fields of fire to v
the N and NE., The platocn remained in the position for the re- /x¥
mzinder of the day. The 3rd Plat was in support of the 2nd Bn,
309th Inf, and the 1lst in support of the 3rd Bn, 309th Inf,
Liaison was established with all CPs of the sup; orted units,
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The lst and ord Platoocns remained in the”agggHBly area until

the morning of 16 March 1945 when both platoons supported their

respective battalions, During the stay in the assembly area the

platoons were under constant artillery and mortar fire. No cas-
ualties were sustained in this position,

The Bn received inform:ztion regarding the change in Corps
boundaries., With the new ooundary taking effect, the C Compan-
ies were operating out of the III Corps area. The Bn CO called
the CO, 309th Inf Regt, in reference to the new Corps boundary.
Upon the visit of C Company ccmmander to the Bn CP the Bn CO
oriented the company commander in regards to the new Corps bound-
_ary. C Company was given the warning order to prepare to dis-

place to new positicns upon order from this Hgq, At 1610494
March 1945 the Bn CO received a call from the CO, 3C9th Inf,in
reference to the Znd Plat position on the AUTCBAEN. A possible
armored attack was imminent and the CO, 309th Inf, was gravely.
concerned with his position on the highway. A request was made
to keep the 2nd Platoon, Company C, in that positior until re-
lieved by TDs of the 893rd TD Bn. The Bn CO concurred with the
request, A reguest from the 310th Inf CO requested the 2nd
Plat, Company B, remzin in position and in support of the 2nd
Bn, 310th Inf. The Bn CO concurred with this request also. 1In
anticipation of moving out of the III Corps asrea a billeting
party was sent to LINZ (F677186). B and C Companies were alerted
to reconmnoiter routes to position to the South in the III Corps
area. The Bn S-3 with the 8th TD Group aid arranged to have a
plane available for serial reconnaissance, The pilot of the
plane arrived at the CP at 1400A. The Plat leader of the 2nd
Flat, Compazny B, was to fly the first mission. Ground haze set
in and the flight had to be cancelled. In accordance with the
plane was to be available for future flights under the control
of 8th TD Group. ,

The 9th Inf Div advanced to the East. The 899 TD Bn was
attached to the 9th Inf Div. As the Inf advanced TD Platoons
of the 899 TD Bn moved to forward positions in close support,
Since A Company, 656 TD Bn, was in support of Company B, 899
TD Bn, ¢pny positions vacated by Company B, 899 TD Bn became
available for occupation for Company A. At 16COQ0lA March 1945
the 1st Plat, Company A, at HARGARTEN (F707205), 2nd Plat vic-
inity LINZ (F688188).

~ The 3rd Plat moved from ST KATHRINEN (F721211) to LORSCHEID
(F730218). The 3rd Plat since it moved during daylight hours
was under considerable artillery and shell fire. No casualties
were suffered. The Company CP moved from OCHENFEIS to LINZ.

At 1608900A March 1845 the Bn CO of the supported Inf Bn re-
quested the Plat leader of the 1lst Plat, Company B, &id in re-
pellirng an expected enemy counter-attack by an estimated company
of enemy infantrymen., The cnemy was in a woods 500 yards to the
East. The Inf Bn requested the TDs to fire on anything that :
moved., At approximately 1000A movement was noticed in the woods, .
The TD Plat immediately opened fire with shell set at fuze quick,
Tree bursts were secured. A total of 52 rounds of HE were ex- g.;'
pended, In this action two enemy MGs were destroyed and an un-
known number of enemy killedand wounded. The actjion_geased
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at 120CA. The enemy counter-attack was stopped. At 1500A the
plato.n position was fired on several times by enemy snipers
from the N section of the town, Observation placed the snipers
in one or all of the houses. The Plat lezder moved one des-
troyer in a position covering all three houses. Eight rounds
vwere fired. Inf immediately followed the preparation and oe-
cupied thehouses., Two snipers were found dead and 5 enemy
taken prisoners. During the remainder of the day and at night
the town of ROTTBITZE (F700275) was under enemy shell fire, The
2nd Plat remainec in its assembly area inthe woods, The expec-
ted committment of the .2nd Bn, 31Cth Inf, did not take place,
The 3rd Plat remained on the reverse slope of the high hill at
F696275. Individual guns weremoved to the crest several times
but in each instance enemy artillery fire was drawn. The Plat
however suffered no casualties. The Plat remained in that posi-
tion for the remainder of the day, The Plat Sgt ard driver of
tke 1st Plat upon making & reconnaissance along the road running
to the East and the enemy became temporarily eut off from his
unit when the Inf and TDs pulled back to town, In the evening
fire fight each of the men killed one enemy infantryman and then
covering one another, the two men fought back ard rejoined their
platoon,

At gbout 16C930A March 1945 the 1lst Bn, 309th Inf, attacked
N from HIMBERG through a covered draw, then East by passing
AGIDIENBERG (F694294§ seized HOVEL (F693302) and cut the AUTO-
BAHN Highway running West of HOVEL, The town of HOVEL was taken
by the 1lst Bn but not cleared. The 2nd Plat in ite movement to
.positions in the vicinity of HOVEL was divided into two sections,
The lst section under the platoon leader moved by a cover route
to a position in the woods (F¥686307) where it remained for the
remainder of the day. Firing positions were reconnoitered giv-—
ing fields o fire covering the AUTCBAHN bhighway but not occupied
because ¢f enemy observation, artillery and SP artillery fire,
At 1200A the Plat Sgt begzn moving his guns towards his assigned
position E of HOVEL. The Bn S-3 requested the Plat Leader to
clear out some MG nests that were bholding up the taking of HOVEL.
Instructions were given to proceed down a road where a guide
would meet him and lead him to the MG positions. On his way
down with one destroyer the Plat Sgt passed two M-4 tanks on
the side of the road waiting for the resistance tobe cleared.
Coming out from behind a building the destroyer was taken under
fire by enemy bazookas, MGs and SP artillery fire. One bazooksa
hit the turret carrying away all of the equipment attached to
it. The destroyer stopped and began backing up when another
bazooka hit the front of the turret., A third bazooka hit the
drive sprocket., There was no penetration from any of the hits,
Three rounds were fired into the bazooka and MG position, The
thwee bazooka teams, two MGa and a SP 75 were destroyed., 1In
this action all of the enemy were killed., Moving down the road
and making a sharp right turn the destroyer was taken under fire
by a SP gun at a range of 50 yards. The blast carried away the
driver's steel helmet but didnot injure him, The crew fired
two HE and one APC at the blast of the gun =nd then backed up 5&
behind the turn, The desgtroyer then pulled up agaln and fired
3 more rounds of HE., There was no return fire from the gun.

L
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Twenty-five prisoners were taken and turned over to the Inf.

The destroyer then proceeded to fire HE into the building of
ffOVEL until all ammunition was expended in the ready rack. The
+50 caliber Gs were then employed. Some tanks and TDs appear-
ed on the scene and the Platoon Sgt covered them as they went
into position., The sergeant then rejoined the cther gun in his
section., In his absence the second gun fired on a machine gun
in a chimney across the highway which was preventing the Inf
from crossing the highway. HE and APC were fired into the house
neutralizing the MG and forcing 15 to 20 enemy to leave the
house. The section then took up positions coverin:; the highway.
This position subject to enemy obscrvation, mortar and artillery
fire was maintained for the remainder of the day.

The 3rd Plat jumped off tosecure AGIDIENBERG (F694294) with
three medium tanks and two M-10 destroyers from the 893rd TD Bn,
When about 200 yards N of HIMBURG (F695281) the leading tank
and an M-10 destroyer were knocked out. The road on which the
vehicles were advancing ran along a high ridge open to the East
and subject to enemy HV fire, The platoon leader of the 3rd
Plat directed the Platocn Sgt of the 2nd Ren Plat to reconnoit-
exr for another route., At that time an M-18 driver dismounted
from his destroyer and began extricating wire from his destroy-
er's suspension, An enemy shell hit about 25 yardse away and
wounded the man, The driver was evacuated to the aid station
of the lst Bn, 309th Inf, There were several buildings on the
East side of the road on which the vehicles were stopped when
taken under enemy HV fire., Each vehicle halted behind one of
these buildings, The enemy apparently knew this and began fir-
ing through the buildings. One round penetrated a building and
knocked off a road wheel of one of the destroyers, The Platoon
leader located the gun which was firing on the road. Through
his field glasses the Plat leader could see a tank parked
against a building at F702290., One destroyer moved into a fir-
ing position and fired three rounds., The fire of this destroy-
er was coordinated with an Inf 57mm in order to distract the
eneay attention from the M-18. The firat round hit the tank
and penetrated the armor, the second glanced off while the
third penetrated and made a sizeable hole, A second destroyer
pulled into a firing position and fired two rounds of HVAP at.
the corner of the house behind which the enemy tank was parked.
The rounds hit the corner of the house penetrated the masonry:
and hit the tank, The first gun then fired three more rounds
of APC., The position occupied by the guns was being shelled
continually. Five men were injured slightly by shell fragments
including the platoon leader and platoon sergeant, These men
received treatment but were not evacuated. The Rcn Sgt returned
from his mission and the platoon leader taking his two operat-
ional destroyers moved through AGIDIENBERG. Upon arriving at
HOVEL the 3rd Platoon leader found one gun of the 2nd Platoon
under the platoon sergeant's command engaged in a fight in sup-
port of Infantry., The 3rd Plat, medium tanks and M-10 destroy-
ers joined in the fight, Upon clearing the town the 3rd Plat
moved into position at F687295, a high dominating promitory ‘5 1
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overlooking tne AUTORAHAN Jighway. The-placdon noved into cosi-
tion at 16170CA March 1945 and remained there for two days.

.
-

The attack of the 9th Inf Div slowed down to a slow march,
Enemy opposition was stiff and the terrain difficult. With the
establishment of the new Co.ps boundary two companies and the Bn
CP were out of the Corps sector. Due to the slow advance of the
attacking 9th Inf, desired positions selected for future gun
positions could not be occupied. Permission was received to
allow B and C Companies to occupy their respective positions
until such time when the desired positions became available,

The B3n CP was to have moved South on the 17th of lMarch 1945 but
due to the traffic conditions resulting from the crash of the
LUDENDORF BRIDGE road clearance could not be secured. Company
Commanders were directed to make reconnaissances for routes to
tne new positions., B and C Companies after attempting to occupy
their assigned positions reported that new positions could not
ve reached as fighting was still in progress in that area. The
co panies were directed to maintain their positions until order-
ed to move by this Hqg.

There were no changes in A Company's disposition or assign-
ment during the period 170001A to 172400A March 1945. The Bn CP
and the 2nd Plat were at LINZ (F654244), 1lst Plat at HARGARTEN
(F708205), and the 3rd Plat at LORSCHEID (F730218),

After the action of the previous day the 1lst Plat, Company B,
on 17 March 1945, remained in its position. Sporadic artillery
fire was received. Ore guarter ton wassprayed by shrapnel but
no casualties were suffered. The 2nd Plat remained in support
of the 2nd Bn, 310th Inf. Since the 2nd Bn's expected commitment
failed to materialize the platoon remained in its bivouac position
expecting relief of a TD element of the 893rd TD Bn, The relief
arrived at 170830A and the 2nd Plat reverted to company control.
The platoon was then ordered to move to HIMBURG in expectation
of movement to the South, The 2nd Plat arrived at HIMBURG (F695-
281) at 1400A., The platoon remained in HIMBURG until the follow-
ing day. The 3rd Plat of Company B remained in its position on
the hizh ground at the quarry South of HIMBURG. There however
was no artillery fire on the 17th of March 1945,

Besides receiving sporadic artillery and SP artillery fire
thelst Plat, Company C, remained inactive on the 17th of March
1945, After the action at HOVEL the 2nd section moved into pos-
itions covering the RTICHAUTCBAHN highway. This position was
maintained until 171100A March 1945, During the night and morn-
ing of the 17th the enemy counter-attacked the Inf holding the
highway. Each counter-attack was broken up by the artillery.

As night fell the 1lst section of the 2nd Plat moved to positions
on the AUTCBAIN, A detail of eight Infantrymen and the TD sec-
tion were the only holding foree in that vicinity, The section
remscine. on the highway until 171100A March when relief by a
platoon from the 893rd TD Bn arrived., The platoon leader then
assempbled his platoon at HOVEL and moved to an assembly area at
F679289. 'The ~lat leader left his platoon there and reported %
5
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to the Bn CO for instructions, The 2nd Plat remained in that
position until thefollowing day. The position occupied by the
3rd Plat at AGIDIENBERG (F687294) provided excellent fields of
fire and observation deep into the enemy territory., Enemy Inf
were observed digging in, MG emplacements were also observed.
Toe platoon leader of the 3rd Platmade an overlay of his posi-
tion and sent it to the Inf Bn CO. The Inf sent an artillery FO
who established an OP in vicinity of the platoon CP. A suspec-
ted enemy tank position was discovered at 176800A., The tank
was taken under fire by the 3rd Plat. Hits were made but sinoce
the range fired was about 1600 yards the APC projectile rico-
cheted off the frontal armor, A higher sight picture was used
and it is believed that the turret was jammed as there was no
reaction from the enemy tank, At 1700A the artillery observer
pointed outan enemy tank and the 3rd Plat took it under fire,
The Zpd orxd 4th round nit ths tank and it was observed smoking.
Another tznk was taken under fire but since it was growing dark
no hits were secured. '

The Br. C" clcsed at RYEINBREITBACH (F630249) 180840A March
1945 and moved to LINZ (F684192), The movement of the Bn CP,
Eq Co and the CPs of the Rcn and B Companies was the first of
the nececsary moves to get the elements of the 656 TD Bn into
the III Corps sector. At 1150A the Bn CO in a conversaztiom
with the CO, 8th TD Group, asked for permission to move B amd
C Companies irto the III Corps sector, Since the desired posi-
tions had beman cleared of enemy forces, permission was granted.
Companies B and C were notified to move their platoons into
positions in the 78th and 9th Inf sector. Information was re-
ceived that the Bn would have its M-18s replaced by M-36s, in
the near future. The Bn S-4 was instructed to contact the
Crdnance organization and coordinate the efforts of receiving
and turning in of the vehicles, The Bn CO and staff officers
made routire visits to companies and their positions,

The lst and 3rd Platoons of A Company remzined in the same
positions on the 18th of March 1945, The 2nd Plat left the
road block position at LINZ (F688198) and moved to an assembly
positicn inthe vicinity of LORSCHEID (F730218). Since this
position was subject to enemy observation and artillery fire
tle platccn remained in the assembly area until darkness, Firing
1ositions were reconnoitered during the hours of daylight and
were occuried durir, the hours of darkness,

Upon his visit to the Bn CP 20 March 1945 the CO Company B
received instructions to move Lis company into an assembly
area in the III Corps sector in the vicinity of SCHWEIFELD
(F70426C), Tre three platoons assembled at ROTTBITZE (F7II275)
and moved down the road to their cestination, On tlhe march
down to their assigneéd area the 2nd Plat fired on enemy air-
craft. The platc.ns closed at SCHWEIFELD at 1645A. The posi-
tionc cccupizd were shelled by the enemy but no materiel dam-
ared or casualties were sustained by B Company. The company CP
remuined with the Bn CP and aoccompanied it on its movement from

-

RI'EINEREITLACH to LINZ.
| | e 54
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Company C displaced its three plato:ns on the 18th of March
in the general move of the battalion irto the III Corps sector.
The 1lst Plut moved into positions at KALENBCRN (F706248)., The
lst Plat was in position by 1500A., C Company's 2nd and 3Zrd
Plztocns moved to NOTSCHEID (F718226); the 2nd and 3rd Platoons
were in position by 1610A, TFor this move the 1lst Rcn section
was attached to the lstPlat and the 2nd Ren section attached
to the 3rd Plat., The enemy fired some high AA bursts over the
2rd and 3rd Platoon's positions but the fire was ineffective.

In order tocoordinate the exchange of the M-18 for the M-36
destroyers with the least amount of confusion the Bn S-4 visited
the Corps G-4 on the 19th of March 1645, The Bn CO in confer-
ence with the 8th TD Group CO discussed theplan of movirng B Com-
pany from the assembly position at SCHWEIFELD (F705260) into
positions covering tank approaches in that srea. Since the areé
in the vicinity of SCHWEIFELD is hilly with deep gorges it was
deciced to employ the company by sections, Upon the Bn COs
return to the Bn CP the details of the plan were givemn to the
Bn S~3, The Bn S-3 visited the CP of B Company and gave the
details of tke plan to the Company CO., A request from the 899
TD Bn was received requesting a relief for a 899 TD Platoon at
STOCKHAUSEN (F734289), The request was not complied with a&s B
Comvzny was in position covering critical tank spgroaches, The
Bn CO and Motor Cfficer made routire visits to the companies
on this day.

There was no change ir A Company's position or disposition
for the period 1900014 to 192400A March 1945, Locaticn of
platoons as follows; 1st Plat at FARGARTEN (F715208), 2nd Plat
at LORSCEEID (F729219), 3rd Plat N of ST KATEARINEN (F723214).
The mission and attachment of A Company: sup.orting Company B,
899 TD Bn.

B Company movecd into an assembly area in preparation for
movement to final positions 19 March 1945. Based on a confer-
ence between the CO, 8th TD Group, and the Bn CO, B Company
was assigned an area of responsibility ir the vicinity of the
company assembly area. The Bn S5-3 on the 19th of March 1945
visited the CP of Company B and discussed the cetail of the
plan, Based upon this discussion B Company was disposed as
follows: 1st Plat moved the 1lst secticn to REDERSCHEID (F715-
275), the 2nd section to WATTENBACH (F721269); the 2nd Plat
moved to HAHN (F735253); the 3rd Plat moved one gun section to
FROMEN (F729257) and another section to WILLSCHEID (F719248).
All guns were in position by 191540A March 194E. The AT defense
in that area was then coordinasted by liaison with TD elements
of the 899 TD Bn. The company CO established his CP withthe
39th Inf Regt. B Company positicns received some ineffective
artillery fire,

The enemy remained inactive ir the area occupied by C Com-
rary. Routirne co pany functions performed by the company.
The attacked 2nd Ren Plat was sub-attached. The Plat Sgt and
two 1/4-tons were assigned to the 3rd Plat; one section Sgt
and one l/4-ton attached to the 2nd Plat and the Rcn Plat lead-
er and two 1/4-tons with thelst Plat. No missions had been @(3
assigned to the Rcn Flat during the period 190C01-192400A
March 1945, ~ S
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The request to furnish a relief for a platoon of tbe 898
TD Bn was repeated, 20 March 1¢45, Tkhe Bn CO conferred with the
CO 8th TD Group and it was decided that B Company, €56 TD Bn,
would furnish the relief platoon for the 8989 TD Bn element at
STOCKHAUSEN (F734289), Company B was alerted to move & platoon
for STOCKEAUSEN.

At 201840A March 1945 a message was received alerting the
Bn of a possible enemy paratrooper attack in the bridgehead
area, This informeticn received immediate attention and was
disseminated to all companiecs, The Bn guarc was doubled. No
saratroocper attack developed thut night or the following morning.
The Liaison Cfficer with the 8th TD Group arrived at 2150A with
the information tkat C Company, 656 TD Bn, was attached to CCB
rer verbel order of the CG, III Corps, C Company CO was notified
of this change and told to report to the CP of CCB for further
instructicns, The Bn S-3 left with the C Company CO to visit
the CCB CP, Both officers returned at 2400A. ¢ Company was to
attach one platoon of TDs to the 27th Armd Inf Bn and move to
an assembly area at HONNINGEN (F7013) at O800A the next morning.

Enemy artillery aetion in A Company's area was quite intense

during the pericd 200C01A to 202400A March 1945. Four rounds

landed in the vicinity of the Platoon CP 1915A. No damage
resulted. The 2nd Platoon's position received approximately
200 rounds of artillery. There again was no damage. Upon re-
ceivirg the paratro.per attack alert, the security outposts

were doubled. o paratrooper attack develored however. There
was no change of positions by any of the platoons or the Company
CP. .

On the 20th of March 1945 B Company rem:ined in the posi-
ti.ns occupied the previous day. Some enemy artillery fell in
the platoon positions  but no damage resulted. Upon receiving
the paratrooper attack warning, security was doubled and the
MGs were set on ground mounts. The paratrooper attack failed
to materialize,

C Company carried on normal compyany functions on the 20th
of March 1945 until receipt of the attachment to CCB, The Com-
pany CC reported to CCB CP where he was told to attach one
platocn to 27th Armd Inf Bn. The 1lst Plat was attached to the
27th Armd Inf Bn, Upon his return to the compsny CP at 24004
the platoon was elerted for movement to HONNINGEN (F7013).,

In anticipation of movement to the V Corps sector, the ATO
V Corps and & 3rd TD Group representative arrived at the Bn CP,
21 March 1945, Future operations and the Corps AT SOPs were
discussed. B Company was ordered to move a platoon of TDs to
STOCKHAUSEN. This order was fulfilled, A representative for-
the 817 TD Bn visited the Bn CP in quest of information regard-
ing the ¥~18 which his organization was to receive, All infor-
mation available at the battalion was furnished including fir-
ing tables computed in part by members of the 656 TD Bn. Daily
visits to companies were made by the Bn CO and staff officers
21 March 1945,
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A Company moved the lst Plat to NOTSCHEID 21 March 1945 to
replace two platoons of C Company, The 2nd Plat dug in the left
flank gun since its positicn was on forward slope. There was no
other activity in A Company's positions.

The 1lst and. 2nd Platoons of B Company remained in the posi-
tionsoccupied the previous day, After receiving the order to
furnish relief at SBTOCKHAUSEN, CO Company B, ordered the 3rd
Plat to displace., At 211300A March 1945 the 3rd Plat assembled
at WILLSCHEID (F716249) and proceeded to STOCKHAUSEN (F734289),
When about one-half mile from the destination the platoon
leader, 3rd Plat, directed the attached Ren section to contact
the 2nd Plat, Company C, 899 TD Bn, to see whether or not it
was advisable to make the replacement during daylight hours.
Since the town of STOCKHAUSEN was under enemy observation the
movement Lo town and position was not attempted until about
1630A, The platoon moved into position at 1630A under cover
of darkness, Despite the poor visibility enemy artillery began
falling as soon as the movement was detected. Outposts with MGs
were immediately posted., Liaison was completed with Company B,
lst Bn, 39th Inf, 9th Armd Div, Liaison was also established
with an artillery FO operating in that sector, .

Upon reporting to the CP of CCB, C Company received orders
to attach one platoon to 27th Armd Inf Bn, The remaining two
platoons were to be held in reserve under company control, The
1lst Plat was attached to the 27th Armd Inf Bn, The company was
ordered to move to HONNINGEN (F698130). C Company departed from
-the vicinity of NOTSCHEID (¥F718228) 210810A March 1945 and arri-
ved at the assembly area at HONNINGEN 0900A. The 2nd and 3rd
Platoons assembled there while the 1st Plat continued on to
LEUTESDORF (F751059) where it went into an assembly position in
preparation for the attack SE towards NEUWEID (F8003). All plat-
oons remained in position the remainder of the day. The Company
CP moved from LINZ (F678185) to HONNINGEN, '

It was learned that 36 M-36s were definitely available for
the 656th TD Bn at 221550A March 1945, The information was
brought to the Bn CP by the Liaison Officer with the 9th Armd
Div, Upon receipt of the M-36s the M-18s were to beturned over
to the 817th TD Bn. At 2054A the Liaison Officer with the 9th
Armd Div reported that the 656 TD Bn reverted from operational
control of the 8th TD Group and =sttached to 9th Armd Div effec-
tive 212400A. March 1945, It was now necessary to move the ele-
ments of the 656th TD Bn to the V Corps sector. Bn relieved from
operational control of 8th TD Group effective 212400 March 1945,

There was nothing to report in A Company's sector for the 22nd
of March 1945,

The 1lst and 2nd Platoons of B Co remained in the previously
occupied positions, The mormning and afternoon of the 22nd March
in the 3rd Plat position was gquiet. At about 180C the platoon
leader of the 3rd Plat received word that the 104th Div was to
replace the 9th Div in his sector. Elements of the 39th Inf Regt
withdrew at 1815A froam the 3rdPlat sector. At approximately 1845
the enemy launched an attack from the SE., First reports came in
from the TD outposts of the 3rd Platoon, The attacking enemy Inf
were immediately taken under fire by the .50 cal outposts. The 7
platoon leader of the 3rd Plat requestad the artiliery FO to e
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brinz fire upon the enemy. The artillery responded with im-
mediate concentrations., The artillery fire lasted for 30
minutes. The 3rd Ban, 104ta Inf took up positions at 1945A
and joined the fight, At the cessation of the friendly art-
illery barrage enemy fire began fallihg in the 3rd Platoon
sector, The attack was repulsed by 2400A., Hearing that
tanks may be used in support of the attacking enemy the
platoon leader of the 3rd Platoon requestad the supporting
Infantry to -fire star shells, No t .nks wereobserved., During
the fire fight the Zrd Platoon leader requested the Command-
ing Officer to bring direct TD fire on the attacking enemy
but the requests were turned down., It was felt that there
was sufficient artillery fire available and that the TDs
should not reveal their positions as there was the possibil-
ity of an 2nemy armored attack,

At 220700B March 1945 the 27th Armd Inf Bn launched an
attack to the SE with NEUWEID (F805034) as the objective,
The attack progressed against light opposition., IRLICH -
(F795048) was cleared by 1400 B. The attacking infantry
continued across the partially destroyed bridge across the
WEID RIVER to the objective., The 1lst Platoon, Company C,
attached to Company A, 27th Armored Inf Bn, departed from
LEUDSDORF (F684185) at 1200B., Radio contact between the TD
Platoon and the Infantry battalion was lost on the road
march. The 1lst Platoon continued to IRLICH and not being
able to find a crossing across the WEID RIVER the platoon
leader directed firing position be taken on the high ground
to the North of town, Since the firing positions were under
observation the guns were kept under cover and were only
exposed when a target presented itself, The positiohs
were under mortar and machine gun fire, The platoon leader
located an enemy OP in a church steeple which evidently was
directing the mortar fire., The OP was taken under fire
and with the second round the church steeple toppled. The
mortar fire ceased and was not resumed thereafter. A
machine gun located across the river was taken under fire
and destroyed. Eight prisoners were taken in and around
tne gun positions. Theplatoon expended two rounds of 76mm
APC and 21 rounds of HeE. Contact with the Infantry was
established at about 1630A. Since the Platoon could not
get across the river the positions were occupied until the
bridge was completed the following day.
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At 231200A March 1945 an order was received to move
the elements of the battalion to the V Corps sector.
The Bn CP, A and B Companies were to assemble at HON-
NINGEN (F696130). The information was immediately
delivered to A and B Companies. The Bn CP, Hq Co, and
the CP of B Company departed from LINZ (F677185) at
1300A and arrived at HONNINGEN 1410A, The new Bn CP
opened at 1820A, A and B Companies followed the bat-~
talion to the assembly area, Since the M-36s were to
be received shortly permission was requested to keep
the two companies inactive until the conversion was
conpleted,

A Company moved from positions at NOTSCHEID, LOR-
SCHEID and ST KATHARNIN to the assembly position at
HONNINGEN. The company closed at 1515A,

B Company upon receipt of the moving message alert-
ed each platoon, The lst and 2nd Platoons departed
from their positions without any dif.iculty, The 3rd
Platoon at STOCKHAUSEN had to withdraw one gun at a
time since the withdrawal was bwing made during the
daylight hours under enemy otservaticn, The 3rd and
last platoomn closed at HONNINGEN at 1340B.,

Upon completion of the bridge across the WEID RIVER
the 1lst Platoon crossed at 231500A March 1945 and moved
to the Bast sector of NEUWEID (F807030)., The platoon
took up positions on the NEUWEID-HEINBACH road and re-
mained there forothe remainder of the day. The 2nd and
3rd Platoons and the Company CP moved from HONNINGEN to

IRLICH «t 1330B. The two platoons were under compsany:

control in CCA reserve.

Since the receipt of the M-36s was expected on 24th
of March 1945, the following plan was drawn up: A Com—
pany would receive the first 12 destroyers. Upon conm-
pletion of the ccnversion and with the concurrence of
9th Armored Division, A Company would relieve C Company
of attachment to CCA. C Company then would come under
Battalion control and convert, B Company would remain
under battalion control and be available for commitment
with any combat command of the 9th Armored Division if
the need arose, The first
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s8ix M-3€s were delivered to the 656 TD Bn 24 March 1945, The
M-36s were turned over to Bn maintenance for a "TI" before
issuance to the companies, The remaining destroyers were to
be delivered to the battalion on the following day. Routine
staff functions were carried on at the Bn CP, The Bn S-2 and
S5-3 made visits to Companies,

After arriving at the assembly arez A Company CO was sdvised
that his company was to receive the M-36s first. The entire day
of the 24th of March 1945 was spent on tyreparing the M-18s for
turning in.

B Company speni the entire day of the 24th in preparation
of turning in the M-18s for M-36s,

At 240800A March 1945 the 1lst Plat, Company C, reverted to
company control, Company C remained im CCA reserve, In order
to keep his three platoons as close together as possible, when
possible, the CO Company C moved the 2nd and 3rd Platocns
across the WEID R to an assembly area in NEUWEID. Tke platoons
closed at the assembly area at 1350B. The company CP remained
at IRLICH,.

The remaining M-36s, 31 in number, arrived at the battalion
location, 25 March 1945, One of the M~36s had to be returned
to Ordnance for repairs. The first 12 M-36s were given to
Company A, the 2nd 12 to B Company and the remaining 11 were
reserved for Company C. Since the destroyers came combat
loaded and equipped it was only neceassary to perform the "“TI",
The receipt of 35 destroyers overburdensd the battalion main-
tenance facilities s0 it was directed tbhat companies would per-
form the "TI"™ under supervision of the battalion maintenance
personnel, At 252300A March 1945 it was learned that one com-
pany would be attached to CCB., A Company was attached im place
to CCB effective 2400B, Since a movement order was expected
for A Company, preparatior of the M~36s went on into the night.
The Bn CO and the Bn Fwd CP were glerted for movement with the
Die Fwd CP,

A Company received-12 M-36s 25 March 1945. The necessary
technical inspections were performed by the company personnel
under the supervision of battalion maintenance. The company
worked on the M-36s without cessation after being alerted for
attachment to a combat command, At 23C6A the company commadder
was given the instructions to report to CCB CP for imnstructions
in regards to his attachment and movement. The attachment of
Company A to CCB became effective at 252400B lMarch 1948,

C Company remained in reserve for CCA. CCA launched an
attack to the SE at 250200B March 1945 and advanced against
no opposition, Im order to remain close to its Combat Command,
Company C moved from NEUWEID (P806032) to ENGERS (F855033).

The Company CP remained at IRLICH (F795048). C Company did
not participate in any action this date.

Normal staff functions were carried om in the Bn CP om 26
March 1945, Information was received in reference to movement
of the Bn CP to NEUWEID. Based on this information the En (J
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Executive with & billeting party left the Bn CP at 1310B for
YEUWEID to arrange for quarters., The Bn CO and the Bn Pwd CP
Group left the battalicn to join the Division CP,

Upon reporting to CCB CP the A Company CO wus informed that
his company would move to LEUTESDORF (F752057). The lst Plat
was attached to 52nd Armd Inf 3n, the 2nd Plat remained "under
company control and the 3rd Plat was attached tol®th Tank Bn.
The company departed from HONNINGEN (P6985128) 260400B March 1945
and arrived st ELZ 06C0B, The 1lst Plat continued to WIENTERBURG
(F902016) where it arrived 0630B, Upon arrival at the CP 52nd
Armd Inf Bn the lst section was atteched to A Company and the
2nd section &f rear guard for the Armd Inf BEn, The platoon moved
to the attack with LIMBURG (G205005) as the objective, The route
of advance JOHR-GRENZHAUSEN, (F955040)-HILGERT (P977064)-BAUM-
BACH (F980065)-ESCHELBACH (F058054)-3EILIGENROTH (GO93055)-
KLEINHOLBACH (Gl20052)-GORGESHAUSEN (8158014)., LIMBURG was
taken at 2157B. In this advance the 1lst Plat knocked out two
MGs with .50 cal fire., Approximately 200 prisoners were taken,
The 3rd Plat moved to LIMBURG without any opposition, The at-
tached 3rd Rcn Plat executed reconnaissance missions throughout
the day. At about 1300B while on a reconnaissance mission along
the AUTOBAHN highway a reconnaissance section under the cscommand
of the Plat leader on approaching RUPPACH (Gl03069) noticed
enemy soldiers aroupd a bridge. The enemy was immediately taken
under fire and driven away from the bridge. These men werse
later taken prisonera, Upon investigating the bridge it was
found that demolition charges were in place set for demolition,
The explosives were removed by the reconnaissance section. Dur-
ing the march to LIMBURG Ren Co was acting as a connecting file
between the 2nd and 3rd TD Platoons., At about 2000B in the vic-
inity of MONTABAUR (G065042) one of the quarter tons ran off a
partially destroyed bridge over the AUTOBAHN highway. Two men
from the Rcn Plat and one from A Company were injured, All men
were evacuated by the 9th Armd Div medics, The Company CP con-
tinued to move in wake of CCB and arrived at ELZ (G213013) at
23458,

Company B remained in HONNINGEN (F701125) 26 March 1945 and
completed conversion from M-18s to M-36s,

C Coupany moved its CP from IRLICH (F793049) and joined
three gun platoons at ENGERS (F865025), CCA jumped off at BEN-
DORF (F888028) at 261500A March 1945 with DIEZ as the objective,
The company CP remained at ENGERS while the three gun platoons
accompanied the Combat Command, The mission of Company C was
to constitute the AT defense of the Combat Command and to pro-
vide AT security on the march.

After having several changes in departure time the Bn CP
closed at HONNINGEN (F649127) and departed for NEUWEID (F805-
032) 270900A March 1945. The order of march was lst Ren Plat,
Bn CP, Hq Co, B Co and C Company M-36 destroyers. The Bn S-3
sreceeded t:ie column to NSUWEID in order to contact 9th Div G=3

for possible change in the unit's destination. The column ar-(a(p

rived at NEUWEID at 1030A., Tue Bn S-3 met the column upon its
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arriwal at NJUWEID and pave instructions to proceed turough

tae town towards ~ALLENDAR (F912002), Further instructions

were recelved while on theroad. The destination of the battal-
jon (-A & C Cos) was designated as ALTUNDIRZ (R179928). The
battalion (-4 % C) arrived at ALTENDIAZ 1520A z=fter an unevent-
ful road marck, The billeting party uncer the command of the

3n Adjutant preceeded the column by one-half hour. Upon arriv-
ing at ALTSYDIEZ suitable buildings could not be fourd to house
the persornel of the battalion, The bilkting party after leaving
a guide at ALTENDIEZ departed for a neighboring wvillage of HIES-
TENBACH (M128978) one kilometer NE of ALTENDIEZ. Upon reaching
ALTENDIZZ B Company detached itself from the battalion cclumn
and took up quarters in that village. The remainder of the
colunn proceeded to HEISTENBACH where it arrived at 1535A.. The
Bn CO aftzr conferring with the CG, 9th Armd Div, received per-
mission to relieve C Company with B Company for the purpose of
converting C Company M=18s to M-26s, At 271600A C Company was
relieved from attachment to CCA and reverted to battalior con-
trol, 3 Company was attached to CCA effective 1600A., Since

the A58 TD Bn was the senior uritpresent in HEISTENBACH and the
Bn Executive Officer the senior officer present, the battalion
assumned responsibility for the village's administration until
such time when the village came under the jurisdiction of the
AMG. Liaison was established with the local mayor and the
restrictions as contained in official AMG publications proclaimed
and enforced. The Bn CO made a wvisit to the Bn CP at 1600A.

A Company remained inactive during theperiod 270001A to
272400A March 1945, Tke lst Plat remained in LIMBURG (G237983)
-attached to 27th Armd Inf Bn., Orders were received to move out
with the 27th Armd Inf Bn but before the movement got under way
counter-orders were receivedi., The platoon remained im firing
positions awaiting further orders., The Company CP and the 2nd
Plat remained at ELZ {G213003), No change or action, Platoon
under company control;while at LIMBURG the 3rd Plat suffered
one casualty. One crewmember received injuries .around the
eyes froman unknown source of fire, The 3rd Plat moved from
LIMBURG to HADAMAR (G22I155). The platoon, attached to the 19th
Tank Bn, occupied positions at HADAMAR at 1430A. There was no
enemy action in the 3rd Platoons' area,

B Company upon completicn of conversion departed from HON-
NINGEN with the Bn column and arrived at ALTENDIEZ (M129928)
271530A March 1945. At 1800A B Company was attached to CCA
thus relieving C Company. CCA, 9th Armd Div, was to launch an
attack on GEISEN, This attack however was cancelled and B Com-
pany remained at ALTEZNDIEZ,

C Company reverted to battalion control at 271800A Mearch
1945 when relieved by B Company. C Company's M-36s were driv-
en to HEISTSENBACH by battalion maintenance personnel., At HEIS-
TENBACH C Company's personnel took over the M-36 destroyers,
The day was spent in maintenance of the new destroyers.

During tke morning of 28 March 1945 the Battalion Executive
through an interpreter held a conference with the mayor of the
village. <questions arising from the promulgation of AMG publi-
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cations were discussed and settled, The Bn Executive Officer
made a visit to A Company at ELZ (G214012). At 1945A the bat-
talion (-A & B) received an ulert for movement to VOLPERTS-
HAUSEN (G577144). Pl-.ns were made for the movement. Since the
movenent was to be made in conjunction with the Division trains,

the Bn S-3 left for the CP of the Division Trains to coordin-
ate the movements, The battalion (-A & B Cos) was relieved
from Division control and attached to Division Trairne sffec-
tive 282400A March 1945, The Bn S-3 was appointed security
officer of the Division Trains and attached units,

The 1st Plat of A Company moved from LIMBURG (M233987) to
OFFHEIM (G232022), The 2nd Plat which was under company con-
trol was attached to 16th AFA Bn, The platoon moved into in-
direct fire positions in the vicinity of HASSENBACH (G134098)
and tied into the 16th FA survey, The platoon did not register
“nor did it fire any missions., The 3rd Plat remained in HADA-
MAR (G222055). There was no enemy action in A Company's posi-
tions but the 1lst and 3rd Platoons occupied direct fire posi-
tions, The 3rd Rcn Plat was given the mission of patrolling
the AUTOBAHN between MONTABOUR (M065042) and MENTERHAUSEN
(M144024)., The mission was performed from 280300A to about
280900A March 1945, Nothing unusual occurred during this
period. Upon completion of the mission the Ren Plat on re-
porting to the A Company CP for further missions. No further
missions were assigned to the Ren Platoon for that day.

CCA moved from vicinity of ALTENDIEZ (M177968) to vicinity
" of GIESEN (G6621), B Company was given the mission of protec—
tion of the Combat Command trains. The lst Plat performed the
march guard mission for the Service Company, l4th Tank Bn, 2nd
Plat performed the march guard mission for the Service Battery
3rd AFA Bn and the 3rd Plat performed the march guard mission
for the 60th Armd Inf Bn. The column departed from ALTENDIEZ
281530A March 1945, and arrived at the destination without in-
cident, B Company upon completion of the mission moved to .
DEHRN (G281830) and arrived there at 1800A. The platoons mov—
ed into direct fire positions on the perimeter of the town,

C Company remained at HIESTENBACH (M178978) completing
conversion to M-36s, The Company CP moved from ENGERS to
YIESTAINBACH, The company CP arrived at HIENSTENBACH at 280845A
March 1945,

Information was reveived at the Bn CP that the Battalion
(- A & B) would move to WEIDENHAUSEN (G577127). The battalion
(-A & B) would act as the march guard for the Division Trains
column, Coordination with the Division Trains Commander re-
sulted in dispersion of C Company's three platoons throughout
the trairs column., Since tke Bn S-3 was desigrated as the
Train's Security Officer much of the S-3s time was spent at
the CP of Division Trains, The Bn closed the CP at HIESTEN-
EACEB (M178$78) at 291430A March 1945. The btattzlion column
intercepted Division Trains at AUMENAU (G368C07) and indis-
persed itself in the column. The march proceeded without in-
cident and movec into an open field 1l¥2 miles NE of WEIDEN- %
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EAUSEN (CE77127) at 2400A. A total of 35 miles was covered.

The Combat Commands of the 9th Armd Div zdvenced N against
slight enemy resistarce, In most ceases the advarce was only a
road march, CCB to whick A Company was attacked, left the line
of departure and pushed to the Noth, A Company accompanying
its combat command departed from ELZ (G213015) at Z29CROC0A March
1945, Cne crew member cf the company was injured when a fire-
arm was accicentally discharged., The casuclty was evacuated.
Ctherwise the march proceeded in an orderly marnner. A Company
arrived at SCHWEINBERG (G862418) at 2345A. The platoons tock
up defensive fire positions on the outskirts of town. A com-
pany covered a distance of 70 miles on the road march,

CCA kept abreast of the advance of CCB. Company B attached
to CCA had the mission of providing march guard for the column
in its &dvance North, Company B departed from DEHRN 280745A
March and after an uneventful trip arrived at SCHWEINBERG (G862-
418) at 2345A, The company moved the three gun platoons to di-
rect firing positions providing security for the elements of
CCA in the town of SCHW:ZINBERG.

Company C provided the march guard for the battalion and 9th
Armd Div Trains 29 March 1945, The Company after interceptirg
the Division trains column at AUMENAU (G368CC7) was disposed
in the following manner: 2nd Rcn Plat leading followed by a
vlatoon of TDs. One platoon of TDs was in the center of the
column and one at the tail end, Upon arriving at WEIDENHAUSEN
(G5851298) the platocn placed its guns giving an all around de-
fence for the bivcuac area, The Ren Plat postec listening posts
on the roads leading to and out of the bivouac ares. Leading
elements of C Compzny arrived at the bivouac area at 2345A.

The Battalion (~A & B) was alerted to move in one hours now
tice while in bivouac at WEIDENHAUSEN (G577127). The elements
of the bat:alion moved into position for the continuation of
the march but the column did not get under way until 301030A
March 1945, The Division Trains column advanced to the North
with no definite location as the terminus for the daps march,
During the road march halts were frequent lasting from a few
minutes to over an hour, At 1820A the Division Train's Command-
er called for billeting officers to the head of the column. The
column proceeded to its destination for the days march at
FLORSHEIM (H983579). The Division Trainsoccupied the high
ground South of the town., The BEn CP and Hq Co moved into the
village and secured billets there, The Bn CP opened at FLOR-
SEAIM 1835A. Some movement of enemy was noticed in woods 500
yards W of the bivouac area. At 2210A two prisoners were
brought to the Bn CP. After questioning the prisoners were
turned over to the Division Trains for disposition,

A Compuny contiru.d the advence to the Korth with CCB. The
Combat Command advanced North zgainst very light recsistance,
Mission of A Company 30 March 1945 was to provide march guard
for combat commznd on the march North., A Company departed from
SCHWEINSBERG (G862418) at 3CO7O0CA March 1945 and arrived at
BAD WILDUNCEN st 22C0A of the same day. Upon arriving st tbe(pq
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destinaticn the company woved into firirg position with all
around fields of fire. The Company moved a distance of 28
miles, Nc¢ change 1ir the company's or platoon's attachments,

Company B continued the road march to the North in support
of CCA. The coupany wes disposed as reported for the previous
day., while on the march the coclumn was stopped by enemy air-
craft. %Yo carualties or damage cuffered by Company B. The col-
unn arrived at GRUSSENERCGLIS %HO77765) at 3C180CA March 1945.

At tre completion of the march the 1lst%, 2nd and 3rd Platoons
were relieved rom attachments to Service,Company, 1l4th Tank En,
Service 3Battery, and 50th Armd Inf Bn, respectively. Verbal
orders were received for ‘the company to move to ROTHHEIMSHAUSEN
(H045794) with the mission of protecting CCA's CF. B Company
degarted frem GROSS.'NZLGLIS at 1830A and arrived at ROTHEELIM=-
SEAUSEN at 1945A. Upon arrival at the destination the platoens
took up positions covering all ro:ds and tank approaches lead-
ing into town,

Sporadic MG fire was heard ir woods 500 yards from the biv-
ovwac of Divisicn Trains., Two destroyers moved into assist
some Ordnance men who went in to investigate the cause of the
sboctirny. Fourteen enemy prisoners were taken by the Ordnance
elemerts. The destroyers did not fire any ammunition and re-
turned %< t.eir formerly occupied positicns. The action began
at 07304 and ended about 310830A March 1945. At 1020A the Bn
(A & 2) was alerted for movement to ZWESTEN, The Bn elements
were assembled arnd moved out at 1040A. The march was marked by
stops during the road march, 4 call for the gquarterirg party
was received at 16304, The march wus resumed st 1645A and the
Bn elerents moved irto a bivouac position in an open field 500
vards N of NEUBERICH (B935113) at 18354, C Company established
rerimeter defense by ceccupying positions on commardingground
surrounding the bivouac sres, The 2nd Ren Plat executed a re-
cournaiss nce of woods 800 yurds E of the bivouac area, No trace
of the enemy could be founi. The En elements remakhed in this
position for three days. A distence of 55 miles was covered
21 March 1945,

Company A contirued to advance North with CCB :gainst slight
oppositicn, Comp ny A departed from vicirity of BAD WILDUNGEN
31C80CA iaurch 1845, In the advarce on approacching of WETHEN the
lst Plat Compeny A attached to 52nd fArmd Inf Bn was reguested
to destroy a suspectecd OP inthe town of WETHEN (B930223). A
total of 1f rounds of EE were fired. The suspected OP, a tower,
was destroyed., The march continued without furtker incicdent,

A Compuny arrived at WORLTLL 17DDA (BS712C4).

B Compary cortirued to advence Nortk with CCA against slight
resistarce, At the re.umption of the march 21 March 1645 B Come
rany was relieved frcm attachment to CCB. The mission during
tre march was to protect the Combat Tcmmand Trains. The 1st
rlut was attached to the Service Compary, 1l4th Tank Ern, 2nd Plat
tc the Service Battery, 3rd aFA, and tke 3rd to €0tk Armd Inf Bm.
The company Jleparted from RUTIHELMSFAUSEN 3108CCA March, During
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E?ﬁ‘maffg”f: prisoners were.tuzen.vlihe company arrived ot %WAR—
BURG (B35302ZC,). Upon arriving at WAKZURG the gUns reverted to
company cortrol und were posted for the security of the Combat
Commant,

At about J1C720A wmarch 1645 MG fire was heard in wcode 2C0
vards w of the Z2nd Flat positicn ir the Train's Biwouac at
FLORSIIATM (H282E579), <Ine section moved to the vicirity of thre
woods. The action ceased shortly thereafter and tre section
returned to iteg original positicn, C Cospany departed from

LCREIAIM vwith Divisicn Trains and after zn uneventful march
arrived at NsUsiRICH (B935113) at 18354, ’

The mcnth of Morceh 1945 marked the first month of action
for the 658tk TD battalion, Although the perscnrel of this
organization, with a few excepticns, had no battle experience ,
wrnice ccom .itted, the men performed like veterans. It cecn be said
that the €56 TD Bn wert into acticn at the closing phases of the
War in ‘urope against determined enemy but weak in reserves and
mnateriel,

The perticipation of this organizaticn can be broken down
into two, somewhat distirct campaigns; the campaign East of
the RUZR RIVER and the campaign East of the RHINE RIVER., While
suyr. orting the acticn of the 9th Armored Divisicn East of the
RCER RIVER «n enemy weak in materiel strength but fighting
stubbornly ard holding tenaciously was met and defeated, With
the capture of the LUDENDORF BRIDGE the action was carried
across the RYUIIT RLVER where the enemy attacked continually
trying to elimirate and then contain the bridgehead., Flements
of this organization were first troops of trhe TD arm to cross
to the East tunks of the RHINE RIVER and participated irn acticn
durirg a critical pericd.

With the crossing of the remainder of the battalion, the
65€6th TD Battalion furncticned as in independent Battalion under
operational control of the 8th TD Group. During this period
the organization converted from M-188 to M-36s as their basic
weapon, After the enemy spent his force on counter-attacks,
the -ction turned into a pursuit, The 656th TD Battalion was
agzin attached to the 9th Armored Division and participated in
the pursuit.

In one month of acticn the 656th TD Battalion covered ap-
proximately Z2C0 miles distance, took over 600 enemy prisoners
and destroyed the following equipment: 2 tanks, 1 half-track,

1 SP Gun, 2 AT Guns, 1 Boat (Tug type), 18 MG emplacements,
5 AA Guns, 2 Bazooka emplacements and 4 enemy OPa, In addition
2 SP Guns were probably destroyed.
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The Tank Destroyer arm was organized with the primary
mission of destroying enemy armor. It was given a secondary
mission of reinforeing artillery, and a third of doltroyin;
fixed fortifications.

During the period covered by this report, only a few tanks
came into the platoon sectors of this organization, Only a
few pillboxes were encountered. Finally because of a shortage
of high-explosive ammunition (76-mm and 90-mm), the use of
tank :destroyers for indireet fire was discouraged. Conse-
quently, our destroyer platoons have been given many assault
misaions, Thease missions were improper ascording to TD &oet-
rine but they were proper for the situation.

Two very important fundementals, hewever, have been vio-
lated in the employment of TDs during the peried of this report.
First wasthe principle of maintaining a reserve; second was
the principle of maintaining the integrity of small units,

In the tank destroyer companies, it has been commnon prae-
tice for all three firing platoens te be committed, Had there
been any sudden call for tank destroyers iam their primary
role, maneuver would have been slew, This would have beea
ratni-booaulo tank destroyers were not designed to alug it
out with enexy tanks. They were designed tobeat enemy armor
to the combat area, then wait there in coneealed positions
until the armor came within range. Tank destroyer tastiss
are the tuctios of amdush,

Yiolation of the integrity of small units would have the
same result, In at least one case, a firing platoon was splis
and sub-attadhed -~ one section te ecash of twe assault »rifile
esompanies. Had there beeam eccasion for rapid sntitank defense
the platoom leader would have entered the uotlon with kis eom-

mand at half streagth,

[+]0) C ONs

The problea of radio communicution in a TD organizatioa
attached te an armored division was never fully solved. The
radio problem was two felds Communicatien between a fank
organization and the attached TD elements and Communicatiea
between the TD Br CP and the detached TD eompanies,

The first prodlem was partially solved by giving eaeh com~-
pany four S8CR 8510 radies. Ons radie was retained by the som-
pany sommsnder and the ether three voro.xivoa, one eash, %o
each platoom. The additional SCR 510 radios were then meunted
either in the platoom leaders M-30 or ia & platoon quarter tes,
Both ways of mountiag had their advcnta;o- and di.advanta;tl.
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In the ease of having both radios im an M~-30, ecommunisation
was centralized, providing the M-30 did not besome immodbilised.
Due to its injerent eharacteristics of bogging down easily,
using the M=~20 in operations was snd is a hasardeus risk, The
immobilization of the M-30 would aot only disrupt but caneel
eomsunjications between the platoom leader and the attashed
tanks s«nd the platc m leader and the guns of his platoon,

The other alternative was to mount the SCR 810 im a platoon
quarter ton, The one disadvantage of this set up is that the
platoon leader had to divide his time betweemn two vehiscles,
At times this was not feasible, especially during a march or
in an actiocn involving a considersable amount of mevement,

The SCR 608 provided for Command commumications between
the Battalion Command Group and Company Headquarters did not
prove satisfastory in this organ.satioan, Due to the line of
sight characteristios of the radio and the distanees at which
the companies operated, communication betweea the Bn CP and
the eomp.nies was diffieult t0 maimtain and in some cases im-
possible. Relay stations were set up dut due to the shertage
of vehicles and the extreme distances involved in a rapidly
moving situation, communications with the companies could net
be maintained. The S8CR 508 would have been ideal for a sit-
uation of this mature but the four 3CR $06 readios available
in this organization were used on Divisioam neta and thnrototJ
could not be spared,
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