
HEA~UARTIRS 

658th iJ,:l'HIBIAN fRACT~ BAT'.LAUON 


FORT ORD, CALIFORNIA 


BATTALION HISTORt 

AffilL 
1944 

15 April 194ft. Fort ~:'rd, Ca.l.ifornia: COJI.'Vlm,."iION: l?ur8uant to authority con­

tained 111 Lot.t.er, FUes AGJ22 (23 }Jar 41+) o-B-I-Bl«lCT-N, War ~~t., 

dated 28 Uaroh 1944, the 658th Tank Dastroyer BattaHon 1. hereby converted 

to the 650th Amphibian Tractor Dattallon, wlth permanent. station at Fort. Or<l, 

Califomia. m-ACTIVATI0N: Purauant. to IUthorlt¥ contained in lAItter, 10'11., 

• 	 AGJ22 (23 l&ar It.tt) o-B-I-BUGCT-N, War lAIpartment., dated 28 l4arch 1944, ReCOIl­

naiseance Compal1¥ ot this Bat.talion ls d18banded. 

27 April 19M., Fort ()rd, Calitornia: IJ.eut.enant. General. lie NAm inspected the 

Battallon in tra1n1n&. 

)0 AWl 194ft, Fort, Orcl, Calltorn1a: Stnnct.hl Forty three (43) ottlcen, tlft 

hUndred and th1l't.een (513) Bnlleted Uen • 

• 

http:Stnnct.hl
http:Lot.t.er


H&AWUARTERS 
6SSth JJlPHlBlAN TRACTOR BAtTALIOO 

,lo'ORT ORO, CALIFORNIA 

BATTALION HIS'1'ORY 

HAl 
1944 

2 Mw 19M, Fort. Ord, Calitornia: OffIcer. and EnlI.ted Men of the Battallon 

t.hrew Uve Hand Grenadea on the Hand Grenade Course. 

10 Mag 1944. Fort Ord, California I Officers and Enlisted Ken of the Battalion 

went. through Chlorine Gas Chamber and the Night Inflltration Courae. 

y j,lal 1944, Fort Ord, Calitornial Battalion moved to new area trom Block 

112;') to Block ISS. Weather: Fair. Morale: Ixcellent. 

25 May 1944. Fort Ord, California I Battalion participated in Basic Medical 

reat. Ratingl Vert SatIsfactory. 

31 ¥aT 1944. Fort Ord, Cal1tornial Strength' FortI' ti" (45) Ofticers, tift 

hundred and twenty t.wo (;22) Enllited Men. Increaset Two (2) ofticer., nine 

(9) Enlisted lien• 

• 



HEA~UARTERS 
6S8\h AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BATTAUCII 

FORT ORO. CALIP'OONIA 

BIl'tTAUtll HIS'roRf 

i!m! 
1944 

6 "g 19M. Fort. Ord, Calltom1aa BattaUoc participated in Ar'IIJ¥ Ground 

Faroe. PhJ81cal Pitne.. Tena. Bat.tal.1on peraent.aps Ninet.t t.wo p8l"C*lt. (9~) 

''1eatherl Fair. JIorale, ixcellent. 

9 "!f!! 191.4. Fort. Ord, Calitorn1ar Pur...,t. to aut.noritr contained in lAatter 

rUe AGF ,al.,/36 (R) (11 October 194') 0JIJC'1' dated 11 Ootober 1943, Subject, 

"Reorganisation ot Unite Under tift Table. ot Orpn1saUon" and T/o " B 17-l25, 

r/O " E 17-126 anel T/O " E-l2'1 CorIJlan¥ "0" ot thia Battal ion 18 beNb¥ --.ot,­

lw.tecI ettective this date. Pur.ua.nt to authoritT oontained in !Attter rUe 

AGF '3>.3/36 (8) (11 Oatober 1943) GlIlCT dated 11 October 1943, SubJect.s"Be­

organisat1cxl ot Unit. Under New Tables ot Organisation." tb1. T;iattAi\lon and 

J&edioal. Detaahunt 1. herebr reorpn1..d WlW r/o It E 17-125 ..fteative th1. 

date. Pursuant to aut.hol'1t,Y oontained in Let.ter File AGF 320.3/36 (R) (ll Oat.­

.her 1943) GJI)CT dated II October 1943, Subjects "Reorpn1at.1on ot Unite Under 

New Table. ot Orpniut1on" Head::p1art,er. and Service Oompan.y ot tb1a Batta110n 

18 herebr reor&an1sed Wldar T/O" I 11-126 etteatift t.b.1. date. Pu.nu.&nt to 

authorit¥ aon\a1.ned in r.tter FUe AGF 320.3/36 (R) (11 October 1943) GNGCT 

dated 11 October 1943, Subject.: "Reorganisation ot Units Under New Table. ot 

Ori;ani.Jlation" Ccapan1.. "A" and "8" or this Satta] ion are hereby reorganized 

wuter T/O 8& B 17-lZl eltecti" this date. 

l? .IUD! 1944. Port. Ord, Calltom1a: Bat.tal.1otl rel.ift"ed ot assignmwlt to 13th 

AJ'mored Group and aoa1gned to 18th AnIored Group per Tel..v-. HeadqUU"t.ers 

III Corp•• COMWANDIUG OFFIClilt 18th Armored Group: Colonel WILLIAM S. TRIP~"". 

http:Pur.ua.nt


e I26- .I•• 19M. Fort. Ord Calltomial Bat.tal101l part! pat.ed 1n Second Week ot 


Sea '1'ra1niD&. 


30 JWl. 1944. ,ort. Orel, Calltorn1ai St.rength Port7 tlft (45) Ottloers, 011. (1)

• 

Warrant. Ottic.r, tly. hundred anel tw.t., nin. (529) EnUst.ecl Men. Inarea••• 

On. (1) warrant. ottlcer, s..,. (7) Enlist.eel Ilen • 

• 




• • H&A~UART.iiRS 
6S8th AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BATTALION 

FORT ORD, CALIFORlUA 

BATTALICIi HISTORY 

It Jglr 19M. Fort Ord, Calltorn1a1 Battalion participatec11n Aapbibian Par­


ade 'With lBth ANorec.t Group. 


10 .full 1244. Fort Ord, Callfom1al Battallon mo.ect tJ"Oll laat Garri.cm, Fort. 


Or. to new area ill Ifa1n CJarriHll, Fort Orcl. _.ther: WaN. JIora~1 Ixoellct. 


2p JW 19M. Fort Ord, California. Battalion partioipated in usual GarriBOD 


duties. 


2!?lW 19M. Port. Ord, Calltomia. Major P'RED A. RATHKE, 0-2734l0 ••IUM. 

co.end ot Batt.allon per General Or_ NWlber 3, thi8 Headtuarter.. Strerlath. 


'ort1 \hree (43) Offioer., two (2) Warrant Oftioer., five hundred and t1fty 


eight (558) Inllned )fen. DlcreaH' Two (2) ottioer•• Increase: One (1) War­


rant otficer, twentr nine (2!) !nl.iated Men. 


http:Garri.cm


• • HIl~UARTIRS 
658tb AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BATfAUON 

FORT ORD. CALlFORNIA 

BAT'IAUON HISTCm 

a Agu.!$. 191t4. Fort Ord, Cal1.t'ornial Batt.allon received Movsumt. Order. troa 


li'.ar De~t, ~'lalJh1naton, D. C. ?iD 370., (1 Auguet 1944) OBS:;V to be pre­


pared to move to San Francisco Por\ of Bllbarkation. 


10 AMUd: 19M- Fort Ord, Cal1torn1aa Uaual. O&rriaon cllti.. plus preparation 


if? Augu.t l24lt, Fort <:rd, CaUtarn.1a: Ueual. Garrieon dltie8 plu. preparation 


tor oversea. 1lOv.unt. 


31 Aueat, 19h1t, Fort. Ord, Cal1tOrnial Stren&thr Twent,y (20) otficer_, two (2) 


Warrant ottioen, tour hwldred and e1ght,r (4&» Enlisted llen. Decrea... Twent7 


three (~) Ofticer., e1&ht.Y (SO) &1l1.ted Meb. 


http:CaUtarn.1a


HlAD.4UARTli.RS 
658\h AKPHIBIAN tRACTOR BATTALION 

CAMP STC*EUAN, CALIFORNIA 

BAT'l'AU<li HISTORI 

7 S!P\teby 194dt. Fon Ord, Calltomia. Battallon lett, rort Oret at 1020 houn 


and arrived at Cup Stoo.a.n, Pittsburgh, Oal1torn1& at l7tl/.) houra. Weather a 


Fair. Morale. KxoeJ.lent. 


21 Sept,p!b!r 69h,4t, Cup StoMMn, Calltomia: Battallon oaapleteet Staa1n& 


Area pI"OOe.e1.n&. Weather. Fair. Morale. KxaeUent. 


22 See!!P'r 19M, Cup ston..-n, Calltorn1a: Battalion dapart,ed trOll Cup 


Ston.aan, Calitom1a at 1330 hours lI1et boardad S. S. CataUna 1430 hour. tor 


SU Franci.co Port. ot lriIbarkation. Aft-i..d San Franci.co Port Ot Embarkation 


at. l830 houra. BoardId Unitdd State. AnrI' Tran.port, Momac S... at l830 hOW"ll. 


l&onl.e. Excellent. Conduct or Trooper Superior. 


23 Sep!!!f!b!rl9b4. Aboard U. S. A. T. Momao Sea. Lett San Franciaco Port. or 


IiabarkaUon at. 0830 houra WU"'O'lte OYV.... Weather: Fair. Sea: Rough. Morale. 


Excellent. 


24-29 Septe.be£ 19M, Aboard U. ~3. A. T. Wolw.o Sea. Uaual ahlp board dutie•• 


',Veather. tiara. Sea. Calm. Uorale. Bxoellent. 


1O SeJ?!:eaber 12M. Aboarci u. S. A. T. Normac Sea: StrenatJu Nineteen (19) 


Ofticera, on. (1) Warrant. Otficer, tour hundred and anenty nine (479) Wi... 


ted Uen. Cht (1) Otticer, one (1) Warrant. Otficer and one (1) Enli.ted Man 


em llItacbad Senic. at. San Francisco Port or &lbarkatlon. Weather. ~l&1'1l. Sea. 


Cala. Moral.: Exoellent. 


http:Septe.be
http:Franci.co
http:Franci.co
http:HlAD.4UARTli.RS
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HRAI4UARTillIS 
6S8th AYPHIBIAH TRACTOR ~!'1'ALI(1f 

ABOARD UNITED STATES ARUY TRANSPORT IIORioiAC SiA 

VR 
ogtob!r *944. Aboard u. S. A. T. Wormao Sea: UIIU8l. lIhip board dutie•• Bat-

t,aJ ion croa..d Equator at. 1)00 houra. atticer. and Enlisted ~en part.1cil»oted 

in approp;-iate cereaon1es. ?leathera Wara. Sea: Cala. Morale: ~ellent. 

5 October l.9ltIt. Aboard U. S. A. T. Mormac Sea: Usual ailip board wties, one 

dat lost due to crossing of International late Line. 

9 October 19M. Aboard u. S. A. T. I&ormao Sea: Anchored at ~.. of Agust.a 

Ba.r, Bougalnville Island. Weather: Fair. &4orale: Excellent. 

13 October 19M. Aboarc:l U. S. A. T. UOrMC Sea: lAtt Island of Bougainville 

at. lJJO hours. hather: ~'lara. Sea : Cala. I40rales Excellent. 

14 Ootober 194$. Aboard u. S. A. T. Mormac Sea: Anchored ott ot lJunda Air 

Strip, N .... Georgia Ielande at <l\OO hour•• 

15 October IN. Aboard U. !'i. A. T. I&omac ~)_: lAttt lew Georgia Ielande at 

1500 houn. Weather. Warm. Seal Calm. Morale: Excellent• 

• 1 Ootober 19M. Aboard u. ~~. A. T. l.1ormac Sea: Anchored at Finechh&tin, New 

Guinea at 0600 hours. 

18 October 1944. Aboard u. S. A. T. llormac 5ea: Debarked !rOia ahip at 1800 

hours and moved to Cup Yadieon, Finsohhatin, Hew GWnea by Motor Convo.Y. 

Battalion ..t up uual. camp aite. Weather: Ra1n.r. Korale: Excellent. 

2/, October 19M. Aboard u. S. A. T. liormac Sea: Daparted Camp Madison at 21.00 

hours and reboarded U. S. A. T. )lormac Sea. Weather: Cool and storm,y. Uoralel 

Good. 

II October 19M. Aboard u. S. A. T.l4ormac Sea: Lett F1nschhatin, New Guinea at 

0800 hours enroute to Cape Gloucester, He" Brltian. Weathezo& il&rm. Worale: &x­

celient. 



e eat Og\ob!r 1,... cape Glou.oeater, New Britain: Dabarked tram U. S. 1. T. 


Monaac Sea at 1100 hour•• Uoved to bivouac area b.v aootor convo.Y. 


II Omber 19Wt, Cape Gloucester, Mew BrItain: Batt.al.1aa attohed to 40th 


Infantry D1v1.1an, XIV Corpe, 8th Arrq. Strencth: Twent1' (20) Officera, two 


(2) iiarrant otficer., tour t.lnc:tr.d and aeventr Myent(477) Bnllated v..,. 
Increa.e: On. (1) Otficer, one (1) Warrant Ottloer. Decreasea Two (2) Enll__ 

ted Men. 



HEA~UARTERS 
6S8th AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BtlTTALION 

AFO 40 

BATTAUai lUSTeR! 


NO'fftJ4I!§R

1944 


1-10 Hoyember 1944. Cape Glouoester, Hew Britain: Usual Camp duties. Battal ­


ion AEQ 17074 ohanged to APO 40. 


17 Hovember 1244. Cape Glouoester, lew Britain. 1st Lieutenant CARL B. BOOTH, 


0-43S93S, Battalion Surgeon promoted to t.he rank ot Captain per paragr&,iXl 


nuber l6, Special Order NUlllber221, War Department. llt.te ot Rank: 14 Septea­

bar 1944. 


23 Hovember l2~, Cape Glouoester, Hew Britain: Thanksgiving ra.r. Church 


Services hel tor all Dlmominations. Usual ArlIT Thanksgiving Dinner prepared 


br Compa.ny Ye.ses. Weather: Hot. Morale: Excellent. 


30 Nov.aber 1944, Cape (iloucester, No Britain: Strength: TwentT (20) Otticers, 


two (2) Warrant Otticers, tour hundred and seYentr eight (478) Enliated Men. 


Increase: One (1) Enlisted Man. 


http:Compa.ny


~U~ 
659t.h AllPHIBIAN TRACTOR BA'tTAUON 

APO 40 

BATTALION HIS'lORI 

7 !?teqe!b!r 12Wt. Cape Gloua..t.er, N_ 8I"lta1lu Bat.t.all.on a.barked at. 1730 


boure on 1ST ....... :lb7, Zl2, 1013, 6J.O and u>n DUilbeI" 6. Da.tinat.1on W\­


lcnawn, pe:naanent chance of at&tlOil. Authorltf' Field Order number 1, Head­


qu&rter8, 40th Wan\r'1' D1.v1.1011. Weatherc twIST. 8eal Rau.ah. w.or81.: &x.­

aellent. 


9 DeC~ManWI llIland, Adm.iraltf GrcMlpa Dat.ta] Ion anohored ott llanl1. 


laland at 1500 hour•• Sea: Ctt.la. iIorales Excellent.. 


15 Dlc.ber 19M. Dllparted ~u. laland at 0700 hour•• 


18 pte..,. 19M. •• Ou.lt, N.. Guinea. Arrlftd Huen Gu.l.t at 06)0 hour. tor 


pract.1oe land1n&•• Weather: Wara and olear. Morale. &XC.llmt. 


~ Dee!!ber 19M. Manu. Ialand, AdII1ralt,r Group: Chri.tM. l&t. Church Servi­


O8e held &board eh1p. Uaual. Army Chri.tMa D1nner. Weatherc ri&l'll. Korale: Ix­

aellent. 

2:l D.ceeb!r 12lt4. Aboard LST8: Departed Manu. leland at 15)0 hours. Weathers 


Clear. Sea: Cala. Morale, ixceUMt.. 


31 Dlft9b!r 19,.. Aboard LST.: Strength. -rwent,y (20) otficers, two (2) .Varrant. 


Ott1cer., tOQl" iuldnd and e.1.ght7 (480) F.nliated )fen. !noreeN. Two (2) iD.l.ia­

http:Bat.t.all.on

