HEADSUARTERS
658th ALPHIBIAN TRACTOR BATTALION
FCRT ORD, CALIFORNIA
BATTALION HISTORY

APRIL
1944,

15 April 19kL, Fort (rd, California: CONVERSION: Pursuant to authority con-
tained in Letter, File: 4G322 (23 Mar 4L4) O=-B-I-BNGCT-N, “ar Department,
dated 28 Narch 1944, the 658th Tank Destroyer Battalion is hereby converted
to the 658th Amphibian Tractor Battalion, with permanent station at Fort Ord,
California, IE-ACTIVATICN: Pursuant to aithority contained in letter, File:
AG322 (23 Mar 4&,) O=B-I-BNGCT-N, War Department, dated 28 March 1944, Recon-
naissance Company of this Battalion is disbanded.

27 April 194k, Port Ord, California: Lisutenant General MC NAIR inspected the
Battalion in training.

30 Aprdl 29L4, Fort Ord, California: Strength: Forty three (43) Officers, five
tundred and thirteen (513) Bnlisted Men.
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HEADJUARTERS
658th AMPHIBIAN TRACTUR BATTALION
FORT ORD, CALIFORNIA
BATTALION HISTORY

MAY
1944,

9 May 194k, Fort Ord, California: Officers and Enlisted Men of the Battalion
threw live Hand Orenades on the Hand Grenade Course.

10 May 1944, Fort Ord, California: Officers and Enlisted Men of the Battallon
went through Chlorine Gas Chamber and the Night Infiltration Course,

36 May 1944, Fort Ord, California: Battallon moved to new area from Block
#253 to Block #55, Weather: Fair, Morale: Excellent.,

25 May 1944, Fort Ord, California: Battalion participated in Baslic Medical
Test, Rating: Very Satisfactory.

31 May 1944, Fort Ord, California: Strength: Forty five (L5) Officers, five
hundred and twenty two (522) Enlisted lMen. Increase: Two (2) Officers, nine
(9) Enlisted lMen,



HEA DJUARTERS
658th AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BATTALION
FORT ORD, CALIFORNIA

BATTALION HISTORY

JUNE
1944,
2 Jupe 1944, Fort Ord, California: Battalion partioipated in Army Ground

Forces Physical Fitness Tests, Battalion percentage: Ninety two percent (92%)
| Yeather: Fair. Morale: ixcellent,

9 June 1944, Fort Ord, California: Pursuant to authority contained in lstter
File AGF 320,3/36 (R) (11 October 1943) GNGCT dated 11 October 1943, Subject:
"Reorganisation of Units Under New Tables of Organisation" and T/0 & E 17-125,
T/0 & E 17-126 and 7/0 & E~127 Company "C" of this Battalion is hereby de-act-
ivated effective this date. Pursuant to authority contained in Letter File
AGF 320,3/36 (R) (11 October 1943) GNGCT dated 11 October 1943, Subject:”Re-
organisation of Units Under New Tables of Organiszations" this Battalion and
Vedical Detachment is hereby reorganised under 1/0 & E 17-125 effective this
date. Pursuant to authority contained in Letter File ACF 320.3/36 (R) (11 Qet~
ober 1943) GNGCT dated 11 October 1943, Subject: "Reorganimation of Units Under
New Tables of Organisation" Headquarters and Service Company of this Battalion
is hereby reorganised under 7/0 & E 17-126 effective this date. Pursuant to
authority oontained in Letter File AGF 320.3/36 (R) (11 October 1943) GNGCT
dated 11 October 1943, Subjeot: "Heorganisation of Unite Under New Tables of
Or;anigzation” Companies "A" and "B" of this Battalion are hereby reorganized
under T/0 & B 17-127 effective this date.

19 June 1944, Fort Ord, California: Battalion relieved of assignment to 13th
Armored Group and aosigned to l8th Armored Group per Telegram, Headquarters
I1I Corps, COMMANDING OFFIC:R 18th Armored Group: Colonel WILLIAM S, TRIPLATY,
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26.' June 194k, Fort Ord Californias Battalion partidipated in Second Week of
Sea Training.

30 June 1944, Fort Ord, cm.romn§ Strength Forty five (45) Officers, one (1)
Warrant Officer, five hundred and t;.wont.y nine (529) Enlisted Men. Increase:
One (1) Warrant Officer, seven (7) Enlisted Men.



HBADJUARTERS
658th AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BATTALION
PORT ORD, CALIPORNIA

BATTALION HISTORY

i

4 July 1944, Fort Ord, Californias Battalion participated in Amphiblan Par-
ade with 18th Armored Group.

10 July 1944, Fort Ord, California: Battalion moved from East Garrison, Fort
Ord to new area in Main Garrisen, Fort Ord, Weather: Warm. lorale: Excellent.
20 July 1944, Fort Ord, California: Battalion participated in usual Garrison
duties,

30 July 1944, Fort Ord, California: Major FRED A. RATHKE, 0-273410 assumes
command of Battalion per General Order Number 3, this Headquarters. Strengthi
Forty three (43) Officers, two (2) Warrant Officers, five hundred and fifty
eight (558) Enlisted Men. Decrease: Two (2) Officers. Increase: One (1) War-
rant Officer, twenty nine (29) Enlisted len.
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. HEA DQUARTERS .

658th AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BATTALION
FORT ORD, CALIFORNIA

BATTALION HISTORY

AUBU:
L,

2 August 1944, Fort Ord, California: Battalion received Movement Orders from

War Department, ilashington, D, C, WD 37G.5 (1 August 1944) OBS:V to be pre-

pared to move to San Francisco Port of Embarkation.

20 August 1944, Fort Ord, California: Usual Garrison duties plus preparation

for overseas movement,

20 August 1944, Fort Ord, California: Usual Garrison duties plus preparation
' for overseas movement.,

31 August 194k, Fort Ord, California: Strength: Twenty (20) Officers, two (2)

Warrant Officers, four hundred and eighty (480) Enlisted len. Decrease: Twenty

three (23) Officers, eighty (80) Enlisted Meh,
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. HEADJUARTERS .
658th AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BATTALIOK
CAMP STONEMAN, CALIFORNIA
BATTALION HISTORY
e
7 _Ssptember 2944, Fort Ord, California: Battalion left Fort Ord at 1020 hours
and arrived at Camp Stoneman, Pittsburgh, California at 1720 hours. Weather:
Fair. Morale: Excellent.
21 September 1944, Camp Stoneman, California: Battalion completed Staging
Area processing. Weather: Fair. Morale: Excellent.
22 September 1944, Camp Stoneman, California: Battalion departed from Camp
Stoneman, California at 1330 hours and boarded S. S, Catalina 1430 hours for
San Prancisco Port of Hmbarkation. Arrived San Francisco Port Of Embarkation
at 1830 hours. Boardsd United States Army Transport Mormac Sea at 1830 hours.
Morale: Excellent. Conduct of Troops: Superior.
23 September 194L, Aboard U, S, A, T. Mormac Sea: Left San Francisco Port Of
imbarkation at 0830 hours enroute overseas. Weather: Fair. Sea: Rough. Morale:
Exscellent.
24=29 September 194k, Aboard U, S, A, T, Mormac Sea: Usual ship board duties,
Weather: larm, Sea: Calm. Morale: Excellent.
30 September 1944, Aboard U, S, A, T. Mormac Sea: Strength: Nineteen (19)
Officers, one (1) Warrant Officer, four hundred and seventy nine (479) Enlis-
ted ten. One (1) Officer, one (1) Warrant Officer and one (1) Enlisted Man
on Detached Service at San Franciseo Port of Embarkation., Weather: Warm. Sea:
Calm, Morale: Excellent,
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HEADLUARTERS
658th AMFHIBIAN TRACTCOR BATTALION
ABOARD UKITED STATES ARMY TRANSPORT MORMAC SBA
BATTALIBN HISTORY
Q%}‘.OE_R
Lly

2 Ogtober 194k, Aboard U, S. A. T, Mormac Sea: Usual ship board duties. Bat-
talion crossed Equator at 1300 hours. Officers and inlisted Fen participated
in appropriate ceremonies, lieather: Warm. Sea: Calm. Morale: Excellent.
5 October 1944, Aboard U, S. A. T. Mormac Sea: Usual ship board duties, one
day lost dus to crossing of International Date Line,
J_October 194k, Aboard U, S, A, T. Mormac Seat Anchored at impress of Agusta
Bay, Bougainviile Island, Weather: Falr. Morale: Excellent.

October Aboard U, S, A, T. Mormac Sea: Left Island of Bougainville
at 1330 hours. Weather: ijarm, Sea : Calm, Morale: Excellent.
i October 19Lk, Aboard U. S. A. T. Mormac Sea: Anchored off of lunda Air
Strip, New Georgia Islands at OBOO hours.
15 October 1944, Aboard U. &, A, T. Mormac Sea: Left New Georzia Islands at
1500 hours. ieather: Warm., Sea: Calm. Morale: Excellent.
&7 October 1944, Aboard U, U, A. T. Mormac Sea: Anchored at Finschhafin, New
Guinea at 0600 hours,
18 October 194k, Aboard U, S, A. T. Vl(ome Sea: Debarked fran ship at 1800
hours and moved to Camp kadison, Finschhafin, New Guinea by Hotor Convoy.
Battalion set up usual camp site, Weather: Rainy., Morale: Excelilent,
26 October 194k, Aboard U, S, A, T, Mormac Sea: Departed Camp Madison at 2100

hours and reboarded U, S, A, T, Mormac Sea. Weather: Cool and stormy. Morale:
Good,

27 October 1944, Aboard U. S, A. T. Mormac Sea: Left Finschhafin, New Guinea at
0800 hours enroute to Caps Gloucester, New Britian, Weather: Warm, Morale: Ex=-

cellent,




28 October 194k, Caps Gloucester, New Britain: Debarked from U, S, A, T.
Mormac Sea at 1100 hours. Hoved to bivouac area by wotor convoy.

31 Optober 1944, Cape Gloucester, New Britain: Battalion attched to 4Oth
Infantry Division, XIV Corpe, 8th Army. Strength: Twenty (20) Officers, two
(2) Warrant Officers, four hundred and seventy sevent(477) Enlisted Ven,

Increase: One (1) Officer, one (1) Warrant Officer. Decrease: Two (2) Enlis-
ted len,



HEA DQUARTERS
658th AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BATTALION
APO 4o
BATTALION HISTORY

NQ
1944

1-10 November 194, Caps Gloucester, New Britain: Usual Camp duties. Battal-
ion APO 1707l changed to AP0 4O.

17 November 194k, Cape Gloucester, New Britsin: lst Lieutenant CARL B. BOOTH,
0-435935, Battalion Surgeon promoted to the rank of Captain per paragraph
number 16, Special Order Number22l, War Department. Date of Rank: 1l Septem-
ber 1944.

. 23 November 1944, Cape Gloucester, New Britain: Thanksgiving Day. Church
Services hel for all Dsnominations. Usual Army Thanksgiving Dinner prepared

by Company Messes. Weather: Hot. Morale: Excellent.

30 November 1944, Cape Giloucester, New Britain: Strength: Twenty (20) Officers,
two (2) Warrant Officers, four hundred and seventy eight (478) Eniidtod Men.
Increase: One (1) Enlisted Man,
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° e
658th AMPHIBIAN TRACTOR BATTALION
APO 4O
BATTALION HISTORY

DEC
1944

7 Decesber 19L4, Cape Glousester, New Britain: Battalion embarked at 1730
hours on LST mumbers 267, 272, 1013, 610 and LSD number 6. Destination un-
known, permanent change of station. Authority: Field Order number 1, Head-
quarters, LOth Infantry Division. Weather: Stormy. Sea: Rough., Morale: REx-

cellent.

9 Dscessber 1945,Manus Island, Adnirslty Group: Battalion anchored off Manus
Island at 1500 hours, Sea: Culm, Morale: Excellent. |

15 December 1944, Departed Vanus Island at 0700 hours.

18 December 1944, Huen Gulf, New Guinea: Arrived Huen Gulf at 0630 hours for
practics landings. Weather: iiarm and clear. Morale: Excellent.

25 Dscember 1944, Manus Island, Admiralty Group: Christmas Day. Church Servi-
ces held aboard ship. Usual Army Christmas Dinner. lieather: tarm, Morale: Ex-
cellent,.

27 Deceuber 194k, Aboard ISTs: Departed Manus Island at 1530 hours. Weather:

Clear, Sea: Culm. Morale: Exceilent.

31 December 194k, Aboard LSTs: Strength: Twenty (20) Officers, two (2) Warrant
Officers, four hundred and eighty (480) Enlisted Men. Increase: Two (2) Enlis-
ted Ven,
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