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HEADQUARTERS
7018T TANK DESTROYER BATTALION
APO 251, ¢/o Postmaster, New York, N. 1.

April 14, 1943

Commanding Officer Q: ‘ R
1lst T.D. Group LY

: New A P
Dear Sir: o ' b o N

" In compliance with message 1115 dated 14th April, 1943, the following
report is submitted: combal action of this battalion aceording to battalisn

dairy ig as follows: S\

- March 16, battalion attached to!9th divieion. -L Company leaves é\fi.tla,-

takes up position east of Thelepte, ! L N

_ March 17, battslion leaves Kasserine valley to take up pesitién at |\
Thelepte airfields 1 & 2. Dispositigns: A Co. in pass to south esst of|’
Thelepte, C Co. covering valley spproaching Thelepte from the east with
positione about four miles from the town, B Co. in reserve in klle te
nerthwest of town with prepared positiong on north edge of town. Co, I,
39th Inf, attached positions at soutkern and eastern edge of airfield No. 1.

March 20, Reeon. patrols into the Pichon, Fondouk, Fiad arca and to
Gafsg area to learn disposition of friendly units and situstion.

March 23, Recon, Co. investigates reported paratroop landings, negative
report. 1735, alerted to move, .

March 24, 0210 arrived in bivousc area 3 miles east of Gafsa. During
this night march eolumn was harassed by bombing, strafing and flares for
the last three hours of the trip, causing considerable delay. It was
necessary for the officers to get the men back into the vehicles and get
them moving after convincing them that the attack was merely for nfiisance

purposss, :
' Warch 24, relieved &0lst T, D. Bn, in Fl Guettar sector. B Co. in
position on Gabes road, A, C, and Recon. in vicinity of cross roads. 1045,
B Co. under enemy artillery fire, noc casualities, 1600, Recon, Co. sends
forward two platoone to recomnoiter to the front. One platoon commender
observes enemy mortar position and called for artillery support which was
promptly given. : o

March 25, 1715 B Co. pesitions under enemy artillery fire, two men

Barch 27, battslion joins lst T,D. Group., Moves under cover of darke
rese to take up positions in *Gum Treé Road* pass. Dispositions: one
compiny less one platoon on east side of passj 1 compeny less one platoon
in passs remainder of battalion at west end of pass,

March 29, 1455, strafing and bombing by enemy air, no ecasualities, -
Night listening posts esteblished about four miles out in the "Gum Tree
Ro&d" and Sakket vslley, by Recon. Co, - T R .

¥areh 30, 1700, reconnaissance in force consisting of two T.D. platoons
in Sakket valley and two in "Gum Tree Road" valley, hoth tsken under heavy
artillery fire by enemy. Progress short and uniformative. Withdrew at
last 1light, ' _ ;

n March 31, Reocon. Co. platoon leaders out on reconnalssance to east
spol enemy artillery and aet as forward observers to adjust our artillery's
fire. 22/5, message from T.D. group to move cne company without delay
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along Gabes, Gafsa road to protect right flank of division. Neoesmry
reconnaissance movement orders issusd limediately. Company moved to
assambly position near old positions an Gebes road, | L

- April 1, 0415, orders canceled and company withdrawn to aasembly poaiti- ;
on in vielpity of cross roads, Reconna.isaanoe had revealed area very orowded :
ard no place for T,D. guns,

April 2, Recon. platoon lesders adjust our artiller;»,r {by forward obser-
ver) on enemy vehicular concentration at Y-5179. ‘

April 3, company cormander of A Co. removes cause of shelling of his
position by driving eway and a.bandoned 2} ton truck, whila under enemy
artillery fire,

April 4, dawn patrols from B COa(SOP, was for 1istening post to und
forward patrols 1 & & miles at first light and ther retum to battalion c?
with report), reach position approximately BOO yarde from enemy infantry
and reach the mine field just south west of Sakket, Inspection by battalion
- commander of arms, vehicles and personnel,

April 5, OP, CP established in viocinity of T.D. Group OF and Bengon CP,
B Co. moves to positions two miles eist of old positions on Gabes roud and :
digs in (move under cover of darlmud) in mti.cipa.tion of enemy tank sttack - S
on the following morning. '

April 6, Reocon. Co. platoon leaders adjust fire on enemy vehicle park en E1
lazilhl.rea.

"April 8, A Co. to move fornnd during night Apr, 7 & 8 to postions ,
Just west of F1 Mazella. Novement delayed by mine field which was removed o
by infantry enginesrs, Recon, Co, reconnoitered east to 80 grid line,
contacted Benson force, 8lst Tecon., 6th Armored Inf'., and 8th Arwy pat.rols
‘befora being pulled back by making limit of reconnaissance 74 grid linel
No enemy contact, Detached from 1st T.D., group and attached to lst infantry
division, Battalion aseesbled in area just east of "Cuw Tree Road" pass.. i
Headquarters Co. weapons carrier hits enemy fine and is destroyed. No
casuklities, ' .

- April 11, move to Bou chcbkn area, puss IP 1300, arrive 1730, ;

" The use of the battalion during this period wae in genersl correct. In ;
guarding the Thelepte airfields we ‘worked in close zonjunction with other ' !
organizations charge with the same mission., One company of infantry was : %
atteched to this battalion for it's protection and disposition of compenies
were left in general up to the battilion commander. The work with the ist
infantiry division waz al#c wost satimfactory. A4 large part of the battalion
being held in ressrve with one company in well defilsded positions about
1000 meters in rear of infantry front lines, The main thing I learned
- during this perlod, in addition to how to work with the infantry, was that
T.D.'s should not be placed in an area thet is congested with other troops
where the one might interfere with the movements of the other. Also for
positions io be ocoupied during darkriess, daylight reconaissance is most
egsential; T,D.'s shoudl protect and support the infantry by taking posit-
ions just in rear of the {nfantry front lines and should coordinate closély
" with the infantry for mutusl support and protection. HReconnaisssnos for
enemy positions and tanks can often bhe better made from good,. forward Opts
rather than by ground patrols.

HARRISON KING
Lt. Col., 701st T. D. Bn.
Cormanding :




