
I& 

S
 

* SECRETH&L.DQU1RTERS 
*Per Auth: t Tb701ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION 
*Initials:
APO 464 	 U.S. tirmy 
*Date: 10 y 1945 

10 May 1945
 

SUBJECT: 	 Operations Report.
 

TO : 	 'Aijutant General, U. S. nrmy, VWashington 25, D.C. 
(Thru Channels) 

1. Submitted herewith Operations Report of the 701st Tank 
Destroyer Battalion for the period 1 - 30 April 1945, inclusive, 
in compliance with paragraph 10, AR 345-105, dated 10 March 1943. 

2. This Operations Report is taken from the Unit Journal and 
Unit Diary and supporting documentary evidence is attached thereto. 

3. Operations Report covering period through 31 March 1945 
was submitted previously. 

FOR THE COXZNDING OFFICER: 

JOPiN E DOOLE& 
let Lt, RF 
Adj
1 	Inclosure:
 

Opns Rpt w/allied Papers
 



utPRTIONS R40ORT OF TLS_ 701st TANK DzSTtdAER BATTALION FOR Tid PilRIOD 1 APRIL TO
 

30 APRIL 1945.
 

Location of Troops on 1 April 1945,
 

Battalion CL.......................... 
557150
 
Battalion Trains........................ L581118
 

Reconnaissance any..L710219
 
4th Recon. Platoon (3 81xi Lortars).. L706231
 

Corpany "A"............................. L516129
 
lst Platoon (lst Section)............ L489151
 
lst Platoon(2nd Section)...,........ L507137
 
2nd Platoon....... ... *.. ,*.... L505138
 
3rd Platoon............. ....... ,, L553195
 

Company B *607 252 
1st Platoon (1st Section)............ L606254 
1st Platoon (21id Section)............ L601244 
2nd Platoon........... L566219
 
3rd Platoon. Ist Octiun)............ L609252
 
3rd Platoon (2nd Section)L.........6.. L09253
 

Goiiiparw "C". o** bL59 3235 
1st Platoon..*.b. ..... *........ L59182367 
2nd Platoon........................ L60472359
 
3rd Platoon......................... L59262348
 

751 Tank Bn. (B, CG&C D Co's Operationally attached)"B"lCorpar, 751 Tank En............... L517129 
let Platoon(2 Tanks)L49310
1st Platoon I Tank ............... L881431st Platoon (1 Tank )................ L,488145

2nid Platoon (3 Tanke)................ L55)170

2nd tlatoon (2 Tanks)................ L516176
 
3rd Platoon (3 Tanks.............. t507165
 
3rd Platoon(2 Tanks)......... L499166
 

1101 Company, 751 Tank n........ L548168
 
1st Platoon .... e..... ............ iL565 227
 
2nd Platoon .,.......... .... ......... L572207
 
3rd Platoon ...,U.e..S. t553195
............ 


-ww 

M elm* wm 



Location of Troops on 1 Kpril 1945: (Gont'd) 

"D CoipanY, 75l Tank 3n 
1st Platoon Tak....................L3i2 
lot Patoon 2 Tanks 
2idtilatoon (3Tanks)....................L$27176 
3rd P1atoon 3 Tanks)....................L639183 

3rdtilatoon 2 Tanks)*........,......L315
 

As the period opened the 7019t Tank Destroyer Battalion and the 

751 Tafk Battalion were in defensive positions along the entire right 

-of the IV Corps front, Company I of the Battalion was in indirect 

fire positions under operational control of the h24th F..L. Group. 

' 
Company u was under operationml control of the 751st Tank Battalion
 
(&PRiZ m DB ). Reco-nais-nce Conipany wias attached to Ii Corps, sub
 

attached to the ist n.ored Diwcqicn and in Infantry positions with 

the Ist Tnk Pattalion (dismounted), 1 ", 1:, and 'W"1aCos, of the 75l 

Tanc Battalion were under control of 'e-dquatels, 701st T.D. 11n. 

1Lcozml i mpcg,:s>Cerevrta to atti-lion control on the ist 

,dld -w-s oved to the 3ILLj. ar-a (L$93136)., where the ConpanTy was pt 

on their vo-tices for the first t:meLi several months. Vehicular 
and radio .aintcnncu and the prop ration of their vehicles for com-

CL (- s. 'Telong winter period<at occt'ned tio-tr-Lu e for the next ten day. The ln itrpro 

a had resultod in toh.ehier Tact tttt their vehicles had not had 

prer prevn*tativc maint.na-ce sAd a long period of wourk was needed 

to) refit thoir vehicles for comb-at. 

For thec oth er umits <f the 3attali.rn the fURCz K, kDDNJ- FOCIGE 

YJ DDT± G tactical srouplig hxeld until the 9th of april, when all re­

vorted to exunmt unit control, During this period, positions of units 
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rd..aind escrnt ially the Sjtu vitil soL:,.Ff.,-r a:.:ceptions, and non.el 

obsrv -and unob r vWc.,lirect end indirect fires were carried out 

fro static deieisivo fire positions. ;hilo these activities wore 

b c ,ig ns were being rd:.e for thc prospecWvoof­cairi.d out, p1 


thu 75l
earsivoortu soon)to takePl-ace The >attalion (and 

Ta:k .t) w to b in direct support of the 10th U.u. I!ountinftry-n 
.ivi sion (U.S. IV Corps; in the Fifth h±Y atbampt to break out of the 

Te Division Cor:znder had do­<.ninhs i-to thu & River Jalloy. 

ciced tiLt onTTaic Coi.-y.a ad one Ta-nk Destroyer Cormoxiy would b 

for the 	initial stagos of the
attached to e ch infantry Regknnt 


eflect 120 hrs -1) as follows
operation. The attzch:eifs (to trlco 

th .,mt. Rgt. Co':p.ny, 701st T.D. Bn.Inf. 	 110" 
HI U Co 751Lst in.opny, Tank 


6th I. nf. 'UmClY,701st T. Zn.
Rogt. ,"C' Cotj@ -ny, 7Slst Panic 


37th it:.1nf. iegt. "A" oip-ay, 701st .2D .
 

' Gora 7 T-ink It.
,)n-ny, 1,st 

Kijutual agrocuilnt batrc.on the 7Olbt end 75lst (oeraa.-nding officers 

it .,:, 	 that Tar. Destroyer Com.ny -. uid send e1c s fu-rthcr agreed each 

and oach T nk Cor;:any kxldA --to n to its corresponding Tank Comp.ay, 


s id one <latoon to its corr spondng Tank Destroyer Coiany. 2. is
 

vns done to bolster the £iropovCr of the Lank Com- xityUn the 3" 

;Wlxi~ad t o giveo DIs t, benefit of the automrtic oxpois of 'I.... 

inodii. 	 tank. Th, conn-:unitions problc..s in this were nil, due to the
 

-ct series (a
th,.t both units wore equipped with the 5CR 500 radio 


mutual exchn--e -Aid I--lign. crystalsIt ?fs rnad).
 

Thu InfantrI leLcgtA Cotm.-uders vero to se±xd ooe Tank or TD
 

Corp J/ wit[h each assault Infnntry attalion,. This gavo six aiz. orod
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Wm.pmios -,-ith tao six assault inf'antry 3attalions. ions of the AL:,ur wla 

to be held in rtserv with the exception of the 701st ecuRnnaiss°lco 
ein nd f Taink TheseoD"the 751st s i too ComLiGp 0s
lil)"Gothm"
ao...,y.nd pLse .ni 


'aere to be attached to a fonation imo-wr as Task Force UTILSUIT undur 

coLi. nd of the 3rd(3i of the 86th Infantry Reginent. This force w .s 

to be activated upon Division order and w s to be used to eploit any' 

mjor breakJthrough ,a during the attack. 

The period 2 - 12 April was spent in readying for the o9Ezti1n. 

rtc TTank- Pnk Destroyer Platoon exchange made, and on the,ows 12th 

all Gecniz movedt their asscnbly areas for the attack. At 18, 

hrs 12th april oispesitions 'ore as follows; 

;3n Goa L59o2,38 
""oOL are L619245 
"B" Cerapzriy L607 252 

ist ?latoon L66 219 
2nd Platoon, ist Section L6o6254 
2nd Platoon, 2nd Soction L609252 
3rd ?iatoen L572223 

11k; o;1r (- 1rI Gun) L6372 7
 
(1 Gun, IIo ZCo32py
L60223 

leconnissnce Company L60 3237 

(The one 401 Company gun at L60224{3 was for firing "star" shells 

over given t.xget areas at night for airplanes. This air-grouid 

cooperation to night bombing a s used several tires -wthsuccess Char­

ing the operation). 

The scheduled attack by the JDth hountain Division began 5t @700
 

hours lit April. nJll (Dun Co .pnnies of the Battalion ntoed in sapport,
 

zn zy nine-idlds and drtolitiono held up progress for most of the
 

initial dry. 

The >tCack progressed sletwly. Dy-the 15th TULE had been taken, 

,n_,d -,ul~:onts were LZ)Vi slowly north, against scattered resistance. 

si 



Comp-ny "A" engaged three encny tanks this date, and put one of 

thail out of action, Again on the following day, "A" Company destroy­

ed another enwty tonik, and Gopany 1 
Q1

1 destroyed 2 anti-tank guns, 

The 85th Regiment and Corpary "B" 701st Tank Destroyer Bn, 

secured the left flank against counterattack as our attack progrssod. 

This left "B" Company well in our rear for the next few days, and ci­

ficulty was exerienced in maintaining comunications. On the 18th 

however, "B" Company was detached from the Battalion and attached to 

CC."M' of the 1st anmored Division. This Company was destined to ro­

.mai dctached for the ruainder of the operation.
 

The breakthrough into the O Valley was made on aipril 20th. TPv 

Inf,.ntry Batta1ions supported by "A" and "C" Coripanies were out of the 

Appenines and atl3OO hours the Reconnaissance Company passed through 

with orders to cut Highway # 9. This wlas affected by ltfO hours. On 

this dy., Compamy "C" destroyed one SK IV and one 150 in gun. In­

numerable prisoners wore taken. ("B' Company, with C.C,', destroy­

ed 2 SIP guns in the L69W grid square at 191200B). Battalion dis­

positions at 201800B ,april were
 

.1'-1UP751506 
1'A1' Coup mny 752255
 
C1Q11 733567
Com any 
ltA Pl7toon 741563 

' "B" Oormpany 
1st Platoon 680399
 
2nd Platoon 683396
 

Reconnaissance Company 772546
 
lst Platoon 777548 
2nd Platoon 778543
 
3rd itlatoon 737563 
4th rlatoen 774552 

The Divisional objective for the next day was to secure the 

B,,,LP1OR O bridges intact, "A" and I'C" Companics were to support the 



"
oneam-

advance of the 2nd am. of the 86th Roginont. Reconnaissance Corpw.Ir 

was to prcvides a reconnaissanco screen for the divisional advance. 

+t 0910 hours one L-8 and one L-2s armored car of the Reconnaissnce 

omp~ay wore d;stroyod by enemyI fire. The Platoon Leader of the 

First Platoon was killed, and his Platoon Sergeant was seriously 

Company was forced to vAthdraw and choosetWundcd in action. The 

another route of advance. 

&wor resistance suddenly collpsed in this area. &th Recon­

in the 2nd Bn. of the 86th Infantrynaissance Company the lead, 

of "M' Gompany moved(iuotorizod) protected in column by the guns 

30 sP.H, .timnt5speeds approxiatingalong the roads to RL VRIV at 

of Rcn Goarrived at OLPORTO- at approximately 1600 hrs., somewhat 

intact. In
in adwance of the main column, and secured both bridges 

Company bocaxac involvedthe vill--ge, hoevver, the 2nd Platoon of the 

fight with German Infantry. One L-8 Armored Car was hit
in a street 

ena-:y bazooka and the Platoon Sergeant was killed.-;d burned by ,ii 

un-The vlatoon was forced to withdr-aw back across the canal bridge 

til Infantry and TD's ccIe forward to secure the towne. .t 2118oo 

April, dispositions of the Eattalion wereo
 

L 7515o6
Pa CFj
"i101Company L 6557 53Reconnaiss nZce Compary L 6557$3 
"C" Compni L Ylh&3 31st Platoon 

L,747 6032nd vlatoon 
L 7345953rd Platoon 

the neAt morning. The 10thAdvancO&5 to the North contirnod 

Division attacked regiments abreast, the 86th Infantry (Route IIBU) 

and the 87th Infantry (Route "A" ). Conpany '1A1 supported the 86th 

a 
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and Conpany "C" sxpportod the 87th. lioconnaissnnce Coifany provided 

a screen for Route 1,&04 Objective for the day -ias G4l-TTi (F5913) on 

the }{ River. Resistince Yws slight :and CopwnH0"11"reached the town 

of S. B&ML1T1[O (l5811)about 2000 hours in the evening. The colulm 

proceeding along Route "B"was not able to roa"ch objective that nighU 

but elconts of the Reoonnaissnce Conp ay arrived at Ci"LTtt at 0900 

hrs, Road blocks were n.ii.-ediately established along all routes of ap­

proach by Cmp nios "M' and "0". Eeay resistance that rauained in 

the area wa.s mopped up, 

Infantry units cf the .0th Division ixnediately crossed the river. 

Compnies ",'" and "C" a1pported this operation by direct fire. Thu 

crossing of the tO iver by Tanks and Tank Destroyers, however, pro. 

scnted a most difficult problem, due to the fact that there wre no 

bridges available, It was not until the 25th of Lpril that elancunts 

of this Battalion wore able to cross the River to support the Infantry 

bridgehead. Rcconnaissnce Company crossed on an -l treadwoy bridge 

about 2513D0OD pril and joined the 86th Infantry Regin:int in their 

advance to the orth (objective VJ1ON;). This treadwy bridge, ho-:; 

ever, was nt a suitable mreans for the L-10s to use in crossing, and 

a capturud ferry waas utilized in ferrying the Destroyer Companies 

across, The progresswas slow nd the methcd tedious but by 26lOOB 

April Com:.pany t'. seven l-lOs of "C" Co.,pany had completcd thennd " 

crossing. These Destroyers then set about to carry out their assined 

u:issicn of flank protection advance. 2ai~ents of the Recennaisstnce 

Company were in Vz iNA witlh the 3rd Lb. 86 Infantry at 26O[ J0B april. 

Lopping up by all elements continued throughout the dsy, and at lCOOhrs 



Reconnaissance and "C" cupnies movcd to 3JSSOLiGO (F5458) to occupy 

and defend the tovn for the night. 

The Battalion asscabled at 0800 hrs the follovtug norning and nioved 

in spport of the a.dvance of the 87th Infantry Reginont along the shores 

of Lago di Grdc. Linor resistance vas net during the day, nostly fron 

88 rz, clualepurpcse /T- jT guns, of which Coup,Iy A".0 destroyed two 

and Ron Conptny destroyed one during the days operations. Forw-xd 

ela.-ents of the Battalion reached F4578 at 200 hours on the 27th vhen 

relieved by elcuents of the 751 Tank Battalion lho continued in the 

advance, 

(During this entire perio4, Corioy SIB:1 of the 701st Tank Destroy-

and had been iner 3attilion had been detached from the BattalLn 

atpport of the attackin Ist mnored Division. The Battalion was 

to t-aintain contact with this GoLJ,'ny throughout the greaterunable 

part of the 4pril operations. Coripai-w "B" on the 28th of the LlontL 

;,vas attached to the 81st Reconnaissance Squadron and on this date 

entered SOI&I (0 54o0ip). 

ibtensive dci.olitiuns at F5696 and tunnel destruction in this 

a northerly direction. An area prevented further aimured advance in 

engineer estinate of the tine to construct a passable rcute was 7 days. 

In the afternoon of the 28th, Infantry units ofIthe 10th Division ade
 

an arihibious operation (by neans of "IJKvt's") around the denolished 

readt area and pruceedud north. The Gun Companies of the Battalion
 

sipported this operation by direct fire. "ahen the advancing Infantry
 

vrs out f effective support range of the Destroyer's guns, the
 

Ccrnanies were withdrax± and road blocks were set up throughout the 

soneDivisional rea9 Dispositions remained essentially the throughout 

"no OEM 4as_-t MW 
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the rat'indor of the period. On the 3Jth the Battalion prepared to 

rmove to vicinity of R1V, (,55Whh) cnd TUhOL- (A57025) by ferry 

the North in the directicsnorth on Lake GorADD and thence to continue to 

o~f the.-ro-Lnner -vdItZSL passes to OJSTILA in support of the 10th 

Infantry Division, which was assexblying to attack. 

The Vst repcrted lcation of Company "" was TREVIGLIO (K5668) 

on the 29th of pril. 

The imonth ha-d beon a period of continual mov.eent. n great valley 

h7d been crossed as the Fifth rxzy advanced from the ACpenincs to the 

Alps.e ntJOr wa-ter obstacle had been crossed, and the Genaan aZ.ties 

in Italy had virtually boon destroyed. The spring offensive had been 

gratiiying succoss.
 

For the Officers 7ad Len of the 101st Tank Destroyer Battalion 

this rmonth r_,eant the completion of 35 long, ardous months of overseas 

service, This as porhrps the -;st singly important .onth of tha.1all 

to usp for at long last the end of the Aropean Jar seemed in sight.
 

u:eLnts of this Battalion wore am.ong the first rserican ground forces 

to engage the Nazi enQmy in this w'. It ;tas a gratifying thought 

that the end wtas so near; and that the 701st Tank Destroyer Battalion 

had been a part of that Fifth Ar kxose priveJlego it had been to 

assist in tho destruction of the enemy in iTttY. 
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Location of Units at the ed of the period (302ipQ) 

31..P0. 
Bn. Trains 
Ien Company
H,",Coconpny 

Ist ?atoon 
ti-dt1toon 
3rd Plat on 

"D" Cur.pariy 
"C" cor.pany 

1st Platoon 
2nd Platoon 
3rd tAtoon 

F52591h 
F 51939 
F 512888 
F 525915 
F 512888 
F538951 
F 535945 
j 5668 
F 53S936 
F41a671 
F 555956 
F 555956 

C 
LBtT B. ORISON 
Captain, Inf 
S-3 

-9/ 

K / i/ 4 . ,~ -j 
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S-I ANNEX TO OPERATIONS REPORT FPP- 1-OD 30 APRIL 1945 

I. a. CASUALTIES: 

Grade Name
 

* Sgt Russe~l Simmons 34160213 B 4 Apr 45 LIA 
LDVA
* Tec 4 Lonnie W, PI*ilips	 15045811 B 11 Apr 45 

* 	 Sgt John J, Carroll 31029681 B 15 apr 45 LIA 
01176904 C 15 Apr 45 LIAlt 	 Lt Lawrence V. Burke 15 	 apr 45 LWATec 4 Charles H. Scott 33090791 B 15 Apr 45 

Pfc Raymond R. Stum 33580281 B Apr17 45 
* 1st Lt J .hnNMIC Hudson 01307549 C	 LWA17 npr 45 

T/Sgt Howvar T., Spaulding 35155475 	Hq LWA 
LWa
 

Tec 5 N,4b H, Midkiff 35482495 	Hq 17 r 445 
Hq KIAPvt Joueph H. Metzeder 37721341 17 Apr (5 

* Tec4	 34359063 B 18 Apr 45 LWACrlos Snell Jr 18 	 Apr 45 
35260250 B
Pfc Claude A. Crowder	 18 Apr 45 

LWA 
LWA
37328661 C
Tec 5 Robert E. Leasure 

Pfc Willard J Cummins 15047888 Rcn 18 apr 45 Lvi 

* 	 PV John T O'Rourke 33026617 C 18 apr 45 LVA 

fro Rex MI Meredith 6669903 A 19 apr 45 LLi 
U
 

* Sgt Robett *Dunhai	 33272551 C 19 Apr 45 LIA 
* Tec 5 Eugene W. Bakex	 36242848 19 -Apr 45 

KLLa
* 	 Capt John NMI Hudson 01307549 C 20 apr 45 LkA 

01999106 Ron 21 Apr 452d Lt Joe H. Patterson	 KIAKia20123378 Rcn 21 apr 45S/Sgt Anthony G. Schepici	 KIA 
Tec 5 J. T. (io)Dial 34194239 Rcn 21 apr 45 
Ffc Norman Vigderhouse 33193261 Rcn 21 Apr 45 KIA 

Pfc Clayton NIi nderson 35262612 Ron 21 hpr 45 
Pfc John M. Wiwi	 SWA35168871 Rcn 21 Apr 45 SWA 

Sgt Clyde T. Gephart 33261645 Rcn 21 Apr 45 
Pfc Cecil W. Thompson 15010945 Rcn 21 Apr 45 SWA 

21 	apr 45Pvt Eldridge C. King 34914162 Rcn	 LIA 
34208886 C 21 Apr 45S/Sgt Julius J. Fussell
 

Sgt alfred L. Parks 20346573 C 21 Apr 45 LIA 

Tee 5 Deloss B. Morgan 37449685 C 21 Apr 45 SA 
35623822 C 21 Apr 45Pfc Kenneth D. Coleman 

Tee 5 Gordon B. Bernhard 35378260 Rcn 21 Apr 45 LWL 
21 	Apr 45Tec 5 Donald L. Carrington 35152806 Rcn 

33120105 Ren 21 apr 45Dallas A. Holcomb	 LIATe 	 5 ltV
C	 21 Apr 45* Cpl ilexander Craford	 31244315 

* 	 Pfo Ralph D. Higgins 38341678 C 21 Apr 45 LWI 
02001723 Rcn 22 Apr 45 L /a2d 	Lt John R, Foster LIVA 
37205973 B 22 Apr 45 LWLTee 5 Marshall R. Nuzam	 LL 

* 	 Pfc Sterling C. Brown 35132318 C 22 aipr 45 
33157667 B 22 Apr 45Pvt Clauide N. Gilliland 
15047931 Rcn 23 fpr 45 L ASrt George L. Baldwin 

Sgt James E. Upchurch 34134349 Ron 23 apr 45 
Pfc' He rman Adams 15055053 Rcn 23 apr 45 LVWa 

34053954 Ron 23 Apr 45 
Pfc Rov 0 Peterson 34147389 Ron 23 Apr 45 
Dgt Ton T., Cunn 36185161 Ron 23 apr 45 
S/Sgt Oscar E. Swanson 01999201 C 23 Apr 45 KIa 
20 Lt Earl L, Urban 37519651 B 26 apr 45 LIAt 
Pcc Arnold . Asling 

01307549 C 27 Apr 45 LIA 
* 	 Capt John NMI Hudson 

' NO HOSPITALIZED 



II AWARDS:
 

i Purple Heart; 

Ar
- C per GO 25 Hq 1st 4D3521.369C
S/Sgt 	 Herston Childer per GO 25 Hq ist iD
 e_. B., nI 6s7379; A
Cpl 	 Oe . Aen 


AlberU B. Crawford Jr 34133988 Rcn per GO 35 
Hq 1st AD
 

Pfc 

George L. Baldwin 15047931 Ron


Sgt 


III REPLCLO-NTS:
 

Darig the period the Battalion received 
two (2) officers and
 

eight (8) enlisted men as replacements.
 

ROTATION AND T-,1POPARY DUTY:
IV 


Dring the period twenty five (25) enlisted 
men returned to the
 

U. S. on rotation and eleven (11) enlisted 
men returned to the U. S. on
 

Temporary Duty.
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.4$AMNEX TO OtX-TICi5 RIi-ORT 

wumunitxon o~nuditures during monthly period (approxi--ate) 

3", hIigh Explosive 5404 
3', high Ebplosive (reduced charge) 2OD4 
3", a.oke 65 

03" Time
3", Sta 57 

'3", JC 763 
03", T-05 

Total 
.37r11 igh zbqflosive 635 

220.37rmm APC 
TotalI 

12500.30 Caliber 
2060.50 Caliber 

86Grnades, Hand (HE) 
li)Grenades, Yellow a oke 


