S :
S S
HEADQUARTERS # SECRET
701ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION  *Per Auth: GO "ijt T
LPO 464 U.S. army #Initials: AN

*Date: 10 YAy 1945
SHEHEREEEHEREEREHBEHEE0R

10 May 1945

SUBJECT: Operations Report,

TO : Aidjutant General, U, S. immy, Vashington 25, D.C.
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1. Submitted herewith Operations Report of the 70lst Tank
Destroyer Battalion for the period 1 -~ 30 april 1945, inclusive,
in compliance with paragraph 10, AR 345-105, dated 10 March 1943.

2, This Operations Report is taken from the Unit Journal and
Unit Diary and supporting documentary evidence is attached thereto.

3. Operations Report covering period through 31 March 1945
was submitted previously.
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OPERATIONS REPORT OF T..E 701st TANK DusSTHUI AR BATTALION FOR Tl PERIOD 1 acRIL T0
.30 APRIL 19L5.

Location of Troops on 1 april 1945:

Battalion CP....-..‘...o.-..-.o..o.o.‘.. L557150
Battalion TrainS.....o..-.....----o-oo-o 1‘581118

Reconnaissance Company...eseeseesecsssse LI10219
Lth Recon, Platoon (3 8lmn Lortars)., L706231

Comarw "A"c.o--octso--o-.-o-oo-o--oocon L516129
1st fPlatoon glst Section)eeesessvsaes LUBILISL
lst Platoon (2nd Section)eseveessesss LSOT137
md Platooncoooo.o--...on-....-o....‘ L505138
3rd Platoono.........-.--..o..oo..... L553]-95

conpaw ”B".onooa'alc-lo...o.oio.oti..l.. 14&7252
1st Platoon (1st Sectiong............ L60625)
1st Platoon (2ud Section).eeececeesss LOOL2LY
2nd Platoon....-otlo.ol...c-ooooooo.o L566219
3rd Platoon. élst Scctiong............ L609252
3rd Platoon (2nd Section).ee.eeesesss LE9253

Co]‘]parv 'lC|'.ll'".................‘..... 14593235
1st Platoono.oooocoooc-ooo-noa-noo.lo L59l82367
zld Plawon......'................... L&u72359
}.d Platoon.....'.‘.........l.'...... L592623h8

751 Tank Bn, (B, C& D Co's Operationally attached)

up Corilparw, 751 Tank B’l-c--ooo-oooooooc le7l29
lSt PlatOOI‘l 2 kas ese000scessesenee Lh931m
1st Platoon ?l Tank evecsveonsensseoe Lh88lu3
1st Platoon (1 Tank )eesseesesseessss LLBBLLS
2nd Platoon 3 Tanks S0cs0ctpscectcan LSI)J-?O
2nd flatOOl’l 2 Tarlks $o0 00000 0Pa000 L516176
Jrd Flatoon (3 Tanks)eeeessesesssssss L5OTLES
3rd PlatOOn 2 Tarlks G06acsoecooscssoe Lh99166

" Company, 751 Tank Bleeeseceesesessss LELB1ES
lSt Platoon 20600 ss0cssssacsacssnnose L565227
2nd Platoon .'.....‘.‘..l............ L572207
ﬁ'd Platoon ®00se0ov0es00onsssererog L553195



Location of Trooos on 1 april 1945: (Contt!d)

upH Company, 751 Tank n
1S.b Pﬁatoc’)ll Tarlksgﬂ'......"..'.'.....LSBS]-BO
1St Pla'tOOI‘l TankS 0'..l..t..'.'..'.'.'L537182
2nd Platoon Tanks)...'...........-.--.L527176
2nd Jlatoon Tal’lks)....................L53ll77
Brd Platoon Tarxksg....................L539183
3rd rlatoon (2 Tanks).eesessesesesesssessL50185

~
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as the period opened the 70lst Tank Destroyer Battalion and the
751 Tank Battalion were in defensive positions along the entire right
of the IV Corps front., Company "C* of the Battalion was in indirect
fire positions under operational control of the holith F.s, Group,
Company "5 was under operationsl control of the 751st Tank Battalion
(FORCE balDul). Recomalssance Conpany was attached to II Corps, sub
attached to the lst armored Division and in Infantry positions with
the lst Tank Battalion (disaounted), oM, #Gd, and “O% Cos, of the 751
Teal Batbtslion were under control of “Jesdquarters, 701lst T,D. an,
(FURCy RedDING),

Itecomizigaance Conpany reverted to Jattalion control on the lst
ad wes noved to the 31LLa arca (L593136), where the Comparny was pu .
on their venicles for the first time in severzl months. Vehiculer
ond radio rgintcnence, and the prep:.raztion of their vehicles for com-
Dot occupled wneir btime for the noxt ten deys. The long winter period
26 Infantry hnad resulted in the foct thot their venicles had not he
prooer preventative maintenance and a long period of work was needed
to refit their vehicles for conbat,

For the other units -f the Habttalion tho FURCS LADDEN - FORCHE
RIDDIIG tectical grouping held until the 9th of spril, when =211 re-

vorted to ooroant unit control, During this peried, positions of units
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raained escontizlly the sare, with sone fow szceptions, and normsl
obscrved and unobserved, dircct end indircct fires were carried out
from static defensive fire positions, dhile these activitics were

boing cerried out, plons were being nade for the prospective of-
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fensive operativn soon to vake place, The Tattalion (end the 751
Tardk D) wie o be in direct support of the 10th U, 5, rountain Infantry
Division (U.S, IV Corps, in the Fifth army attampt to break out of the
aosanines into the #0 River Valley. The Division Coumznder had de-
ciced thet one Tank Couany and one Tank Destroyer COmp-ny would be
athached to uach Infantry Regiment for the initial stages of the
oneration, The atiachuenvs (to trke effect 1200 hrs D~1) as follows :

G5th kt, Inf, Regb, WM Coupany, 7015t LeDs Die
WZW Covpony, 751st Tank on.

4
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86th b, Inf, Regt, #C" Coupany, 70lst T.D. B,
ngi Conp.ny, 751st Tank .

87th 1t. Inf. liegb, UA" Corbony, 701st I,0. i,
uait Coroony, 75lst Tank B,

iy mutuel spreanant between the 701zt ond 751lst Coruinnding Uificers
it s furvher agreed that cach Tang Destroyer Coipany would send one
fl-toon to its corresponding Tank Company, and cach Tonk Company vould
suid one rlaboon te its corrosponding Tank Destroycer Gorpany. Tis
wes done to hoelster the fircpower ¢f the Tank Compeny witn the 34
am end to give the TD's the benefid of the autonatic weapons of whie
fedivi. taik, The conpunitions probla:s in this were nil, due to the
f-ct thot both units were cquipped with the SCR 500 radio series (a
mtusl exchonge »nd ollignient of erystole wes made),

The Infartry leglinentad Counonders were to scnd one Tank or 703
Corp .y with cach assoult Infantry Gabbalion, This gave six armored

"
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Coripanices with tie six assault Infantry Rabbalicong, Hone of the aruor we:

tc be neld in roserve with the exception of the 701lst I'tccomaisssnce
Corp-ny and D% Coipary of the 751st Tank in, These tuo Componics
were to be abbached to a formi-tion lamown as Task Force (URSULIT under
cors:i-nd of the 3rd Bn, of the B&th Infantry Regiment, This force wos
to be activabed upon Division order and w-os to be uscd to oxplolt any
najor breakthrough nade during the attack,

The period 9 = 12 april wes spant in readying for the operatica,
The Tank - Tank Dostroyer Plaotoon exchange was made, and on bice 12th
all Coupenics noved to their assaubly areas for the sttack, At 1wy

hrs 12th april, the dispositions were as follows:

3 Cele L5902
aqi Compary L6192L5
WRH Comp any Lé07252
lst Platoon 1566219
2nd Flatoon, lst Section LE0G25N
ond Platoon, 2nd Section 1609252
3rd Platooun 1572223
HGH Conpary (= 1 Cun) 1637237
(1 Gun, "G# Compeny L602233
Iteconnzaissance Sonpany 1603237

(The one #ii Compeny gun ab LE02243 was for firing "star" shells
over given torget arcas at night for airplanes, This air-ground
cooperation in night bombing fr-:,s used several blnes with success dur-
ing the operation),

The scheduled atbtack by the 10th Lountain Division begmn at 0700
heurs 1l April, all Gun Coupmnies of the Battalicn noved in supoort,
ey nineficlds end duolitions held up progress for most of the
initial doye

The .fttack progressed slewly, By the 15th TOLE had been taken,

and elenents were moving slovly nrortir cgainst scattered resistance,




Coripany %Al engaged three enaiyy tanks this date, o«nd put one of
then out of action. again on the foilowing day, “A" Coupany destroye-
ed another enany tank, and Company "G" destroyed 2 anti-tank gune,

The 85th Itegiment and Corpany ®B", 70lst Tank Destroyer Bn,
scecured the left flenk against countcerattack as our attack progresscde
This left "B% Company well in our rear for the next few doys, and dif-
ficulty was experienced in maintaining communications, On the 18th
however, Yo" Company was detached from the Battalion and attached to
CoeCutal of the 1lst armored Division, This Conpany was destined to re-
nain detached for the ranainder of the operation,

The breakthrough into the PO Valley was made on april 20th, Two
Infontry Battalions sapported by b and UCH Coupanics were out of the
Appenines and atl300 hours the Recomzissance Comp any passed through
with orders to cut Highway # 9. This wns affected by 10O hours, On
this day, Conparny “C" destroyed one LK IV and one 150 mn gun. In~
nunerable prisoners werc taken, (“B% Cowpany, with G,C,U"a", destroy-
ed 2 §/P guns in the LOYIO grid square at 191200B), Battalion dis-
pusitions at 2018005 April were :

In GP 751506
HAH Coxup q’ly 752255
"G Company 733507
lst Platoon 741563
HBH Corlpany
1st Platoon 680 399
ond Platoon 683396
Reconneiss-nee Conpany 772546
1lst Platoon 777548
. 2nd Platoon 778543
3rd rlatoon 737563
Iith latoon T7U552

The Divisicnal objective for the next dgy was to secure the

BOLPORTO bridges intact, %4 and "C% Gompanies were to support the
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advence of the 2nd n, of the 86th Regiment. Reconnaissancc Corip -1y
was to previde a reconnaissance sereen for the divisionol advance,
% 0910 hours one Le8 and onc Le20 amored cor of the Recomnaissoice
Compony were dustroyed by enamy afT firc, The Platoon Leader of the
First Platoon was killed, and his Platoon Sergeant was seriously
younded in action, The Company was forced to vdthdraw and choose
cnother route of advance,

Enery resistance suddenly collspsed in this arca, :Ath Recon-
naisssnce Company in the lead, the 2nd En, of the 86th Infontry

(notorized) protected in colurn by the guns of il Company noved

along the roads to BULFORIO at speeds approxinating 30 khePeH. slenents

of Ren Co arrived at EOLFORTO abt approximately 1600 hrs,, somevhat
in advance of the main column, and securcd both bridges intact, In
the vill~ge, however, the 2nd Flatoon of the Compaony became involved
in » strect fight with German Infantry. One L=8 armored Car was hit
and urncd by an enasy bazooka and the rPlatoon Sergeant was killcd,
The Platoon w~s forced to withdrow back ccross the conal bridge une-
til Infantry and TD's cauc forwarcd to sccure the town. At 2118003

April, dispositions c¢f the Battalion werce s

B GF L 751506
8 Company L 655753
Reccnnaissonce Conp any L 655753
nou Goxup Ay
1st Platoon L 71603
2nd Plateon L 7457603

3rd Flatoon L 73L595
advances to the North contimiced the next morning, The 10th
Division abbacked regiments sbreast, the 86th Infantry (Route “BY)

and the 87th Inf-ntry (Routc "a%), Company Mal supported the 86th

“San——E
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and CGoempany “C! supported the 87th, Iicconnaissance Corpany provided
a screen for koute Y“a¥, ObJective for the day was CakinTT. (F5913) on
the KO River, HResistance wrs slight =nd Compmy "G" rcached the town
of 8¢ BaNIDLTTO (FS5811) obocub 2000 hours in the evening, The colunn
proceeding along Route “BY was not able to reach objective that night
but clasents cf the Reoonnaissznce Comp ay srrived at CaluTl. at 0500
hrs, Iord blocks were auedistely established zlong 21l routes of gpe
preach by Ccmpshics Bi® and #GH, Eneny resistance that rauained in
the area was nopped up,

Infantry units c¢f the 10th Division irmediately crossed the river,
Ccrponics Wa' and “C" supported this operation by direct fire, The
crossing of the K0 Iiver by Tanks and Tank Destroyers, howcver, pro-
santed a most cifficult problan, due to the fact that there were no
bridges avail-bley It was not until the 25th of april thot elements
of this Bottaolion wore able to cross the River to support the Infantry
bridgchead, HReeonnaiss-nce Coipany crossed on an kel treadway bridge
about 251300B .pril ~nd joined the 86th Infantry Regincnt in their
advance to the lorth (objective VaRONi), This treadway bridge, hove
evary was nct a suitcble neans for the n-1l0s to use in crossing, and
a capturcd ferry was utilized in ferrying the Destroyer Corpanies
acrcss, The progresswas slow and the nethcd tedious but by 260100D
April Conpany ¥a' and seven ii-10s of WC" Company had completed the
crossing, Thesc Destroyers then set about to carry oul their assigned
nilssion of flonk protection advence, dleients of the Recommailsscnce
Coupeny were in VZRONa with the 3rd . 86 Infantry at 260100F .pril.
Lopping up by all clements contimued throughout the day, ond at 1&00hrs



Reconnaissonce and "C" Comp-nies noved to DUSSOLENGO (F5LS8) to occupy
and defend the town for the night,

The Battaldon assasbled at 0800 hrs the following norning and Leved
in support of the ~dvance of the 87th Infontry Reginment along the shores
of Lago di Garde, Linor resistance was net during the cay, nostly fron
88 1. dualepurpese sfT = ofT guns, of which Company "a" destroyed two
and Ren Conpeny cdestroyed one during the days operations, Forward
Qleaents of the Battalion reached FL578 at 2000 hours on the 27th when
relicved by elaients of the 751 Tank Battalion vho continued in the
advance,

(ering this entire period, Compny "B' of the 70lst Tank Destroy-
er Battalion had been detached from the Battalicn and had been in
support of the attacking 1st armorced Division, The Battalion was
unable to naintein contact with this Coupany throughout the greater
part of the april operations, Company “B" on the 28th of the nontl.
was attached tc the 8lst Reconnaissonce Squadron and on this date
entered S0LLINO (770510).

xtensive denoliticns at F5696 ond tunnel destruction in this
area prevented further armcred advance in a northerly direction, an
" engineer estinate of the time to eonstruct a passable rcute wes 7 days.
In the afterncon of the 28th, Infontry units of the l0th Division iade
an arphibicus operation (by neans of “IUKW's*) around the demolished
road area and proceeded north, The Gun Couponies of the Battalion
supported this operation by direct fire, “hen the advancing Infantry
\:r.:.s; out of effective support renge of the Destroyer's guns, the
Corpanies were withdrawn and road blocks were seb up throughout the

Dvigional area, Dispositicns remained essentially the same throughout

Sw—



the ra:asinder of the periode On tiie 30th the Babtolicn prepared to
riove tc vicinity of RIV.. (.55l0hl) ond TOLIOLs (A575025) by ferry
north on Leke GaltDi, and thence to contimue to the North in the directic
of the Zrenner and ItiSla passes to AUSTRIA in support of the 10th
Infontry Divigion, which was assanblying to atiack,

The 1a5t reperted loeation of Company %s% was TREVIGLIO (K5668)
on the 29th of ,pril,

1o 8 0 00 00 0

The :onbh had been 2 period of continmual movenent, o great valley
h~d been ercsscd as the Fifth smy advanced fram the appenines to the
Alps, & najor woter obstacle had been crossed, and the Gemon arules
in It2ly had virtually beaen destroyed, The spring cffensive had been
a gratifying success,

For the Cfficers and lLen of the 70lst Tank Destroyer Battalien
this ronth nieant the corpleticn of 35 long, ardous nonths of overseas
searvice, This was perh-ps the nost singly inportant nionth of tha: all
to us, for at long lost the cud of the Miropean Jar seemed in sight,
Aa.cnbs of this Battezlion were among the first smerican ground forces
tc engnge the Nazl enay in this wer. It was a gratifying thought
thot the ecnd wos s¢ neary ond thot the 70lst Tank Destroyer Batteldion
had been o part of that Fifth aruy whose privelege it had been to
rssist in the destruction ¢f the enany in ITak¥.



Location of Units at the end of the period (302L00) :

B’l. C.P.

Bn, Trains

ten Cor:pany

wyt Corpany
lst Alatoon
ad Platoon
3rd Platuon

"Bll Cump?w

"Gr Corpany
1st Platoon
2nd Platoon
Ird Plotoon

F 52591l

ALBERT B, LORRION
Captain, Inf
S-3
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S-1 ANNEX TO OPERATIONS REPCRI bJP PTRIND 1 - 30 APRIL

I. a.
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CASUALTIES:

Grade

Name

Sgt
Tec 4
Sgt
1st Lt
Tec &4
Pfe
1st Lt
T/Sgt
Tec §
Pvt
Tec &4
Pfc
Tec 5
Pfe
Pvt
Pfe
Sgt
Tec §
Capt
2d Lt
S/Sgt
Tec 5
Pfc
Pfc
Pfc
Sgt
Pfc
Pvt
S/Sgt
Sgt
Tec §
Pfc
Tec 5
Tec 5
Tec 5
Cpl
Pfc
2d Lt
Tec 5
Pfe
vt
ot
Sct
Pic
Pic
Sgt
S/Sgt
2¢ Lt
rec
Capt

Russell Simmons
Lonniec W, PLililips
John J. Carroll
Lawrence V. Burke
Charles H. Scott
Raymond R. Sturm

¢ :hn NI Hudson
Howard J. Spaulding
Novlie H. Midkiff
Joseph H, Metzeder
Carios Snell Jr
Claude A. Crowder
Robert E. Leasure
Willard J+ Cumming
John T O'Rourke
Rex MMI lieredith
Robert ,Dunham
Eugene W, Baker
John NMI Hudson
Joe H, Patterson
Anthony G. Schepici
J. T. (I0) Dial
Norman Vigderhouse
Clayton NMI anderson
John M. VWiwi

‘Clyde T. Gephart
Cecil W, Thompson
Eldridge C, King
Julius J, Fussell
alfred L., Parks
Deloss B. Morgan
Kenneth D. Coleman
Gordon B. Bernhard
Donald L. Carrington
Dallas A, Holcomb
ilexander Crawford
Ralph D. Higgins
John R. Foster
Marshall R. Nuzum
Sterling C. Brown
Claude N, Gilliland
George L, Baldwin
James £. Upchurch
Herman 4sdams

Recv O Peterson

Tem T, Cunn

Qccar E. Swanson
Farl L. Urban
arnold ~. asling
John NMI Hudson

NO'" HOSPITALIZED

34160213
15045811
31029681
01176904
33090791
33580281
01307549
35155475
35482495 Hq
37721341 Hq
34359063 B
35260R50 B
37328661 C
15047888 Ren
33026617 C
6669903 A
33272551 C
36u284,8 B
01307549 C
01999106 Ren
20123378 Ren
34194239 Ren
33193261 Ren
35262612 Ren
35168871 Ren
33261645 Ren
15010945 Ren
34914162 Ren
34208886 C
20346573 C
37449685 G
35623822 C
35378260 Ren
35152806 Rcn
33120105 Ren
31244315 C
38341678 C
02001723 Ren
37205973 B
35132318 C
33157667 B
15047931 Ren
34134349 Ren
15055053 Ren
34053954 Ren
34147389 Ren
36185161 Ren
01999201 C
37519651 B
01307549 C

Quuwowow

Hq

L5
45
L5
L5
L5
L5
L5
L5
45
h5
&5
45
L5
I:5
L5
L5
L5
L5
L5
L5
L5
L5

4 Apr
11 Apr
15 4pr
15 apr

5 apr
15 Apr
17 apr
17 v
1',7 alY”
17 apr
18 Apx
18 ALpr
18 KDY
18 apr
18 spr
19 apr
19 apr
19 apr
20 4pr
21 apr
21 apr
21 Apr
21 Apr 45
21 »pr LS
21 Apr 45
21 Apr LS
21 Apr 45
21 Apr 45
21 Apr 45
21 Apr 45
21 Apr 45
21 Apr L5
21 Apr 45
21 Apr 45
21 Apr LI»S
21 Apr 45
21 apr 45
22 4Lpr L5
22 /ipI‘ hs
22 apr 45
22 Apr 45
23 Apr L5
23 apr 45
23 apr L5
23 Apr L5
23 Apr L5
23 apr 45
23 Apr L5
26 Apr L5
27 Apr 45

1945

LIA
LA
LA
Lla
LWa
Lia
Lwa
LYiA
Liia
KIA
LWa
Lwa
LWa
LA
Lva
LIi
LIA
Liva
LWA
KIA
KIA
KIA
KIA

SWA
SWA
SWA
LIa
SVIA
LIa
SWA

w_/-\r“‘i
LIas
Lta
LVia
L
LWA
LWa
LIa
Lwi
Liia
L¥WA
Lila
Lva
L¥a
Lk
L¥a
KIAa
LIA
LIA



o Q
II AWARDS:

as Purple Heart:
S/Sgt  Herston thilders 3521369C c per GO 25 Hq 1lst aD

Cpl Kel B. Sensor 16575794 A per GO 25 Hq 1st &D
Pfc alteri B, Crawford Jr 3,,133988 Ren per GO 35 Hq lst &D
Sgt Ceorge L. Baldwin 15047931 Ren

IIT  REPL.CEMENTS:

Durirg Lhe pericd the Battalion received two (2) officers and
eight (8) enlisted men as replacements.

IV ROTATION ~ND_TPORsRY DUTY:

Diring the period twenty five (25) enlisted men returned to the
U. S. on rotation and eleven (11) enlisted men returned to the U, 5. on

Temporary Duty.
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S5-3 NNEX "0 OrilaTIONS hErORT

Vehiculer lcsses whmou 1 eneny oction sustained by the 701lst

Pank Destroyer Bott~lien during the nonth of april W5
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Sely ANEEX TO OLEHATIONS ItEFORT

aanition expenditures during monthly period (approxinate) :

39, High oxplosive 5loL
34, ligh Explosive (reduced charge) 0L6
34, S.oke 65
3"’ Tine 0
3n, Star Iy
3", AJ?C 763
3%, T-105 0
Total
o 37ua High Explosive 635
o 37t 420 220
Tot=1
« X Caliber 12500
90 Caliber 2060
Grenades, Hand (HE) 86

Grenades, Yellow Suoke 10



