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OFTaJIONs LF It 7c1.>'1' TANK DESTROYER BATTALION AT SIDT BOU ZID-SBEITLA
FROM FEBRUARY 1li TO FEBRUAY 18, 1943 N

LSRN

after the operatiem at Saned the Battalien had withdram to the Bw
Chebka area under orders from II Cerps ieadquarters, On February 9th
Combat Cesmand "D" (of 'u‘hicvh the Battalien Was a nart) was ordered he |
meve frem Beu Chebka te the Thelepte area, attached te the 26th Cembat
Tean., But en the 1lth eof February the Battalion was relieved from as-
signnent te CC "™ and was assigned te CC "C" wnder el—lﬂ of Celonel
Stack of the 6th Armered Infantry. The Cembat Cemmand Headquarters was
at Hadjeb E1 Aleun. "C" Cempany, 7Q1st T Battalien was assigned te the
Kkern fom.(lz miles frem Sweitla en the Faid read)., This left the Bat-
talien with Headquarters Cempany, Recemnsissance Cempaxy, and "B" Cen-
pany ("A" Cempamy having bewa previeusly assigned te 0C A" at Seeitla).
The Battalien meved and arrived at Hadjeb Kl Aieun en the 12th where it
was rejeined by "B" Cempany fer the first time simoe Octobor of 1942,
N.I, ("C" Cempany drepped en route te the Xern ferce). m htt&liu
toek pesitiens eppesite German pesitiens at Femdouk el Okvi and OP's
were ostahlished, Om the evening ef February 1Mh, werd arrived that
a German attack was te be oxpomd‘ the fellewing day at either Pichem,
Fendeuk, eor Faid, Thus, the Battalien was a]..omd te meet any attack
acress the valley frem Femdeuk. Ne attack materialized. Areund 1300
heurs, hewever, reperts arrived of a German attaek ud.nsf CC "A" im
the vicinity of Faid Pass and Sidi Beu Zid. This attack was a doﬁ:ﬁto
success, and CC "A" was decisivaly defeated. Many American infantrymen
and tankers had been surreunded en Dj. Lusindm It was expected that
the Germans weuld centinue. their drive in the directien of Seeitla te
further press the retreating CG "A", Thus, CC "C" was alerted and was
erdered te attack frem the merth t;o flank the Gemans at Sidi Beu Zid,
CC "C" meved frem Hadjeb El Aloun and arrived at an assembly pesition
two miles nerth of Dj, Ilwa frem whence they expected e launch 1;,heir 0‘

altack the fellswing day, Recomnaissance Cempany, 7-1st IV Battalion,
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tumishai ni,it. patrels surreunding the Cembat Gcmmi biveuac area, At

07CC heurs the Cembat Cemmand Celumm, with Recennaissance Cempany of the

T0lst T) Battallem im the lead, meved eut in the direction ef 5idi Beu Zid

(hmm G-oany had the nissien of previding recqmuiumoe for the

" entire C-bat Co-nqd ~ an impessible missiem). Gcnpuv was erdered te
‘fellew the attack of eur taaks clmly. Lte Cel, king and elements of the

atatt neved ferward te estab].i.sh an OP te fellew the battle, The Germans
had net pressed their tuticd advantage of the previeus day, but’ had with-

dramm and. Temained in the 31(1 Beu Zid ares, preoswmably te amnikdilate the

"The attukmhuncbdatl).OMnuitthphtmottb

dmsrican ferces’ trappod - DJ‘. Lasseuda and DJ, Ksaira, Thus, the attack
was launched by CC ugn %my‘\om acress the plains tewards Sidi Beu zu.

701st TD Battaliem pmqﬁing the ht and loft- flllh of the Cembat Cem~
mand, In the vichity o .“sw. Bou ZM eur armer was talmm under extremely
heavy artillery and anti-tank fre, m\( uuld net advanocs, Thus, during
the aftermeen, the situatien was static, wit.h our treeps under centinual
heavy fire,

At 17co heurs the Germans ceurter attaglmd frem three directions (frem
the vorth arou.nd Lasseuda, frem the gouth in‘t.he directien of Malknassy, and
from Faid Pass) and forced a withdrawal of the gnt_im Cembat Cemmand. The
German att;ck gathered mementus and a large porﬁi\n of the ferces withdrew
witheut ngari fer order er discipline, By Cembat w order a defen-
sive pesition was established abeut 12 miles east ef .)qoitla in the vieini-
ty of Dj. Hamra, Ths defensive line held here, and by Qrk the 5idi Beu Zid
area was "Ne Min's Land", shelled by the artillery of both'foreu. The en-
tire area was lightéd by the fires ef many, many burming tanks. Cme "BM
Company 7mm P and ene Recemnaissance Cempany half-track had seen lest
in the day's activities. The day of February 16th was s»ent in organizi_ng
and correlating the defenses of the pesition. "A" Company rejoinad the

Battalien, and with .he re-assizmment of "C" Cempany (all due to the al-
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serption o GG Ag" hy&..mnﬁ" of CC "A", Gemoral MoQuiY.mn im comsmd) the
atiallon was azain te eperate as a cupleto unit, The Battalien was usizn—
©1 the aissien ¢f the wretectien of 7 miles of risht flank of the Cembat Cem-—
pand ir the vieinity ef Iij. Mra (again an impeéssible missien for with the
Sunpsr of zuns remaining in the Battaliem at this time, it was impessible te
atequately cretect such an area)., mAv, wpm, "C", and Recemmaissance Uempanies
zeved out and teck pesitiens around’_looo heurs, At 1205 heurs, "B" Gempany

ix!

sperted the appreach of enemy tanks, and teek the necessary actien - the
voinS withdrew, In the afterneon, the ceamand greup moved frem the Viveuae
area nortinest of 3idi Beu Zid te DJ, hamra, The Column was straffed em
roate but thers were nu casualties, Abeut 1960 heurs German celwms again
bezan to attack, One armered unit attacked frem the nertheast and amether
3traizit from Jidi Beu Zid tewards Sheitla, inte the meuth ef the valley
wiow L, Har va (snether enewy armered greup meved ferward em the right
flank of the 70lst TD Battalien, was ebserved, and the plateem of I,
feaani, "CY Cempany, was sent. ferward te engage armer which had turmed
frem the column teward the lattllion‘a“.‘ea. These tanks withdrew, but the
Larze enemy celuwnn nmoved inte the hills te the seuth), The enemy was en-
zazed in the firs of our tanks and artillery, but comtimued te advamce,
Lt, Cel. Kingz reported te CC "AW fer orvders, The Battaliem had met yut
ugagd the enemy frem this pesitiem and darlqlou Seen clesed cutting dewn
«11 sbservation, 3eem machine gun fire (identified te be German) was heard
«n Loe valley, and the tempe of the artillery fire increased, By mew tho
117 Jews, mere laring direct fire am the advaneing enemy tanks, The attask
4 sosanceas and our umits in the valley were driven te the rear, The
77"t L) 3attalion had received me erders, and the situatien had mew becems
i3cured that it was net pessible fer the Battalien te eagago the enexy,
< ¢lists, lurphy and Erat, 2attalion zuides en the Sidi lon 24d-Sheitla
rewdy miamed on foet, at 2200 heurs and teld of the advance of German tanks
oohhr ovualsy - bhelr cycles 1ad been swermm and they had escaped and made
i way back te the Juthalien amma and revorted, Thus. Geman treeps

Bitoen Liree cides c Babtalian, and on the 1ef flank had penetrated
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}m'niles past t.e . )t,ﬂ.i\o area up the valley in t. directien of Seeitla.
Lt, Cel. King had net. retumed frert the Cembat Cemmand ljradquarters [ nd %
Was nev impessible feo him Lo de se), and tlaretore Kajer Tardy, . 'thialien
Executive, teek charge ard upen Mis erders units were arderes e vave sor—
arately in a gemeral naviimectel- 17 - tion Sroedling 4he tank bat'le nev in
prIzress between eur tanks and the enemy te cur rear, in the directicn of
Jeéitla, 4s the m.gk.. was 3e dark, and the situation se ebsoure, Majer Turd: v
folt that 1t weuld be .npos"ible for the Battalion at that time to assist in
the battle, and he deemed it noccssary te zet the remaining guns safely behi.d
eur ewa lines, "p" Gupaxiy could net e centacted by radie and "a Cempany
celumn was erdersd te warn "B" Cempany patrels ef the withdrawal, JTt was
Recessary fer "A® Cempany te destroy ene half-track, which was minus a track

At 2250 heurs a last attempt was made te jnm. “3" Cempany by radio, bu! witzheu®
Success, Cemmand Greup moved eut with Lt, Merrisen in the lead; and the colimn

Precesded seme miles in a wester_j direction avoiding the tank battle on he
right flank, The S-3 half-traeck, with Lt, Waters, led the second cnlumn,follc.i-
ing She “A" Cempany celumm. This srous skirted the feothills following an ai--
mest due north directien with eneny action and mevements about 1000 yards o
the right, A third greup, led By Lt, Smith of Recennaissance Catr-any, a~reac,-
ed sven cleser te t'e battle zreund, The S-3 half-track becar~ ine era:ive ..
wa3s destroyed, with files transferred te thr Chaplain's vehicle. The it Qoo
pany celumn reached Skeitla as the enemy bezan shelling “he towm  Ther: o o
much cenfusien on the read, and Major Tardy and enl’ sind en o7 % Lutd 1
attenpted te estahlish order among the retreating veidcleas ai Sy - agoe 40,
reugh the Ltewn. Then, kajer Tardy and Cast, wray want o Rarceash Yhe ton :
select a Battalion assemdly area for the re-grouring of thea elements. uat
celumn pulled inte this assenmyly ar-: it 0110 heurs en February 17th, ai! &
tidn line of tanks and 7%um 3/P's were strung acress the valle ©.r 2 Jise
ditch fizht sheuld the enemy break throug’ Sbeitla., at this Sine Lhe RLouyl-

tion dump in Sbeitla was en fire. Lt, Col, King resart~t ta CC 'a’ for valasg
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AP w2 UBY Gempar’ :LBE&* w&:cﬁ"\p \ ).tsit with Lt. Gel, Kng

ans Kajer Tardy re-entered Sseitla at 0215 heurs, and teek v, defensive sesi-

Lieng o bhe right flank.

In the zeantime the celumn under L, ierrisen had Jeined srith trin Qg
Coarany celuan ypgar Captain Redding, This sreup reached a pelnl, suie blree
niles seuth und cast of weitla, There the celumn halted in endor te atheunt
te contact friendly wmits (the celumn cemaanders new nothi_n: of the 3itua-
tien, they were eut of radie centact whioh hac net been regained, and did
net wish te endanger the e¢elumm by entering -Sbei-tla wmtil it had besn as-
certained whether the tewn belenged to the Americans er the Germans. Alsoe,
this celumm was fer all purreses still im the rear ef enexy lines, and as
the nizht was dark, and as they had ne- centaot with friendly anits, it was
felt that taking the celwumn further in the directien of friendly treeps
would result in dringing them under fire of frienddy suns). Lt. kerrisen
and Capt, Redding attempted te centact Divisien Headquarters efferiny the
services of the remaining six guns (7%m 3/P's), but were teld te"zet eff
the net®., They then centacted Cembat Cemmand Heoadquarters and received
orders te taks up defensive wesitiems em the far side ef the valley ( it
was impessidle for the suns te assume these positiens fer it weuld necessit.-
ate the entire greup sassing directly threugh the German pesitiens), Thus
it was decided te set up a static defemse in the presemt pesitien and arait

t'we develepments of the merning. #ith dawm the celumn azain meved ‘n the
directicn of Jbeitla, and entered the tem, finding it deserted, Therw,
the greup centacted Lt. Col. King and was 1ad inte the Zattalion asspenbly
area, | ‘
On the merming ef the 17, CC "B" of the 1st drmored Livision meved up )
@ cover the defenses of Semitla. and CC "% st inrte a defensive pesitiec)
3ome t. ‘ee ailes west of the town. Trlst Tu 3attalion was azain attashs: te
CC "C" te cover the withdrawal ef the Jivisien, By 100€ heurs an ill'tiller"

dusl was in pregress, Snemy aircraft bambed ind straffed the Amcricay -
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tiens und traffie on the main L&sseﬁ_ne-.)‘beifla read was stpaffs.
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the merning, ly 1200 ... .cs enemy artillery was ﬁ.rl.ng &.atexshttery o In-
erican usitions in the vicmlty and a seneral withdrzm was erdered, 701st
O Battalion was assigned the rear guard missien. At 1345 heurs the 1ast of

the Battalien withdrawal celwmns of the night befere (Lt, Smith's and Summer's
plateens ef Recenmaissance G-_.a.iy) were reperted safe, Throughout the after-
neen CC "C" withdrew, The suns of the TC1st cevering the‘wit}uiraw.l by leap~
freging. The Cembat Cemmand withdrew te pesitiens seme 12 miles west of Sekeitla,
but at 184 heurs erders were issued fer a further withdrawal (the tewn of

-

Shéitla was new in the pessessien of the enemy apd Jermam Recennaissance patrels
had pushed ferward scme mine miles eut of Skeitla), GC "G" bevan further with-
drawal at 1930 heurs with the 701lst again im rear guard, 4t 21100 heurs the
Battaliem wemt inte biveuas 10 miles nerth ef Kasserims, Further meve was
made at @615 heurs en February 16th whem the Battalien left the biveuas area
heading nerth teward Shala in a slew meving colm, and thence seuthwest te
Tebessa and inte biveuas 15 miles seuth ef Tebessa em the Ferians read, This
diy It, Cex!'s Plateem of "A" Cempany, believed lest in the first day ef fight-
ing at Sidi Beu Zid, returmed te the Battaliem after kiking Lo miles (platesn .
suffered cemplete less of equipment),

Thus, ended the Skeitla affair,
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