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C Ou3 OF THE *Qla1 [ANK DESImOYER uru.,;on (r S AW & "B" COMPAN
OPRRATIONS P. D - JANUAXY 31 te FEBRU.1Y 3, - 43.
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vreder3 frem tne 13t Armored Ulvisior e attick, with the initlil . Jratim

<+ sened statien, and te L.ecosa rasldly bo Ualnassy, weTe ree~le: L - L L

Y th, Celenel karaist was in comnin’ ¢f Cambat Cemmand "OM irpicy - R S S
ke 7015t TD Battalien (less man, "B", ore slatocn . £ i, and ama platann o7
’gcennaissance Cempany), 3rd Battalien of the 13th Armered Regiment (less on=
Comsany), S8th Field Artillery (less ene Battery), Cempany "D¥, 16tk Snzineers, -
15t Battalien ef the 16°tw Infantry, "3" Cempany of the L7tw Ledics, and one
alatocn of"B" Battery, Li3rd % (44). $1st Recennaissance Battalien went .ast
“2. IF at 3eu Chebka mmd was fellewed nwy CC 'Dn,

The Cenbat Cemmand was in biveuac adbout 10 miles 8ast of Gafsa or Jaruart
“l:., Orders were issusd at 0300 wours ane all treens were ¢reeres te neve
formard on a wide frent, 13t Reconnaissance Battalien was to move out at
0500 heur3 on Divisiem erder, Cembat Cemmand "D" was te fellew at 076c Rours
in order: 701st O Becumnaissance Cempany, 3rd Battalien 2L 13th Armered -
Ziment with ene plateen of engizeers, and ene plateon ef tank destreyers at-
tacked, Cemnand Greup, ens platesn of tanks, artillery, and infantry itk ene
»lateon of engineers and ene plateen of anti-aircraft attacked,

flst Recennaissance Battalien actually meved eut at 0730 mours and made
slew pregress, ~t 322 Rours Recennaissance Cempany of the 70ist .9 Battalien
zeved eut But was held up iehimi 61st fecemaissance, Tae entire column was
creeping along the read by 1000 heurs wken Clst Aecennaissance renerted tkat
it was by-sassing Statien de Sened, COrders were issued te Celenei Crosby_,
13th Armered .egixent, and .Celemel Patty, lst Battalien of the 168th Infantry,
te carry eul iLhe fellewirg plans: The infantry weuld meve ferward en a wide
frent im trucks te a peint 10 to 11 miles west of the objective, detnxck, move
<ermard and attack in celumn of cempanies, 4 guide (liaison officer) accer-
panied the infantry Battalion, .?he irea ckesen by the CC '"mu Cemnander, aftsr
kis recennaissance ef tihe vicinity, weuld e attacked, The infantry was te at-

tack seuth ef tie read and MaKe a clese envelennent. of the Lown, The tans
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Wer~ Le mike a west heek te a veint just east of the 'bncmo Artillery weuld su.-
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Aohonre abbdel Trog wsilions norik of Lae read «nd “mat of Jened Stablo.,

-~ 1245 neurs, tankc and artillery vere in H€817lan Wilh =reay 4ol lier-
auu sargets ef epsertunity being swelled, [we infantry was 3low in cem :_ W
and preceeded teo far in trucks which were net preperly lis.~rsad  Ltulac a -
Feared en the gceme and bembed the celumn., The Infantry suitered sone casuw .-
ties, but the artillery centinuel te fire en Semed Statien and the tanks were
pabed for tke iLl’.i.:  Jt 160€ kiurs, the infantry still was net in pesiti..,
Ferty-fiv. minutes late:, 2 Stukas again deseemded t  raim 2 few bembs dewn,
AL 177C hours, a witldrawal ef the tanks was erdered te 3ecure pesitiaens af-
ter Lhe shaken infantry was umable te make ar erganized attack, Orders wmre
issued te autpest pesitien alenz gemeral line Y-42 and p..pove te attaci ab
dam, Celenel Maraist went te Cerns Headquarters fer erders,

The fellewing day saw erders issued at 6700 heurs, Cembat Cemnand "D
was reinfercd by ene Battalien of infantry, GCelensl Urake was in cemmaud
~f the AluGth Infantry, wut enly a small reriu atal greup and abeut OO eft-
icers ilisted men actually arrived fer the attack. The 175th Field
artills | .4 "B" Cempany of the 100th CA (AA) were alse added te the st--
meagth WG " A similar scheme of maneuver with a limited ebjective
was erderec, [he atlack was erdsared ai 09CC iours to secure a lie of e
parture for “he main attack and te allew the artil ey So wisslace Forwani,
The uith ra was Le suppert the tank actioen, and the 177th #a weul: ©.ch ™
irfartry, C€1lst Ascennaissance, now under centrol of CemMat Cemmand i -
rratect taes flunks o4 extend recennaissance activity Lo the sasth,

The zain abtack st with stubberm resistance, The enemy used -uns ond
mertar; of all zaliber and indulged in rrefuse sriping, The infantry ..'o—
gressed steadily bul he tanks were held up Wy anti  nk fire, o sant
Jer aecutralization by artillery befoxe wdvancing. | 1 heuri, | Leew,
Wari Teached by Lhe infantry., Forty minutes labter, o s stal o o

l.o 4.d was Tellowza uy enemy L.°xd Wilch dreve “ie "nfxih.o ek . SRR

by 170 Y ovS, Loe Lofaab o LellTr W reTeok Lhe otRl. . o o -t
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Ioe tem owas entpestn . L ¢ the tank harber was pretected te allew the i
Lk ceededl auawiit ooy Thian, ey twhurned be s
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Ay irea @ wresrared Lo ibmact in the meimiin. Uolenel Jraxe rmoerter Lhan iy
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nfartry could hels the Lown, and "C' Cempany (less Lo plateens) ef tne 70204
& Javtalien was sent in on military pellice duty,

Coarzand Groun syent a wusy &y warding off stuka wembings and kes.erch-
mitt straffings., There were slit trenches liberally scattered all threugh
tne area, and these sreved te he very cemvemient,

Juiping died dewn, and Lhe night ef February 1~2 was spent in getting
suppli=; and censolidating pesitiens in tewm,

{n February 2, erders werr issued fer an attack en the final objective
Lo starh at ¢8O hours. Tanks were te precede infantry, and the artillery
weuld sunpert the attack frem pesitiens well ferward, The flst Hecennaiss-
ance [attalion weuld pretect the north and seuth flanks,

The ai_‘,ta.cks pregrussed rapidly azainst machine zun fire and light re-'
sistance of enemy artillery By 1600 hours, the first tank elements were
reserted 1/L mile beyond the objective, Advance elements ef the infantry
arTived ub the ebjective seen afterwards, and the infantry eccupied the
riéze in ferce at neon, The tanks then withdrew te an assembly pesitien
3outh and west, ready te meet any centerattack, The infantry dug in and
the 81st :tecennaissance Battalien eccupied pesitiens te pretect the flanks,
Aezennaissance Ceapany ef the 70lst TJ Battalion extended its recemnaissance
Yo a peint fivs ndiles east of the ridge,

Sembirz in the rear ef the fremt lines my 2l Stukas teek place at-
300 ho1ri,  Actual damage was Slight, wut it was a bit hard en merale,
Cartnan€ drour continued te be the object ef Stuka and Messersclmitt affec—
“Lens threouzh the day, lany planes, including several ef our om, were
Seacbyooed, oubt 1t codd not be ascertained which mre breught dem by
aci-ack Tire and which were shot domn im deg-fights. Planes overhead
tal o sles lively threuzh the dense anti-aireraft fire 1wd many a piloet
Wit net azile enouzh te clear the puffs and tracers,
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the rizht flank, Five sneiy taos - R A T SR I g

Seme confusien, but the tanks and TU:3 beat o " & . O S T
retwmed te pesitiens op the ridze ence moTe, and tanks o Tt e be
in frent, W#th infantry ﬁsitﬂ oﬂs flly re-avtailised, e Eu L EhdTew

to their ansembly area and therea was ne further activity,

Al the lomiu of hbl'u&ry 3!i damed, tans, 'z, aw assanlt «m
phtouu moved te pesitions in front, a.nd the.artillery caie v~ Lo forward
pesitiens, There was ne aotivity wntil 1ooo hours wher, ©ive enenmy arrored
vekicles appsared en the read and were fired upen by the 68th Fj.old Arti1l-
ory. They hﬂﬂym out of range, R.ccnnzi,amon Camparty of bhe 7024
0 Battalien meved !p te & position six miles west of Lakmassy, Znrovsheut
the aftermecn w ‘mall enexy ietlchnnts would appear to t'e cust ad
be driven off hy &B.nnry

- Enewy mlﬂl infantry were reported it an clive zTove at MO0,
‘, request fer mii‘ this spet. was sent te the Air Corps and at 1330 heurs,
the Maknassy &res wAs plastered by the UeSeAnty Adr Force, Leme bombs ‘mie
released 200 yards seuth of our grend pesitiens, but ¢ here was ne damags,

& 130 heurs, erders frem II Gerps te withdraw +o Cafsa awvl beyond
were transmitted. 8lst Recemnaissance left at 1600 hours, AL 19C; hours
the main body started te wijhdraw, Ammored elenents were follyved by the
m Infantry in trucks, as they, in tum, were i‘oumd by a 1izht Lank
oempany and a TD platoen te. protoot the rear, By NGNC hours of February
lth, all was sscure, 4 binuac area was established at Bou Chebka, and
the recevery and salvage crews were in dafsa, ‘

The casualty report, as of February 5th, revealed: five offiosrs and
b6 enlisted men killed, feur officers and 111 enlisted mer missing - nost
of whom were listed an the 81st Aecennaissance repert as of Fehruary 14,
8lst Recennaissance Battalien was latsr de Lachsd from Cambat Cervmand "Dn

and me further rewert was given, Evacuated vounded cenaisted 35 offenry,
one warrant officer; and 145 enlisted men, _ REEJ A* o i
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At 279G heurs an aeny comnter-uilack was lagehed SR 17 tonks agil o




