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ARMOR I SUPPORT OT" IUELITRY ON LAGO DI
’ GARDA, IT.LY (F5090)

(A7 APHIRIOUS OP*:I“.;ITOLJ)

During the latter part of .pril lQhS, the 10th Mountain Infqntry Division
was attacking north against light and scattered resistance along the cast
shores of Lago Di Garda. The 70lst Tank Destroyer Dattalion (=115 Company),
with "C" and "D" Companies of the 75lst Tank Dattalion attached, was in sup-
port of the division attack; which progressed north along the single road par-
ralleling the Jake, Thus, on the left of tie attacking forces was some thirty=-
five hundred (3500) to twelve thousand (12000) —rards of water, vhile on the
right was an impassable barrier of hills up to lO3h meters in heighte The
area v/as entirely impassable for armored or other vchicles zxcept along the
main roaa to the north,

Initi2l cenemy demolitions were cncountered at #5l3943 oarlv on the morne
ing of ..pril 28th, This causcd some delay to the armor but the infantry pro-
ceeded on to the village of Nwrenc (FS’%Q@?) rhich they oncuplcd‘agg avaited
support of armor, lhon the engiheers had completed tihe fil ‘15&& '5 procccd=
ed on forward to the village, wherc at its north cdge g ?& &}mored car of
the reconunaissance company was taken under {ire by ‘hu. /T gune The
infantry proceeded on forward, but found furthe: ﬁ&ﬁo’ qui\F5§69§8 At
this point they suffered considorablc casvaliuiad frpm %n,ﬂ t@grE{ Gﬂmmn,rwm
fire  from the mouth of a tunncl on dovm: gm&fl "; 1én\2Dh§ %rougqt for-

vard, the crews of the cnumy\ﬁ/%JaQﬁV?Eﬁm guns “VldLﬁ 1@11(j§oruod their guns,
Jer rot a rounc was fwred. . ¥
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The dLmolltloﬁs ab FVSGQQB put an cod to further advances to the northa
The roac had been dfoppcd into the lake for a distancc of some one hundred
and fi7ty (150) feet and just hoyond, the road tunnsl mouth (ihere the road
passcd through the stecp mountainside thet ran 1ovm to the weter ocﬂc) had
been closéd where the cextensive demolitions had d;opped the tunncl roof onto
the floor, This tunncl was one of rany between aveno (F5L5947) and Torbole
(+.578023) on the lake shore road, BEnginccr estimates werc scven (7) to ten
(10) doys to clecar the road,

AS visual recomnaissance nroved the other tanels to be still intact, the
division commandcer dee’ded upon an amphibious opdrntion to -o cround th: dc~
molisicd arca to sccure the otacr twinels intact,

"DUKTTS", being available, sere immcdiately brought forvard and a battal-
ion of infantry vras landed in the vicinity of “5698. This lcading —ras sup—
ported by the direct firc of "C" Company of the TOlst Tonk Destroyer thtallone

A=L8L -1 - ol CTID
cric '2"'83'55 -



REST (ICTED -2 =

“hen this landing had been sccured, (the remaining tunnels werc taken
intact), support troops werc landed, and an aftack was launched to sccure the
toms of Riva (..55204L) and Torbole (..578023), It ims then that the command—
ing general decided to attempt to use barses to ferry tenl's and tanlt destraoyers
norta on the lake to support the advance of the infantry; or if this -mre not
possible, to advance on to the north writh the infantry after it haod recached
the initial Riva - Torbolc objective,

Unfortunately, the nccessary "QUOLSETTY barges vrere not immediately avail—
able for the operation, and.the infantry was on objective (fiiva - Torbole)
long before the first of the armor arrived,

4 forry point was established at TSL7950, and by aficrnoon of the 1lst
of May the "QUONSEIT!" barges wwore in the vater and rcady to receive,

It sras decided by agrecment betveeon the comanding officer, 70lst Tank
Destroyer Bottolion and G-3, 10th Nountain Infantry Division to move the armor
in the follovding order:

1la~-2M-8's (701 Ren)

2 1i=10's (./701) - RIV.
1 b = ~ Engincer Zguipment, = RIVA
2 a=~~21~8's (701 Ren)

15 (p/751 ) = TORECLE
1=l (/51 )
2 b - - Ingincer Hquipment, - TORBOLE
2 1=10's - LIV
L = - A11 rcmaining armor to TORBOLZ in the folloving order:
ledium tonks, light tanls, TD!'s of ".i" and "C" Companics, 7Olst
TD Battalion, and 70lst Rcconnaissance Company,
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This order was brought ~bout by the fact thot the vshicles in classes 1,
2, and 3 were to be nsed initially on road hlocks in the Torbolc - Riva arca,

Two unforscen factors entered the picturc, Tirst, although the "QUOISETTM
barges were said to be of the seventy \70) ton class, thcwr actual load limit
“ms not in cxcess of fifty {(50) tons, This mecant tumco the originally schedul-
c1 rumber of runs, Next, the motor on the "QUONSETIM <as not mechanically
cporative, and it ms nﬁccsucrv to propell the barge by tying "dukwr's" to the
port and starboard side and using the "dukw" poier to move the "QUOHSETT."

This addec to the minimum time linit of cach trip up tnolﬂko.

Hontheless, the ferry ~as in operation by 1430 hours, 1 Loy, and by 1715
hours the first load had arrived at Riva, (iuo entire forrv trip consunmed
soro tiro and one-half (2%) houru'timc. This meant o mazrimum of trelve (12)

tanks could be handled each day)e The ferry CO;tJlLC in Opcf“tlon throughout
the night, and by 021700B liay the followring vehielos had arrived at destina-
tion:

1st Plotoon, Rene Co.y 70lst TeDe Bne
3ra Platoon, lLcne Co., 70lst T,D, Bn,
st Platoon, "A" Co., 70lst T.D, Bn,
So. Hg's , Lcie, 4 T70lst T,D. Bn,
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2 iledium Tanks of "C" Co.; 751 Tenk Bn,
1 Lignt Tank of "D" Co, , 751 Tank Bn.
i Quonsett loads of heavy engineer bridging equiprent,

This list shows that the contemplated schedule of movenent was not follow-
ed to the letter, It was learned that although the barge could not handle )
two (2) tanks each trip, it could nonetheless carry additional light wvehicles,
A model load was one (15 medium tank and one (1) !%~8 armored car. 1/ ton,

I x 's of the reconnaissance company could also be added to the load as
availables Thus, the vehicles of the reconnaissance company preseited no
problem,

A change in the priority of equipment was made the next day in that en-
gineer equipment was given load priority over tiie armor, co that by 031800B
lay only five (5) additional medium tanks of the attached "C" Company, 751
Tenk Battalion had been ferried.

No further trips were made vith the armor., The road to the north as
opened at 0800 hours on the lith of lay and the ferry was pub out of operation,
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Althouvgh the quonsett barge was only in operation for a matter of four
(L) days, and although only a portion of the available armor Wwas transnorted
ty this ferry, the operation ims nonetheless decinaC a successe. The use of
quonsett barges in such operations is tactically a sound rroposition, and their
usc in future operations by commanders faced with similar circumstances czhould
be seriously considered. The operation just describer could have been carried
out ia the face of enemy fire ﬂnc, had the quonsett boerges been available,
tanks and tank destroyers could have lended iith the infantry,
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In any similar operation, the following factors rust be
siderations

l., ZIffcctive control must be exerciced at the ombarkation noint, Cnly
vehicles to be immediately available for loading nust ba in the arca. (This
battalion placed an officcr at the embarkation po;nt with radio and telephone
contact rith battalion headquartéers. The loading officor then called for
vehicles ns desired for loeding).

2e DIffcctive control must be cxercised ab the dabark-tion point, “hen
only o limited number of quonsctt barzes arc available, small portions of
zraorad units may beecome lost after deborkation,

3e hen gquonsett borges are to e usod
thorough map-study must be made of the land::
ing points,

1

t0 corry armor in the assoult a
@g area, to iasurc adequnte land-

li's Cuonsztt barges ore ngincpr cquipment thet ore uscd only for chort
periods of e jor operations, For this reoson, tlro“gh leng standing <rithout
b

usc, the poier motors arc liablc to become xnopo-at¢vc. Tvro motors werc tricd
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in thc lest operation, and peither one worked. If such a henvy piece of cn=
ginc.r couipment is worth hauling all the long vy up Ital , it is wortl: being
kept in an operative state,

5, A sufficient number of the quonsett barges rmust be ic to
the ~rmor, In thc past operation, it would hnve taken tyro (0, vroele o forry

the combat vehicles of this battalion. The usc of quensctt bargos for units
larg:r thon battalions is almost out of the question.

. In assault operations, some form of protcction from cnemy firc must
be aflorded the crews of the quonscits,

« In operations in which it is conbomplated teo nse tonks in quonsct
ges in the assault, it must be plonned to Lond as soon 28 nossihle aft
daylicht. Tanks on tn glow moving cuonzotts rrocent - wost frvorable targe

N :

cammy genfire,

3, “hen it is tomnlated t T pmiian
8. “hen it is contemplated to wse guonsctbt borges in an opcrnuion, Sonc
forcthought must be given to the natter, and the Quonsguto must be kept far
cnouzh forvard to be immcdictely available. in the past opcrtion threc (3)
¥

éaxs trere lost becouse barges vere not on hhad,

/s/ Ailbert L, lorrison
ALETRT Bl HORRISO
Captein, Infontry
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