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QPERATIONS CF COLPANY “C", 701lst T.fi J3STUCYsR »aTTALLON

Peried = 3 Octeber 1942 te 2i; Jamuary 19h3.

On the 30th ef 3eptember 1542, Cempamy "C", 701st Tamk Destreyer Battalien
(Captain Framk J. Reddins, Commanding) meved frea biveuac area at Camp Bally-
kinlar, Ceunty Dewm, Nerthern Ireland feor dostinatick‘ wmknerm, via Macclesfield,
England, ‘

The Cempany arrived in Masclesfield em the 3rd eof Octeber, and fer the nmext
fow days prepared fer further mevememt by Water tramspertatien em a cembat misei-
2. The Cempany was a part e¢f am ergamisatien of the lst Armered Divisien termed
"Combat Cemmand "B"., This ecemmand was split inte Red and Hlue feroces fer tle
ceming missien, and the Cempany was a part of the Red feree, Lit, Egrletem's
Plateen (the 2nd) was made a part of a greup under the conmand of Lt, Colemel
Tedd, said greup being aptly named "The Flying Celumm”. This plateem left Magcles-
field teo board ship at Weem's Bay, Seetland em the 13th of Osteber.

The mr of tie Company left Macclesfield en the 15th, aid bearded the
S.S. "Batery" at the Liverpeel Desks, The cemmand sailed frem Liverpesl te the
Firth of Clyds, Seetland, where the cempamy, With ether umits ef the cemmand,
pragticed invasiema lamdings fer appreximately ems week, The cenvey them re-
fermed and sailed fer Nerth Afriea. X

On Nevember 8, 1942, lapdimg wegan im the vicimity ef Oran, Algeria; the
Cempany beaching im the vicinity ef Mersa Beu Zedjar, Ne resistance was en-
countored on the beash, The "Flying Celwm" umleaded, remeved water pr«ﬁng,
and meved teward Tafaraeui Airpert, Lt. Eggeltem's Plateen was the peint eof
tiis column, and mot resistance em the highway between Oran and Sidi Del Abbes,
Here Sgt. Mitehell's S/P sun asceunted fer twe emplaoced French 75's, There
were me casualties within the Plateem, The fellewing day, this Platecn meved
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te La Seaia, and thence te Oran where they remained uatil the Ammistice was
sizned, Three 37mm zuns were wileaded and meved frem the beach en Nevenber
10th; these zuns were frem the 3rd Plateem. They net resistance beth en the
way te Oran and alse im Oram, Of the lst Plateen, twe zuns of 75mm and ene
gun of 37mm (the latier frem the 3rd Plateen) maleaded amd rneved, under the
Gemnand of 3gt. Weaver, te vicimity ef Er Rahel te reinferce read bleci: ef
the 6th Armered Iafantry Regimenmt,

After the Amistice with the Fremgh, thgCempany meved inte a biveuas
area immediately seuth ef Tafaraoui.

NG Cempany left fer Tumisia en the 16th «f Nevember, and em the 21st
arrived at Seuk el Arda, The Cempany was placed umder the ceamand of the
11th Brigade (British), and Captain Redding reperted te the Cemmanding
6ffieero The next day the Cempany was dive besbed ad straffed while in
the tewn of Seuk el Arwa, and eme H/T U-2 was lest, Fouwr men were woeunded,
The fellewing day was spent em maintemance, the vehicles being in bad shape
after the lenz read march acress Algeria, The Cempany meved en the 2i;th
of Nevember and that ewvening arrived in Beja, where they were given the
missien te secure ths | zh ¢roni west of Medjez el Bad (then eccupied
by German infantry amd paratreeps), Supserting the .C-pany was ene pla~
teen of British Brean Gum Carriers,

The Cempany meved frem Beja at meem in the directiem of lbdjos, erder
of march beins the Bren (hm Plateen, 3rd, 2nd, amd 1st Plateens ef the Cem—
pany, The celumn was mertared and straffed at intervals all during the after-
neen, and in ths evening the Cempayy Cermander asse~bled his cempany Just eut-
side of the ranse of German mertars, Duriuz the day's activities ene man vias
Kdlled (Cerseral Glassman),

tm the merning ef the 25th sf levember, the Germans withdrew inte
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2hoca2, Wl o« L0 leurs Cantain Medding received erders te go inte
T2 far o meiralize Gorman anti-tank suns whick had been giving the Britsh
—uiitdLUETS and Cnesiir 8 trouble, These hesimen s were advancing en ledpz
“taom the Nortl: and 3euth ressectively, The Cempany arrived em the outskirts
of t5» Lom at dusk, Sut it was fast getting se dark that a withdrawal was
mene Le bhe Will everleoking the tem, Here they ssent the night, In the
ceantine, Iritish artillery was shelling the tewn,
in {he morning, vastain Redding received erders te Join the 2nd Batta-

lion ol the 13th Ama ed Reaiment (mission - te wretect the risht flank ef
et petiddior whilae it nade a wide envelepment em the temn of kedjes),
#hil. -vicz ‘o join this Sa% lien the Censany was straffed by an American
P=3" siuadron of the 1'.th Fursuit Group ef the 12th Air Ferce, It is pre-
sumed that 'he american [lis:s theught the vehicles teo be Ge:i&n. At any
rate, thc rosults ol Lhe serlifing completely immobilized and denoralized
“he Comuany as 773 of “he cembat vehicles 7ere eut ef epcratien (enly one
7oma U/P ané ene 37mm /P were mot made ineperative), Seven men were kill-
ed and Lwelve men .ounded, [hus, the entire days of Nevember 27th, 28th,
ara 27th were spent in rebuilding the destreyed vehicles, with the mainten-
anc‘:e crow working day and nizht, By the 30th the Comeany was ready te ge
again (althouzh the rem had met yet recevered frem the sheck), and was as—
igned o Lhe Irench fer the serimeter defense of Ledp z (4O German tanks
werc resarted appreaching Medjpz frem Tebeurka), The fellewing day, hew-
ever, the Cemmany was reassigned te the 175th Field Artillery Battalien
(U3A;. Cne »l.iteen stay=d in pesition between Sloughia and Teseur, while
tue other two nlatoens ere sent eut between Beja and 3idi N'Sir, Thus,

at tlhis tias, the Cempany was spread ever an area of some 50 niles,
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(m the 2nd of ., _.mber the Cex-any mas erzciv~ & 7 5in £ .

of the cth Araered Infantry, but wi wmaule w0 cotact e oun, L
Lime, the 1st Batialien ef the 1ith ..mored ieziaent,  tas - O :

the tewn of Tebowrba (them defended by sever.d battalioens of Jerwun nfat -
and ene battalien of German medium tanks)., The Cermany jeined in tie 44t
te suppert the light tank battalien. The attack, hewever, wus a failie .. |
the attackers withdrew te defensive »esitiens scuth of Tedeurva,

On Desember 5th, Cempany "C" was officially at'ached te L 14 Suf'o’

13th Armered Regimeat, and meved with the Battalien acress tie kadjerda iv:ov

inte an elive creve near the main Tunis-Ledjez read, iere tie Cempa s e.i-
posted the harber ef the Tank Battalien, zeins eut on recemaissance b day
ad withdrawing back inte the harber Wy night, ‘

On the merming ef December 10th, werd came that a Germam armere’ .-o! gy
of seme 55 mixed vehisles was sreceeding devn the Tunis read teward ke jex
el m and was attasting the tank park ef the 1st Battalion o tie 1o e
Regiment( Cel, Waters). Cemsany "C" witp "sn Cempany, 13t AR, wiiell 77+
attacked, The light tanks, hewever, became stuck fast <in i a0 T

rained ceaselessly), and a tanik 7S, Lank destreyer bai'le resilie . alw

dus te weather cenditiens all of the fishting was done on e 1izin- o, -

dostreying feur Germam Mark IV tanks and 1 anti-tan: sun ¢« O LT L
dored te withdraw dack te the erchard te reerzanize,

In the evening, with the pressure ol the Gerian 2 A NP
ever increasing, the Cempany; With the other wnits in tie Sy, weved Lo
heping te get te the Tebeurba-Medjes read and return te koijez: bul wlen
the head ¢f the celumm arrived at the bridge aeross the waije.wia, <he .~
mang laid mertar fire dewa en the bridge, The column was ordersd ". i
arewd and wreceed in the direction frem whence it had come, T oave'.

WA3 ne cress-country, and eme by ene ithe vehi.l .; feil frow Y1 c¢lome,
mareancd in the wud, Pinllly the whele celimm w s immedilized, e ool

then cams te abanden venicles and te retum +o hedgo o 2

Seile

REST 7oy



. ait 8w i N ¥
On Deoember 1%, ~4e Comany was assizned do
nder Cazbat Camx.cd *

» e ‘

a1l cembal eimment havin: Yeen lsest In action,

%5 ne replacements being available), The Cempany remained in these dutieas
=il rejeining the Bettaliem en Jxmmary 2lth,
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