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Operations Of Cempany "B", 701st T.D, ﬁi.
Peried - 27 Sept., '42 to 12 Feb, t43

It was em September 27, 195L2 that I4, Clark and 27 emlisted mem frem
"B" Cempany left em the advance detail frem Dewspatriek, Cewnty Dewm, Nerth-
ern Irelamd, Trask vehieles wuader Lt, Rdsom left f& the new statiem om
Octcber 2nd, The fellewing day Captain Mllmamm amd 65 emlisted meu departed
by train while the remainder of "B* Osmpaxy fellowsd immediately with wheeled
vehieles umder Lts, MeBeight and Witeit, Ceptain Ellmemn's grewp arrived at
the new loeatiem, Hamkelew Ceurt, Emglamd, em O:teber hth, It. Clark amd Mis
mmummmmuuomrem. The next day the
wheeled vehicles amrrived after’ a trip via Larme aad Stremreer, asd I, Bisea
arrived with the track vehieles and drivers the smme day.

Lt, Smith with mesbers of the 2ad Recemmaisszaee Plateen, Reoemmaissance
Company pulled inte Haakelew em Osteber 13th, The plateen was stiaehed te
"B" Cempaxy for future eperatims. New the perseamel assembled in Bugland
amewxted te six effieers and 203 enlisted men. The latter figure mew in-
aluded 15 replasements reeeived em Osteber 9th, 23 mem of the attashed Re-
eoxnaissance plateen, amd 5 first-aid medies, Vekialos econsisted of eight
75mm self-prepelled gums, feur 37-’aolr-prqe:|.1d guas, four 3/1;*&.“
carriers, three half tem weapens earriers, six 1/h tem "peeps", three 2-1/2
ton trusks, eme trailer, and seven metereysles. In additien te heavy wespems,
‘B"Mmmﬁﬁ',%ﬂﬁgrmm,%.wmnﬁxm,
56 temay gums, 170 rifles, 10 ealiber .L5 pistels, amd 18 Very pistels.

Pay day fell em Osteber Sth, mmwmnmcﬁgu
four AWCL's dissppeared te return the fellewing day.

Ite Waitsit and the 3rd Flateem, less three mem AWL and the drivers, left
Hankelew for HM.S, "Misea" at Weynsss Bay, Seepland, Osteber 10th, What re-
mained of the cempany, imeluding the three AWOL mem, entrained at Namtwieh,
Osteber 13, fer Liverpeel where they bearded H,M.S. "Derbyshire". Thi: pertiem

PN Y N ey
. C [N 7
RESTICTT Z


http:LmemantSteeeAtt.Wa

Harbor, sase time was then put in off Kent Allea Stationm, Seetland, where a
practice landing,im which "B" Cempany did met participate,was attempted, and
finally the oemvey was assembled off Clyde.

On Osteber 26 The "Derbyskire" mptautdmmmn;wiu_so
sampanien vessels, The stermy seas made it uuﬁgdngferlmnldm,uu
peeially for the mem im the bew of the s hip, "B Oqaqiammmutu-
erged with vielins, guitar asd ukelele te furmish emtertalmmemt for the entire
assesblage em ship, &illﬂt‘dtmtthw. NHevember 2nd tmmed
out te be & memerable day as the destinatien was made knewn, Cembat Cemmand "B¥,
of wrieh "B" Gompaxy Was a part, had the miselem of taking ad helding Tafaraeui,
La Semia, and Oggas airperts, and of presesding against Orem frem the south ,
Field Order Ne, 1 diselesed that the 3rd Platoem weuld accempaxy "A" and "B®
Cempanies of the 1st Battalien, 13th Armered Regimemt, in a flying celum ag-
ainst Tafaraeul, The remainder of the Cempany was te pressed azainst Oggas
wmassisted, Witk high morale, the next few days were used te busily prepare
for the eperatien ahead, ]

The convey steaned past the Resk ef Gibralter em Nevember 7th, and an-
chor was drepped off St. Leu at 0900 hours, November 8th, Lt, Whitsit and
his plateen led off fer the Cempaxy at 0600 heurs when they disembarked with
their vehieles frem the Tank Landing Craft "Misea®, They sped out in a "Flying
coluwmn”" at 0845 hours and were beund in:l.ti&liy for Tafarasuil Airpert, Under
the command of Lt, Celenel Waters, the column alse censisted of a cempany of
the 6th Infantry and twe tamk cempamies of the 1st Bat$alien, 1st Armored Re-
giment, The 503rd Paraehute Battalion was unable te land at the airpexs at
0100 heurs as eriginally planwed, Hewever,.the selum out threugh leeal re-
sistance te take the airfield, By 1400 hours paratreeps and fighter planss
were erdered in, DBefore these elememts seuld arrive, Fremek fighter and beaber
planes sweeped down om the eolummn, A 500 pewnd bewb scered a direet hi. amd |
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< e ..cicly demolishea a half-tresks. The Cewpany®s Lk

e e ey St Ly aller .sundcm, long ranrce fixe o

T cmabuni tima oo n Tl &L ey teven pn mixed battery whieh had bean
id frow bhe nertheast, By this time planes had landed and
g Lrisensrs were laken, It had besn a highly succe.sful day,

Lowrehile, Lhe remainder of the Cempany disembariked from the "Derbyshire”

‘oGt st abeat 16D heurs, The vehicles were landed; one at a time, frea
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weter 1anuing eraft,

Or. The Gthy Lhe 31d Flatoon saw more actien, . An enemy taak coneentratien
raz eupazed and sna.shl'sd at St, Lucien, Twe tanks were destreyed by 3rd Plateon
Ty ot ranges in excess of 2000 yards, After this encounter the Plateen With-
ey e Tafaraeui,

<zt 10%h of Nevember found fie 2nd and 3rd Platoenc preeeeding against
ia Senfa fram ti* south in the face of heavy sniping and artillery fire, Aa
enmgy iatll Struck a self-propellsd and set it aflame, Sgt, Redisen, Sheltem,
Uunham, Tipple and Laniry werd killed; Srt.éams, the driver, was wundod bat
Sonzht witiy oubstanding gs.]lantr:f throughout the day, The 3xd Plateen them
bypassed La Genia and was ameng the first te enter Oranm,

The “md Platoen was ordered te take La Semia, but was wdthdrewm when
oppesiltisn :revel heavier than expected,  However, the cemmand half-treek

: wid not recaim tae witirawal message and preeseded alone inte La Semta,
0 cved was eemnrosed of Lt, Edsen, Cerperal James D. Petrie, T/5 Miltem
Jo Russelly ST lerald einberg, Pfe J,C. Gardner, Pvt. ¥ilbur H, Willis,
S b the tad just escaped from his burming tank. and an iwterpreter,
‘ha velicls healed against heavy sniping and artillery five threugh la
senla be & Toiat “lree miles beyond, Here it broke dewm after being dameg-
4 ¥4 roal Lleck, An enemy truck eelumm had halted cx the reed and its
vecusants ¢iened fire at the "B Cempaxy wehicle frem all direetions, After
\ 2 okt of saveral minutes, eight of the enony surrendsred and semo ferty
wirers gave w otily therealter, Lt idsen, assisted by the interpreter,
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oré back te La Semia, Here Lt, Edson and his crew, witheut assistance, made
arrangemeats fer the surrender of seme 300 French air and infantry percomes
te Celenel Rebinetto whem he later arrivod,

Witk the fall ef Orem, the eampaign in Algeria ended, Ceabat Cemmsand “D"
had praved itself te be an exsellent tastiudl umit, OGemeral (liver, by walidng
meemoernedly threugh heavy artillery fire south ef La Senia., had wen the -~
grodging admiration of his mew, "B" Cempany had established an exeellent repu-
tatien fer itself, It, Edsen was wmarded the Sil-er Star for "Gallantry in
utim", or eut-Yorking Sergeant York, Celomel Waters secured a captainey
for Lt, Wnitsit,

"B" Cempany assembled near Tafaraeui Airpert ‘en Nevember 13th, and headsd
for Tumisia with "Q" Cempaxy three days later. That night they biveuaced near
Orleamsville, The fellewing evening feund the biveuas area at LiArba, seuth
of Algiers, Oyelist Hemtry Kirscher was injure. whem he crashed into a rail-
Toad cressing bar, He was remeved te a hespital at Algiers. On the evening
of Nevember 19th, tiw Cempanies were eutside Setif and moved Lo the environs
of Censtamtine by the fellewing evening, Then, on Nevember 21st the 1ot
Plateen of "B" Cempany went on te Feriama while the other nreoseded te Seuk
Ahras, Here new erders sent "C" Cempany in the i#rectien of Tunis and "B"
seuth te Tebessa, whieh was reached at 2300 hours, 4 supply trick was lost
enreuts but, leaded with amnmitien and persemmel equipment, it continued
te Feriama and rejeined the 1lst Plateen,

After emly an heur of sleep, the Cempany denarted fer Gafsa, which was
te be attacked at dawn, The mevement toek place at 0300 heurs on lNovember
22nd, and missed the mines which were planted by the enemy at a read bleck,
Except for smipingz, Gafsa was eecupied witheut resistance, In the afterneen
the Cempany again attacked, this time against an enemy tank column moving em
Gafsa frem the ea:’.. Depleyed at 1600 hours at Guettar, the snemy was mot
- Suddenly by our recemmaissange, Three enexy tanks were destroyed by the =umas
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emded the battle, me "peep” was lest but me persemmel casualties resulted,
The Cempany, wimus the lst.Platocn, thea moved back te Feriama, |
After a few hours of rest enm Nevenber 23rd, the Cempany left Feriama and
met the enemy just befere reaching Sbeitla. Led by the 2nd Flateem, "B" Com-
PRy destreyed eignt tamks, toek 70 Italian prisemsrs and a omsiderable ameumt
of oquipment, The 75%m S/P, im which Lt, Edsem was acting as gummer, aecemmted

fer three enemy tamks after it had beem disabled hy Lkem fire, Cerperal Benvemuti,

severely weunded by mertar fragaent, was the enly “B" easualty, After the tewm
Was cleared of the enemy, the Cempany withdrew te Kasserine,

“Lt. Celenel Baff was avarded the Legien of Hemer by the Fremch and was
m-ﬁncolmbymiu&-mm. Captain Ellmsrm and the emtire
CONPARY Wer'e ah.rded the Creix de OGuerre with palm, 2nd 1z, Edsen was premeted
te lst Lieutenant, nmp» Company was pretty Preud that day, Nevemper 28,

On Nevember 29th, the 1st Phto-mrnmodfrcﬂlfu, where it had
boem retained sines the fight at Kl Gwetter, I8, MeDnight and his 37wm guns
were seat eut at might te resemmeiter CROXY pesitiens areund Sidi beu Zid and
Fald Pass, but the xissien ceuld net be ao0enmplished; the reads were little
mere than treils, «

Th.cml.nrgmnmoderlltatzzmhmum of a Mranco-
Ameriesa ferce, ineluding a hesvy wespens mmammma
the 26th Iafamtry, and a ¢olpany of Freash Infantry, with the missien of taking
the pass at Faid. At ¢730 heurs of Descember 2ad Ameriesn P-38's straffed enexy
pesitiens. The 2nd and 3rd plateems led the sttaek, supperted by 5o French
riflemen, Americam infantry mistakenly meved inte hills twe miles west, Re-
cemmaissance and 1st Flateem were depleyed te guard the appreseh te the Pass on
the east, Our heavy runs deajt mith one anti-tal sur and twe artillery oieees,

and meved on jnte L' - Pais, ‘hey mere taker suddanl:- BY eivy sactian vt
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Small arms preved ne geed against airaraft whan fired frem a vehiele or

frem high zroumd em beth flamks,” Sergeant Fester and Klepp were idlled, L.
Edsen; Sergeant Patrick, Cerperal lNile, T/5 Turi, Pentille amd Heward, all ef
the 2ud Flateen; were weunded, "B" Cempany withdrew frem the Pass - the t-zk
was that of the infamtry, Reeemmaissance und 1st Plateem had beem attempt g
te lecate machine gui amd mertar fire east ef the Pass. At 1020 heurs feur
P-30°8 flew over and emd fired a burst of magkine gum shets, T,'S Oele, Brymat
and Youngman were killed; GCerperal Legan and T/S levime wers severely weunded,
This ease of mistalon idemtity was imexsusable amd kighly demeralising, The-
Air Cerps claimed that these vekicles were outside ths bemb linme,

Fremch and imeriesn infantry attasked the Pass all day, but, whem Li.
Clarke Teturmed at 1700 heurs te rocever twe dead bedies, the Fass was still
streongly defended. The Cempany prepared te diveuao im a eactus pateh mear
the pass that night. The 1st Plateen: upen erdars frem Celemel Raff, meved
ot after.dark te eoswpy its fermer position and wus m at 2100 hours by
S & ti-tank {ire frem the eneuy whe had meved dewn frem the mowntains,
The Plateem fought all might ewt of semtact With the rest of the cempany.
T/5 Hawley amd Davidsem were killed, aad T/S Deluss was wounded; Frasier
was last seem smro].y r-unlu. aad could net be fourd the fouuhg
Seversl cunnt.:lu were believed inflieted ea the enemy.

Tho 3.4 Platesn meved te the assistance of the 1st em the

. merming, The 2nd Flaveem later meved eut te deal with appreaching saemy

tanks and Tuek selwmm; sud ssescded in smashin~ twe trueks, 4d 0900
hours sevea amemy piaxss ruliasked biteuas pesitiens with light bealss and
20mm gum fire, T/l rattersem, Opl. Petrie, and Ple's Qedding and Caspers
were killed, T/5's Wrem, Patrick, Pfu. Upclmreh and Baker were weunded,

ether expesed pesitiens, Straffiag was extremely deadly; twe Rkalf-trecks
and ene. 3/l ten were badly damaged, At 1300 heurs the Cempany meved to a
new biveuae at Sidi beu Zid, Meanwhile, ]:20 Germans surrendexred at the Pass.

‘battsrsen, Pabrie, Hamley, Cele, Jeeding, Bryant Yeungman and Uavidsem were

PRIl w5 bas 20 Pfe. Cwsosre led ab the whencs 1or o )0
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=i was buried there, o R‘ESTBICTED

" Lt. Glarke, aceempanisd by Prts, Wetsel, Bargs, and Deelsr, 1aft in 8
nalf ten Usr Lhe Fas3 Lo nicic s the beiies »f Fester and Klepp, 5n route,
‘e yrhicle was astacked on osen read near Faii by four enemy raiders which
straffed the truek feur times, The wehicle ceuld be listed as a tetal less,
I: the ‘a.rt.emoon of Uecember lith, Recernnaissance and 3rd Flateem teek up
security pesitiens areund Lesouda,

Foster and Klepp were buried at Sidi beu Zid the fellewing day, Dy mew
the Cempany was being bembed and straffed daily, Mem remained clese te their
fex heles and meved vehicles and supplies exly by might, Our ewa aireraft,
Dascd al Yeuks-les-Baims, was tee far im the rear te afferd adequate pretee-
tien. )

‘Allied Headquarters elarified "B* Cempaxy's missien em Deesmber 8Sth, It
vas te pretect Yeuks-les-Bains and te ebtain infermatien of the enemy in its
secter, By Decenbﬁr 10th, the Cempany had resumed its pesitien in reserve at
Feriana, It was raining hard and the return march was ea reads made almesd
impassable by the mud, The mext day 1st Plateem returmed te Periama as the
Cempany established a biveuae in & large olive greve ene nile seuth ct tom,

. Clarke left by plane for Algiers te ebtain mail ex December 10&.
Then Telergma, Beme, and Seuk el Arba were yisited; thenes by trusk te Ouslma
and Jeuk Aanhras, but ne mail, Lt, Clarke's returm te the Cempany eame en Deosm-
her Zitn,

Christmas Day arrived, and theughtgitere mainly ef heme a year age, Jex-

risss were attended at the "hetel® im tewa or im the elive ershard,

News that the *nemy landed twe gliders, carrying 16 mem, and sucseeded
in Tlewinz the bridge 20 milés 3outh of Feriama came in Degember 29th, ﬁo .

shadewy figures ef Gemerals Rebinetts, Ward, and Clark visited Ferisma em
sugsessive days; this fergetten theater of eperatiemns was waking up,

The first mail received by the Cempany sinee leaving England was dolivwd

Jinuary 2ad. The next day the Comparny was alerted, Attached te French ferees,
i 1=f{% Feriana at 1330 heurs far 3beitls, and at 2200 heurs ecntinued te Hadjeh
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23 alein and 10 mjl-; te,ond, Ti eredy ii onar Liee miie o,
rlateen remained in :nis farwap? re3itien Lor al-at da L I T x i,
but ne cameuflage. The ~ragy di€ not .racz ANy athask, licowwver,  rivate 2
was accidentally idlled the next day, ‘ie ms viried in tie Coctpiy nlot at
Sidi beu Zid,

Gn January 5th, tne 3ra Flatesn, ~ith an attached anti-xrer W4 wlateen,
moved Lo & pesitien just vacates by the O(1lst T, o, Jatbtailai, Jrea January
6 te the 17th, 2nd Platsen was oul en JiX woBasiens Lo ocoupy ‘s fomvapd
pesitien, but the eamy attaok nover materialised, 7The Platean ' -an Porfermad
a new hmctinz artillery fire, cevering the advance of “reach iiTantry, was
laid dewn, IEnemy aireraft, wity emyhasis en fighter slanes, ere extrencl;
astive, Bveryene tbok & porsenal interest in "is fex hele or 3jit trench,
These shelters seemed to mirseuleusly sroew deever aicer overy traffing and
Seen centained ingenieus inmsvatiens such 19 mAZarim® racks and ‘'racks? fo-

& cup of tea, Whaiskey - even ¢ lmaginary - ani ot‘:\.er.prizcd pesdess:ons,

Der Tag" fimally arrived, Om Febr.ary 12th, "8" Ceasany rejeimed the

Battalien and Lt. Jmith's Plateen retucici te tsgemmiissance Cem any,

#*i"**i#‘l*i#‘l**
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