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During the perigd & - & June 1932, Company 3, 702 Tank Jestrover dattalilon,
€d Armored Dvislon will hold a reunien in Columbim, Sauth Carelina, This
will be the fourth such mestlng of the company whlch has been Brought
together malnly throush the efforis of former lst Sergeant James E. aildenhour
of Jooleenee, North Carolina, Approxlmately 35 forner members, and wilves,
from meny areas of the United States, will attend, The company was activated
at Fort Zenning, Seorgis in 1902 with cadre from the 2d Armorsd Divisilon.

It took part in the Loulisiana meneuvers, completed its tralnlng in Camp
Sruper, Oxlahome snd joined the 24 Armored in England in early 1944, On
June 9 of that year the company landed in France wheres it lnmedlately
entered combat among the hedgersws of Normandy,

Juring fiva major Zuropean campaigns (lNormandy, ¥orthern France, Ardennes,
Shingland, Centrsl Turope} Lln which 1t partleipated, as part of the

23 Armored Jlvision, the company fought with bravery and distinetion while
complling an impressive conbat recobd, It wag awarnded a Fresidentilal

init Cltatlon, Fourragere of the Jelgium Oroix de' Guerre and nunarous in-
dividual honors. Company 3 partlclpated in the 3t. Lo breakthrough in
July 1984, orossed the Seine River in August, fought through Jalgiun and
fdalland, amd on 3 October, was in the attack on the 3iegfried Line in the
viceinity of Ubach, Germany. After what was described as the largest

tans battle on the Westernm Frunt, the Aoer Aiver was reacheld 1n late
November, At this tire, casualiles had reduced the combat effectlveness
.of the company to anly 5 tanks and the unlt was relleved for a nuch
nesdad rest and re-organizatlon, In Deceaber, when the Terman wintaer
counter—-offenalve threatensd to rTesch the Meuse River, the 2d Ammored
noved scuthward to Delglum, treveling more than 100 mlles in 2% hours

to nest the 2d Fanzer DHMvislon, which had nade the deepest penetration

by “erman forcea. The 24 Fanzer was destroyed after 5 days of bitter
fighting, On 3 January 1945, the company, as part of Combat Command 3,
began counter operatlons against German forces and on 15 Janusry, the
back of the Ardennes offansive was broken when a link-up with 34 I, 3,
Arny troops was made at Houffalize, Belgium, In helping to blunt the
seraan offensive, Company 3, which had Tecently been equippsd wlth the
new [~lQ Tank Destroyer wilth 90 M sun, was cited in battle reportas

for 1ts actions, After moving back into Germany, the Boer diver waa



crossed at Julich on 27 February, the dhine, in vicinity of Vesel,
on 29 Karch, and the conpany moved across Germany to its final operation
of the war vwhen Hadgeburg on the Elbe River was captured,

At war's end, the 24 Armored Division was designated as the HonorT
Division to represent the United States at the Fostdam Conference

in Jerlin, Coapany B was selected as the Foner Jusrd Company of its
parent battallon and took part in ceremonies for Fresident Tou=an,
Winston Churehill, and other dizmataries attending the conforence.

The conpany was lnactivated at Camp Miles Standish, Fass. in Septamher
1945, with mest of its personnel returhing to civilian 2ife,

Among those in.attendance at the 1932 reunlon will be lst Sergeant
Ridennour; Col (Ret) Louis E. Xawrockey, Arlington, Yirginia, who
orzanizel the coapany and commanded it through most of the {izhiing

in Eurspe; Colonel (Fet) Ceeil F, Hupnnlcutt, a native South Carelialan
and resldent of Columbla, wheo served with Company 3 as a pla‘tesn leadar,
executive officer, and company camnender; and a former btattalion com-
mander, Aaryy dart of Hdooreaville, North Carolina, Iuring its reunlon
in Galmbh:, the Juality Inn, .2, will ba Coapany 3's operational
base., Varlous actlvities have been planned to include attendance at
a command retroat review at Fort Jackeon, a Aar-5-3, and a memorial
breaxkfast on & June,



