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g - ONET REPORT: o
: LT (After Action Rsport)

From: 2024004 Febi@'ry 1915
To : 3124004 Marchi1945.

Unit: 7p2nd Tank Destroyer Battalion
Deter 31 March 1945, o
Flace: St Vith, Germany B372568

MAPS: GSGS 4507, Scale 1/50,0005 GSGS kUL, Seale 1/25,000; GSGS hilé, Scale
1/100,000. :

I. ENEMY:

1 - 6 ¥arch. During the first part of this period, the enemy contimued to resist
and delay with infantry, somtimes dug in, but small groups of ganks were active at

approgéches to towns and oritical positions. Bridges across the Nord Canal wepe defended

by AT guns and Artillery Fire. The bridges at Stackerseit (212922) ard Hinterfeld
(232915) were destroyed by the snemy, Groups of Infantry and vehicles were reported
throughout the ares, generally retreating Nortimard,

On 2 March, elements of the 130 Pz Lehr Division, consisting of & Battalion of
Infantry and four to seven tanks, supported by concentrated artillery and mortar
fire, made 2 determined counter attack against our forces at Schiefbann in an effort
to force their way through to the East from the MUCHEN-GLADBACH sres. This determined
attempt to break out of the encirclement failed, and the enemy gradually disengaged
and withdrew toward the North.

FThroughout this perdod, the enemey fired concentretions of heavy artillery on
front line troops 2nd centers of commnieéations. )

Bnemy planes were active over the Division area on straffing and bombing missiong:
throughout this perdiod but caused little damage, (

The units in contact on our sector were the 130 Pz Lehr Division, 59th and 363rd -

Infantry Division,
6 - 30 March. Not in contact. _

30 - 31 March: During the two days operation, the enemy continued to resist our
agvance in scattered uncoordinated groups of Infantry with small arms, light artillery
and some bazooka fire. Reconndissance elements in genersal met light to scattered res—
istance and bedvy artillery fire from Hamn while blocking the northern exits from that
city. The town of Drensteinfort (0£55) was defended by personnel of Officer Candidate
School Detmod who offered stiff resistance from dug in positions.

Large mumbers of prisoners were taken during the two day period, In one instance an

entire company surrendered. Morele of prisoners was very low. However some still con-
tinue to think that a new weapon will be introduced and that some stretegy will be em-
Ployed that can still stop us.

Large mubers of foreign laborers and priscners of war were freed in towns overrun

by our forces.
The civilian populace seemesd more cordial than in ‘the past.
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II: OUR OPERATIONS FOR THE PERIOD: The Battalion CP moved from the vicinity of Otzenrath

Germany (KLO7755) to Steinhausen, Germany (F160860) on the 1 March 1945 to maintain con-
tact with the forward elemsnts of the battalion. The Bn less companies “AW, WBA apd HgR -
~ remaipned under control of the Division. On the 2 March 1945, the Bn CP moved to Osterath,

Germany (F22397L) closing at 1600 and establisking contact with highér headquarters;
remaining in thet location until the 4 March 1945, whien it moved to the vicinity of

Krefeld, Germany (4198062). On the 5 March 1945, the battalion moved the vicinity of u

Gresenens, Germany (F224973) with companies "AY and WM,
The Battalion forwerd CP moved with Company "BH -to coordimtes (4235104) to con-

trol direct and indirect fire across the Bhine at (A252083), remaining in that location

available to the 2nd Tank Destroyer Group for missions, until the 7 March 1945 when
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7. ' The Battalion forwara (P rejoined reémeinaer of Bavtalion in the vieinity of Harat,
Germany, (F208954) 071300 Maren 1945. - i e i :

' Tpne Bagtalion remsined av Harat, Germany (F205954) training and reorgainizing until
thé 12 Marcn 194> when aue “to spift in Corps pounaary, tnme Battalion moved to Horset-
Scnetsen, Germany (FLi0842), ciosing in new area 1215254 March 1945. Treining, re-
organizing and preparations ror tuvure operations contimed throughtout the periods.

" On 251320 Marca 1945, tne 702na TD Bn ( < Companies WA and #C") in Division control

movea on the Divisior East route,F ‘Horset-Scnelsen, Germany. (F120842) arriving in tne
new area ALy 285> av 251520 March 1Yipe. Tne Bdt’ta;’k_.‘i_onj(-'_-é) ‘crossed the Wesel Bridge &t
2ylous MBren 1Yy and assembled 3l coordinates A2altj’1)l'prepajr:ed‘_:'to' move FKast on Division
order to SUPport eitner compaT commane. On toe 30 March the Battalion (-) moved on the
Division ‘South route rollowing CCMB" to assemble in the vicimity or Hullern, Germany "
(46youHl) closing 1n area av 300300 March 194>, On the 31 Yarch the Batvallen.¢-) fpl-
lowing CC'"BY on uhe soutn routé placed roadd blocks in tpe vicinity of Wessel, termany
(4955465 ) .until 3116004 Narch v wmich Tame TOe Battalion was. relieved of responsivility
of ne ro&d blocks and moved to the vieimity oi Kurrich, Germiny (A01y1ly8) and ordered
to piace road biocCks o Lhe south OI Tae Areéad and north ol the Lippe river to protect tne
CCMR" assemoly area, No armor contacved ouring Tais period.

. Company "A" 1n supporv oI QCMAN crossed tne Nord Canai in the Vicinlly ol Schiet-
bann, Germany  (Fiolyiys) 2na outpostved Iront ]ine area ip tne vicinity ot Willien,
Germany (Fl/oyog) on toe i Marcn Lyhd. On vae 2 Marcn LYa>, Company MAM contimed the
drive norvtn in support oi CC"AW, Tne LsU Platoon was witharavn rrom CCMA!' control and
moved to Toé vicinity or Hemmeraen, Germany (Fiy9&l2) to block reported.counter avtack
oI seven enemy tenks. No contact was mAde and Toe platoon returnea to Company MAD
controL on The same way. Verarleq reports substantiated claims tnat Company A% had
gestroyed Two 85 mm TOWea guns and one cargo truck on the 1 March 1945, during operations
along tne Nora Canal. ,

On tne 3 Marchn 1Y4>, Company "A'Y assisted 1n tnhe cutiing ol the niglway between
Krerela, Germany (AlysQo2) and Urdigne, Germany (A241073). During this operatiom, Company
HAM desbtroyed vnree (3) trucks, one (L) passenger car, and one (1) mororcycle. On tae
L, Marcn 194>, tne Toree platoons ot Company HAP asgistved CCUAY in mopping up operatuions
along the Rmne River, In vms actaon, Campany 4N gestroyed.ons (1) halt-track, one (1)
secan, ana one (l) truck, one (1) motorcycle, and captured two enemy otricers and twenty-
ei1gnt enlisted men,

On the > Marcn Lyg>, Company A" was released To control of Battalion ana assempled
in the vicimity ol Harav, Germamy (F20®y>4) for reorganization and training, remaining in
that location until tne L2L5<yA Marcn lysd When 1T movead under pattalion control to the
town oi Horseut~Scnelsen, Germsny (FioOsy2). Training was contimied in this area for
repaincer of perlod., Platoon tacuical problems were hela with tank and inrantry troops
upon oraer Irom Division. General instructions in basic supjects and prepagataons 1or
JuTure Operations contlmed. -

On tne 2 Marcha Lyip, Company "A® was alerted to move with CC"AR nortn to the
Nintn Armmy oriagenesde . .

Company “A", 1n support ol CGUAM, moved Iyom Horset-Schelsen, Germany (FLH0842)

To join tne coupbat commind &%T 2716004 Marcn LY45, Toe tirsv platoan was in support ok
tne First Battalion, 2nd piatoon with the ond Bactalion, and the third platoon with the
thira oattalion, 6oth Armored Regimentv., (ompany NAR Jegs taree pilatoons under CCYA"
control.

Company "A" moving on Division east and west routes to the Nigun Army bridges
HGM ana YHY clearea the oriages and assempled on the e&sv pank ol vthe Rnine raver by
280 200A Marcn Lly4>, watn Comsau Command NAR troops.

On the mgnt of tie 28un MAren 1Yy4>, Company NAY remained in 8ssemoly area Prepar—
1ng TO support ine atvidcK or GCPA" Towara the east. On the 27 March 1945, Company NAH
movea witn Tae respectave UAsK 1orces ol LCTAY towara the line ar asparture to arrive
tners oy 3UV0LUA Marcn 194>. Arver crossing bne lame oI departure, Company "A" moveq east
east with CCMAD 1n tne avtéck along tee Dilmen-Haltern line, protecving une north flank
oI The movement.

Company MA" movea across tne Lippe Camal at 3116004 March 1945 witn CCUMAM and
proceeded wita the rapid advance 8long he nOruvi rouve ol the Division meeling witn
very lignt resistance. No contact made wath ensmy during this period.

Company 'BY 1n eupport- of CCMRY asslgued 1n the drive of the Divigion Nortn %o-

ward Scheitpann, Germany (FLuLy4h) reacprhg toat objective on Mareh 1st,. 1945, The
mewm WRR outoostéd by Company U"BY on ‘tme left ylank. On the 2 March 1945, Co.,"B! con-
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Division, On tne 4 Marca 1945, Company "B" moved toward'the railroad yards, soutn or
Uroingen, ‘Germsny ana assisted CC"R" in Ireeing tile west side of the Bnine in that
sector of GOrman Armorea res1stance, L e RS

~6n tue 5> Marca 1ys5, wnen the remainaer or the Batvalion was relieved, Company ngn,
reverting to Battalion control and was maqae availaple vo the 2na Tenk Destroyer Group .for
indireot Iire mlssions. Company "BY moved to tne vicinivy or (F23v105) prepared to do
10dlrect I2Xe On BIUeT. - .. e gl e R SRR e T

On tne 6 Maren 1945, tne <na platoon.or Company "BY moved to direct ¥iring positions
8t cooralmitea A252083 to rire at ingtallatlons on the eAsT side Of trne Rhine and to pre-
Vent any enemy river tralric. Daring the mgnt o - 7 March, 1945, two platoons or Company
B! rireq 200 rounds 90mn HE on the tewn of Hichtenoroicn, Germany (F338992).. The third
plateon moved into Qlrect rirafig POsLTLONs atu the WeSY approach ol the Adolf Hitler Bridge.

Due to the limited visibility ror direct rire, Company "B# was relieved of this
misgion on the ) Marcp 194> and returned To the Battalion agsemhly area in the vicinity ot H
Harat, Germany (F208Y54). '

Company "B, under. Battalion control, remeined in Hardt, Germany (F20895%),
accomplishing mgantenance ang breparing ror ruwure opsrations in that area until
121>25A Marcn 194> at woicn time the Battalion moved To Horsst~Schelsen, Germany (Fl50842)
Intensave training ol replacements Was carriea on during tmis period. Meintenance of -
vemicles was stregsea. Company "BY also toox partv in demongtrations of tank-intantry
TD prooiems condncted by CCY"B" o Division order.

0n vhe 2 Marca 1y4>, Company "BY was alerted ror and relievea Company "C! on
lndirect rire masion at locavion F287800, veing attacned to the 92nd FA Battalion
Ior M1SS1ONS 01 vaculical operataons,

On tne 2o Marcn, Gompany WB' was alervea ror movement ot tne Nortn to the
Ninvn Army Briage Area,

Company WB™ uncer Batialron control, moved rram Horset-Scnelsen, Germany (FL50842)
av 2/Us30 Maren LlY4>, norti vowara uhe Wessel Bradgehead on the Divigion East route,
closrng 1n new area av Z8Lo0VA Marcn LY4> on tne wost bank or tne Rhine at coordinates
Aly>28>, prepared to cross vhe Rnine River on order.

On utne 27130A Marcn iyy>, Company "BY, unaer Batvtalion control, moved across the
souvnern briage av Wessel, Germany (A205285) outpostang ana protecting the Division south
rlank., Roaa olocks estavlished 1n tne vicimty ol Hullern, Germany (4625481) to the
Nortn or tne Lippe River.

On uvne 3l Marca 194>, Company"BM placed roda olocks in the vicinity of wWessel,
Germany (AY5840>) to provect tue Division operations along the soutn route, puring tnls
operailion, TWO eneiy OILLcers and IOrty-tnree enlisced men were captured, At 3116004
Marca, Company "B" was relievea ol outpest aQuly and placed on road blocKs Witn wanks
ana wnranvry Irom.CCTRM in vwoe vielnivy or Kurrich, Germany (AO19498) to prowect the
agsembly aread and rouves or CGU"R®. No contact mdde with tne eneay armor during tins periods

Company "CY in support o1 .GC"B" atvackea nortn oY the rignt Ylank or the 2nd Armorea
Division, across tae Nora Canal iu Lae vicinlty o Stackersie (F2lhY2s) on the 1 March
1y4> ana convinued ine atvack towara Kliensiep, Germeny {F215925) destroying two 75mm
AT guns auring tne eperetion. On the 2nd Marco 1945, Company "C! attackea Irom the
town oi Oswerath, Germany wita CC'B", drmvang north towaro the Adoli Hitler Bridge at
Uricingen, Germany (4241073 aestroying one towea 8&mm gun, one (1) cargo truck, and
one (1) KBmorea nali-tvrack, ‘

On 3 Marcn 194>, Company “C", watn CCVB", cut tne roaa irom Krereld to Uriaingen,

&0Q a38SLSTEa 1n Lge mopping Gp Opprations 1a.tne vtown ol Yringen, Germany (A241073),
aestroying one (1) sgma gun, ons (L) passeager car, one (l) motorcycle ang neutrallzeq
RO piil poxes oy aireci rire, Tae relBAindsT of derenses and coasolidation ot posgitions
wag completeq on Tue 4 Marcn 1945.

Company “C!" was released to Battalion control on the 5 March and assempled in the
vacinity or Harav, Germany (F208y54) ror reorganization and maintensnce, An extensive
training program was instituted and personnel &nd vehicles prepared for ruture operations.

On tne 12 Marcn 194>, Company '"C!" movea with the Batta]ign ‘go the new gssembly area
at Horset Schelsen, Germany (Flo0842). Contimuea training; vigorous athletics and main-
tenance o1 venickes. On tune lotn oif March 194>, Company *CH moved to the vicinity ol
Weekhoven, Germany (F2(L849) occupylng indirect yiring positions in the area. Counter
pattery iire, narassing and 1nterd@lctaon Iires on the super higwfay rumning NW from Hildes,
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IBrmany. 011 the 25 larqh 191;.5, Co. "0“ was relieved of the ‘seconddry mission
and returned to Battalion essembly area.

" On the 26 March 1945 Company "CM was alerted for movement, with GC“B" for
the Division march North to the $th Army bridgeheads. ;

~ Company "C", in support of CC"B", Joined the task forces oﬂ the 271630
March 1945, prepared to, move on the East route of Division to the 9th Army
bridgehead. The lst Flatoon remdined under Company control; 2nd platoon in
Task Force nen and 3rd Platoon with Task Force MA".; On the 2802304 March 1945
Company UC", with COUBY moved to the vicinity of Oseenberg, Germany (A674480)
prepared. t.o cross the Bhine River on orders. Company MC! crossed the Rhine
bridges 290330& Marcéh 1945 and assembled, prepa:red to cross the line of depart-
ure by 290600 March and contime the attack East. During the 30 March; Company
MCY ‘agsisted in the drive along the Lippe River crossing the Lippe Cana:L early
on the 31 March 1945. Company UG protected the flanks of the advence. No enemy
armor contacted during this period.

The Reconndissande Coltpaky, 702nd T.DB: Bn, less three platoons remained under
Battallon control throughout the tactical operations. Each line company had one
Beconnal ssance platoon atiached for operations.

. From the 5th to the 1lth of March the Company rem2ined with the pattalion in
Herdt, Germany (F20875L) trairding and accomplishing maintemance, On the 11 March
the company moved with the Battdlion to Horset Schelsen, Germany (F1508ki2).

Praining was intensifiéd and contimed until the Battalion was alerted for movement
on the 26th March 1945. The Recomnaissance platoons prepared to Join the combat
companies on movement.

III. TOTAL ENEMY MATERIAL DESTROYED:
a. By dete and company.

DATE nagtt COMPANY Bt COMPANY Hot COMPANY
28 Feb L5 2 Towed Guns 88 mm
1 March 45 2 Towed Guns 88 mm 1 AT Gun 75mm
1 TPruck, Cargo _
2 March 45 Y Towed Gun 75mm
1 Truck, Cargo
1 Half-Track
3 March L5 3 Trucks, Cargo - 2 Towed Guns 88mm
1 Sedan 1 Sedan
1 /¢ 1 W6
3 Pillboxes
L March L5 1 Ha2if-Treck
1 Sedan
1 Truck, Cargo
1 ¥/c
be Total by typess
6 Guns, Towed 88 mm 6 Trucks, Cargo
1 Gup, Towed 75 mn 3 Sedans
2 AT Guns 75 mm 3 u/C
2 Half-Trecks 3 Pillboxes

IV. ADMINISTRATIVE:
a. T/0 Strengths 35 Officers, 2 W0, 807 B.
Effective Strength; 37 Officers, 1 WO, 609 EM.
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KﬂIed — 00 0&O0 O0&O0 0&0 &0 O&l 0 & L
Sick, gassed a e LN R e
Wounded ' b o :

Evacuated 0&3  0&0 0&2 1&7 0&6 0&9 0& 27

Noh evacuated 00 0&0 0&0 0&0 0&0 0&0 0&0

iag Captured 0&® 0&0 0&0 O0&0 0&0 0&0O0 0&0

L) Uissing 0&gO 0&0 0&0 ©0&0 0&0 0&0 0&0

Co Prisonsra captumd t 5 Offlcers, 78 EM.

d. Evacuations’ Notmal s 1 _

ée Does ﬂDt a-pply. Bl

f. Status of Supplys 150 Operat:n.ona;l. Miles of gas and oil carried by
Rattalion at all times.  One 1/3 units of fired carried.

g. GConditions of roads ‘anpd circulations Movement made by this unit operating
with the Second Armored ‘Division normmally carried out on primary and secondary
Toad nets. Somé cross country movements made.

h. Replacements receiveds 7 Offlcers, 31 EM.
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JOH'N A, HEALL
r Lt Col; Inf.,
Corundanding.



