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" UNIT REPORT
(After Action Report)

Number 11 -

FROM: 312400 March 1945 .
0 1 302400 April 1945 -

Unit; 702na Tank Destroyer Battalion
Date: 31 April 1945
Place; Immendort, Germany (G833978).

MAPS: GSGS 4416, Scale 1/100,000.
I, ENEMY:

1 — 7 Aprils Reconnaissance elements met scattered resistance tiwroughout the zone of
advance.. DELBUCK (5752) was held by a strong force of Infantry dug-in at the approaches
to the town. knemy AT fire was received trom south of tie Lippe River by patrols
advancing to the east, Some of the sviftest resistance encountered during this
period since crossing the Dortmund-ims ganal was from dug-in Infantry with panzer-
fausts, AT guns, some SP guns.and tanks along the Autobahn through the TEUTOBOURGER
WALD, the Infantry and puns detended rrom well organized positions, Enemy tanks,
although agressive," appeared uncoordinateds

Approaches to tovms were usually derended by road blocks placed at critical
positions and supported by well camoutlaged, dug-in Infaniry placed at the outsidirts
of the towns.

Small. scattered groups ol Inrantry made some eriort to derend the briqges across
the Weser with small arms rire on the axis of advance. Attempt was made to destroy
the Schulenperg Bridge with 120 lbs or explosives but was not successtul. Inter-
dicting and nharrassing fire was received against the bridge with ons direct hit.

The eneny encountered during this period were of inferior type, usually being
drafted from the same locality in which he fought. These for the most part were not
the ldie hard" type, but usually surrendered when the "going got tough',

A& large number of allied prisoners of war wWere fpeed in the advance of the
Division. & large mmber of foreign workers were also encountered, The latter proved
to be & serious problem, especislly the Polish. A large number of these foreign workers
refused to work any longer and consequently were cut off from their source of food
supply and began looting and stealing, It was found necessary to arrest several
of these and tum them in through FW channels.

During this entire period, enemy planés were up on straffing, Reconnalssance
and bombing missions. :

8 - 20 Aprili Large groups of enemy, isolated ang bypassed during the last
few days, surrendered with no registance other than some suall arms fire. Several
towns in the zone of -advance of the Division, gurrendered usually without a shot
being fired. On several occasions, as was tile case in the town of Hildeshein, the
town was surrendered by & Medical Captain wno stated that there were no troops in
the town. The tovn of Harsum (525025) raised a white flage during an artillexy
concentration placed on it.

On 11 April, the power of the Division was contested on the Southern part of
the sector by light enemy resistance - defended road blocks, small amms and panzer—
fausts. In the Worthern half of the zone, resistence was also light until the built~
up area around the Hermann Goering Works was approached. Elements of tie Division
received heavy fire from dual purpose g8nn guns which appeared in sizeable nwabers.
Considerable artillery fire was also received in this vicinity. o

on 12 April, the Division forced & crosging of the Elbe River, The DlVJZSlon
ceceived heavy fire from dual purpose guns, flak guns, 88 nu apd lz_&mm guns frou
daylight until darkness, from locations penerally Nortieast offMagdeburg (D6T799)
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The bridge g.ite (D705923) was largsly the area shelled, though roads in the vicinity
of the west bank of the river received intemittant interdiction fire. A gun of
heavy caliber was also reported active in shelling the crossing. '

The Division encountered a heavy volumn of direct ligh velocity fire and artillery
fire on the bridge site, which slowed down the bridging of the Elbe River. On the
outskirts of Magdeburg, sniper fire was encountered,

After the Division had captured Elbenau Hast of the Klbe, the enemy launched

© & Vigorous and well coordinated attack to recapture the town. This attack started
at dawn, congisting of two battalions of Infantry supported by seven (7) tanks and
SP guns. This strong attack, in addition to a direct hit severing the cable of the
bridge, forced our troops to withdraw to the West banl of the Hlbe River. 4n aggressive
enemy patrol consisting of a US half-track, marked F-5, 41lst Armored Infantry, and
a tank attempted to break through an outpost of the 82nd Armored Ren Battalion shortly
after midnight of 14 April., The halftreck was knocked cut by defensive wines in
front of the outpost., The tank by-passed the destroyed halftrack and advanced vithin
50 yards of an agsult gun which it attackhed with ME, The tank after firing a few
rounds was forced bacl into Magdeburg. Other. outposts of the Ren Battalion received
considerable machine gun fire from the Southern outskirts of the towun,

Patrols wers active throupghout this period. Two enemy patrols were encountered
trying o penetrate our lines on the night of 15 April, At dawn, 16 April, the eneny
' wade another determined counterattack on elements of CCURM eleuments at Gehrden

' (9087). This was followed by an equally vigorous assault.on Qutergluck (9284) oy .
a Battalion of Infantry supported by at least 12 assault guns, five Mk V tanks and
geveral Mk VI tanks, The situation was restored by 1230B with Gutergluck cleared,
and our forces redispereed. in Gehrden,

" The enesly resisted the edvance of CCUWAY into Magdeburg with a deternined defense
of a road bloci at von Richthofen Platz where masdmum use was made of exirenely
linited maneuvering space for our tanks, Activity was cenalised by the built up
areas and debris resulting from the air bombardment dwing the morning of 17 April

| 1945, The road block was defended vigorously by air force personnel and Volkssturm

who fough from dug~in positions. On the East bank of the Elbe River, elements of
the Division received snall arms and mortar fire during the day.
21 April. Enemy Force, approximately 4 Mk IV tanks, 1 self-rropelled 75mm,

350 Infantry located and desbroyed by CCUB® in the vicinity of (Y0509).

22 - 30 April. No contact. .-

II. OUR CPLRATIQNS FOR THE PERIOD: THe Battalion (less Companies & and §), under
Division control, moved from the vicinity of KURRICK, GERMANY (AO19438) to the
vicinity of ST, VIT, GERMANY (B372568) placing road blocks to protect assembly
areas and supply routes upon closing on the 1 April 1945.

on 2 April 1945 the Battalion (=) moved to KANNITZ, GERMANY (B588643) clearirg
woods in the vicinity of enemy troops and blocking to the South and East for
posgible enemy attack., From the 3 April 1945 to the 5 April 1945 the Battalion )
moved from AUGUSTDORF, GRERMANY (B688676) to LEMGCO, GERMANY (B795817) and then to
BERUCH, GERMANY (BOO382L) under Division control, employing Company. 3" and the
Reconnaissance Company (- ‘two platoons) to safeguard Division rear areas znd Soutn
flank., During occupancy of areca at Badpyrmont, Germang (B033775) the }?atta;jrorl _
(-) was given mission of sweeping the wooded area in the vieinity ancg investigaiting
report of ememy tank and road block to the South. Three Ofilcers and 92 if were
taken prisoner and road blocks reduced. No enepy &armor was encouniered.

The Bettalion (less Companies A And C) moved across the Weser River ou the
7 April 1945 and closed in the vicinity of ALFERDE, GERMANY (B352982) with tlza
mission of protecting that tovm and to be prepared to block to the I‘-Zorl\th or Fast
on Divisional order. Reconnaissance was made of the Division sector in preparation

for either mission.
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On the & April 1945 Company "A' reverted to Battalion control and Company
“BM" was placed in support of CoMAY,. From the 8 April 1945 to the 9 April 1945
the Bazttal_iog (minus Comlgfa.nies £ and C) remained in ALFERDE, GERANY (B352982)
_stress:mg maintenance and reorganization, prepared to support eibler Combst Couw:dng
in the drive Bast Toward tlie Elbe River.

The Battalion (~) under Division control moved to BINDER, GERMANY (B685913)
on the 10 April 1945, 'Road blocks were placed tuv the North to protect CCMR!
assembly areas and Division Headquartiers, A

On the 11 April 1945 Company 'BU of tlie L7th Bngin:ers and one platoon (Flame -
Throwers) of the 739th Tank Battalion were attached to the Battalion (=) moving
vwith the Battalion as Division Reserve to HORNBURG, GERMANY (C964855) closing in
areca 1116308 4pril 1945. The Battalion (=) was alerted to support either cambat
comand on orders., One section oif Tanl Destroyers and oite sguad ot 17th h}ngineef
prepared to occupy positions at coordinates (0975869) on Division order.

On the 12 Aprdl 1945 the Battalion (-) plus Company UB", 17th Engineers and
one platoon (F.T.) 739th Tank Battalion moved from HORNBURG, GSRMANY (C975869)
to Ki, WANZIEBEN, CGERIANY (C489920). A roving patrol comsisting of one piatoon of
Company "pM, 17th @ngineers remained in OSCHERSLEBEER, GERMANY (CAOC870). Road
blocks were placed to the North and East to protect the Division area from armored
threat from MAGDEBURG, GERMANY (D665000). Company "AM was alerted at 1840 and moved
to indirect riring positions at (CAT75915) prepared bto .fire missions as ordered
by Division Artillery., The lst platoon of Company "AY was in support of CCHR". On
the 13 April 1945 the Battalion (minus Companies B and C) and one platoon of Gompany
UAM moved to the vieinity of BENWECKEBNEECK, GERMANY (C635945). On the 14 April the
Battalion (=) plus one platoon (FT) 739th Tank Battaelion and Company "BR, 17th
Engineers moved to the vicinity of (0605905) closing in area 1417305 April 1945.
Company "AW (Minus one Platoon) releived of indirect fire mission reverted to
Battalion control and moved to the Babtalion assenbly area, BRattélion caplured
1677 Prisoners during this period.

The pattalion (-) remained i the assembly area at coordinates (C605905) untll
the 18th April 1945 placiny road blocks and patrols to the Bast to protect the
Division area and to repel any ermored thrusts from kagdeburg, Gemmany. The
Battalion (=) remained on alert to move to any part of the Civision area on orcer,

On the 18 April 1945 the Battalion (less Companies B and C and one platoon of
Company M"AD)! plus one platoon of flame throwers and Conpany B 17th ingineers,
moved to LANGENWEDDINGEN, GERMANY (C604899). Preparations made for extensive
maintenance on vehicles, weapons and radios. The Battelion (-) moved to SALZGITTER,
CERCANY (G8L0865 on the 2Q154L5 April 1945 in the Division dssembly area. Outposts,
road blocks and interior policing force established in the town to prevent nostile
attack and to provide military government. Maintenance, rehabilitation and reorgzan—
ization to be stressed. The pattalion (-) prepared to move to any part or tne
Division area on order. Twenty one EM talken prisondrs during this period.

On the 27 April 1945, the 702nd Tank Destroyer Battalion (- Caupanies A,

L and G ) moved to IMUINDORF, GERMANY (CB32978) to take charge of seventeen dis-
placed persons and Prisoner of War camps in the vieinity, to collect and ‘oJJtlet

all Western displaces persons and ship them to entraining points as directed by

the Second Armored Division. fHrow tne period 27 April 1945 to the 30April 1945

the Battalion (=) cleaned the camps in preparation Yor incoming persons; moved
approximately 4000 Russian and Polish displaced persons to the South in tne vicimity
of SALZGITTER, GERMANY (C810865); received approxinately 5000.displaced persons and
Prisoners ol War and transported 2900 to the bailheads at OEBISrELDE, KALTHUORE,
GERMANY (83093Ls) and HILDESHEIM, urrMANY (C520770). _ _

Company M"A%, in support or CUMAN with the three platoons in support of the \
respective task.rorces of the b6th.Armored Fegiment attaclked East along the Nortngrn
axis of the Division advance toward the ¥lbe Kiver, Company "a' on the 30th ¥arch
194> was credited with the destruction ol one loomnotiye and rive box cars, 0On the
3] March 194> Company MAM aestroyed, by direct rire, six cargo trucks.
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. On the 3 April 1945 Compdny YA moved to the vicinity of coordinates (B&O5700)
with the mission of protecting CC'"A" assenbly area. The lst Platoon was placed on
and blocks atA§356l7l+2); 2nd Platosn at (B607698; the 3rd Platoon at (36906641).
Company "A', with COWAY, moved to LEMCO, GERMANY (B795817) closing in area 0420158
April 19454 .- -

_ 0{1 the 5 Apm_'L 1945 Cowpany M"AM supported the drive of CCMAM across the ‘eser
Rlv§r' in the vicinity of OMR, GHIMAKY, assisting in the enlarging and protection
against eneumy counterattacks on the bridgehead. Company "A" after crossing placed
blocks along the Innerste River to guard the flanks of the advance on the 7 April
1945, During the two days operations Company destroyed one locamotive, two half-
tracks and two light Reconnaissance vehicles by direct fire, Three officers and saventy
eight enlisted men were captured,

Coipany MAN was relieved_of atbachnent ot CCUAY and reverted to Battalion contiol
placing road blocits protecting the approaches to ALFERDE, GBREANY (B352982) and pre-
pared to send puns to the North or ¥Bast on Division order on preparec gians to pro-
tect the area from armored attack,

§ On 10 April 1945 Company "A! under pattalion control, moved from ALFERDS, (RRMANY
(B352982) to BINDER, (ERMANY (B685913) prepared to assist or reinforce either conbvat
corwidnd in the event of counterattacis, Particular stiress was laid on the Worth flani.

Company AW moved wi.th the Batzalion to [ORNBURG, GEHMANY (C964855) on the 11
April 1945 placing road blocks throughout the arca to protect the Division assembly
area. The 2nd Platoon of Company “WA" was placed in support of CC'R!Y to meve across
the &3rd Infantry Division bridge on.order. .o

On the 12 April 1945 Company YAM ainus cne platoon woved to indirect firing
positions at coordinates (C675915) prepared to Iire missions as ordered py Division
Artillery, The 2nd Flatoon remained witih CCURM bo fnard the bridgehead from eneny
artored attack, One eneny officer and 49 enlisted nen were captured. Cempany A
fired two-hundred and fifty rounds of harassing fire on targets ordered by Divisien
Artillery on the 13 Apri: 1945, ™wo hundred ana rifty six rounds were expended onl the
1, April 1945, after which time Company U4 (=) was alerted for tani attack in the
direction of ¥l. OTTERSLEBHL,, GoRAANY and placed zuns around that town. No enemy arnor
was contacted but blocks were continued in the vicinity to protect the Division
Headquarters and Division installations in that area.

Company “AM with the Battalion §-) moved to the viciuity of LAWGRMEDDINGHH,
GEHMANY (C604899) prepared for reorgahization and extensive maintenance,

On the 20 April 1545, Company "A' under fatvalion control moved to SALZGITTAR,
CRIZIANY (C8l08¢5) in the Division assembly area. Road blocks were placed on bridges
in the vicinity and interior posts for the defence of the town and an internal police
force was established. ) .

Pran the 20 April 1945 to the 28 April 1945 Company "A" rerained in SALZGITTSI,
(BX4ANY (C8L0865) with the missio: of protecting the tovm and policings On the
28 April 1945 Company “Al was relieved of mission of guarding the installation and
of road blocks by Company "B aud released for maintenance and rehabllitation.

Company ¥3% under Battalion control, moved to the vicinity of ST VIT, GBIl
(B372568), on.tae 1 Aprdil 1945, placing road blocks tiwoughout the area to protget
the Division routes and rear installation. On the 2 April 1945, fompany "B" moved
witih the Dattalion minus Companies UAM and "GN to KANWITZ, CERMANY (B588643) placing
road blocks at coordinates protecting the assembly area., During the 3 April 1945
Company "Bt was placed in indirect Iiring positions at coordimtes (B678686) to fire
harassing fire on LEGENLIEGO and VETMOLD, GERKANY, assisted by the 65th FA Dattelion,

On the 4 April 1945 Company '"BY was relieved froi the indirect mission ant loved
with Dattaiion (-) to LIMGO, GERMANY (B795817) occupying road blocks on oraer fron
Division at coordinates (B795831) and (B805829) brotecting the asseably area froi
the Horthwest, West and Southwest,

From the » April 1945 to the 7 April 1945 Company "BY, under Battalion control,
moved with the Battalion (=) as Division Reserve following the right route ol conp
prepared to assist either Combat Comiand on order, protecting rear installata.u_)r{:?__ .
_and routes as ordered by Division at BRUCH, GERMANY (BOO382k); BADPYRMONT, GumtANY
' (B033775) and ALFERDE, GERMANY (B352982) closing in this area 0718303 Aprdl 1945. (-
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During this period three orficers and seventy-nine Prisoners of {Br were taken and
four enemy. idlled on mopping up operations in the Division rear,

Company YB" vas relieved from Battalion control on the & April 1985 and placed
in support of .CC"A! in replacement of Company "AR, and moved to the viginity of
SCHULENBURG, GERMANY (B395CLl7) prepared to assist in the atback East across the
It ERSTE RIVER, The lst Platoon was placed in support of Task Force "iM.

Company B! (~) under GCYMA' cintrol or (CMA' assisted i the attack Horth toward
ALGERMISSEL AND VATZUN, GuALANY, The attack was halted and units retumed to
SCHULENAURG, GEEIANY (395017) by Division order to prepare for the attack Northeast
of HILIESHIN, GERMANY (C520975). During the day Company “BY stot down one ME~109
airplane at JEINSEN, GRMANY (B4O8OLS) and captured 20 enemy.enlisted men,

From the 9 April 1945 to the 13 April 1945 Compeny "BY, in support of the three
task rorces ot CGMA" assisted in the arive toward the ELBE.:IVER, protedting assembly
areas, and placing direct rire on AA and AT guns when encountered, moving hast to the
£lbe River. On the 13 April 1945 Campany "B! (minus three platoons) moved with ¢Gra®
as CC"A" Reserve to IRXLEBEN, (ERMANY (C565024) to protect Tt town and secure the .
area, .remaining in that area until %the 15 April 1945. Reconnaissance of routes to tle
83rd Infantry Division bridgehead was made by the 2nd Platoon, Reconnaissance Company,
attached to Company "B, on order from CC"&', During these operations from HIT D SHETN,
GERMANY (C520975) to IRXLEBEN, GERMANY (C56502%:) Company "B" destroyed, by direct firs,
four railroad gans (75mm); one half-track; one 1/4 ton vehicle and captured ten enemy
enlisted men.

On the 16 April 1945 Company B! less three platoons, which rem2ined on road
blocks under the respective task force commanders along the ELBER RIVER, moved Lo
SCALERBENITZ, GERLANY (C670930) securing the area and policing the town, remaining
in this area until the 17 April 1945 preparing for the attack on MAGDRBURG, GERMANY.
On the 18 April 1945 Cowpany "B" (less two platoons) in CCHAM reserve moved to GR,
OTTERSLEEEN, GERMANY (6625953) .. All platoons occupied AT positions protecting the
flanks of the attacking force and assisted by direct fire against road blocks in bhe
city. On the 20 April 1945, after MAGDEBURG, GBRMANY was cleared of the enemy, Company
N30 with CC"AM moved to WOLFENBUTTEL, GERMAWY (C900115) to Trepel attack or to meet
the enemy armored thrust advancing from the Bast. Company W3" less two platoons, out-
posted the Lown of WOLFENBUTTEL, CGERMANY. Company "BY (minus two platoons) reuained
in this location until the 25 April 1945 accamplishing maintenance anc stressing
athletics and reorganization.

On the 26 April 1945 Company "3, less two platoons, under CCHA" control woved
to SALZGITTSER, GERMANY (CBL0865) to replace the 70Rnd Tank Destroyer-Battalion (-) in
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* policing and guard of the city, remaining in that location with this mission through

the period.

Company "I, in support of CC'B!' moved with Combat Cownand FBast on the attack
toward the Klbe River, noviag on the.right fland of the dividion from the 1 April
1945 aleng the Lippe .Canal, to the 6 April 1945. The three gun platoons were placed
in support of the three columns and during the attack destroyed by direct fire
three Mk V tanks; one Mk IV tank in the vicinity of DEMMOLD, GERMANY (B789673)
and captured thitty-five prisoners. N

On the 7 April 1945 Compeny YC" moved to BANTEIM, GERIANY (B387874) with
the 2nd and 3rd platoons on road blocks at coordinaetes (B515946) and (B549931),
remaining in that locatlon through tie' 9 April 1945 stressing maintenance and
reorpanization to continue the attack Bast. Plans and reconnaissance were umaue ol
defence of the Combat Cowamand area in svent of amored enemy attack,

Cowpany "3!, in support of CC"B", moved to coordinates (B798638), with CGUBY
on the continued attack Aast toward the Elbe River, ou the 10 April 1945. Tids 2itack
contin ued through the 12 April 1545 moving into the vieinity of BADSALZETMLdh, GERAlY
{€730855). The lst Platoon was placed at coordinates (073986(?); 2nd Platoon at
(c887878) and the 3rd platoon at (C640953). Company "3" remained in tids location
through the 13 April 1945, During thils operation Company G destpoyed four lQOnunA )
dual purpose puns; denolished two road blocks; and destroyed.wwo Lizght armored velicies
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and onse caruro truck. On uhe 15 April 1%5 Company "C" lsss oy platoons, moved

to BAD SALZELMEN, GERMANY (C735857) with the 2nd and 3rd piatoons ocoupying AT positiona
at coordinates. (0735861) and (€760879), remaining ir these locations until the 19 gpril
1945, During thn.s period Company tGY captured eight enemy officers and two hundred

and thirty (230) enlisted men, On.the 19 April 1945 Gompany "CY, in support of CCHBY

moved to WESTERHUSEN, GERMANY (C700923) with the gun platoons in position aleng the .

Elbe River. .0Qn the 20 April 1945 Company %GV moved to the town of SCHONINGEN, GERMANY
(6215985) to plece roadblocks around the town and police the area, Seven road blocks

were established to enforce the Division regulations, and a patrol maintained to police
surrounding towns and a&reas. Guards were placed on captured ingtgilations and supply
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. dumpss On the 22 April 1945 an enemy hostile armored attack threatened CGUBY area

from the North. Two platoons of Company UC® assisted in the surrounding and.moppin
up of -this hostile force, Upon cesslon of the alert Caupany 'C! resuued operations
in the SCHENINGEN area, Naintenance, athiletics and rehabilitetion were stressad.
Six thousand mile checks being accomplished as ordered by Division.

ITI. Total Enemy Material Destroyed:

a. DBy date ang Company.

Date VA" Gompany N3B! Company g Company
1 April 1945 1 I:,oéomotive o - . 2];11{ v ‘I‘a.nks
W/5 boxcars
6 Trucks, cargo,
L April 1945 \ 1 ¥k V Tank
. 1 Mk IV Tank

6 April 1945 1 Locamotive
2 Halt-tracks
2 Light Reconnaissance

Vehicles.,
9 April 1945 1 ME~109
10 April 1945 ), Railroad Arty Pisces
' 2 Railrosd AA guns(8&um)
.2 AJT. Guns (75mm)

1 palf-track

1 1/4 ton truck
11 April 1915 . -~ . 4=120mm Pual Purpose

tuns .
2 Light Amtd Vehlcles
1 Truck, cargo

2 Road Blocks.
b, Total by types:

3 - Mark V Tanks 2 Locomotives

1 - Mark IV Tank 5 Boxcars

4 - Railroad. Arty Piseces 7 Trucks, Cargo
/ 2 - Railroad AT guns (8&m) 3 Half-Tracks

2 - ‘AT Guns (75mm) Iy Tight Reconnaissance vehicles

~ 120mm, -Dual Purpose Gans 1 1/k4 ton Truck
l - Flane, ME-109 . 2 Road Blocks.
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IV. Adoinistratives '
a. T/0 Strengths 35 Officers, 2 WD, and 607 M
Effective Strength: L1 Officers, 1 WO, 625 HEM.
b. Casualties;

) Hg. Medics Ren. A (pn g Totel
(1) Killed &0 0&0 0&0 0&0 0&0 00O 040
(R) slck gassed

2 Wounded :

evacuateds 0 &0 00 0&2 123 0&b5 0 &6 1&ld
(3) Captured 0&0 0&0 0&0 0 &0 0&0  0&0 040
()) Missiag 0&0 0&0 0&O0 0&o0 0 &0 0&o0 &0

¢, Prisoners captured: 15 0fficers and 785 hnlisted Lien.

de BEvacuation: Hormal.

e, Does not apply. .

f. Status of Supply: 150 operaticnal Miles oi gas and oil carried by Battalion
at all times. One and one-third (1-1/3) units of fire carried.

g+ Conditions of roads and circulation: Movement made by tihis unit operating
with the Second Ammored Divigion nopnally carried out on primary and sccondary road
nets, Sore cross country movements made.

h., Replacements receiveds 1 Officer and 41 Bnlisted Men,

Major, FA
Commandings




