DECUASSIFIED

’V‘:’MIYNZZS() 7 ‘_...
.} g e
A ; D B T T PR L ll R 6*"0* {
Sy sommelge R e rn Repors) Pl
FICATION CHANGED =2y |

CANCEL s’ 502000

. " &}‘z'OF‘ wﬂbir‘-.ﬂ"fM (& mber3.9414,
BYA"E:%?‘ 4 Tﬁ\,_ oAU :

wmﬁﬁ,,f'@?—’ﬂéé Umts?Oan Tank Destroyer Bn

WADB‘G " Daté : 31 December 194

a8 Ao e ' Place: Gramptinne, Belgium
Maps) Sheets 5003, 5102,'1/25,000; Srest 13, 1/100,000; Sneet 91; 1/50,000;
sheet 79, 1/50,000.

Iy ENEMY: 1 - 1O Dec 44, During this periocd the enemy's rront line remained just
west of the ROER RIVER, on the narrow strip that they still held and defended stuo-
bornly while trying to withdraw te the Bast bank, Artillery along our front was in-
creasingly active and groups of FW 190, up to eignt in number, bombed and strated the
area intermtienly tanrougnout this periocd. On tne 3rd of December tne 363 Bngineer
Battalion was identaried near KOSLAR, GERMANY., On December 5th the iaentification of
the 00th Engineer Bn on our front indicated tnat the 186th Division like the 246tn
mignt be returning to tne line. _

Fairly heavy trafiic was observed during the nignt hours in the enemies rear
areas. PW's reporteq that av least part of the 6th Pz Army had been moved to tne
South, out of the reserves that tne enemy had held against our bridgehead of tne ROER, /i

10-20 Dec L4, Witn tre elimination or two enemy pockets, HASENFIELD GUT and the
SPORTPLATZE, CERMANY tne enemy's front wes now the East bank of the ROER 2IVER from 6}
LINNICH, ERMANY to the INDE RIVER, South ot JULICH, GERMANY. ,
The enemy used what time he haa building and amprovany defenses East of the ROER. e
Barbed wire was emplaced in conjunction with trenches in the most stracetic points znd
as far as could be determined, weapons (AT guns, tanks) were duz in so as to be more /.7
efTectave against our attack mast o1 the Roer when iv was launched., o
Artiliery was limited to harassing fire on front line troops and small concen-
trations on our centers of communications. Due to our limited patrols across the ROER P
not many prisoners were taken and little could be determined about the enemy's moral J
but indications pointea to a strong detense or the ROER District by soldiers wno eltner o
nad to nold against our advance or have one of their greatest imdustrial censers invaded.
#nen we were removea from tne front line ang movea back there was no reaction from (//V
the enemy and no further movement was reported concerning the elements of the 6 Pz
" Army still neld in reserve Bast of the RCER. >

20-31 Dec 44. Due to tne enemys penetration and break tnrough on the First Army front

and our units subsequent move to tne sowtn to an area in tne vicinity or CINEY, BELGIUM,
tne enemy now consistea ©r an entirely dirrerenv force. lthereas we had been facing S #&;,‘1
a detensive enemy, we now faced one that had achieved a major penetration and break Lok
trrougn or our lines on a large scals.

Tne enemy troops haa been told that finally the tame had come to break tne Allieq
tireat to Germany ana at the beginming the troops evidently believed it. Some ot the
best ot Nazi troops were used as well as several divisions which were not nearly so
good as units usually assigned to such a role. ‘ m 1@\‘1%@

The Pz Divisions having made the initial breakthrough, kept moving i in an
attempt to capture as much rear areaz installations as possible betrore they were _stopped
or tneir supply line failed. In conjunction with tne major attack the enemy employed
many trick§, Tne most trreatning one was tneir infiltration ot troops equipped to ‘gais
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as Americans 1nto our rear areas. Gaptured material was used including our venicles,

clotning, weapons, and even i1dentitications. These special troops nad the assignaent
oI capturing small rorces, blocking roads, and generally creating aisorder in our
midst, Vericles, Allied and German, were marked with Allied maridings ana various
DMvisional numbers,

One or tne major objectives or vhe enemy was MARCHE, SELGIUM and vhe migh grouna
ana roaanet or that area, Tne 2nd Pz Division and elaments of the 11é6tn Pz Division
croke through south of MARCHE and moving rurther west attempted to move Nortn to en-
circle MARCHE.

Startang abouv Decemper 25un tne supply lines of the enemy in this area began to
show signs of breaking. Gas was the most critical item and as ithe enemy met our armor
at this time, their up to then, perfect advance begin to break and thne enemy at once
began to show signs of contusion, abandoming vehicles that had no fuel or had minor
mechanical ditraculties,

In the ensuing conflict the greater part of the 2nd Pz Division was either des-
troyed or captured. Tanks knocked out were for the greater part ik VL and Lk Vs
Small groups of the enemy witn as little as one tank or one AT pun were given orcers
to hold & named point in conjunction with otner troops in the area, Tne men were
usually surprised to find that they nad been lett alone and tnat no other troops were
in their area,

Prisoners taken at this time seemed to believe tnat their greav gamble mignt nave
railea, in part at least, They haa been told oy Toeir propaganda scheme that various
other tronts had been pierced in other attacks launched simultaneously with the atrack
in which they had participated.

The enemy having been stopped turned his main efrorts into reorganization of units
and the .roblem or how short supplies. A continuation of tne massing of troops bDaCXK
of the forward elements indicates that the enemy may still endeaver to continue the
attack to zain important positions and to regain the much needed moral of their troops.
The greater part of the 6th Pz Army nas now heen commatted and now it no longer repre-
sents the formidable reserve that it formerly cid.

II. OUR OPIIATIONS; The Battalion C.P. remained in tne vicinity of ALSPORF, GRRFANY
(K8885L9) from the lst of Decemper to tne 22nd of Decemver, establisting forward CPults
ana radio relay stations during periods of activity by tre Line comoanies. On the 22nd
of Decemper 19L) the Battaiion less Companies A", 'B', and "C" moved to the vicinity
of ATRIK, BELGIUN (¥324049) under Divisicon control. Staff Officers were attacned to
eacn line comnany curing tne Division counterattack agzainst the Jerman drive 1n vicinity
of CINEY, 2:LGIUL (x125918). Tne Batvalion C.F. moved to O ONT, 28LGIULE (2ZL7948)
on the 25th of December, Hlements of Reconnaissance Compzany remaiming under Battzlion
control placed outposts ana patrolled tioroughout tne sector as an enemny paratroop
defense. On the 28tn of December the forward C.P, was moved to COLINVAIR,, BELGIUX
(¥106394) and on tne 29tn of December to CRAIPTINNG, BILCIUL (K133012) remaimng in
tnat location for tne remainger ol the period, ) !

Gompany i under Batualion control, remained in BARS ETLER, GEZRIANY (ﬂ900582?
trom thne 1st to the 21st of December. One slatoon was placed on indirect Iiring in.ssion
nesr FREIALDENHOVEN, Gl ANY (K964539), tiring taraseing and interdictory fires on
JULICH, GCANY (K034590) and the wain road leading Zast, qgg;quﬂyygﬁggngoiﬁ@*sah‘

of December by Compary "Bl 0D Dir,, 52009, Sept, 27, 1958
Company "A'" was placed under control ot CGYA! and a&%@ﬁ&i&g&gﬁg%é&n 33%“9219n§f7 /

training of replacements, preparing for future operations- T ston HTIiI 2Ist

of December 194k, During this perioa Company upt firea direct rire on varget {ange

ang took part in Tank~Intantry-TD denonstration of the 2ad Armored D}VlSlon. Laceical

employment of the Tank Destroyer nlatoon was stressed throushout period. N A
" 0On the 22na ot Decemper 194k, GCompany ni made 2 mpht mercn to tne vicimity of

ATRIN, BILGIUK (K32AOA9). Tne lst Platoon was attacred to tne lst Batcallon? 2nd

Platoon to The 2nd Batvalion and The 3rd Flatoon to the 3rd Battalion, b@tn frmgf@d

Regimenv. Company M"A! (1less tnrgﬁuplgpgons) remained under CCMa! control. oad blocks
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were placed at important installations and on main supply routes on the nignt of Tie
22na ot December 1944 ; Crrmonip ol LT

Company "A¥, under attacaments, meved to vicinity of CINEY, BELGIUM (K125918) to
outpost the town and to prepare ror an atvack soutn toward BUSSONVILLE, BELGIUM (P1L90830)
on tne 24th ot December, During the attack in whnich Company PA" had elementus in both
Task Forces tne Tank destroyers were credited with one Mk III; one Mk V; two 1>0mm guns;
two B¥mm guns; one SP 75mm gun; eight cargo trucks; one armored car; and a personnel
nalt track. Approximately tmirty-two Germans were killed and two prisoners were taken,
The enemy was tnrougnly disorgarized during the attack and witndrew.

Company "A" placea road blocks in BUSSONVILLE ana ifest of FORZEE, BELGIUM (PLl/0&35)
on the 25th or December., A Mx IV placed rire on. BUSSONVILLE from woods nearpy and vias
aestroyea by the itst Plavoon or Company 'A%, The 3rd Platcon was placea in dug in
positions to overwatcn tne town of HUMAIN, RELGIUM (P23181)) during tne attack oy CC'R",
Late on tvne 2/tn oy December, Company "A" under attachments ©o tne taree vask forces
assisted 10 TNS ATTACK Towara Tne migh ground horth of ROCHMKFORT, BELGIUM (P205765)
overwatcring and guarding uhe flanks or the tanks. The objective was reached aiter dark
on that gate and guns were placéa TO I1r'é 1nTO LOWN ano Lo prevent an enemy COUNLEerattacie
One enemy nali track ana Two Mk V's were destroyed ana rourteen prisoners taxen.

On tne 29tn of December 1Yy, Company "A' was witndrawn wath CUYA' umis to asseirbly
areas in NONT-CAUTHLER ( KL34520); ABSmy-ST MARTIN (Klas3gsl) ana FRANLSUX (KL/oBuo) ana
on tne 30tn ot December moved to the Division assemply are ¥R ot CINEY, BELGIUM (125918)
to prepare tor future operations.

Company "BY was detailed on outpest duty along Division front line sector Yrom bthe
1st to the 10th ot December holaang two platocons in rezdiness in area BARIN - MaRZoi-
HAUSEN ana one PFlatoon in reserve in FRIBALOTHROVEN, CERIANY (X957600), Company "3"
relieved Company "a' on incirect fire mission on the 5th of December 1944, rotatini the
trree piatoons on that miesion until rellevea by Company 9C1 on tne 10tn or Deceuber,
farine undser control of Mvision Artillery. Some maintenance snd training of zunners
and dci.vers was accomplisned during this period. :

Campany "BY under Sattalion Control assempled in ALSDORF, CRRIANY (XB885L9) on the
10th of December tor maintenance, firing, and reorganizatzon for coming operat:ons.
Drivang, tracking, and pnysical tralmng was gtressed. Tactrzcal training was accomp~
lisned by platoon proolems,

On the lytn of December 1944, Company B! relievea Comp:ny 1C" along Division rront
line sector placing one plateon in inairect firing pogitions at (Ky54bg7), remaining in
this location until relieved on tne 20th ana 2lst of December and placed under control
of CC"R" for operations to the Soutn by tne 2nd Armored Division.

Company "B moved with CC'RM to the vicimly of ATRIN, BELGIUK (K3240L49) and placed
road blocks to derend tne Division area on the 22nd of December, remaining in these
positions on alert through the 24tn of Decemper. Company "BY unaer control of CGMA!
moved to HOGNE, BELGIUM (K252862) on alert to assist either Combat Command in event of
enemy counverattack. On road blocks company BN destroyed two Mk V's; one eneny tani,
type unknown, and one haly-track. Approximately trarty Germans were killed,

On the 2/th orf December 1944, clements ot Company MBY supported CC'R" in tne atvtack
on HURMATI, BELGIUM (X232813) by protecting the flanks and securing the nigh grouna
soutn of HURMAIN, On the 28uh of December Company 3" took part in the attvack on
ROGHEFORT, BELGIUK (P205765). During tiis action Company "B kllea trarty-eight enemy.
Two M-36's were lost dwring tids action,

Company "BY movea to FLOSTON, BRELGIUM (X186020) uncer control of CC”R” on the 29th
of December, for maintenance and reorganization, remaining in that assembly area througn

the 3lst or December 1944,




OECLASSIEIED
‘i{\ullmlry 1250 '
oy |

i L oo, |

N ———— e AT T r‘
e L L e TR e AR | S R

Company "§" remainea on BARMEN - MERZENHAUSEN, GERMANY line in the Division
sector umtil tne 2nd ot December 1944 when relieved by Company "B, Company "CM
destroyea two ‘/5mm AT guns; ana captured 11 prisoners. Company "C" reverted to
Bayralion control amd was assembled in ALSDCRF, GERVANY for maintenance and training.
No contact was made witn the enemy during this period. Training for gunners by practice
Tirang ana small tactical problems were stressed.

On the 11tn or December 1944 Company "C" relievea Company "B along the ROZER IVER
secror, alsoc assumng the inairect fire mission with their reserve platoon near FRILD-
DENHOVEN, (ERMANY. Approximately 180 rounas tirea each nignt on Division Artillery
orgers, Firing platoon rotvated during tne period. Driving anu gunner's instructlons
continuey,

Company "C" was relisved on the 19tn or December by Company "B and assemoled under
Battalion control in ALSDCRF, GERMAIY to prepare for future operations.

On tne 22na of December Company "C!, under control or CCVBM moved to the vicimity
or ATRINK, BELOIUE (K324049) to assist in the Divisional operations agzezinst the German
thrust towara CIMEY, BILGIUM., Company "C' was praced on road tlocks to protect COME!
area and remained in that location throuzh the 23rd of December, moving under CC!BY
control to tne vicimity or CINEY, BFLGIUM (F125918) on the 24tn or Decempver 19144,

Company "O!" assisted in the drive or CCYB" on the 25tn of December on CELLIS, and
CUSTIIE, BELGIWM by protecting the flanks and securing the objectives afalnst counter-
atracks. OUne Yk V was destroysd znd 12 enenmy lalled. OCn the 2otn or December Company
"C" was usea in mopping-up operations in tne CC"BY sector ana placea road blocis on all
main avenues and the high ground. Company “C" destroyed three armored personnel cariiers
and one tik IV rrom the Zoth to the 2stn of December 1944.

On the 29tn or Decemoer Company '"C! was relieved of outpost dauty and asseabled for
reorganization at (KL40990) in the vicinity or JEHALTIN, BELGIUN remaimng in this
locatron for remainaer oI period.

Reconnaissance Company remained uncer Battalion control throughout the perioa
accomplisaing maantenance and training., Necessity for drawing replacements for the
TD Companies left the company very short i1n personnel. Reconnalssance operations
were confined Lo assistance to the line companies in location of OP's and gun positions.
On the 23rd ot December 1YLl one platoon was attached to each of the three line com
panieés to assist as security. Hemainder of Reconnalssance Company was used as internal
gsecurity and placed at disposal of vision for paratroop patrols tnroughout sector.

IIT. TOTAL HMEWY MATLRATAL DESTROYED:

a. By Date ana Company

Date G Co B Go, "Gt GCo
1 Ded 2 “/5mm AT Gun

11 ZEnemy Captured
2 Dec

Jk IIX

Mk V

88mm AT (uns
8P /5mm Gun
150mm Arty Pes
Armd Car

Pers Carrier
Trucks (Misc)
Enemy X1dled
Apemy Caprvurea
Mk

2
VW DOCH F oo

Lk V 1 MV
Tank (type unknown) 12 HBnemy idlled
Halt Track

Enemy Killed

25 Dec

O+ -1
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Date Co MAM Co "M - Co g
26 Dec 1 Mk IV 1 Pers Carrier
27 Ded ! 1 Mk IV
2 Pers Carriers
28 Dec L Halr Track 38 Enemy Kilieg
b. Total by Types
6 Mg v 2  150mm Arty Pieces
2 Mk IV 1 Armoreq Car
1l M III : % Personnel Carriers
1  Enemy Tank, type Unknown 8  Trucks (Misc)
2 8smm AT Guns 3  Halr Tracks
2  /5mm 4T (funs 14  Enemy Captured
1 75mm SP Guns 112 Enemy Killed
IV, ADUINISTRATIVE;
a. T/0 Strength s 34 Ofzicers, 2 WO, 60/ Enlisted Men
EfTective Strengths 30 Oriicers, 1 WO, 523 Enlisveq Men
b, Casuaitzies
Hq MGQ (s IIAI! IIBIO l!OIl TO'DQl
(1) Kullea 0&0 0&0 0&0 V&L 0&0 0&O0 O &v
(2) Sick, gassea &
wournde g
Evacuated 0&7 0&0 O&4 0&8 0&10 0&1Y O & o
Non Evacuatea 0 &0 0 &0 0&0 0&0 1&0 O & 0 l1&0
(3; Captured 0O&0 0&0 0&0 0&0 0&0 0&0 0&O0
(4) Massing 0&0 0&0 0&0 0&0 0&5 0&O 0&5
¢. Prisoners captured: 14

d'
eb
i‘.

g.

n'

Evacuation; Normal
Does Not Apply
Status of Supply:
all times,
Conditions o1 roads and

circulation:

150 operational mmles of gasoline and 0il carried by Bn at
1-1/3 units or fire carried by Bn at al) times.
Hovements made by this unit operating

witn tne 2nd Arma Div normally carried out on primary and secondary road net.

Some cross country movements made during present operations.
2 Otticers, 4/ KEnlisted ten.

Replacements Received:

3O 4, BEALL,

’ /'I Lt‘ Gola K] .T.ni L5

Commanding.




