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HEAD.U:BTERS
TO3:D TAR:Z DRSTRIIYR BATTALI N
A2O 2%0

2 april 1945

Aotion of *)* Compeny, 26 Pebruary - 7 m 1945.

During operations of the Jrd Armored Divisioa in ifs attassk
fxom the ROER River $0 COLOCKR, Germemy, ®A®" Oempeany wes attashed
%0 0 Comd "A°. e following narrative ocevers 1% sotion dmring

thie ltm‘.
42% Rlasoon

™He First Platoon was attached %0 27 KARE, and ca Pebruaxy 25,
assemdled in the vieinity of DUXTN (PL247) 4in paration for the
attack the following aorning. During the first seversl daye ¢of the
attask the pletoon remained in TP Reserve, msin dofensive
road blooks, and hed Do offensive role. &ZGhm th.%.-tou
moved $o BUIR (P192517), on 27 Pebrusry, o HIPPREIORD [PR30578)
and on 28 Pebruary %o ZITVERICE (F218618) where 1% remaimed anmsil
2 Mayeh, for a dri ad t0 de established soxcss the REEFre Canal
into BVRONEIN (P231622),

On 2 Wareh, the task foree attsokec toward OBSRHAUSSEN (¥259645),
where the plastoon msintained ryoad blosks, and on 3 Nereh, seeured
BUSDORP (¥2681665), bhy-peseed Fleisteden (”&665), Sook MAN
(?320659), and PUIRFIN (P345670). During She sttask on PUSDORP the
T0’s oovered the temks from the high ground $0 the south of the towm,
snd fired wo rounds of _
the railroad traek jJust south of REXID? ( 9

]

o
position that, slthough the 7D Commendey could 906 the tenk over the
oress of the ‘111. the oounld »ot the
sighte. The OCommasnder ted the Lire W shesrvation, and e tank
withdrew through en uaderpess, aftexr the sseomd round hed beem fired.
Iate iz the sfterncon the platéen resshed PUIARIN, end remained
there for two days. a 5 Mex 200
ORR (P364682) end AUWRI LER
OGHNE, vhawe it renched the ERINE Rivex
fhis ended tz:emmftn’mh‘tfn‘o other tham the
od a1 they were welisw-

maintenange or roasd ad |
o4 on 16 Mar. At this time the platocs xeyverted to Cempesy eeatrel

:
{

;
g
e

i




The Zhird :latoon was attaghed to TP "I* (Battle Group ORR) end
on 26 Pebruary took positions _;ust south o TRATEICK(Y148487), eover-
ing the attaok on QOLIHZIM(P187495). Whem GOLZATIN YUB SeaEde, Ale.-Sesl
force attacked 3IATLHTIN P224515 and the 70 's moved into the town and
went into road bloock pasitions overnight. On 27 Pebrusry the Tesk
Poroe atsacked B RG RHAUSER (IR35522), the TD's covering the attesk ,
from the east end of BLATIFEIM. After dark they moved into BYVRGYRHAUSE
taking up positions ocovering tue t Llank of the sask forse, mmd
reaained there the rest of the night. e following afterncom they
moved tc THOR (¥225605), and went into & rest position uatil 2 Haxch.

m 2 uarch the platoon orossed the FRYT Canal under heavy artill-
exy fire, arriving at OBVEEAUS M (P2959645) at dusk, end they remained
there thet nighi. The followi morning the task foree eontinned the
atteck, and at PLUISTRDYN (P302 6;& moved into poesiticns eovering the
sttack on tre towns of GWYYVH (P33 62) SINTHERN (7520645), and MANST-
=DITX (F320659). Prom this poeition the platoon fired 3 rounds of HE,
range 8C? saris, knoocking out a mashine nest in the seator of the
174tk Infxatry Division to the soutd, 9 rounds of HE and 4 rounds
of ' at possible anti—-tank positions in MARITEDIEN. The rangs was
32-n .y':ard.-5 results unobvserved. :t 1439 hours, they moved invo GEYEN,

and fired 3 rounds of HE at 370 yards range, intw e bazn suspected of
housirng enexy.

0o 4 March the platocn moved to PUIHRIM 5670), and relieved
som® tanks on road dlock at ¢ faotory at FS6 Lox tio night. The

fnllorirg morning they moved t0 BROCELAXUND (P990642), protecting she
right flank of the Sask force, and in the afternocom moved again %o
RICX"LIYRF ™415628 for the nighs.

m 6 uerch the platcon split into sections, oask seotion moving
with a Combet Team into C O1O0NE. Daring Whe n&.‘k the 1t seotion
fired 7 rounds of HE, one of she rounds having a 3-105 fuse, at two
enemy strong poinss ‘ohind a railroad trestls, and a shert hnnm
further on, fired 9 rounds of RE into wildings from whish sniperes
hed een firing. The 2nd seotion fired 3 rounds of RH at & mashine
gan nest, and nocksd it out.

T™he tesk foroce reached the HHIEE River that nighs, and the plat-
oon rezmsined on road bluck positiong vieinity of UOINGHE, until they
wore relieved on 16 kmrch 1945.

for the Commsnding Offioex:

Gapt, 7058 =0 M
- 4

an
. ]
»


http:1IIas.Il
http:anti-t.Ak
http:Z'aaa1.Md
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HEADQUARTERS
TO0SRD TARK DESTROYLR BATTALION
APO 230 '

2 April 1945
Aotion of *"P* Compamy, 26 Pedruary ~ 7 Maroh 1945.

paring operations of *he 3rd Armored Division in its attack
from the RORR River % COLOGNE, GermanYy, "B® Compeny was attached
%0 0 Comé "P". The following narrative covers its astion.

Aat Rlatoon

The Pirst Platoon remasined in C Comd "B" reserve daring the
ontire attask and was not eommitted during the ration. However,
on 7 Mexesh, they joined TP IOVELAIY, relieving the 5rd Plasoon, and
moved on 8 Merch 30 KDPTINGYN 340482, where they remained until the

nexs operation.
£n4 Platoon

The Seecnd Platoon was astachod %0 TP WEILNORK and moved in task
fores reserve %0 RTZWEILER (F172570), where it mainsained road bloeks
that night. Until 5 Mexrch the platoon saw no sstion, and moved sweo-
essively %o RISDORFP (F180605), GLRSCH (7197645), NIEDRRAUSSEM (P31~
658), BUSDORY (¥981665), PUTHEIN (F545670), SINNERSDORY §m 699).

On 5 Merch the task foroe sttacked soward RSCH (¥383690) and
when 1% had deen secured the destroyexrs took ug covering positions
for the Sanks, moving toward JONGFRICH (M17668). One destxroyer
sighted a UeTman tank just west of the rsilroadtheek at IONGERICH,
fired twe rounds of APC. At ulmost the same time the artillery
::nod smoke on the town and the results of the firing were unodbserv-

This waus the only sction in whieh the platoon t00k part during
e eperstion. On 6 Msroh the destroyers %00k positions in the vio-
saity of the Jerd Notor Plamt (M55660), and on 7 Nareh returned %o
LONOERION with the Oempany OPF. ‘

x4 _Riatess

he 3xd Platoon was attashed %0 27 IOVELIAIX and moved ous om
Jobrusry as faxr ss E.8. TANNRK (F182569), taking positions eover-
tovard the Esst. At this lesation Shey eaptured 14 PVW's from
e Om 27 Pedxruary the platoon moved %0 BERRENDORP (7193594)
d there until the morning of 1 Narsh 1945.
the ID's moved to PAFFEEDORY J208634 remaining there
the morning of 9 Nareh the task foroe eressed the
soved through NIRDERNAUSSEN FR51658 into BUSDORP P81~
gotootod the left flank of ths task forve, ead

:33%!:1:«4:“0:"0““.»

AT g in ENRIDE 5685. The resulis were mmodesrved. Late
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the platoon moved iate STOMMEIN F156435, and et W)
seed bleeks for the might.

5

”~
[}

T S




iwR-Q~R~F-T

back :nt. v RE.
covonuat owerning the o tteox swung south toward CHHLLLGTYH M1T-
h nd iUl P~4020498 ond the platooun £ ired eeve:-. . i.owity of HRF

e,
imto o s in 3up ort o the  ttunck. 7The target:. ere heuses in
whiolb e.eny 1nfwitry were ewpl-cued.

o ow rroh tre tushk force ntteckceu WJRVI0CNTOH }—4)‘)7,§l.’ S the
'8 overed the terks from the vicindty of TACH'.. #=473%808C.  he
noext .rning, tre tusy force as e tled at ol .7 ou0ny F3IO(0YS , and
Le cper-tion endea.

Yor the loumwanding Jfficer:
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HEADQUARTKRS
TO3RD TANX D' TEOY!R AATTALIOQH
APD 2%0

2 April 1945

Aotion of "O" Company, 26 Pebruary - 7 Maroch 1945.

paring operations of the 3rd Armored Divisiun in ite atteaok
from the ROFR River to COLOGNE, "O" Co (minus the lst .'lstoon) was
attached to ¢ Comd Regerve, ~nd the let Plntoun was stteched to
Pask Force YFOMANS, under division oontrol. The following narrative

ocovers its ection. .

Ast Platoom

TP YE0UANS moved out at 0400 hours, 26 Fabwhary, from DI/k'N,
and b, 1700 hours had reachud M/ HHFT. (P202542), vhere the 12’8
established road blocks for the night. At 0600 hours the next
morning they moved toward BRRRENDORF P193594 where they received
heavy ertillery fire. One round struck the house in whioh the
Pl-toon P was located, killing vt Popinou and wounding vt Dmvis.
From PrILENVIORF the task rorce attucked GiIUVHE ¥F205003, and was
unable to t-ke the town. After regrouping they attacked uzgain a-nd
seized the town. The lst section remanined in GROUVT: while the
2nd seotion continuad -ith pnri of the task force to attacs .JTRVIR=
ICP P218618 that night. The following norning the 21.d sccticn ree-
turriod to GR"UV™N and rejcined tre plstoo-.

™M 1 March, et 2°%” hours, the Th'c “ro=~0 the WHPT
Canal st U7GHYTY F27%1622, atd moved Int . nurthenst of
n"RCreY™ to gupport the uttac: «n 30 70 e whortly alter

day1i/ Pt trey fired geveral rouds of 2 ot erony tinks Lo Lho
northeost. The range was 4770 yards and results viare unotgcrved.
tt 1B" Fours tre plat.on moved into Y00 and ostablis)eo road
blocks for the night.

m 2 March the task force roved to an aswernbly aroa nti F275=
656, end at 179 hours startoud on g night attackg moving ncrosas
country, passing between 5T T F31%695 nnd i{EH”IN P345070, Dy
passing SIVNTROONP FA5T7699 and EOGCT CONTF PATST725 to tic nortk, snd
b, merrins rescred HAO Q0T WASTTERL, g A s deglroyer
wna hit by ¢ bhazooks round, rhich 3. uck LYo cioounterweisht ond wag
deflecte ' into the onmina comupurtmert. tHo one oo in ures,

't 177" houra the " 'q poved Srto 0 LU mReTTAY o) touk
up rond block oaitilo o hile tre task Turce Sovosand ued fur o new
attack to the scuth. VYor ttig ntt-ck tro gl for.e tae g9plit into
hnttle . roups 'mad one 7! ~rg ~ttreroa to ercr of threo rocurdinl gge
arce conprries.

Jumteor oo coved Ity Moo “Trd rrmd Ten P, Jdomr. the meein

rosd fromo 0T 0 g 0 0 PAYTTL2, turnin et (nct before
conebie o LT T nnd ag It noved toverd TAITT T mTS709 0 g otted
Sroehotr enul oonda U Pame e o Ve satskivta of ke toong

"IoY 1t Fnocltid oot dLh b S rirther trriets ere encounte
cred v Ui cotbet fe 0 oo ts oo T oo o4 TTEY bLurs. A4 Terah,
x

o T oy oved o lek 0 0o 8Frd crnd len T, nianms the
Pont Tl e mt UL s ott £ SIA T PHNES SR Ry
theenlimn coved soutk. Laven roovas of YUY, pern. o L Corde,
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were Fl{red ut “this tank, and it ves disebled »ith a round tnrough
the underside of the frumt plate. When LANG!L was resched the dest-
royer remained in position cuvering the advance of the tanks on
RHEIN-KASSRL M38719. It them moved into RHEIN-KASST .

Fumber 4 gun moved vith “DL* Qo 83rd Armd Ron Bn, tncouyk the
woods south of WORRILGEK, and while the combat tea: rov: . . i,
spotted 8 ¥k V tenk just south of the woods st F398717. 1t Led
flanking sho$ at 150 Yard range, snd fired 5 rounds. 0Nne of ilhe
round s went clear through the enesmy tank. From this point ilhe
coubat teaw moved to the road junotion st FA14720, and in the ~ora-
ing, Tuwboer 4 guwn moved Lo kot o= ¥ to redearn humber B,

‘n L zIch, sumbelr I wdie ows LCl R OCeVIOUBlY bewr. o i g
the LasGoRe, 104vipeu Hwabul 3 ot - o1, snd the plotcon rers . w.
on rouwd tlooks in [ UL and (o0 st L T oantil tre operst i aode
gomplaetaed.

Sk dotoung
Trne L RA L d b Loes Ve LLenQ0 T b L ST A ey adind re Lt

2 WE T VR U B 4 e fh 34l oants s Z2( robranry vhen une tugh iGiew
TCVeY Lo Colgvuld. WU uler wornds g of 28 Ceobrunry toe plate
con moved to ¢ oF P2OO0G4, - sressed the M Janal in lhe
sfternoocn, tosin, uap positiuvnwe 1 the voods o 4y of the ¢l antdl
the «worni ) of 2 Jarer 194%.
"t 3 noary, Lo platoon woved to LT 0o AN AL AN

TuLourtiie Yo nttack on that tuwn. 28 one oL e lL's g ocroona o

reslrond cridle, the bridge ouwllspeand, nd the Sun mes Torces 5ol

recoil, Pl ang og% damsder. o e TeOr 0 wne tarroi. oy Yo e
er w8 olvi Jdrect oLsoervatiao., ot owioe tume, et VIO Lus ot
Deca vy Lol Lo osebl the re@Ove . LcoLaie . -1 TAas oot ool

Ve re.ovar, veiaole tuo wlevu dp, Lowevar, s iy SOVl VNG 4

it LeC8iIVERE Sooizol cF faroe o A A S P SIS

ove: Yro honrsy soovide Whe Voo . ) P A ) B Lo
ooy vir, I TR B RIS ) . LSS R SV R U F A VY 4
AR T RS TURRIN R B A - ’
. N (T R A A F RS UL . : TSI d
v, T 5 YD RNV S ! - o et L1k
o LIS 'WHTIAERT ST o Codre Fayoan e e o . O O U0 S - S
T, ne .o 0 foael o o.or .. . s 2 L . LT b, L e
an o R R O o T P A T S RN
CPEetLOY L:osoun S Y0 W AL Ll e i
el ITHD S ' Vi Te G, oL WGl o anie ob 1and
Liocr wntiyv v 0k LR upornolicn.

3ra _sl-tocu

"be b b b . PESTTINCEE B A Wy el n Dl ub e
antit 3t e he D Lae 17 DAVl Wn U waXCh 14l

YT dve oLu oeduly oreve at o N T RA3 7 355 BN T SFC PR IV
sa 27 0 trary tuou . ooU, wn 28 feLrunTy CPOSNE L Levcoa, v ourx
Lo 0 T T24ﬁn38, on % .rrew te 7T RPN D HVES | (A B OV O S A

R T A R A rew dnoaupeort ws dte attol e oL 0 T Gaatne o %

REAVAR I S L cLhan 8 L1 Chng e adrst dugsiiug L0 L stoa o Ln
roat Lol J D S T N O < V1 2P SRVE RN S 7Y TURRRE VEVI I AR ¢!
the o v0cite 2l o7 the soed, o ooavildun Vod mioad 0i Ao VL vehe

iclep, mot: ;. 3x, Lhew ony aud o s.ua ons w0tk vore niltou, cosioued

1

down the r.-=3. S0 oo e whR LYV chewsld aovea Jrote bel.ind oo o pilad-
in: v, o ey i, e Jrre il ot vne 1igat tankKe it Gow o ufe X
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ool staly counterea 1t e 1oL s S SR I ¥ S R I R Vel
joie. nicitaunlely, h oYl lae i fide GUwln ool we foaide
L LY i rould Ruve Lia oevielnd

ted b Toale BaiOMC R bl
Hont thnas in o codunmt sV
Puitrar bnel o .n Vhw <columne.
Lt vhe ather dest oiers el
wieoo goLirented ith s Volkswagon vwiich rawost r:-n inte i7t,
deutrvyer's orew riidiev it viti o 7 G.ridibor mAaLhine gun firw.
Pre ,latuih remelned oo rou . ooz ntil bos end ol Lio oper te

boowarly ., o Yoo Ovher desty s o vure

plavca in pogitiovin ALu . Liuw
01 the

ion.
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