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The prLncipal combat vehicle used by the 704th Tank Destroyer Battalion was 
flie 76mm Gun Motor Carriage M18, popularly known as the "Hellcat",,, 

Map: C C A , 4th Armored Division situation on morning of 20 September at 
start of German attack 

Tank destroyer crews perfect their skills during training in England, These 
uncluttered Hellcats of the 603rd TD Battalion provide a good look at an 
M18,,, 

An M18 crew pitches in to finish the backbreaking task of reloading 76mm 
ammo near Brest, France.,. 

An M20 Armored Utility Vehicle stands AA Watch, The lightly armored M20 
equipped the security sections of Tank Destroyer gun platoons,,. 

Events down the street cause the crew of this Hellcat to man their guns... 

Winter in the Bulge. A snow covered M18 negotiates a narrow hairpin turn in 
the bitter cold of the Ardennes.,, 

A Third Army Hellcat waits near a burning German village while a G l cautious­
ly checks for mines,,. 

Roadblock! A Third Army Hellcat guards a liberated intersection in a German 
town while a second tank destroyer.,.covers another avenue of approach... 

Blitzkrieg American Style! Infantrymen crowd a Hellcat of the 822nd Tank 
Destroyer Battalion as it speeds along one of Germany's famed autobahns,,. 

One of the MlSs of the 704th Tank Destroyer Battalion crosses the Moselle on 
a treadway bridge to begin the Saar-Palatinate campaign,,. 

An American tank destroyer engages an enemy strong point on the East Bank 
of the Rhine while an officer wearing a "tanker's jacket' observes the fire... 

Seen here is "Bighorn 4," an M18 of the 704th Tank Destroyer Battalion, 
advancing through a small German village in 1945,,. 

Ideal for defensive warfare, the 77-ton German Konigsliger was awesome when 
cornered! 

A well-balanced combination of armor, firepower and speed, the 49-ton 
Panther was generally regarded as the best tank of World War II . . . 

This photo clearly shows the length of the Panther's main gun tube, as well as 
tfie clean lines and well-sloped armor of the German tank... 

The German counterpart to the American tank destroyer featured a fully-
armored fighting compartment and a low-silhouette in place of a turret... 

Mainstay of the IVefirmac/il for most of the war, the Panzerlcamp/ujagen /V. 
equipped at least one battalion of each Pamer-Regiment in 1944... 

Prototype for the M18 was the T70, which differed from its offspring only in 
minor details. Due lo speed of production two of the prototvraes actually saw 
combat in llaly (with the 602nd TD Bn), US Army Photo S C 341205 
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INTRODUCTION 
Several years ago, a subscriber of A F V - G 2 magazine requested 

information about U.S. Army tank "aces." It was soon evident that very 
Itttle has been published about the exploits of U.S. armor. American 
military historians have concentrated on the actions of infantrymen and 
paratroopers, almost ignoring the achievements of American armor. 
This is most unfortunate as our tank and tank destroyer crews forged a 
proud and courageous record during World War I I , combating the 
heavily-armored German tanks with inferior equipment. So, the 
present work is a start at redressing the balance. It is to be hoped that it 
is only a beginning. 

American units generally used code names while in combat as a 
security measure. The 704th Tank Desh-oyer Battalion's was 
"Harpoon," hence the title of this book. The 704th was in many ways a 
typical American unit. It's ranks contained both the brave and the 
foolish, the dedicated and the "eight-ball." But, the 704th was more 
than just typical. Fighting alongside the fast-moving 4th Armored 
Division, it had considerably more contact with enemy armor than most 
other units. The men in the Battalion were always equal to the 
challange. The 704th built up the highest score of destroyed enemy 
armor of any M18 battalion. 

In order to provide as much information as possible in a reasonably-
priced format, I've divided the 704th's story into three parts. Part I , 
Combat Operations, described the actions of the 704th, along with the 
units it supported, and their place in the overall picture. It is based on 
the 704th's After Action Reports, the official U.S. Army history of 
World War II, and other recognized sources. Part II , D + 36to VE Day, 
is an exact reprint of the 704th's informal history, originally printed 
privately for its members just after the war. Although it contains some 
small errors and sometimes transposes dates and places, it is a unique 
account written while the memories were still fresh. The author, T/Sgt. 
Albert G. Bologa, has a fresh, vivid style which makes for exciting 
reading and provides details unavailable elsewhere. You'll note that the 
MlSs are sometimes referred to as "Tanks" {technically they were Gun 
Motor Carriages) and jeeps are called "peeps" - a term preferred by ar­
mored units. Naturally, there is some duplication with Part I , but I felt 
that you would rather not have constant interruptions in the form of 
explanatory passages and footnotes. The final section is a series of 
appendices covering some of the technical aspects of the 704th and its 
equipment. All opinions and errors in Part I and the Appendices are my 
responsibility. 
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Finally, let me preface the 704th's story with a few underlying 
concepts. When World War II began, the U.S. Army considered 
Germany's "BHtzkries" tank attack to be its number one problem. After 
considerable thought, its reply was a typically American solution, a 
whole new type of special unit — the Tank Destroyer battalion — 
whose primary task was stopping German Panzer attacks. American 
tanks were to be preserved for exploiting breakthroughs and used 
against enemy infantry and artillery. After a shaky start in North Africa 
due to misuse and inadequate equipment, Tank Destroyer battalions 
went on to develop into a most effective counter to the Panzers. 
Although the self-propelled tank destroyers looked like tanks, they were 
not. Unlike tanks, they were only lightly armored and had open-topped 
turrets for maximum visibility. Their primary feature was a better gun. 
While the basic U.S. tank, the M4 Sherman, was armed with a 75mm 
gun, tank destroyers had powerful 3-inch and 76mm weapons on their 
MlOs and MlSs. When these proved ineffective against the heavily 
armored Panthers and Tigers encountered after D-Day, special HVAP 
ammunition was developed and many tank destroyer units were re-
equipped with the 90mm gun on the M36. Unable to slug it out, tank 
destroyer crews defeated their heavily armored opponents through 
ambush and superior tactics. Tank destroyers also developed secondary 
missions as assault guns and as artillery. 

In spite of their fine record, however, the tank destroyer branch was 
disbanded shortly after the war. By then, the Army considered tanks 
more cost effective as they could perform tank destroyer missions in 
addition to their own. Conceived from the maelsh-om of battle, the 
Tank Destroyer story was short and violent, but many of the tactics and 
concepts survive in the modern Army, almost forty years later. 

I'd like to especially thank Mr. William Hansen of the Armor School 
Library at Fort Knox for his unstinting help. Without his assistance, 
literally none of this would have been possible. Thanks are also due to 
Norman Macomber and Walter Righton of the 704th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion who provided valuable assistance in the form of pictures and 
historical details. Also, thanks to my wife for her patience and typing, 
and to Jim and Lorraine for their suggestions, 

Anaheim, California 
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P A R T I - C O M B A T O P E R A T I O N S 

A month after D-Day, the Allies held a narrow beachhead, liberated 
at a heavy cost, along the Normandy coast of Hitler's Festungs Europe. 
Berce ftghting raged as the advance slowly continued Inland with the 
Germans battling stubbornly for each field in the easily defended bocage 
country. A steady stream of reinforcing units arrived in the congested 
beachhead during July to sustain the Allied build-up, among them the 
4th Armored Division and Lieutenant Colonel Dclk M. Oden's 7D4th 
Tank Destroyer Battalion (SP). Alongside their comrades of the 4th, 
with whom they had trained for so long, the men of the 704th set up 
camp in the dry, dusty homeland of William the Conqueror. 

The Battalion's Initial combat tasks were indirect fire missions for the 
4th Armored Division's "Combat Command B" (CCB) as it took up 
positions on July 18th. 1944 half a mile behind the armored Infantry. 
" C " Company suffered the first casualty that day, graphically 
demonstrating the ugly reality of war. During the next week, the 
members of the 704th teamed fast. Concealment was vital. You dldn*t 
stray too far from a foxhole, and you didn't drive vehicles very fast 
during the hot dry summer days. Dust was a sure invitation to German 
artillery and mortars. During the evening hours, German aerial intruders 
often droned overhead, killing sleep and looking for stray lights. 

Then came Tuesday, July 25th. The men stood in groups,that 
morning watching while more than 3,000 planes of the Allied airforces 
filled the skies about 1100 hours. The massive armada was the opening 
round in General Bradley's "Operation Cobra," destined to break out of 
the easily-defended bocage country. More than 3,500 tons of bombs 
were dropped on the German troops In front of the American VII. 
Corps positions In front of St. Lo. The unprecedented bombardment 
shattered the defenders and the G.I.s of the VII. Corps soon tore a 
gaping hole In the Axis defense. By Friday, the 4th Armored Division, 
with the 704th attached, was unleashed on the right In the VII. Corps 
zone-of-action and it plunged through the remnants of the German LX-
XXIV. Armee-Korps towards the vital road junction at Avranches. This 
Junction contained the only good road to the south In the area. 

The 4th Armored Division was part of Lieutenant General George S. 
Patton's new Third Army. The fiery Patton soon made his presence felt, 
chtdtag his Commanding Officers to keep going and to forget about 
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their flanks. Pockets of resistance were to be bypassed and left to be 
cleared by the infantry divisions whteh were following. The 704th Tank 
Destroyer Battalion's " B " Company and the 2nd Platoon of the 
Reconnaissance Company supporting CCB's attack were soon in the 
thick of the fighting, destroying two anti-tank guns and hitting a Panther 
tank In Countanccs. Things were moving too fast to get confirmation for 
the tank, so it was listed as a "probzable." Five days later, Lieutenant 
Addison's 1st Platoon of " A " Company, attached to CCA's 51st 
Armored Infantry Battalion, clashed with German armor in Avranches, 
getting four tanks and another "probable" for the Battalion's first 
confirmed kills.* Unfortunately, the platoon leader was caught In the 
crossfire and killed. By this time, the 4th Armored Division, command­
ed by Major General John S. Woods, had taken over 3,000 prisoners. 
Once through the Avranches bottleneck, the way was open to strike 
across the neck of the vital Brest peninsula. The St. Lo Breakthrough 
soon became the Avranches Breakout. 

General Woods' next objective was Rennes, midway across the 
peninsula, when ten major roads met. Although the Allies had 
command of the air, the Luftwaffe was not entirely absent, as " B " 
Company found out on August 2nd when its column was straffed. The 
next day, the 4th Armored Division bypassed Rennes after its Initial 
assault was repulsed. The 8th Infantry Division's 13th Regimental 
Combat Team (RCT) took over and launched a hasty attack at 1730 
hours, with the 704th's " A " Company supporting the lead battalion 
while " C " Company aided the second battalion. " A " Company lost the 
first "Harpoon" M18 "Hellcat" when the attack stalled in the face of 
direct fire from German-manned anti-aircraft guns.t Rennes fell to the 
infantry the next day, while the "Harpoon" vehicles hunied on to rejoin 
the 4th Armored Division on the outskirts of Lorlent. On Monday, 
August 7th, the commander of " B " Company and his liaison officer 
were killed when CCB's head-quarters three miles south of Pont Scorff 
was hit by Intense enemy artillery fire. Lieutenant Wilson took over 
command of the company, whose 1st Platoon captured the town on 
Tuesday while the attached 2nd Platoon of the Reconnaissance 
Company reduced two strong points, capturing eighty defenders. 
Artillery continued to fall in the area, destroying a 704th M20 Armored 
Utility Car the following day. 

In only twelve days, "Harpoon" and the 4th Armored Division 
columns had reached the outskirts of the coastal cities of Lorlent, St. 
Nazalre and Nantes, cutting off all the German forces In the Brest 

* These were also the first confemed Idlls for the 4th Armored Division. 

t 'Harpoon' was the 704th Tank Destroyer Battalion's codename. 'Olympk:' was the 
codename for the 4th Armored Division. 

Pcransula. Leaving the reduction of these ports to the VIII. Corps 
infantry divisions moving in their wake, the 4th Armored Division's 
columns wheeled east to Join Patton's XII. Corps In the liberation of 
France. When the American divisions broke out, the German 
commanders realized they had suffered a grievous defeat. In a 
desperate attempt to retrieve the situation, Hitler personally ordered a 
counterattack at Mortaln to cut off the narrow Avranches corridor which 
formed the rampaging Patton's supply line. But, by the time the 
counterattack could be organized. It was too late. Twelve American 
divisions had passed through the dangerously narrow corridor In 
incredible time and were fanning out, outflanking and neariy trapping 
the entire Axis defense In Normandy, while their British Allies ham­
mered away at Falaise. After the counterattack failed, there was no 
choice but flight. The "rat race" was on as the Wehrmacht troops fled 
for the West Wall defenses. In order to try and establish a new line along 
the borders of the Reich. 

The miles sped by, ground beneath the wheels and tracks of the 
704th's vehicles as they roared along the picturesque tree-lined roads of 
rural France, cows dozing nearby in the warm summer sun. A 
boisterous reception greeted them In village after village. Old men and 
boys waved small French and American flags, yelling "Vive Les 
Americans" while the village women wept for Joy. It was "La 
Liberation." The tank destroyer crews were showered with flowers, 
wine and fruit as the long 4th Armored Division columns wound their 
way through the narrow, twisting streets. Rumors quickly made the 
rounds in the holliday atmosphere. The "krauts" were running for the 
Rhine. Beaten. The war would be over by Christmas. "Keep 'em 
Rolling" was the order of the day as the 4th Armored Division 
spearheaded the Xll . Corps drive forming the southern flank of the 
entire Allied advance. So, the red-eyed crews kept their vehicles 
moving through landscape that had delighted countiess tourists. But, 
they had no time for the sights. Sleep became more valuable than 
money, with the crews snatching a few minutes here and there — 
whenever there was a momentary pause in the relentless pursuit. But 
there was danger, too. The columns occassionally met brief, but savage 
resistance from Germans and Nazi sympathizers who stood and fought. 
For the men of the 704th Headquarters & Headquarters Company and 
the support elements, there were abo hazards. Following the 
spearheads through "Indian country," they were likely to be ambushed 
at every bend In the road by cut-off Wehrmacht detachments bypassed 
In the confusion. The truck drivers soon found it was safer to travel 
alone than with the 4th Armored Division's supply train. Mel09s 
would ignore an individual truck to strafe a convoy. Just finding their 
way along the pooriy marited unfamiliar roads provided the drivers a 
constant challenge. When they had finished replenishing the Hellcats 
with fuel and ammunition, they were likely to be thanked by the 
destroyer crews with, "get the hell away from us with that bomb." 
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August 15th, 1944 found "Harpoon's" Lieutenant Colonel Oden 
commanding the northern column of CCA's attack on the city of 
Orleans, where centuries before, a medieval French maid had made 
history. About 1800 hours on the 16th, Lieutenant Mlnogue of the 
704th intercepted and destroyed three Wehrmacht vehicles with his 
M20 armored utility car, as the Battalion bivouaced in nearby Cercottes. 
A colonel carrying dispatches for the German commander at Orleans 
was among those captured. The following day. Lieutenant Colonel 
Oden and four other "Harpoon" officers were transferred to the 4th 
Armored Division's 35th Tank Battalion and another Southerner, 
Lieutenant Colonel Bill A. Bailey of the 35th, took command of the 
704th Tank Destroyer Battalion. " B " Company also rejoined the 
Battalion after an epic two day, 232 mile road march from Lorient. 
Headlong Pursuit carried "Harpoon" vehicles along the banks of the 
Loire and then across the Seine near Troycs. The next day, they 
crossed the Marne where a preceedlng generation had suffered and 
died thirty years before. Past half forgotten trenches and weed grown 
shell craters, they sped on ever eastward. But, on September 2nd, the 
advance ground to a halt just short of the Moselle River. The Third 
Army was out of gas! 

In their rapid pursuit towards the heart of Hitler's Germany, the 
Allied spearheads had outrun their supply system, still based in 
Normandy. Amidst vigorous politicing between the Allied commanders. 
General Eisenhower directed that the bulk of the limited supplies 
available be given to General Montgomery's Twenty-First Army Group 
whose goal was Germany's vital Ruhr industry. Patton's Third Army, on 
the southern flank of the Allied advance, would only get supplies when 
and if they could be spared. So, the 704th spent the first week of 
September 1944 doing outpost duty for the 4th Armored Division and 
catching up on long overdue maintenance and sleep. The respite also 
gave the Germans a chance to halt their reeling, shattered battlegroups 
and form a defensive line strengthened by new units hastily formed In 
the Reich. The easy days were over. 

Meanwhile, thousands of gliders which could have flown the gas 
directly to the Allied columns to keep them moving sat Idle on English 
airfields, their pilots bored by endless rounds of guard duty. Had they 
been used to maintain the momentum, the Allies might well have 
crossed the Rhine before the Germans could have established a viable 
defense line. In retrospect, it remains a fascinating possibility; but, it was 
never seriously considered.' The field commanders In France knew lit­
tle of glider capabilities and Airborne commanders were concerned only 
with planning combat missions for their troops. Eventually, they got 
their wish. The Airborne Divisions made combat drops three weeks later 

* Glider towing aircraft were busy flying gas to Frencii airfields in the rear, but the gliders 
could have debvered gas right to ihe American armor columns to k«ep them moving. 
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as part of Operation "Market Garden" — since made famous In the 
book and motion picture, "A Bridge Too Far." 

L O R R A I N E 

When enough gasoline arrived to resume a limited attack, the 4th 
Armored Division was given the task of breaking-out of the newly-
established XII. Corps bridgeheads on the east bank of the Moselle 
River, and encircling the city of Nancy, historic capital of Lorraine. 
"Harpoon's" " A " Company crossed the Moselle with C C B on 
September 12th, near Vilecourt. C C B flanked Nancy from the south 
and moved towards the Mame-Rhine canal against stiffening resistance 
from the 553. Vo//cs-Grenad(cr-D/u/sion and the 15. Panzer-Grenadier-
Division which had just arrived from Italy. " C " Company marched with 
C C A , crossing the Moselle via the 80th Infantry Division's bridgehead 
north of Nancy. Corporal Carl Dill of the 2nd Platoon destroyed a 
Panther on the 13th, and other " C " Company crews accounted for an 
88mm gun and another armored vehicle in Preney. C C A continued 
east, completing the ring around Nancy, which fell on the 15th. " C " 
Company destroyed three more enemy vehicles at Fresnes en Saulnols 
two days later, and continued on to Arracourt, arriving there at 1800 
hours on the 18th. There C C A paused to let other XII. Corps units mop 
up enemy pockets along the Moselle. Meanwhile, " B " Company, with 
the rest of the Battalion, had moved to nearby Luneville with C C R on 
the 16th, and had set-up defensive positions on the high ground 
northwest of the city, which was being cleared by Cavalry troops. 

While Patton's troops resumed the attack, the Nazis were busy 
assembling a counterstroke of their own. Defense of Germany's vital 
industrial areas was key to her continued survival. The Ruhr was 
screened by a mighty river barrier, the Rhine, but further south, the 
Saar — next In importance to the German war machine — was less 
fortunate. It was situated well to the west of the Rhine, protected only 
by the defenses of the West Wall. Time would be needed to refurbish 
and man these neglected fortifications. Seeing the right wing of his 
defense stiffening and holding in Holland and around Aachen, Hitler 
decided to use several of his new Panzer-Brigaden — his only armored 
reserve — to end the crisis in the south and destroy Patton's 
spearheads. The 5. Panzer-Armee, commanded by East Front hero 
GeneraUeutnant Hasso von Manteufel, would coordinate the attack. 
The 111. Panzer-Brigade and part of the depleted 11. Panzer-Dlutsion 
were to attack north and retake Luneville on September 18th, while the 
113. Panzer-Brigade struck west, through Arracourt on the 19th, and 
eliminated the XII. Corps bridgeheads across the Moselle.* The stage 
was thus set for one of the few head-on clashes between major 

* All these German units are erroneously referred to as the IL Panzer in Part 11. 
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American and German armored units to occur In the ETO. The firm 
ground and gently rolling hills of the farmland of the Moselle made for 
Ideal "tank country." Light rain and the early morning fogs, common in 
the valleys and along the rivers, woukl provide the Wehrmacht armor 
the needed cover from the dreaded American fighter-bombers . t 

The 111. Panzer-Brigade's attack started the operation on Monday, 
the 18th, when it pushed the 42nd Cavalry Squadron, deployed south 
of Luneville, back into the city where heavy fighting raged. The light 
tanks and armored cars of the 42nd were no match for Panther tanks. 
" B " Company of the 704th was ordered to send its 3rd Platoon into 
Luneville to aid the American defenders. Arriving amidst heavy artillery 
fire, the platoon destroyed three Panthers along the edge of the city. 
Fighting continued throughout Monday night. On Tuesday, the platoon 
destroyed another Panther and a Ferdinand self-propelled (SP) gun. 
About noon. Lieutenant Colonel Bailey, the Battalion Commander, 
was killed by mortar fire while directing the tank destroyers. " C " 
Company's 2nd Platoon, sent from Arracourt as part of a C C A task 
force to provide additional help, also destroyed a Panther during the 
day. A combat command of the 6th Armored Division relieved the 4th 
Armored Division's C C R at Luneville during the night so that It could 
reinforce the beleaguered C C A at Arracourt. 

September 19th saw the commencement of the second stage of the 
German attack as the 113. Panzer-Brigade started Its thrust towards 
Arracourt with Infantry of Panzer-Grenadier-Re0ment 2113.and forty-
two brand new Panthers of Its Mark V battalion in the lead. The 
unsuspecting GIs of the 4th Armored Division's C C A were spread over 
a wide area from Chambrey south almost to the Mame-Rhine Canal 
preparing to resume their advance towards Morhange. Captain Evan's 
" C " Company of the 704th had two platoons in outposts backing up the 
51st Armored Infantry Battalion's positions east of Moyenvic. 
Lieutenant Leiper's 3rd Platoon had just been rotated to C C A head­
quarters In Arracourt the night before. After several tense days and 
nights on the line, the 3rd Platoon crewmen were looking forward to a 
rest. 

Early that Tuesday morning. Captain William Dwlght, a liaison officer 
from the 37th Tank Battalion, was driving his peep along a country lane 
In the thick morning fog when he stumbled on the massive outlines of 
one of the 113. Panzer-Brigade's tank columns. Escaping in the poor 
visablllty. Captain Dwlght raced back to Arracourt. About 0730, Lieu­
tenant Leiper was alerted to get his platoon ready to move. The situa­
tion was hazy, but something was definitely up! Colonel Bruce Clark, 

T See pp 209-244 of Cole's Lorraine Campaign in the U.S. Army In World War It series 
for a thorougii account of the September battles, and pp.313-320 of von Mellenthin's 
Ponser Battles for the German viewpoint. 
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the C C A commander, arrived and ordered the Tank Destroyer Platoon 
to follow the captain to Hill 279 to provide support for one of the C C A 
outposts. After hearing gunfire in the fog, the platoon left the road just 
west of Bezange te Petite, and started cross-country towards the woods 
in front of Hill 279, led by Lieutenant Leiper in his peep. Light rain was 
falling. As they neared the woods, the platoon encountered enemy 
zirmor as described in Part II. Another account, based on interviews with 
Lieutenant Leiper relates:' "As the hill was approached, Lieutenant 
Leiper, who was still In front with his jeep, was startled to see the muzzle 
of a German tank gun staking out through the trees at what seemed to 
be less than 30 feet away! He Immediately gave the dispersal signal and 
the many months of continuous practice proved its worthiness as the 
platoon promptly deployed with perfect accord. 

'The lead tank destroyer, commanded by Sergeant Stacey (sic), had 
evidently seen the German tank at the same time as Lieutenant Leiper, 
and opened fire Immediately. Its first round scored a direct hit, 
exploding the German tank. The flames of the burning tank revealed 
others behind It in a V-formation, and Sergeant Stacey's next round hit 
a second German tank, but Immediately afterwards he had his own tank 
destroyer knocked out by fire from a third German tank. This enemy 
Mark IV was taken under fire by the No. 2 tank destroyer, and was 
destroyed. The maneuver and Are of the 3rd (sic) tank destroyer got 
another German tank as it tried to back out of the unhealthy situation, 
and a fifth enemy tank was destroyed almost immediately thereafter." 

The platoon withdrew to defilade in a small saucer shaped rise a few 
hundred yards away. Sergeant Stasl's tank destroyer, damaged by a 
round which had hit along the base of the gun and penetrated the gun 
shield was sent to the rear with three wounded crewmen. The assistant 
driver had been killed outright, t After hearing tanks moving ominously 
about in the fog during the next hour, the platoon sighted tanks moving 
slowly along the crest of a hill above the low lying fog about 2,500 yards 
away. Four or five Mark IVs were knocked out before C C A ' s artillery 
dispersed the rest. A while later, the platoon watched Major Charles 
Carpenter fly over In his artillery observation plane. The intrepid major, 
who had figured out a way to fasten six bazookas to the wing stmts of 
his light Piper Cub, suddenly dove into the fog and open-

Chapter Five, Employment of Four Tank Destroyer Battalions In the ETO by 
Committee 24. Officers Advanced Course. The Armor School, Fort Knox, Kentucltu 
1950 ' 

r Thereafter. Lieutenant Leiper decided to pull assitant drivers out of the MlSs before 
engagements began, to avoid unnecessary casualties. Assistant drivers served little real 
purpose in^de a HeUcat since they had no bow machine gun and didn't handle the radio 
as In the MIO or M36 Tank Destroyers. 
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ed fire. * Flashes from the bazooka explosions disclosed the eerie shapes 
of three German tanks sneaking up the small hill from behind. 

"Lieutenant Leiper pulled a tank destroyer around and brought its 
fire on the tanks, destroying two of them before the 3rd (sk:) one's fire 
hit the right sprocket of the tank destroyer knocking it out of action. 
Lieutenant Leiper signalled for another tank destroyer to come up with 
a tow to pull the damaged tank destroyer back, but before the plan 
could be put into action the second tank destroyer was also hit — this 
one through the gun shield... probably due to the fact that the gun bUut 
made it a good target point."t The platoon's last M18 was pulled back 
to another defilade position from which It later destroyed two more 
German tanks with hits In the rear when they left the woods and tried to 
cross a cementery near Moncourt, Dismounted machine guns from the 
damaged tank destroyers later also stopped an attack by German infan­
try. Finally, late that afternoon, relief arrived in the form of a platoon of 
tanks from the 35th Tank Battalion. 

Meanwhile, another Pamer column ran afoul of " C " Company's 1st 
Platoon MlSs which destroyed another eight Wehrmacht Panthers 
without loss. PFC Frank Amodia accounted for five, while Corporal 
John Ewanitsko destroyed the other three. By nightfall, the more 
maneuverable and experienced American tanks and tank destroyers 
had stopped the attack cold. 

As related previously, C C R with " B " Company and " H & HQ" 
Company of the 704th arrived In Arracourt on Wednesday 20th, to 
enable C C A to resume it's advance northeast. Lieutenant Colonel H. P. 
Held Jr. arrived and assumed command of the Battalion at 1100. " B " 
Company, guarding CCA's right flank that day, destroyed five Panthers 
as the 111.Par}zer-Brigade probed after sidestepping Luneville. CCA's 
commander. Colonel Bruce Clark, realizing that the German thrusts 
were more than just spoiling attacks; turned his columns around and 
returned to Arracourt, determined to clear out the area once and for all. 
The clashes which followed, convinced the U.S. Commanders that they 
were facing a major threat. 

Meanwhile, the lack of German success led Hitler to replace his 
southern army group commander, General von Blaskowitz with 
General Balck. After sparring on the 21st, Balck ordered the attack 
resumed on the 22nd. The blow fell on the 4th Armored's 25th Cavalry 
Squadron, screening CCA's left flank northeast of Arracourt. Again, fog 
enabled the German armor to sneak In close to the Cavalry outp>osts 
that Friday morning. The 25th Cavalry's light tanks and armored cars 
fared badly until a platoon of the 704th's " C " Company, waiting In hull 
defilade, destroyed three Panzers near Juvallze. Captain Thomas J . 

* Major Carpenter and his plane, Rosfe the Rocketeer, became one of the 4th Armored's 
legends. By the end of the war, "Bazooka Charlie" was reported to have knocked out five 
Panien. 

t Ibid., pp. 74-75 
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Tank destroyer crews perfect their skills during training in England. These uncluttered Hellcats of the 603rd TD Battalion provide a 
good look at M18 armament, stowage and markings, including "THE COBRA" painted on the 76mm barrel in the foreground. Reels 
of signal wire are stowed on the turrets behind the vehicle commanders manning the machine guns. US Army Photo SC 339034 
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Evans won the Distinguished Service Cross for cooly directing the tank 
destrc^rers and mounting a disabled HeUcat to man its 76mm gun and 
knock out one of the tanks. "B" Company's 2nd Platoon also destroyed 
three mon German tanks near Rechk:ourt. Then, the sun broke 
through the overcast and US fighter bombers supported a sharp 
counterattack by CCA which ended the threat by the 111.Panzer-
Brigade and elements of the ILPanser-Divlsion. Two days later, the 
Germans again returned to the attack, this time In the CCB sector near 
Chateau-SaUns. Two regiments of the 559.Volks-Grenadier-Division, 
supported by the lOS.Panier-Brigade, assaulted three sides of the CCB 
perimeter following a heavy artillery concentration at dawn. Harpoon's 
"A" Company MlSs accounted for four tanks before the skies cleared, 
bringing US fighter bombers to crush German hopes. 

Patton had been ordered on the 22nd to place the Third Army on the 
defensive to ease the Allies' continuing supply problems. This led to 
CCB being shifted to CCA's right flank to strengthen it against the 
German concentration near Arracourt. Short withdrawals, alien to the 
4th Armored's philosophy, were authorized to secure the best defensive 
positions. Fighting continued In inclement weather for the rest of the 
month with the Germans scoring several minor successes before Hitler 
finally authroded cessation of the attacks. At relatively little cost, the 4th 
Armored had wrecked two Panzer-Brigaden and exhausted the striking 
power of several divisions. For Its part, the 704th's After Action Report 
claimed thirty-seven confirmed enemy tanks, two SPs and a towed 88 
destroyed at a cost of four M18's and a M20 armored car totally 
destroyed. The Battalion lost fifty-eight casualties to the German tank 
and artiUery fire. 

Lieutenant Colonel Held was transfered to the 8th Tank Battalion 
and turned over command of the 704th to Major Dan C. Alanls on 
October 1st, 1944. Both sides dug in the Arracourt area, tired from the 
September fighting. During the month, the Battalion held defensive 
po^ons, rotating the gun companies and attached reconnaissance 
platoons to catch up on maintenance and repairs. On the 6th, a Red 
Cross Clubmobile visited the area — the first the Battalion had seen 
since leaving England. "A" Company's 3rd Platoon rejoined the 
Battalion after being released from attachment to the 10th Armored 
Infantry Battalion near Rechlcourt where it had destroyed a pillbox. 

When the 4th Armored Division moved back for a rest on October 
12th, the 704th stayed on to support the inexperienced 26th Infantry 
Division whkih replaced It and conduct Indirect fire missions. This 
mission had been pioneered during the Tunisian fighting In 1943 by 
tank destroyer battalions commanded by former field artillery officers. 
The new technique soon gained favor during the Italian campaign 
where the scarity of enemy armor and rugged terrain left TD battalions 
relatively Idle. At first tying In to the field artillery network, many 
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battalions eventually developed their own Fire [Act ion Centers and 
forward observers. They found that tiie TD guns had some advantages of 
their own. With a range of over 14,000 yds., compared to only 12,500 
yards for the 105mm howitzers of the artillery, the 3" and 76mm guns 
of the TDs were ideal for long range interdiction and counterbattery 
missions, relieving the 105*s for close support of the Infantry. In 
addition, the high velocity of TD guns meant the shells arrived without 
warning, providing a nasty surprise for those on the receiving end. And, 
although the M42 shells were not quite as destructive as those of the 
105s, they were in plentiful supply. Division commanders were quick to 
discover the new firepower — equlvalant to three artillery battzdlons in 
number of tubes — at their finger tips and indirect fire soon became the 
official secondary mission for tank destroyers. Units still In the States in 
1943 like the 704th were given special artillery b-alnlng before going 
overseas. 

Thus, the 704th crews knew what to do when they unstowed their 
elevation quadrants and azimuth indicators and tied into the 26th 
Division's artillery network. Unlike many other TD battalions in the 
ETO, especially those with towed 3" guns, this proved to be the 704th's 
only prolonged period of Indirect fire. Usually, one company stayed in 
direct fire positions with the infantry while another company handled 
indirect fire requests and the third company rested. The crews found 
deep foxholes once again essential as the open turrets of the MlSs and 
the armored cars provided little protection from the artillery fire 
encountered In static positions. Shortly after 1440 on October 15th, the 
Luftwaffe made a rare daylight appearance when fifteen Me-lOS^s 
roared In and straffed the Battalion area. Men dashed to their .50 
caliber machine guns and returned the fire; two of the 109s were shot 
down. 

On the 22nd, the green 26th Infantry Division staged a limited 
objective attack east of Arracourt, supported by "Harpoon's" " A " and 
" C " Companies to regain some of the ground lost in the September 
fighting. TD crews were roused In the pre-dawn darkness to scrounge 
chow and ready their vehicles. The "doughs" jumped off from a line of 
departure near Rechlcourt at 0600. "A" Company's commander, 1st 
Lieutenant John J . Preneta, won the Distinguished Service Cross when 
his company was stopped by a minefield. Dismounting in the heavy 
artillery fire, he made his way forward, eliminating two snipers with hto 
pistol and capturing two more. Second Lieutenant Charles Kollln, one 
of the platoon commanders, also won a Distinguished Service Cross for 
directing the evacuation of casualties and leading the attack forward 
again. By 1400, Benzange le Petite, scene of the earlier September 
battles, was reached. Both men were wounded In the fighting and' 
Captain Smith took over " A " Company on the 23rd. The German 
Infantry defenders complemented the 704th and the 26th*s riflemen in 
their reports of the action, calling them "shock troops." 

I-IO 

FinaUy the Battalion was relieved on the 27th by the 602nd Tank 
Destroyer BattaUon for a well reserved rest. Fourteen men got passes 
for a day in Paris. For the others, the respite meant a chance to relax, 
walk eutjund and stretch without having to worry about enemy artillery 
or snipers, and maybe see one of the movies shown twice a day In 
Lenoncourt. Even better, there was the luxury of a full night's 
uninterrupted sleep and hot chow for all. Fourteen men had been 
wounded during the relatively quiet October operations, mostiy by 
artillery. 

T H E S A A R 

By November of 1944, the complexion of the war had changed 
again. The Wehrmacht had managed Hltier's "miracle in the West." 
The shattered reeling units fleeing Normandy had been transformed 
Into a firm defense line in front of all the Allied armies. It was an 
incredtt)le achievement, mute testimony to the strength and determina­
tion of the Reich. Meanwhile, the Canadians were kept busy clearing 
the approaches to Antwerp so that the port coukl be used to ease the 
continuing supply problems, while the British were laboriously 
preparing for anotfier of Montgomery's massive offensives In the soggy 
reaches of the Upper Rhine. The US First and Ninth Armies were 
establishing Jumplng-off points to clear the Roer Plain and advance to 
the Rhine as soon as troops in the Hurtgen Forest took the Roer River 
Dams. Until these were captured, the Germans could flood the river 
and Isolate any American units that crossed It. The heavy fighting In the 
HuriEgen Forest led General Bradley to stretch the VIII. Corps Oust north 
of Patton's Third Army) thinner and thinner in the quiet, heavily 
forested Ardennes. On the Third Army's other flank, the American 
Scventfi Army had fought its way from a beachhead in southern France 
to postttons on the right of Patton's XII. Corps. 

In front the Third Army, the German 5. ParaerArmee was 
wtttidrawn to prepare for Hitler's secret Ardennes offensive and was 
replaced by infantry units. Behind them, gangs of laborers, aided by the 
dvUian population, prepared fortifications and refurbished the West 
Walt deifenses. Patton had obtained permission in late October to 
resume his advance, with a November offensive designed to reach the 
Rhine through the historic "Lorraine Gateway." A heavy artillery 
barrage, reminiscent of World War I, would be followed by Third Army 
infontry division attacks. Once they had made a penetration, the 
armored divisions wouki be committed to smash through the defenders 
and drive for the Rhine. 

The attack, planned for dry autumn conditions, was launched in 
driving rain on November 8, 1944. A few miles to the west, the men of 
the 704th Tank Destroyer Eiattalion could hear the ominious rumble of 
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tiie 700 gun banrage through the downpour as they waited to go Into 
action with the 4th Armored Division. By nightfall, the infantry was 
making progress, but the ground was badly flooded and most of the 
bridges over the swollen Moselle River were washed out. Freezing rains 
and cold winds were a constant reminder that winter had arrived. 
Everywhere, the rich Alsatian farming country had turned to mud. The 
infantry doggedly kept advancing. "Harpoon's" " A " Company, with the 
usual attached platoon of the Reconnaissance Company, moved out 
with the 4th Armored Division's C C B on Thursday, November 9th. 
when it attacked through the 35th Infantry Division's positions towards 
the important road center of Morhange. They soon found there woukl 
be no sweeping advances. Mud was everywhere, bogging down 
vehicles whenever they tried to leave the roads. Restricted to the pave­
ment, the columns struggled forward on a one tank front against the 
German infantry's mines and anti-tank guns. The tank destroyer crews 
huddled miserably In their open turrets, shivering in the dreary weather. 

The Germans released their reserve, the refurbished ILPanier-
DtvMon in Morhange, to counterattack and buy time while the shaken 
remanent of the 559.Volk8-Grenadier-DlvMon withdrew. A detach­
ment of the veteran Panxers cut in behind the C C B column that night 
and retook the village of Viviers. Infantry of the 35th Division regained 
the village after a confused battle on the lOth, but the next three days 
were tough going as C C B and the Infantry gradually pushed and 
pressured the Germans back through the mud and the mines. It was an 
expensive advance as well. The Panxer troops were well used to fighting 
In the mud and snow, and their heavily armored Panthers were tough 
opponents. "Harpoon's" " A " Company destroyed four tanks {two of 
the Panthers were later confirmed) and a SP gun while helping to stop 
the 11.Panxer Division counterattacks. The company lost an M18 
Hellcat and had one enlisted man killed and eight others and an officer 
wounded in the fighting. 

On the right flank, C C A with " C " Company passed through the 26th 
Infantry Division's lines on the 10th to advance along the valley of the 
Petite Seille River and bypass Morhange to the south. Former 
"Harpoon" commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel Delk Oden 
commanded one of the C C A columns. The 1st Platoon of " C " 
Company, attached to the 37th Tank Battalion, was caught in a 
devastating artillery barrage near Obreck on Armisttee Day. The platoon 
commander and sbt men were killed and seven others wounded. The 
company later took up a position on the high ground northeast of 
Conthill, covering CCA's left flank, while the tankers fought off the 
ILParuer-Dlvialon, remaining there until the 17th. In the Interim, " B " 
Company and the rest of the Battalion moved to Chateau SaHns and 
then to Conthill. 

Further north, in the C C B zone of action, the advance continued to 
close on Morhange, breaking the second German defense bne. But the 
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weather and the terrain left little hope for final success. So, C C B was 
pulled out, to make a grueling, long road march behind the lines via 
Courbesseaux, Joining with C C A on the 17th. " C " Company was 
relieved by " B " Company and attached to the 6th Cavalry Group back 
in Nancy — to the envy of the rest of the Battalion. XII. Corps resumed 
the attack on the 18th. The 328th Regimental Conbat Team took 
Dfeuze on the next day, enabling the 4th Armored Division to drive 
eastward with C C B in the lead, followed by C C A . The enemy fought a 
bitter delaying action as the Americans advanced sbt miles to Mltter-
sheim, and then to Fenetrange on the Sarre River. On the 24th, C C B 
crossed the river In spite of the SSl.Votks-GrenadierDivlslon and hit 
the Panxer-Lehr-Dlvlslon, busy occupied In counterattacking units of 
the Seventh Army's XV. Corps, In the flank. Unlike the September bat­
tles, infantry was the mainstay In this encounter; mud often reduced the 
armor on both sides to the role of artillery support. The 704th's " A " 
Company did what It could to help, adding Its firepower at every oppor­
tunity . 

The 26th saw C C A , with " B " Company attached, cross the Sane 
River and extend the US line to the right on Panser-Lehr's other flank, 
forcing It back. Task Force West took GungwUler after an artillery 
barrage, with the armored infantry clearing the streets of the village 
while the tank destroyers bypeissed It on one side and the tanks on the 
other. " C " Company rejoined on the 28th, relieving " A " Company with 
C C A east of Fenetrange. Two days later, the 4th Armored Division had 
taken Mackwlller, positioning itself for an attack on the city of Sane-
Union, scheduled for Deceifiber 1st. Overcast skies and the muddy 
expanse of flooded terrain and coal slag heaps ahead held Utile hope for 
a breakthrough. 

In spite of the weather, Pation's Sarre offensive continued In 
December with the 101st Regimental Combat Team of the 26th Infantry 
Division moving up on CCB's left flank to take Sarre-Union. While the 
infanti^ fought a bitter struggle for control of the town, C C B and the 
704th's " C " Company took nearby Rlmsdorf. The 4th drove east 
towards Vollerdlngen In the appalling winter weather. Mud again 
prevented much assistance by armor or TDs and restricted the drive to 
an infantry pace. C C B and units of C C A became heavily Involved In 
fighting around HlU 318 as a small detachment of Panxer-Lehr stiffened 
the defenders, making several counterattacks to keep the escape route 
from Sarre-Unlon open. As the Americans neared the German border, 
the names of the towns took on an ominious teutonic flavor. And, 
many of the local inhabitants, having been part of both Germany and 
France In the past seventy years, now greeted "liberation" with sullen 
reception. The stoic veterans of the 704tth were unperturbed; they had 
a Job to do. 

Major General Hugh J . Gaffey, Patton's Chief of Staff, relinquished 
his post to take command of the 4th Armored Division on December 
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3rd. General John S. Wood, who had led the 4th from the Nonmandy 
breakout to the Sarre, was exhausted and returned to the States iot a 
k)ng overdue rest.' Patton decided that the 4th Armored Division abo 
needed to be withdrawn and rested. While the losses In armor were not 
great, many of the experienced <rfficers had become casualties and the 
armored infantry battalions. whk:h had borne the main burden In tfw 
past month, were seriously understrength. Before rebef, however, the 
Division was called on for one more drive. Dreary, overcast skies 
continued to preclude aerial support. The 704th*s TD crewmen resign­
ed themselves to more days of misery, trying in vain to stay warm and 
dry. Each in his own way, they endured the constant strain and the 
boredom. 

A task force of C C B fought its way into Voellerdlngen on the 4th of 
December and captured a bridge over the Ekrhel River intact. Pzuts of 
" C " Company, however, were zJmost completely isolated by the thick 
mud in the area. Three of the four 3rd Platoon destroyers were bogged 
down under heavy shelling, making their position extremely dangerous 
in the event of a counterattack by German infantry. Corporal John 
Eidenschink managed, however, to destroy a self-propelled gun on a 
Panzer IV chassis with his 76mm gun. Meanwhile, C C A , supported by 
"B" Company, took lightly held Domfessel, but came under Increasing­
ly heavy German artillery fire aided by batteries of the 401.VotkB-
Artillerie-Korps In position beyond the range of counter-battery fire from 
US artillery. By December 5th, C C B forced its way into SchmitWlUer. 
C C A , advancing on Binning, became bogged down In the Maginot line 
fortifications near Singling. " B " Company tank destroyers were kept 
busy destroying seven of the former French pillboxes — a task eased 
somewhat by the fact that they faced east towards Germany. However, 
the Germans held the highground to the north with a strong force of 
tanks and artillery, and their heavy fire blasted the armored infantry, 
forcing them to withdraw from the town. Many 4th Armored Division 
veterans regard the fighting around Singling as the bitterest of the war. 
Eventually, the 12th Armored Division began to relieve the tired, grimy 
units of the 4th on the third anniversary of Pearl Harbor. 

The relief gave the scattered unl^ of the 704th a chan(,e tu 
reassemble and get warm in the small towns behind the lines. 
Replacements arrived to rebulkl the strength of the 4th Armored 
Division, but most had been culled out of non-combat Jobs with other 
units in a manpower drive and had little training for combat. The special 
combat replacement training centers in the States were, meanwhile, 
being phased-out in expectation of an early end to the war. In addition, 
few replacements could be found for the many vehicles whk:h had 

* Note: Franket In his book, Patton'a Beat, relates that ttie men of the dlvisk>n felt that 
Wood's relief was actually due to politics. In any event, the General was one of America's 
finest armor commanders and much feared and respected by hit opponents. 
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already been driven far beyond their planned life expectancies. The 
dtffteuh task of assimulating the green replacements Into the combat 
battalions and refurbishing the worn-out equipment to last yet a little 
while longer kept everybody busy. 

The respite ended a week later for Harpoon's " B " Company when It 
was assigned to assist the 4th Armored Division's 25th Cavalry 
Squadron In covering the right flank of the green 87th Infantry Division 
as it got its' initial taste of combat by continuing the XII. Corps attack. 
The company took up positions on the 14th, near Rlmllng and Hoell-
ing, close to the German border and the "West Wall" defenses. The 
crews soon found out that the war hadn't changed very much. Back at 
the Battalion Command Post, Lieutenant Colonel James W. Bldwell 
became the new "Harpoon" commander. The rest of the 704th rolled 
east to give the 87th Division's drive more punch on the 18th. Before 
the new positions could be occupied, however, the Battalion was sud­
denly ordered to rejoin the 4th Armored Division. Amidst much confu­
sion and scores of rumors, the "Harpoon" vehicles turned around and 
made their way onto the jammed road to Luxembourg along with those 
of the 4th Armored Division. The men soon found out why. A major 
Nazi offensive In Belgium had surrounded the 101st Airborne Division 
and C C B of the 10th Armored Division In a town called Bastogne. The 
4th Armored Division's new job was to break through the Germans and 
rescue the besieged defenders. 

R O A D T O B A S T O G N E 

Throughout the fall of 1944, frontline German commanders were 
given just enough men and equipment to prevent complete collaspe. 
The rest were palnstakenly husbanded amid great secrecy and carefully 
assembled into three powerful armies. Half mad, half genius, Adolph 
Hitler was determined to risk all on one last desperate attempt to save 
the Third Reich and stem the tide of seemingly Inexorable defeat. Rising 
phoenbc-llke from their own ashes, two Panzer armies would thrust 
through the Ardennes, scene of the 1940 triumphs. They would seek to 
split the Allied armies and make history repeat Itself while a third, 
smaller army protected their vunerable flank from a counter-stroke by 
Patton's Third Army. If the gamble failed, there could be no more hope. 

Hltier's surprise attack — incorrectly called the "uon Rundstedt 
Offensive" In contemporary American accounts — was launched on 
December 16, 1944 by twenty-sbc Waffen-SS and Wehrn\acht divisions 
against the weakest part of the Allied lines, the thinly held Vlll . Corps 
sector In the Ardennes. Complacement Allied commanders at all levels 
were caught completely off guard. 

Patton was ordered to send the 10th Armored Division north to help 
on the 17th. Thinking It was only a spoiling attack, he ordered the 4th 
Armored and 6th Armored Divisions be sent back Into the lines to 
nrevent them from being diverted as well. Before this could be 
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accomplished, however, new reports pointed out the gravity of the 
situation. The 87th Infantry Division was ordered to stop Its attack, and 
the 4th Armored Division was directed to move north Instead. By mid­
night, C C B and the 704th were on the road to Longway. General 
Elsenhower called a meeting of the Allied Commanders at Verdun on 
the 19th. 

Patton astounded the assembled brass by telling them he could 
counterattack In three days and would relieve Bastogne by Chrlstmasl 
This was not an Idle boast; he had directed his staff to make a con­
tingency plan — just In case — on December 12th, four days before the 
German onslaught. It was finally decided that all offensive action south 
of the Moselle would stop and the entire Third Army front below X X . 
Corps would be turned over to the Seventh Army. The Third Army staff 
worked all night to finalize the counterattack plans. Patton's XII. Corps 
would move north and secure the southern shoulder of the "Bulge" (as 
the Axis penetration was nicknamed), while the new III. Corps, under 
General Mllllkin, would attack towards Bastogne with the 4th Armored 
Division on the left and two old companions, the 26th and 80th Infanby 
Divisions, on the right, next to XII. Corps. The 4th Armored Division 
got the main task of breaking through to the paratroopers defending 
Bastogne and clearing a supply route along the Arlon-Bastogne road.' 

Patton's attack started on schedule at 0600 hours on 
Friday,December 22nd, from Arlon In Belgium. Heavy gray clouds 
hung low overhead, eliminating aerial help; the 4th Armored Division 
was on its own. Men sat tense In their vehicles, the terrain in front of 
them bleak and cold, dotted with smalt i/lllages and forbidding pine 
forests. No one seemed to know much about who or what lay ahead. 
Patton directed the 4th Armored Division to "drive like Hell," bypassing 
any resistance, and leading with tanks, the 704th tank destroyers, and 
artillery. The armored Infantry was to be preserved if possible for 
holding the corridor open. Although the frozen ground meant the ar­
mor could move cross-country again, there proved to be little room for 
maneuver past the German strong points, since the road had to be 
cleared In order to supply the besieged units at Bastogne once contact 
was made. Worn out equipment and "green" replacements would also 
slow the drive, One tank battalion lost two-thirds of its tank strength 
through mechanical failures on the move north, before the attack even 
started. Few men of the 704th would ever forget the days spent In the 
gloomy forests of the Ardennes, huddled In their open turrets against 
the bitter cold. The Ice and snow of the fiercest winter in thirty years 
were a further test of their endurance and determination. 

C C A advanced up the main road towards Martelange, with C C B 

' By a curious twist of fate, C C B ' s Task Force Ezell actually entered Bastogne temporarily 
without hlnderance on the 20th, but withdrew and rejoined C C B to the south at dusk. A 
short time later, ^ e Germans cut the road and completed Bastogne'e encirclement. 
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